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I.	
  	
   ASSURANCES	
  
	
  
As	
  the	
  authorized	
  lead	
  petitioner,	
  I,	
  Sharon	
  Olken,	
  hereby	
  certify	
  that	
  the	
  information	
  submitted	
  in	
  this	
  
petition	
  for	
  the	
  renewal	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  a	
  public	
  charter	
  school	
  located	
  within	
  the	
  
boundaries	
  of	
  the	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Unified	
  School	
  District	
  at	
  1512	
  Golden	
  Gate	
  Avenue,	
  San	
  Francisco,	
  	
  is	
  
true	
  to	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  my	
  knowledge	
  and	
  belief.	
  I	
  also	
  certify	
  that	
  the	
  Charter	
  School:	
  
	
  

• Shall	
  meet	
  all	
  statewide	
  standards	
  and	
  conduct	
  the	
  student	
  assessments	
  required,	
  pursuant	
  to	
  
Education	
   Code	
   Section	
   60605	
   and	
   60851,	
   and	
   any	
   other	
   statewide	
   standards	
   authorized	
   in	
  
statute,	
   or	
   student	
   assessments	
   applicable	
   to	
   students	
   in	
   non-­‐charter	
   public	
   schools.	
   [Ref.	
  
Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(c)(1)]	
  

	
  
• Shall	
   be	
   deemed	
   the	
   exclusive	
   public	
   school	
   employer	
   of	
   the	
   employees	
   of	
   Gateway	
  Middle	
  

School	
  for	
  purposes	
  of	
  the	
  Educational	
  Employment	
  Relations	
  Act.	
  	
  [Ref.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  
47605	
  (b)(5)(O)]	
  

	
  
• Shall	
  be	
  non-­‐sectarian	
  in	
  its	
  programs,	
  admissions	
  policies,	
  employment	
  practices,	
  and	
  all	
  other	
  

operations.	
  [Ref.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(d)(1)]	
  
	
  
• Shall	
  not	
  charge	
  tuition.	
  [Ref.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(d)(1)]	
  
	
  
• Shall	
  admit	
  all	
   students	
  who	
  wish	
  to	
  attend	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  and	
  who	
  submit	
  a	
   timely	
  

application,	
  unless	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  receives	
  a	
  greater	
  number	
  of	
  applications	
  than	
  there	
  are	
  
spaces	
   for	
   students,	
   in	
   which	
   case	
   each	
   application	
   will	
   be	
   given	
   equal	
   chance	
   of	
   admission	
  
through	
   a	
   public	
   random	
   lottery	
   process.	
   Admission	
   to	
   the	
   Charter	
   School	
   shall	
   not	
   be	
  
determined	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  place	
  of	
  residence	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  or	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  parents	
  within	
  the	
  
State.	
  [Ref.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(d)(2)(A)-­‐(B)]	
  

	
  
• Shall	
   not	
   discriminate	
   on	
   the	
   basis	
   of	
   the	
   characteristics	
   listed	
   in	
   Section	
   220	
   (actual	
   or	
  

perceived	
   disability,	
   gender,	
   gender	
   expression,	
   gender	
   identity,	
   nationality,	
   race	
   or	
   ethnicity,	
  
religion,	
  sexual	
  orientation,	
  or	
  any	
  other	
  characteristic	
  that	
  is	
  contained	
  in	
  the	
  definition	
  of	
  hate	
  
crimes	
  set	
  forth	
   in	
  Section	
  422.55	
  of	
  the	
  Penal	
  Code	
  or	
  association	
  with	
  an	
   individual	
  who	
  has	
  
any	
  of	
  the	
  aforementioned	
  characteristics).	
  [Ref.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(d)(1)]	
  	
  

	
  
• Shall	
   adhere	
   to	
  all	
  provisions	
  of	
   federal	
   law	
   related	
   to	
   students	
  with	
  disabilities	
   including,	
  but	
  

not	
   limited	
   to,	
   Section	
   504	
   of	
   the	
   Rehabilitation	
   Act	
   of	
   1973,	
   Title	
   II	
   of	
   the	
   Americans	
   with	
  
Disabilities	
   Act	
   of	
   1990	
   and	
   the	
   Individuals	
  with	
   Disabilities	
   in	
   Education	
   Improvement	
   Act	
   of	
  
2004.	
  	
  

	
  
• Shall	
  meet	
  all	
  requirements	
  for	
  employment	
  set	
  forth	
  in	
  applicable	
  provisions	
  of	
  law,	
  including,	
  

but	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  credentials,	
  as	
  necessary.	
  [Ref.	
  Title	
  5	
  California	
  Code	
  of	
  Regulations	
  Section	
  
11967.5.1(f)(5)(C)]	
  	
  

	
  
• Shall	
   ensure	
   that	
   teachers	
   in	
   the	
  Charter	
   School	
   hold	
   a	
   Commission	
  on	
   Teacher	
   Credentialing	
  

certificate,	
  permit,	
  or	
  other	
  document	
  equivalent	
  to	
  that	
  which	
  a	
  teacher	
  in	
  other	
  public	
  schools	
  
are	
   required	
   to	
   hold.	
   As	
   allowed	
   by	
   statute,	
   flexibility	
   will	
   be	
   given	
   to	
   non-­‐core,	
   non-­‐college	
  
preparatory	
  teachers.	
  [Ref.	
  California	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(l)]	
  

	
  
• Shall	
  at	
  all	
  times	
  maintain	
  all	
  necessary	
  and	
  appropriate	
  insurance	
  coverage.	
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• Shall,	
  for	
  each	
  fiscal	
  year,	
  offer	
  at	
  a	
  minimum,	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  minutes	
  of	
   instruction	
  per	
  grade	
  

level	
  as	
  required	
  by	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47612.5(a)(1)(A)-­‐(D)	
  
	
  
• If	
  a	
  pupil	
   is	
  expelled	
  or	
   leaves	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  without	
  graduating	
  or	
  completing	
  the	
  school	
  

year	
  for	
  any	
  reason,	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  shall	
  notify	
  the	
  superintendent	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  district	
  of	
  
the	
   pupil’s	
   last	
   known	
   address	
   within	
   30	
   days,	
   and	
   shall,	
   upon	
   request,	
   provide	
   that	
   school	
  
district	
  with	
   a	
   copy	
   of	
   the	
   cumulative	
   record	
   of	
   the	
   pupil,	
   including	
   a	
   transcript	
   of	
   grades	
   or	
  
report	
  card	
  and	
  health	
  information.	
  [Ref.	
  California	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(d)(3)]	
  

	
  
• Will	
  follow	
  any	
  and	
  all	
  other	
  federal,	
  state,	
  and	
  local	
  laws	
  and	
  regulations	
  that	
  apply	
  to	
  Gateway	
  

Middle	
  School	
  including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to:	
  	
  
	
  

Ø Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  maintain	
  accurate	
  and	
  contemporaneous	
  written	
  records	
  that	
  
document	
  all	
  pupil	
  attendance	
  and	
  make	
  these	
  records	
  available	
  for	
  audit	
  and	
  inspection.	
  	
  

	
  
Ø Gateway	
   Middle	
   School	
   shall	
   on	
   a	
   regular	
   basis	
   consult	
   with	
   its	
   parents	
   and	
   teachers	
  

regarding	
  the	
  Charter	
  School's	
  education	
  programs.	
  	
  
	
  
Ø Gateway	
  Middle	
   School	
   shall	
   comply	
  with	
   any	
   jurisdictional	
   limitations	
   to	
   locations	
  of	
   its	
  

facilities.	
  	
  
	
  
Ø Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  comply	
  with	
  all	
  laws	
  establishing	
  the	
  minimum	
  and	
  maximum	
  

age	
  for	
  public	
  school	
  enrollment.	
  	
  
	
  
Ø Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  comply	
  with	
  all	
  applicable	
  portions	
  of	
  the	
  No	
  Child	
  Left	
  Behind	
  

Act.	
  	
  
	
  
Ø Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  comply	
  with	
  the	
  Public	
  Records	
  Act.	
  	
  
	
  
Ø Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  comply	
  with	
  the	
  Family	
  Educational	
  Rights	
  and	
  Privacy	
  Act.	
  
	
  
Ø Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  comply	
  with	
  the	
  Ralph	
  M.	
  Brown	
  Act.	
  
	
  
Ø Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  meet	
  or	
  exceed	
  the	
  legally	
  required	
  minimum	
  of	
  school	
  days.	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
___________________________________	
   	
   ______________________________	
  
Sharon	
  Olken,	
  Executive	
  Director	
   	
   	
   Date	
  
Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
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II.	
  EDUCATIONAL	
  PROGRAM	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  A	
  description	
  of	
  the	
  educational	
  program	
  of	
  the	
  school,	
  designed,	
  among	
  other	
  things,	
  to	
  
identify	
  those	
  whom	
  the	
  school	
  is	
  attempting	
  to	
  educate,	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  “educated	
  person”	
  in	
  
the	
  21st	
  century,	
  and	
  how	
  learning	
  best	
  occurs.	
  The	
  goals	
  identified	
  in	
  that	
  program	
  shall	
  include	
  the	
  
objective	
  of	
  enabling	
  pupils	
  to	
  become	
  self-­‐motivated,	
  competent,	
  and	
  lifelong	
  learners.	
  Education	
  Code	
  
Section	
  47605(b)(5)(A)(i).	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  A	
  description,	
  for	
  the	
  charter	
  school,	
  of	
  annual	
  goals,	
  for	
  all	
  pupils	
  and	
  for	
  each	
  subgroup	
  
of	
  pupils	
  identified	
  pursuant	
  to	
  Section	
  52052,	
  to	
  be	
  achieved	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  priorities,	
  as	
  described	
  in	
  
subdivision	
  (d)	
  of	
  Section	
  52060,	
  that	
  apply	
  for	
  the	
  grade	
  levels	
  served,	
  or	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  
operated,	
  by	
  the	
  charter	
  school,	
  and	
  specific	
  annual	
  actions	
  to	
  achieve	
  those	
  goals.	
  A	
  charter	
  petition	
  
may	
  identify	
  additional	
  school	
  priorities,	
  the	
  goals	
  for	
  the	
  school	
  priorities,	
  and	
  the	
  specific	
  annual	
  
actions	
  to	
  achieve	
  those	
  goals.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(A)(ii).	
  
	
  
	
  
A.	
  Mission	
  and	
  Vision	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  Mission	
  Statement:	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  supports	
  and	
  challenges	
  all	
  students	
  to	
  discover	
  their	
  unique	
  potential,	
  actively	
  
participate	
  in	
  their	
  community,	
  and	
  develop	
  skills	
  and	
  habits	
  to	
  achieve	
  excellence	
  in	
  high	
  school	
  and	
  
college.	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  Vision:	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  a	
  model,	
  college	
  preparatory	
  charter	
  school	
  committed	
  to	
  academic	
  
excellence	
  through	
  personalized,	
  student-­‐centered	
  learning.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  combines	
  a	
  
rigorous	
  academic	
  program	
  with	
  an	
  approach	
  where	
  the	
  individual	
  talents	
  and	
  strengths	
  of	
  its	
  students	
  
are	
  identified	
  and	
  supported.	
  Working	
  with	
  teachers	
  committed	
  to	
  our	
  mission,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  
students	
  will	
  acquire	
  the	
  skills,	
  habits,	
  and	
  knowledge	
  necessary	
  for	
  academic	
  and	
  personal	
  success	
  in	
  a	
  
college	
  preparatory	
  high	
  school,	
  in	
  college	
  and	
  in	
  adult	
  life.	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School's	
  values	
  of	
  respect,	
  responsibility,	
  community	
  and	
  excellence	
  should	
  inspire	
  
students	
  to	
  take	
  responsibility	
  for	
  their	
  own	
  learning	
  and	
  contribute	
  to	
  their	
  communities	
  however	
  they	
  
can.	
  By	
  attending	
  a	
  school	
  which	
  fully	
  embraces	
  the	
  diversity	
  of	
  the	
  Bay	
  Area,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  
students	
  will	
  appreciate	
  what	
  they	
  have	
  in	
  common	
  with	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  different	
  and	
  value	
  what	
  they	
  
learn	
  from	
  one	
  another.	
  
	
  
B.	
  	
  Gateway’s	
  Highlights	
  and	
  Successes	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  mission	
  is	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  high	
  quality	
  college-­‐preparatory	
  experience	
  and	
  
education	
  to	
  a	
  very	
  diverse	
  group	
  of	
  learners,	
  with	
  a	
  specific	
  focus	
  and	
  expertise	
  on	
  serving	
  students	
  
with	
  learning	
  differences.	
  We	
  are	
  proud	
  that	
  our	
  pioneering	
  class	
  of	
  students	
  has	
  completed	
  6th-­‐8th	
  
grade	
  and	
  has	
  moved	
  on	
  to	
  high	
  school.	
  Now,	
  as	
  we	
  enter	
  our	
  second	
  year	
  as	
  a	
  fully	
  enrolled	
  school,	
  we	
  
continue	
  to	
  find	
  our	
  mission	
  to	
  be	
  ambitious	
  and	
  important	
  to	
  educational	
  reform	
  efforts	
  both	
  locally	
  
and	
  statewide.	
  During	
  the	
  prior	
  term	
  of	
  our	
  charter,	
  we	
  realized	
  much	
  of	
  the	
  promise	
  of	
  our	
  mission	
  and	
  
vision.	
  We	
  have	
  included	
  a	
  few	
  highlights	
  below.	
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 In	
  each	
  of	
  its	
  two	
  years	
  of	
  STAR	
  testing,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  scored	
  above	
  the	
  statewide	
  
target	
  of	
  800.	
  

	
  
 Building	
  on	
  Gateway	
  High	
  School’s	
  existing	
  reputation	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  satisfaction	
  and	
  success	
  of	
  
our	
  students	
  and	
  families,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  has	
  quickly	
  established	
  itself	
  as	
  a	
  strong	
  
choice	
  for	
  middle	
  grade	
  students	
  in	
  San	
  Francisco.	
  Each	
  year,	
  we	
  have	
  had	
  between	
  300-­‐500	
  
applications	
  for	
  104	
  spots	
  in	
  our	
  incoming	
  sixth	
  grade.	
  Additionally,	
  applicants	
  have	
  been	
  drawn	
  
from	
  all	
  over	
  San	
  Francisco,	
  supporting	
  our	
  mission	
  to	
  serve	
  a	
  student	
  population	
  that	
  reflects	
  
the	
  richness	
  of	
  San	
  Francisco’s	
  diverse	
  community.	
  
	
  

 All	
  Gateway	
  students	
  take	
  a	
  rigorous	
  college	
  prep	
  course	
  load	
  that	
  is	
  aligned	
  to	
  the	
  Common	
  
Core	
  State	
  Standards	
  and	
  which	
  prepares	
  them	
  for	
  success	
  in	
  high	
  school.	
  For	
  example,	
  all	
  
students	
  take	
  daily	
  eighty-­‐minute	
  extended	
  math	
  classes	
  to	
  ensure	
  they	
  master	
  both	
  the	
  
processes	
  of	
  math	
  and	
  the	
  conceptual	
  understanding	
  necessary	
  for	
  higher-­‐level	
  mathematics.	
  	
  

	
  
 In	
  order	
  to	
  ensure	
  every	
  student	
  gets	
  the	
  individualized	
  attention	
  necessary	
  for	
  success,	
  
Gateway	
  maintains	
  a	
  very	
  small	
  average	
  class	
  size	
  of	
  26:1.	
  In	
  addition,	
  students	
  are	
  grouped	
  in	
  a	
  
cohort	
  model	
  in	
  which	
  students	
  remain	
  together	
  throughout	
  the	
  majority	
  of	
  their	
  day	
  and	
  
teachers	
  are	
  responsible	
  for	
  no	
  more	
  than	
  52	
  students,	
  ensuring	
  that	
  students	
  are	
  known	
  well	
  
by	
  adults	
  and	
  students	
  alike.	
  This	
  model	
  supports	
  students’	
  transition	
  into	
  middle	
  school	
  and	
  
ensures	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  monitoring	
  students’	
  academic	
  and	
  social/emotional	
  progress	
  throughout	
  
middle	
  school.	
  

	
  
 Gateway’s	
  Learning	
  Center	
  is	
  integral	
  to	
  ensuring	
  that	
  all	
  students	
  can	
  access	
  our	
  rigorous	
  
college	
  prep	
  curriculum.	
  Gateway	
  uses	
  inclusive	
  practices	
  such	
  as	
  universal	
  design	
  for	
  learning,	
  
collaborative	
  planning,	
  co-­‐teaching,	
  and	
  push-­‐in	
  support	
  provided	
  by	
  resource	
  specialists	
  and	
  
paraprofessionals	
  to	
  support	
  students	
  within	
  their	
  academic	
  classes.	
  	
  

	
  
 Gateway	
  has	
  a	
  student	
  culture	
  of	
  respect	
  for	
  differences	
  and	
  shared	
  responsibility	
  for	
  learning.	
  
For	
  example,	
  all	
  students	
  take	
  a	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  course,	
  which	
  helps	
  students	
  understand	
  their	
  
unique	
  learning	
  style	
  and	
  strengths,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  develop	
  their	
  process	
  of	
  learning.	
  This	
  class	
  helps	
  
students	
  recognize	
  that	
  we	
  each	
  contribute	
  uniquely	
  to	
  the	
  learning	
  community.	
  Learning	
  
Seminar	
  also	
  explicitly	
  focuses	
  on	
  learning	
  and	
  reading	
  strategies	
  that	
  they	
  use	
  across	
  all	
  their	
  
classes.	
  In	
  addition,	
  each	
  month,	
  every	
  teacher	
  at	
  Gateway	
  publically	
  recognizes	
  students	
  who	
  
exhibit	
  our	
  core	
  values	
  of	
  responsibility,	
  respect,	
  community	
  and	
  excellence.	
  	
  

	
  
 Gateway	
  has	
  a	
  strong	
  advisory	
  program.	
  Each	
  advisor	
  has	
  no	
  more	
  than	
  18	
  students.	
  Advisory	
  
groups	
  meet	
  daily	
  for	
  30	
  minutes	
  to	
  focus	
  on	
  community	
  building	
  and	
  social	
  skills	
  development.	
  
The	
  advisor	
  acts	
  as	
  an	
  academic	
  advisor,	
  counselor	
  and	
  as	
  a	
  ‘go	
  to”	
  person	
  for	
  families.	
  

	
  
 Working	
  in	
  conjunction	
  with	
  SFUSD,	
  Gateway	
  has	
  implemented	
  restorative	
  practices	
  as	
  a	
  means	
  
to	
  build	
  a	
  positive	
  school	
  culture,	
  reduce	
  suspensions,	
  and	
  increase	
  equity.	
  

	
  
 Gateway	
  partners	
  with	
  other	
  organizations	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  rich,	
  powerful	
  and	
  integrated	
  experience	
  
for	
  our	
  students.	
  Our	
  partnerships	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  arts	
  (SF	
  Film	
  Society,	
  African	
  American	
  Arts	
  and	
  
Culture	
  Complex,	
  Digital	
  Storytelling/Spoken	
  Word,	
  SF	
  Jazz,	
  etc.),	
  and	
  student	
  support	
  (YMCA	
  
Urban	
  Services,	
  USF	
  Nursing	
  School,	
  Aim	
  High,	
  First	
  Graduate,	
  College	
  Track,	
  Breakthrough	
  
Collaborative,	
  Summerbridge,	
  etc.)	
  	
  among	
  other	
  priorities.	
  We	
  also	
  partner	
  with	
  WestED,	
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Exploratorium,	
  SFUSD	
  Complex	
  Instruction	
  Math	
  Cohort,	
  USF,	
  REACH	
  to	
  provide	
  professional	
  
development	
  for	
  our	
  teachers	
  and	
  to	
  contribute	
  to	
  the	
  teaching	
  profession	
  more	
  broadly.	
  
	
  

 Gateway	
  offers	
  both	
  an	
  after	
  school	
  program	
  in	
  partnership	
  with	
  the	
  YMCA	
  and	
  a	
  teacher-­‐driven	
  
after	
  school	
  tutoring	
  program.	
  Our	
  Learning	
  Center	
  is	
  open	
  before	
  and	
  after	
  school	
  for	
  students	
  
to	
  access	
  technology	
  and	
  a	
  safe	
  learning	
  space.	
  

	
  
 Gateway	
  teamed	
  up	
  with	
  several	
  other	
  small	
  middle	
  schools	
  in	
  San	
  Francisco	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  new	
  
athletic	
  league	
  to	
  provide	
  interscholastic	
  athletic	
  opportunities	
  for	
  our	
  students.	
  Students	
  can	
  
participate	
  in	
  basketball,	
  futsal,	
  volleyball,	
  track/cross	
  country,	
  tennis,	
  table	
  tennis,	
  cheer	
  and	
  
dance.	
  

	
  
 Gateway	
  actively	
  seeks	
  partnership	
  and	
  involvement	
  with	
  our	
  students’	
  families.	
  For	
  example,	
  
each	
  spring	
  we	
  hold	
  student-­‐led	
  conferences	
  in	
  which	
  students	
  prepare	
  a	
  portfolio	
  of	
  their	
  
learning	
  from	
  the	
  year	
  and	
  present	
  to	
  their	
  families.	
  98%	
  of	
  families	
  attend	
  these	
  conferences.	
  
We	
  also	
  hold	
  an	
  annual	
  Exhibition	
  Night	
  of	
  student	
  learning	
  in	
  which	
  all	
  students	
  present	
  
collaborative	
  projects.	
  Families	
  participate	
  as	
  audience	
  members	
  and	
  partners	
  in	
  this	
  evening.	
  

	
  
 According	
  to	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  measures,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  families	
  and	
  students	
  are	
  quite	
  
happy	
  with	
  their	
  experience	
  at	
  Gateway.	
  	
  

o On	
  our	
  annual	
  family	
  survey,	
  96%	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  families	
  report	
  that	
  they	
  
are	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  their	
  student’s	
  experience	
  at	
  our	
  school.	
  
More	
  specifically,	
  

§ 98%	
  of	
  families	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School’s	
  culture	
  that	
  encourages	
  and	
  supports	
  students’	
  college	
  
aspirations;	
  	
  

§ 97%	
  of	
  families	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  the	
  ways	
  
students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  develop	
  useful	
  academic	
  skills	
  and	
  habits	
  ;	
  

§ 97%	
  of	
  families	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School’s	
  advisory	
  program	
  as	
  a	
  means	
  to	
  support	
  students;	
  

§ 97%	
  of	
  families	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School’s	
  culture	
  of	
  respect	
  for	
  individual	
  differences	
  and	
  diversity;	
  

§ 94%	
  of	
  families	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  
opportunities	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  for	
  student	
  voice	
  and	
  leadership	
  and	
  
efforts	
  to	
  support	
  students’	
  social	
  and	
  emotional	
  development;	
  

§ 97%	
  of	
  families	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  the	
  quality	
  
and	
  commitment	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  teaching	
  staff	
  and	
  opportunities	
  
to	
  partner	
  with	
  teachers	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  to	
  ensure	
  student	
  success.	
  

o Results	
  from	
  our	
  CA	
  Healthy	
  Kids	
  story	
  also	
  demonstrate	
  students’	
  high	
  level	
  of	
  
satisfaction	
  with	
  their	
  experience	
  at	
  Gateway,	
  specifically	
  in	
  relation	
  to	
  their	
  sense	
  of	
  
equitable	
  and	
  high	
  expectations,	
  connectedness,	
  and	
  meaningful	
  participation.	
  

§ 96%	
  of	
  students	
  report	
  that	
  "teachers	
  and	
  other	
  adults	
  encourage	
  me	
  to	
  work	
  
hard	
  in	
  school	
  so	
  I	
  can	
  be	
  successful	
  in	
  college	
  or	
  at	
  the	
  job	
  I	
  choose"	
  and	
  that	
  
"The	
  teachers	
  and	
  other	
  adults	
  work	
  hard	
  to	
  help	
  me	
  with	
  my	
  schoolwork	
  when	
  
I	
  need	
  it."	
  (equitable	
  expectations	
  indicator);	
  

§ 94%	
  of	
  students	
  report	
  that	
  "At	
  my	
  school,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  teacher	
  or	
  some	
  other	
  
adult	
  who	
  listens	
  when	
  I	
  have	
  something	
  to	
  say"	
  and	
  "At	
  my	
  school,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
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teacher	
  or	
  some	
  other	
  adult	
  who	
  really	
  cares	
  about	
  me."(connectedness	
  
indicator);	
  

§ 99%	
  of	
  students	
  report	
  that	
  "At	
  my	
  school,	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  teacher	
  or	
  some	
  other	
  
adult…who	
  believes	
  that	
  I	
  will	
  be	
  a	
  success"	
  and	
  "who	
  tells	
  me	
  when	
  I	
  do	
  a	
  good	
  
job."	
  (high	
  expectations	
  indicator);	
  

§ 95%	
  of	
  students	
  report	
  that	
  "I	
  do	
  interesting	
  activities	
  at	
  school."	
  (meaningful	
  
participation	
  indicator);	
  

§ 94%	
  of	
  students	
  report	
  that	
  "Teachers	
  show	
  how	
  classroom	
  lessons	
  are	
  
important	
  and	
  helpful	
  to	
  me	
  in	
  real	
  life."	
  (meaningful	
  participation	
  indicator).	
  

o Students	
  who	
  choose	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  remain	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  In	
  our	
  
first	
  class,	
  100	
  out	
  of	
  104	
  original	
  students	
  graduated	
  from	
  our	
  school.	
  This	
  retention	
  
trend	
  has	
  been	
  consistent	
  in	
  subsequent	
  grades.	
  

	
  
 More	
  than	
  80%	
  of	
  Gateway’s	
  highly	
  skilled	
  teachers	
  possess	
  advanced	
  degrees.	
  Gateway	
  
teachers	
  engage	
  in	
  two	
  hours	
  of	
  weekly	
  professional	
  development	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  develop	
  common	
  
teaching	
  practices	
  and	
  analyze	
  student	
  learning.	
  Teachers	
  also	
  meet	
  weekly	
  in	
  grade	
  level	
  teams	
  
to	
  discuss	
  student	
  learning	
  goals	
  and	
  needs.	
  	
  

	
  
 On	
  our	
  annual	
  faculty	
  survey,	
  100%	
  of	
  Gateway	
  faculty	
  reported	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  
satisfied	
  with	
  teaching	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  More	
  specifically,	
  	
  

o 	
  100%	
  of	
  faculty	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  the	
  level	
  of	
  
challenge	
  and	
  support	
  for	
  students	
  in	
  our	
  college-­‐prep	
  curriculum	
  

o 95%	
  of	
  faculty	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  working	
  together	
  as	
  a	
  
faculty	
  to	
  improve	
  student	
  learning	
  and	
  address	
  issues	
  of	
  educational	
  equity	
  

o 95%	
  of	
  faculty	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  Gateway	
  students’	
  
understanding	
  of	
  our	
  mission	
  and	
  values	
  

o 100%	
  of	
  faculty	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  
relationships	
  between	
  students	
  and	
  staff	
  

o 100%	
  of	
  faculty	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  Gateway’s	
  culture	
  of	
  
encouraging	
  and	
  supporting	
  college	
  aspirations	
  

o 95%	
  of	
  faculty	
  report	
  being	
  either	
  highly	
  satisfied	
  or	
  satisfied	
  with	
  the	
  structures	
  and	
  
effectiveness	
  of	
  whole-­‐school	
  professional	
  development	
  work	
  at	
  Gateway	
  High	
  School	
  

	
  
C.	
  Charter	
  Renewal	
  Criteria	
  
	
  
Evidence	
  of	
  Meeting	
  Charter	
  Renewal	
  Standards	
  Pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607(b)	
  and	
  the	
  
California	
  Code	
  of	
  Regulations,	
  Title	
  5,	
  Section	
  11966.4(b)(1)	
  
	
  
Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607(b)	
  requires	
  that	
  a	
  charter	
  school	
  must	
  meet	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  
renewal	
  criteria	
  prior	
  to	
  receiving	
  a	
  charter	
  renewal:	
  	
  
	
  

(1) Attained	
  its	
  Academic	
  Performance	
  Index	
  (API)	
  growth	
  target	
  in	
  the	
  prior	
  year	
  or	
  in	
  two	
  of	
  
the	
   last	
   three	
   years,	
   both	
   school	
   wide	
   and	
   for	
   all	
   groups	
   of	
   pupils	
   served	
   by	
   the	
   charter	
  
school.	
  

	
  
(2) Ranked	
  in	
  deciles	
  4	
  to	
  10,	
   inclusive,	
  on	
  the	
  API	
   in	
  the	
  prior	
  year	
  or	
  in	
  two	
  of	
  the	
  last	
  three	
  

years.	
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(3) Ranked	
   in	
  deciles	
  4	
   to	
  10	
   inclusive,	
   in	
   the	
  API	
   for	
  a	
  demographically	
  comparable	
  school	
   in	
  
the	
  prior	
  year	
  or	
  in	
  two	
  of	
  the	
  last	
  three	
  years.	
  

	
  
(4) The	
   entity	
   that	
   granted	
   the	
   charter	
   determines	
   that	
   the	
   academic	
   performance	
   of	
   the	
  

Charter	
  School	
  is	
  at	
  least	
  equal	
  to	
  the	
  academic	
  performance	
  of	
  the	
  public	
  schools	
  that	
  the	
  
Charter	
   School	
   pupils	
   would	
   otherwise	
   have	
   been	
   required	
   to	
   attend,	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   the	
  
academic	
  performance	
  of	
   the	
   schools	
   in	
   the	
   school	
   district	
   in	
  which	
   the	
  Charter	
   School	
   is	
  
located,	
   taking	
   into	
   account	
   the	
   composition	
  of	
   the	
  pupil	
   population	
   that	
   is	
   served	
  at	
   the	
  
Charter	
  School.	
  

	
  
The	
   following	
   shall	
   serve	
   as	
   documentation	
   confirming	
   that	
   Gateway	
   Middle	
   School	
   exceeds	
   the	
  
statutory	
  criteria	
  required	
  for	
  renewal	
  as	
  set	
  forth	
  in	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607(b):	
  
	
  

• Gateway	
   Middle	
   School	
   has	
   attained	
   its	
   API	
   growth	
   target	
   in	
   the	
   prior	
   year,	
   meeting	
   the	
  
requirement	
  of	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607(b)(1).	
  
	
  

• Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  has	
  achieved	
  a	
  statewide	
  API	
  rank	
  of	
  7	
  in	
  the	
  prior	
  year,	
  exceeding	
  the	
  
minimum	
  threshold	
  rank	
  of	
  4	
  required	
  in	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607(b)(2).	
  

	
  
• Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  has	
  achieved	
  a	
  similar	
  schools	
  API	
  rank	
  of	
  7	
  in	
  the	
  prior	
  year,	
  exceeding	
  

the	
  minimum	
  threshold	
  rank	
  of	
  4	
  required	
  in	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607(b)(3).	
  
	
  
Over	
  the	
  prior	
  charter	
  term,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  had	
  the	
  following	
  API	
  scores:	
  
	
  

2010-­‐2014	
  API	
  Scores	
  

Year	
   API	
  Statewide	
  
Ranking	
  

API	
  Similar	
  
Schools	
  
Ranking	
  

API	
  Growth	
  
Scores	
  

API	
  Growth	
  
Target	
  (Actual	
  

Growth)	
  

Met	
  School	
  
Growth	
  
Target?	
  

2013-­‐2014	
  
and	
  2014-­‐15	
  

State-­‐mandated	
  testing	
  suspended	
  in	
  2013-­‐14;	
  API	
  data	
  not	
  calculated	
  or	
  reported	
  
(see	
  Note	
  below).	
  
	
  
3-­‐Year	
  Average	
  API:	
  Not	
  available	
  for	
  this	
  school	
  because	
  it	
  did	
  not	
  meet	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  
criteria	
  below.	
  
	
  

1. The	
  school	
  had	
  a	
  valid	
  API	
  (i.e.,	
  the	
  school	
  received	
  an	
  API	
  report)	
  in	
  each	
  of	
  
the	
  last	
  three	
  consecutive	
  years;	
  and,	
  

	
  
2. The	
  school	
  had	
  11	
  or	
  more	
  valid	
  scores	
  in	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  last	
  three	
  consecutive	
  

years	
  (i.e.,	
  a	
  valid	
  score	
  is	
  when	
  a	
  student’s	
  assessment	
  results	
  are	
  included	
  in	
  
the	
  calculation	
  of	
  the	
  API).	
  
	
  

	
  
2012-­‐2013	
   7	
   7	
   819	
   A	
  (-­‐31)	
   Yes	
  

2011-­‐2012	
   -­‐-­‐	
   -­‐-­‐	
   850	
   B	
  (B)	
   -­‐-­‐	
  

2010-­‐2011	
   Base	
  Year	
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  “A”	
  means	
  the	
  school	
  or	
  student	
  groups	
  scored	
  at	
  or	
  above	
  the	
  statewide	
  performance	
  target	
  of	
  800.	
  	
  
	
  “B”	
  means	
  the	
  school	
  did	
  not	
  have	
  a	
  valid	
  2011	
  Base	
  API	
  and	
  will	
  not	
  have	
  any	
  growth	
  or	
  target	
  
information.	
  
	
  (Source:	
  CDE	
  DataQuest,	
  accessed	
  July	
  23,	
  2014.)	
  
	
  
Note	
  on	
  2013-­‐14	
  and	
  2014-­‐15	
  Testing	
  Data	
  	
  
	
  
Assembly	
   Bill	
   484	
   amended	
   Education	
   Code	
   sections	
   52052(e)(2)(F)	
   and	
   52052(e)(4)	
   to	
   allow	
   schools	
  
that	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  an	
  API	
  calculated	
  in	
  2013–14	
  and	
  2014–15	
  to	
  use	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  criteria	
  to	
  meet	
  
legislative	
  and/or	
  programmatic	
  requirements:	
  

• The	
  most	
  recent	
  API	
  calculation;	
  
• An	
  average	
  of	
  the	
  three	
  most	
  recent	
  annual	
  API	
  calculations;	
  or	
  
• Alternative	
  measures	
  that	
  show	
  increases	
  in	
  pupil	
  academic	
  achievement	
  for	
  all	
  groups	
  of	
  pupils	
  

school-­‐wide	
  and	
  among	
  significant	
  groups.	
  
	
  
The	
  decision	
  to	
  use	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  above	
  criteria	
  may	
  be	
  made	
  on	
  a	
  program-­‐by-­‐program	
  basis	
  and	
  is	
  a	
  local	
  
decision.	
   (Source:	
   CDE	
   Information	
   Guide,	
   Status	
   of	
   the	
   Academic	
   Performance	
   Index	
   and	
   3-­‐Year	
  
Average,	
  May	
  2014,	
  available	
  at:	
  http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/ac/ap/.)	
  	
  
	
  
Analysis	
  of	
  Charter	
  Renewal	
  Criteria	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  API	
  growth	
  scores	
  have	
  exceeded	
  the	
  statewide	
  performance	
  target	
  of	
  800	
  in	
  
the	
  past	
   two	
  years;	
   in	
   2013,	
   the	
  API	
   growth	
   score	
  was	
  819,	
   and	
   the	
  2012	
  API	
   growth	
   score	
  was	
  850.	
  
Therefore,	
   Gateway	
  Middle	
   School	
   has	
   scored	
   high	
   enough	
   that	
   the	
   school	
   has	
   not	
   been	
   assigned	
   a	
  
growth	
  target	
  for	
  the	
  next	
  testing	
  year	
  and	
  is	
  noted	
  to	
  have	
  met	
  its	
  growth	
  target.	
  Moreover,	
  last	
  year	
  
Gateway	
   Middle	
   School	
   had	
   a	
   statewide	
   and	
   similar	
   schools	
   rank	
   of	
   7.	
   Therefore,	
   Gateway	
   Middle	
  
School	
  has	
  exceeded	
  the	
  charter	
  renewal	
  standards	
  of	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607(b)	
  and	
  should	
  be	
  
granted	
  a	
  five-­‐year	
  charter	
  renewal	
  term	
  pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607(a)(1).	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  has	
  had	
  no	
  numerically	
   significant	
   student	
   subgroups	
  as	
  defined	
   in	
  Education	
  
Code	
  Section	
  52052(a)(3),	
  since	
  the	
  school	
  opened	
  in	
  2010.	
  Thus,	
  the	
  charter	
  renewal	
  criteria	
  contained	
  
in	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607(a)(3)	
  pertaining	
  to	
  student	
  subgroups	
  does	
  not	
  apply.	
  	
  
	
  
D.	
  	
  Targeted	
  School	
  Population:	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  Students	
  
	
  
Consistent	
  with	
  our	
  mission,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  serves	
  approximately	
  312	
  economically,	
  racially,	
  
ethnically	
  and	
  academically	
  diverse	
  middle	
  school	
  students	
  in	
  grades	
  6-­‐8	
  from	
  the	
  San	
  Francisco	
  
community	
  and	
  the	
  surrounding	
  Bay	
  Area.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  unique	
  mission	
  is	
  to	
  develop	
  
innovative	
  programs	
  for	
  supporting	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  learners	
  to	
  succeed	
  in	
  a	
  rigorous	
  college	
  preparatory	
  
program.	
  One	
  key	
  area	
  of	
  focus	
  is	
  supporting	
  students	
  with	
  learning	
  differences:	
  we	
  strive	
  to	
  have	
  at	
  
least	
  25%	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  body	
  fit	
  that	
  profile.	
  	
  
	
  
We	
  believe	
  that	
  all	
  children	
  should	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  best	
  educational	
  options	
  available,	
  and,	
  as	
  a	
  
charter	
  school	
  of	
  choice,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  strive	
  to	
  educate	
  students	
  and	
  families	
  across	
  San	
  
Francisco	
  about	
  the	
  opportunities	
  and	
  challenges	
  available	
  at	
  GMS.	
  Our	
  goal	
  is	
  to	
  encourage	
  
applications	
  from	
  as	
  wide	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  students	
  and	
  their	
  families	
  as	
  possible	
  who	
  believe	
  that	
  our	
  mission	
  
and	
  programs	
  will	
  suit	
  their	
  needs	
  and	
  aspirations.	
  Most	
  importantly,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  
enrollment	
  efforts	
  (See	
  Sections	
  IX	
  and	
  X)	
  makes	
  clear	
  our	
  commitment	
  to	
  serving	
  students	
  and	
  families	
  
who	
  have	
  historically	
  been	
  underserved,	
  including	
  those	
  who	
  live	
  near	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  in	
  the	
  
Western	
  Addition.	
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The	
  table	
  below	
  describes	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  current	
  student	
  population,	
  showing	
  the	
  diversity	
  of	
  
our	
  student	
  body.	
  	
  
	
  

Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  Student	
  Demographics*	
  
2013-­‐2014	
  

	
   Enrollment	
   %	
  of	
  Enrollment	
  

American	
  Indian	
   0	
   0	
  
Asian	
   38	
   12%	
  

Pacific	
  Islander	
   0	
   0	
  
Filipino	
   5	
   1.6%	
  

Hispanic	
  or	
  Latino	
   90	
   29%	
  
African	
  American	
   32	
   10%	
  

White	
   88	
   28%	
  
Two	
  or	
  More	
  Races	
   42	
   14%	
  

English	
  Learners	
  (Total)	
   30	
   10%	
  
Spanish	
   24	
   80%	
  
Arabic	
   3	
   10%	
  

Vietnamese	
   1	
   3.33%	
  
Cantonese	
   1	
   3.33%	
  
Portuguese	
   1	
   3.33%	
  

Socioeconomically	
  Disadvantaged	
   121	
   39%	
  
Students	
  with	
  Disabilities	
   53	
   17%	
  

TOTAL	
   310	
  
*	
  	
   Source:	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  (CALPADS),	
  accessed	
  July	
  23,	
  2014.	
  

	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  ethnicity,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  students	
  represent	
  the	
  diversity	
  of	
  San	
  Francisco	
  and	
  
the	
  Bay	
  Area	
  in	
  other	
  ways	
  as	
  well.	
  Almost	
  40%	
  of	
  our	
  students	
  qualify	
  for	
  free	
  or	
  reduced	
  lunch,	
  and	
  
more	
  than	
  one	
  third	
  are	
  the	
  first	
  in	
  their	
  families	
  to	
  attend	
  college.	
  By	
  drawing	
  from	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  
elementary	
  schools,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  strives	
  for	
  comparable	
  economic	
  and	
  educational	
  diversity	
  
in	
  its	
  student	
  population.	
  
	
  
	
  
E.	
  What	
  It	
  Means	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  Educated	
  Person	
  in	
  the	
  21st	
  Century	
  
	
  
The	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  curriculum	
  and	
  program	
  is	
  organized	
  to	
  help	
  students	
  achieve	
  similar	
  
Expected	
  School-­‐Wide	
  Learning	
  Results,	
  or	
  ESLRs,	
  as	
  our	
  high	
  school	
  program.	
  These	
  ESLRs,	
  which	
  
represent	
  the	
  knowledge,	
  skills,	
  and	
  habits	
  that	
  we	
  want	
  all	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  students	
  to	
  possess	
  by	
  the	
  
time	
  they	
  graduate,	
  define	
  for	
  us	
  what	
  it	
  means	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  educated	
  person	
  in	
  the	
  21st	
  century.	
  These	
  
ESLRs	
  inform	
  teaching	
  and	
  learning	
  in	
  our	
  classes	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  our	
  school-­‐wide	
  culture	
  and	
  community	
  
goals.	
  We	
  also	
  believe	
  that	
  Gateway	
  Middle’s	
  ESLRs	
  are	
  aligned	
  to	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  College	
  and	
  Career	
  
Readiness	
  Standards	
  for	
  Literacy	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  skills	
  and	
  habits	
  within	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  Math	
  Practices.	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  Expected	
  School-­‐Wide	
  Learning	
  Results	
  are	
  described	
  below.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  graduates	
  will	
  be	
  (GMS’s	
  ESLRs):	
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1) Self-­‐aware,	
  courageous,	
  and	
  responsible	
  individuals	
  who:	
  

	
  
a. are	
  conscious	
  of	
  who	
  they	
  are,	
  how	
  they	
  learn,	
  what	
  they	
  want	
  to	
  achieve,	
  and	
  what	
  

they	
  value	
  as	
  individuals;	
  
b. develop	
  and	
  practice	
  self-­‐respect	
  and	
  self-­‐acceptance	
  by	
  exploring	
  individual	
  strengths;	
  
c. understand	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  their	
  choices	
  on	
  themselves,	
  others,	
  learning,	
  and	
  the	
  

environment;	
  and	
  
d. demonstrate	
  responsibility,	
  empathy,	
  resilience,	
  and	
  respect.	
  

	
  
2) Positive,	
  active,	
  and	
  responsive	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  who:	
  

	
  
a. develop	
  effective	
  communication	
  skills;	
  	
  
b. collaborate	
  effectively	
  in	
  groups;	
  
c. learn	
  to	
  understand	
  and	
  appreciate	
  individual	
  differences;	
  
d. actively	
  support	
  others’	
  learning	
  and	
  learning	
  styles;	
  and,	
  
e. are	
  aware	
  of	
  community	
  issues,	
  understand	
  their	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  community,	
  and	
  create	
  

positive	
  change	
  in	
  the	
  community.	
  
	
  

3) Readers,	
  writers,	
  researchers	
  and	
  problem-­‐solvers	
  who:	
  
	
  

a. approach	
  learning	
  with	
  curiosity,	
  enthusiasm,	
  and	
  determination;	
  
b. take	
  pride	
  in	
  their	
  work	
  and	
  strive	
  to	
  achieve	
  their	
  individual	
  academic	
  potential;	
  	
  
c. use	
  their	
  resources	
  and	
  strategies	
  to	
  solve	
  problems	
  and	
  ask	
  for	
  help	
  when	
  needed;	
  
d. monitor	
  their	
  individual	
  progress,	
  reflect	
  on	
  areas	
  for	
  improvement,	
  and	
  take	
  advantage	
  

of	
  opportunities	
  for	
  growth;	
  
e. develop	
  their	
  reading,	
  writing,	
  math	
  and	
  critical	
  reasoning	
  skills	
  across	
  classes;	
  and,	
  
f. master	
  new	
  material	
  in	
  their	
  classes	
  and	
  make	
  connections	
  between	
  their	
  classes.	
  

	
  
	
  
F.	
  	
  How	
  Learning	
  Best	
  Occurs:	
  The	
  Means	
  to	
  Achieve	
  Our	
  Mission	
  and	
  Vision	
  	
  
	
  
“We	
  need	
  a	
  new	
  approach	
  to	
  education;	
  one	
  that	
  will	
  give	
  our	
  children	
  the	
  solid	
  basis	
  of	
  knowledge,	
  skills,	
  and	
  
confidence	
  they	
  will	
  need	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  challenges	
  of	
  their	
  time.	
  An	
  alternate	
  paradigm,	
  a	
  new	
  framework	
  about	
  
development	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  simple	
  proposition	
  that	
  ‘all	
  children	
  can	
  learn’	
  –	
  once	
  they	
  are	
  taught	
  how	
  to	
  learn	
  –	
  

will	
  help	
  us	
  reorganize	
  our	
  thinking	
  and	
  our	
  practices.”	
  
	
  

-­‐Jeff	
  Howard	
  
	
  
At	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  learning	
  best	
  occurs	
  when	
  the	
  following	
  conditions	
  are	
  met	
  
and	
  programs	
  are	
  in	
  place:	
  
	
  
Students	
  understand	
  how	
  they	
  learn	
  and	
  are	
  coached	
  to	
  improve	
  their	
  process	
  of	
  learning.	
  
At	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  an	
  essential	
  role	
  of	
  schools	
  is	
  to	
  help	
  students	
  learn	
  how	
  to	
  
learn	
  effectively.	
  When	
  students	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  “process	
  of	
  learning”	
  (and	
  not	
  just	
  its	
  products)	
  they	
  gain	
  
insight	
  into	
  what	
  motivates	
  them,	
  frustrates	
  them,	
  aids	
  them,	
  and	
  empowers	
  them	
  as	
  learners.	
  
Beginning	
  in	
  6th	
  grade	
  and	
  continuing	
  throughout	
  their	
  three	
  years	
  of	
  the	
  school,	
  students	
  learn	
  to	
  
assess	
  their	
  own	
  unique	
  learning	
  style	
  and	
  strengths	
  and	
  weaknesses	
  as	
  learners.	
  This	
  instruction	
  begins	
  
in	
  the	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  course	
  and	
  is	
  weaved	
  throughout	
  students’	
  classes.	
  These	
  insights	
  provide	
  a	
  
context	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  develop	
  learning	
  strategies	
  that	
  suit	
  their	
  needs	
  and	
  build	
  on	
  their	
  assets	
  so	
  that	
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they	
  can	
  take	
  an	
  active	
  role	
  in	
  their	
  own	
  academic	
  success.	
  Through	
  these	
  efforts,	
  students	
  come	
  to	
  
understand	
  how	
  they	
  learn	
  best	
  and	
  become	
  more	
  independent,	
  self-­‐motivated	
  and	
  self-­‐assured.	
  To	
  
underscore	
  its	
  importance	
  in	
  the	
  curriculum,	
  a	
  portion	
  of	
  each	
  student’s	
  grade	
  in	
  every	
  class	
  is	
  based	
  on	
  
her/his	
  “process	
  of	
  learning”	
  and	
  calculated	
  through	
  self-­‐assessment	
  and	
  teacher	
  feedback.	
  Moreover,	
  
the	
  academic	
  and	
  strategic	
  learning	
  strategies	
  that	
  students	
  are	
  taught	
  in	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  are	
  
practiced	
  and	
  reinforced	
  in	
  all	
  their	
  classes.	
  Finally,	
  students	
  reflect	
  on	
  their	
  learning	
  both	
  within	
  class	
  
and	
  in	
  annual	
  portfolios	
  of	
  curricular	
  work	
  for	
  their	
  spring	
  student-­‐led	
  conferences.	
  This	
  coordinated	
  
teaching	
  of	
  meta-­‐cognition	
  is	
  scaffolded	
  across	
  the	
  grade	
  levels	
  and	
  coordinated	
  through	
  our	
  grade	
  level	
  
teams	
  and	
  faculty	
  professional	
  development.	
  
	
  
Students’	
  individual	
  learning	
  needs	
  are	
  supported	
  and	
  respected.	
  
Integral	
  to	
  the	
  success	
  of	
  Gateway’s	
  mission	
  is	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  that	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  
students’	
  academic	
  and	
  intellectual	
  needs	
  by	
  explicitly	
  teaching	
  students	
  about	
  learning	
  strategies	
  and	
  
learning	
  differences.	
  It	
  also	
  serves	
  faculty	
  and	
  parents.	
  The	
  Learning	
  Center	
  promotes	
  awareness	
  of	
  
learning	
  strategies,	
  learning	
  differences,	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  learning	
  differences	
  during	
  adolescence	
  and	
  the	
  
many	
  strategies	
  available	
  for	
  academic	
  success.	
  It	
  serves	
  as	
  the	
  center	
  of	
  “learning	
  about	
  learning”	
  in	
  
the	
  school	
  to	
  all	
  students	
  by	
  helping	
  to	
  articulate	
  and	
  scaffold	
  skill	
  development	
  and	
  strategic	
  learning	
  
throughout	
  all	
  academic	
  classes.	
  Through	
  its	
  work	
  with	
  all	
  students,	
  it	
  aims	
  to	
  dissolve	
  the	
  stigma	
  
attached	
  to	
  the	
  label	
  "learning	
  disabled"	
  and	
  demonstrate	
  how	
  a	
  personalized	
  approach	
  to	
  teaching	
  and	
  
an	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  different	
  ways	
  people	
  learn	
  helps	
  all	
  students	
  learn	
  more	
  effectively.	
  The	
  
Center	
  provides	
  targeted	
  support	
  to	
  students,	
  learning	
  strategies	
  instruction,	
  and	
  support	
  in	
  assistive	
  
technologies.	
  With	
  its	
  multiple	
  resources	
  and	
  staff,	
  it	
  provides	
  learning	
  assistance	
  to	
  all	
  students	
  in	
  the	
  
school	
  community.	
  
	
  
Students	
  spend	
  extended	
  time	
  on	
  core	
  academic	
  studies.	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  recognizes	
  that	
  more	
  time	
  dedicated	
  to	
  core	
  academic	
  skills	
  results	
  in	
  higher	
  
achievement	
  over	
  time.	
  This	
  truism	
  holds	
  especially	
  for	
  students	
  with	
  learning	
  differences	
  and	
  those	
  
from	
  traditionally	
  underserved	
  backgrounds.	
  To	
  address	
  this	
  educational	
  need,	
  students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School	
  will	
  have	
  extended	
  time	
  for	
  math	
  (both	
  conceptual	
  and	
  procedural)	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  dedicated	
  
literacy	
  instruction	
  in	
  both	
  Humanities	
  and	
  Learning	
  Seminar.	
  
	
  
Students	
  are	
  known	
  well,	
  and	
  learning	
  is	
  personalized	
  and	
  student-­‐centered.	
  
At	
  Gateway,	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  schools	
  and	
  classrooms	
  must	
  be	
  small	
  enough	
  so	
  that	
  each	
  student	
  feels	
  
connected	
  to	
  his/her	
  teachers	
  and	
  authentic	
  relationships	
  are	
  built.	
  Educators	
  can	
  then	
  learn	
  their	
  
students’	
  individual	
  interests,	
  strengths	
  and	
  weaknesses	
  and	
  use	
  that	
  understanding	
  to	
  help	
  students	
  
achieve	
  genuine	
  academic	
  success.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  designed	
  for	
  this	
  type	
  of	
  personalization	
  
with	
  its	
  small	
  school	
  size	
  (312	
  students),	
  average	
  class	
  size	
  of	
  26:1,	
  active	
  grade-­‐level	
  teams,	
  and	
  
advisory	
  program	
  in	
  which	
  every	
  student	
  is	
  matched	
  with	
  a	
  faculty	
  advisor	
  and	
  meets	
  as	
  an	
  advisory	
  
group	
  of	
  16-­‐18	
  students	
  every	
  day.	
  Moreover,	
  students	
  are	
  organized	
  in	
  a	
  cohort	
  model	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  
same	
  group	
  of	
  teachers	
  is	
  responsible	
  for	
  a	
  total	
  of	
  52	
  students.	
  This	
  cohort	
  model	
  allows	
  teachers	
  to	
  
know	
  students	
  well,	
  supporting	
  them	
  in	
  their	
  learning	
  and	
  personalizing	
  their	
  learning	
  experience.	
  In	
  
addition,	
  the	
  dominant	
  pedagogical	
  approach	
  is	
  teachers-­‐as-­‐coach	
  in	
  which	
  instruction	
  is	
  student-­‐
centered	
  and	
  individualized	
  for	
  student	
  success.	
  
	
  
Scaffolded,	
  structured	
  and	
  multi-­‐sensory	
  approaches	
  are	
  used	
  to	
  support	
  student	
  learning.	
  
Gateway	
  uses	
  scaffolding	
  throughout	
  the	
  curriculum	
  to	
  help	
  students	
  master	
  complicated	
  skills	
  and	
  
concepts,	
  thus	
  ensuring	
  that	
  all	
  students	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  sophisticated	
  course	
  work.	
  Additionally,	
  
teachers	
  work	
  together	
  to	
  create	
  and	
  use	
  common	
  structures	
  and	
  rubrics	
  across	
  classes	
  to	
  facilitate	
  
students’	
  focus	
  on	
  content	
  learning	
  and	
  skill	
  development.	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  “all	
  kinds	
  of	
  learners”	
  
can	
  engage	
  fully	
  in	
  our	
  curriculum,	
  teachers	
  employ	
  multi-­‐sensory	
  approaches	
  to	
  instruction,	
  including	
  
project-­‐based	
  learning,	
  collaborative	
  assignments,	
  and	
  integration	
  of	
  visual,	
  multi-­‐media	
  and	
  auditory	
  
resources	
  into	
  the	
  classroom.	
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Families	
  are	
  viewed	
  as	
  integral	
  partners	
  in	
  students’	
  learning	
  and	
  success.	
  
While	
  the	
  middle	
  years	
  tend	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  time	
  when	
  students	
  yearn	
  for	
  greater	
  independence	
  from	
  their	
  
families,	
  it	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  time	
  when	
  family	
  involvement	
  remains	
  essential	
  in	
  overall	
  student	
  academic	
  success.	
  
Gateway	
  is	
  committed	
  to	
  working	
  with	
  parents	
  to	
  reach	
  the	
  academic	
  and	
  social	
  goals	
  necessary	
  for	
  
student	
  success	
  in	
  middle	
  school	
  and	
  beyond.	
  To	
  encourage	
  continued	
  family	
  involvement	
  during	
  this	
  
critical	
  transition	
  from	
  elementary	
  school	
  to	
  middle	
  school,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  provides	
  multiple	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  meaningful	
  family	
  participation.	
  Family	
  information	
  nights	
  and	
  learning	
  demonstration	
  
nights	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  occasions	
  to	
  increase	
  parent-­‐school	
  partnerships	
  in	
  reaching	
  academic	
  goals	
  for	
  
students	
  and	
  to	
  promote	
  a	
  sense	
  of	
  community	
  amongst	
  families,	
  students	
  and	
  staff.	
  Moreover,	
  family	
  
conferences	
  and	
  student-­‐led	
  conferences	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  many	
  opportunities	
  to	
  volunteer	
  serve	
  to	
  promote	
  
family	
  integration	
  in	
  the	
  academic	
  program	
  and	
  into	
  the	
  larger	
  school	
  academic	
  community.	
  Finally,	
  our	
  
School	
  Counselor,	
  Office	
  Manager	
  and	
  Principals	
  coordinate	
  these	
  many	
  strategies	
  and	
  efforts	
  for	
  
school-­‐family	
  integration.	
  
	
  
Emphasis	
  is	
  on	
  depth	
  over	
  breadth,	
  critical	
  thinking	
  over	
  rote	
  learning.	
  
At	
  Gateway,	
  our	
  goal	
  is	
  to	
  prepare	
  students	
  for	
  a	
  world	
  that	
  requires	
  the	
  sophisticated	
  ability	
  to	
  think,	
  
communicate	
  and	
  work	
  effectively.	
  Gateway's	
  curriculum	
  creates	
  learning	
  situations	
  in	
  which	
  students	
  
delve	
  deeply	
  into	
  their	
  assignments	
  to	
  understand	
  and	
  master	
  the	
  material.	
  In	
  doing	
  so,	
  we	
  teach	
  the	
  
“habits	
  of	
  mind”	
  essential	
  to	
  serious	
  learning.	
  Through	
  long-­‐term	
  projects	
  and	
  rigorous	
  assignments,	
  
students	
  learn	
  to	
  find	
  the	
  depth	
  of	
  each	
  topic,	
  assess	
  its	
  complexity	
  and	
  be	
  accountable	
  for	
  
demonstrating	
  their	
  grasp	
  of	
  it.	
  They	
  develop	
  methods	
  of	
  analysis,	
  learn	
  to	
  use	
  creativity	
  and	
  
imagination,	
  develop	
  discipline,	
  and	
  learn	
  to	
  act	
  on	
  their	
  own	
  beliefs.	
  This	
  goal	
  encompasses	
  a	
  broad	
  
curriculum,	
  including	
  arts,	
  language,	
  health	
  and	
  physical	
  education.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  graduates	
  
will	
  possess	
  the	
  intellectual	
  and	
  imaginative	
  powers	
  to	
  be	
  informed,	
  competent,	
  self-­‐motivated	
  lifelong	
  
learners.	
  
	
  
High	
  expectations	
  for	
  all	
  students	
  and	
  an	
  explicit	
  emphasis	
  on	
  college	
  preparation.	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  believes	
  that	
  college	
  preparation	
  is	
  best	
  attained	
  when	
  students	
  achieve	
  at	
  high	
  
levels	
  at	
  each	
  stage	
  in	
  their	
  education.	
  A	
  school	
  culture	
  of	
  college	
  aspiration	
  and	
  readiness	
  that	
  
permeates	
  the	
  school	
  environment	
  leads	
  to	
  more	
  equitable	
  achievement	
  and	
  opportunity	
  for	
  students.	
  
All	
  students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  take	
  a	
  Common	
  Core	
  aligned	
  course	
  load	
  that	
  prepares	
  them	
  for	
  
a	
  college	
  preparatory	
  high	
  school.	
  Moreover,	
  they	
  develop	
  the	
  literacy,	
  math	
  and	
  academic	
  study	
  skills	
  
that	
  prepare	
  them	
  for	
  independent	
  learning	
  and	
  achievement	
  in	
  high	
  school	
  and	
  college.	
  Furthermore,	
  
the	
  assignments	
  within	
  classes	
  mimic	
  later	
  college	
  preparatory	
  work	
  in	
  meaningful	
  ways,	
  including	
  
argument	
  papers,	
  research	
  papers,	
  and	
  science	
  investigations	
  and	
  labs.	
  Finally,	
  the	
  school	
  provides	
  
multiple	
  opportunities	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  path	
  to	
  college,	
  including	
  visits	
  to	
  college	
  campuses,	
  
advisory	
  activities	
  related	
  to	
  college	
  readiness,	
  and	
  parent	
  workshops	
  on	
  college	
  preparation.	
  In	
  these	
  
ways,	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  program	
  supports	
  college	
  preparation	
  both	
  explicitly	
  and	
  implicitly.	
  
	
  
Students	
  learn	
  best	
  when	
  explicit,	
  cross-­‐curricular	
  skills	
  and	
  themes	
  are	
  taught.	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  recognizes	
  that	
  the	
  middle	
  years	
  provide	
  a	
  critical	
  period	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  
develop	
  and	
  solidify	
  the	
  literacy,	
  math	
  and	
  learning	
  skills	
  that	
  are	
  essential	
  for	
  later	
  success	
  in	
  school	
  
and	
  life.	
  By	
  explicitly	
  teaching	
  these	
  skills	
  and	
  integrating	
  them	
  into	
  all	
  facets	
  of	
  the	
  academic	
  program,	
  
the	
  school	
  provides	
  students	
  the	
  tools	
  both	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  immediate	
  material	
  in	
  their	
  subject	
  areas	
  and	
  to	
  
master	
  additional	
  subject	
  matter	
  in	
  later	
  schooling.	
  Research	
  shows	
  that	
  when	
  targeted	
  skill	
  
development	
  is	
  linked	
  and	
  taught	
  across	
  content	
  areas	
  students	
  are	
  more	
  likely	
  to	
  improve	
  upon	
  and	
  
utilize	
  these	
  skills.	
  In	
  addition,	
  inter-­‐disciplinary	
  investigations	
  allow	
  students	
  to	
  deeply	
  learn	
  the	
  
material	
  and	
  understand	
  underlying	
  connections	
  in	
  content	
  and	
  life.	
  A	
  broad-­‐based	
  curriculum,	
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including	
  academics,	
  language,	
  arts,	
  physical	
  education	
  and	
  health	
  education	
  supports	
  students’	
  broad	
  
educational	
  experience.	
  	
  
	
  
Assessment	
  is	
  explicit,	
  standards-­‐based,	
  and	
  individualized.	
  
At	
  Gateway,	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  students	
  need	
  a	
  clear	
  understanding	
  of	
  what	
  they	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  learn,	
  
ongoing	
  feedback	
  about	
  their	
  progress,	
  and	
  flexibility	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  mastery	
  through	
  multiple	
  means	
  
and	
  at	
  a	
  pace	
  that	
  is	
  appropriate	
  for	
  them.	
  Course	
  assessments	
  are	
  based	
  on	
  clear	
  rubrics	
  that	
  highlight	
  
the	
  essential	
  learning	
  goals	
  and	
  standards	
  for	
  the	
  unit.	
  Student	
  portfolios	
  will	
  contain	
  on-­‐going	
  examples	
  
of	
  each	
  student’s	
  work	
  towards	
  individual	
  and	
  school	
  goals.	
  Assessments	
  will	
  be	
  individualized	
  as	
  
needed	
  (e.g.	
  options	
  for	
  project	
  based	
  assessments,	
  using	
  extended	
  time,	
  oral	
  exams,	
  etc.).	
  However,	
  
accommodations	
  will	
  not	
  lower	
  expectations;	
  instead,	
  all	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  to	
  the	
  same	
  standard	
  but	
  
allowed	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  their	
  knowledge	
  in	
  ways	
  that	
  best	
  fit	
  their	
  learning	
  profile	
  and	
  needs.	
  
	
  
Students	
  have	
  opportunities	
  to	
  learn	
  beyond	
  the	
  regular	
  school	
  day.	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  recognizes	
  that	
  to	
  achieve	
  these	
  ambitious	
  educational	
  goals,	
  learning	
  must	
  
extend	
  beyond	
  the	
  regular	
  school	
  day	
  with	
  learning	
  support,	
  academic	
  tutoring	
  support,	
  and	
  extra-­‐
curricular	
  activities.	
  To	
  this	
  end,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  provides	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  tutorial	
  assistance	
  to	
  
students	
  most	
  in	
  need	
  both	
  within	
  specific	
  classes	
  and	
  for	
  basic	
  skills	
  development.	
  Furthermore,	
  
Gateway	
  partners	
  with	
  the	
  YMCA	
  to	
  provide	
  enrichment	
  activities	
  and	
  academic	
  support	
  for	
  all	
  students	
  
students	
  who	
  enroll	
  in	
  after	
  school	
  programming.	
  Finally,	
  Gateway	
  provides	
  opportunities	
  for	
  students	
  
to	
  participate	
  in	
  extracurricular	
  club	
  and	
  sports	
  team	
  learning	
  experiences	
  beyond	
  the	
  school	
  day.	
  
	
  
School	
  has	
  a	
  strong	
  culture	
  and	
  provides	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  establish	
  and	
  practice	
  important	
  
community	
  values.	
  	
  
Four	
  core	
  values	
  –	
  Community,	
  Respect,	
  Responsibility,	
  and	
  Excellence	
  –	
  are	
  at	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  Gateway’s	
  
community	
  and	
  school	
  culture.	
  Please	
  see	
  Appendix	
  A	
  for	
  our	
  Community	
  Agreements	
  that	
  outline	
  our	
  
Core	
  Values	
  for	
  students	
  and	
  families.	
  Gateway	
  recognizes	
  and	
  fosters	
  these	
  school	
  values	
  through	
  
assemblies,	
  advisories,	
  and	
  clubs	
  to	
  enhance	
  student	
  belonging	
  through	
  the	
  establishment	
  of	
  a	
  strong	
  
school	
  culture.	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  foster	
  our	
  sense	
  of	
  community,	
  the	
  whole	
  school	
  meets	
  frequently	
  in	
  
assembly	
  and	
  students	
  meet	
  with	
  their	
  advisors	
  daily	
  for	
  30	
  minutes.	
  The	
  advisory	
  program’s	
  curriculum	
  
has	
  four	
  key	
  goals:	
  1)	
  to	
  help	
  faculty	
  know	
  the	
  students	
  and	
  their	
  needs	
  well;	
  2)	
  to	
  help	
  students	
  know	
  
themselves	
  well	
  (especially	
  their	
  learning	
  styles	
  and	
  their	
  goals);	
  3)	
  to	
  build	
  community	
  among	
  students	
  
and	
  staff;	
  and	
  4)	
  to	
  develop	
  the	
  social	
  skills	
  for	
  peaceful	
  conflict	
  resolution	
  with	
  both	
  peers	
  and	
  adults.	
  
Additionally,	
  Gateway	
  has	
  implemented	
  Restorative	
  Practices	
  as	
  a	
  school-­‐wide	
  approach	
  to	
  build	
  
community,	
  address	
  community	
  grievances	
  and	
  infractions,	
  and	
  teach	
  students	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  their	
  
actions.	
  We	
  use	
  and	
  teach	
  affective	
  statements	
  and	
  community	
  circles	
  as	
  proactive	
  practices	
  and	
  we	
  
implement	
  written	
  reflections,	
  restorative	
  conferences	
  and	
  restorative	
  circles	
  to	
  repair	
  harm.	
  	
  
	
  
Students	
  are	
  surrounded	
  by	
  people	
  who	
  are	
  different	
  than	
  they	
  are.	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  was	
  founded	
  on	
  the	
  paired	
  principles	
  that	
  all	
  students	
  can	
  learn	
  at	
  high	
  levels	
  
and	
  that	
  all	
  students	
  learn	
  differently.	
  Based	
  on	
  these	
  initial,	
  cornerstone	
  beliefs	
  of	
  our	
  school,	
  at	
  
Gateway	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  understanding	
  and	
  appreciating	
  difference	
  is,	
  in	
  fact,	
  a	
  prerequisite	
  for	
  
learning	
  and	
  adult	
  life.	
  To	
  quote	
  Roland	
  Barth,	
  professor	
  of	
  education	
  at	
  Harvard	
  University,	
  we	
  “work	
  
hard	
  to	
  attend	
  to,	
  acknowledge,	
  honor	
  and	
  celebrate	
  differences,	
  because	
  (we)	
  believe	
  pronounced	
  
differences	
  are	
  often	
  accompanied	
  by	
  pronounced	
  learning.	
  (We)	
  are	
  committed	
  to	
  the	
  question	
  ‘How	
  
can	
  we	
  make	
  conscious,	
  deliberate	
  use	
  of	
  differences	
  in	
  social	
  class,	
  gender,	
  age,	
  ability,	
  race,	
  and	
  
interests	
  as	
  resources	
  for	
  learning?’”	
  	
  Through	
  explicit	
  learning	
  and	
  understanding	
  of	
  learning	
  
differences	
  and	
  similarities,	
  students	
  will	
  appreciate	
  their	
  own	
  differences	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  diversity	
  of	
  the	
  
students	
  around	
  them.	
  During	
  the	
  middle	
  school	
  years,	
  a	
  developmental	
  time	
  when	
  students	
  often	
  
eschew	
  differences,	
  the	
  culture	
  of	
  respecting,	
  valuing	
  and	
  celebrating	
  difference	
  is	
  especially	
  important.	
  



    

GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL CHARTER RENEWAL PETITION 2015-2020
   

17 

	
  
Students	
  have	
  consistent,	
  solid	
  and	
  proactive	
  advising	
  and	
  support.	
  
All	
  students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  be	
  matched	
  with	
  a	
  faculty	
  advisor	
  who	
  works	
  closely	
  with	
  
their	
  advisees	
  both	
  academically	
  and	
  socially.	
  Grade-­‐level	
  teams	
  will	
  review	
  student	
  data	
  regularly,	
  
paying	
  special	
  attention	
  to	
  patterns	
  of	
  low	
  attendance,	
  misbehavior	
  and	
  low	
  achievement	
  in	
  academic	
  
classes,	
  as	
  these	
  factors	
  are	
  associated	
  with	
  academic	
  failure	
  later	
  on	
  (Balfanz	
  2009).	
  After	
  identifying	
  
students	
  at	
  risk,	
  based	
  on	
  a	
  Response	
  to	
  Instruction	
  and	
  Intervention	
  model,	
  pro-­‐active	
  support	
  plans	
  
will	
  be	
  implemented	
  to	
  build	
  on	
  student’s	
  strengths	
  and	
  support	
  future	
  academic	
  success.	
  This	
  support	
  
can	
  include	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  teacher-­‐supported	
  homework	
  assistance	
  and	
  tutoring	
  program	
  in	
  
which	
  teachers	
  provide	
  small-­‐group	
  support	
  to	
  help	
  students	
  at	
  risk	
  build	
  necessary	
  skills,	
  complete	
  key	
  
assignments,	
  and	
  receive	
  additional	
  monitoring	
  and	
  support.	
  Led	
  by	
  the	
  grade	
  level	
  teams,	
  patterns	
  of	
  
student	
  achievement	
  are	
  continually	
  analyzed	
  and	
  discussed	
  with	
  students,	
  families,	
  and	
  teachers.	
  Great	
  
emphasis	
  is	
  placed	
  on	
  supporting	
  and	
  monitoring	
  6th	
  grade	
  students	
  to	
  ensure	
  they	
  successfully	
  make	
  
the	
  transition	
  to	
  middle	
  school	
  and	
  to	
  ensure	
  struggling	
  students	
  are	
  identified	
  early	
  so	
  that	
  GMS	
  can	
  
best	
  address	
  their	
  needs.	
  
	
  
The	
  school	
  and	
  teachers	
  recognize	
  and	
  value	
  the	
  whole	
  child.	
  
During	
  the	
  middle	
  school	
  years,	
  students	
  are	
  struggling	
  to	
  define	
  themselves	
  as	
  individuals	
  separate	
  
from	
  adults	
  and	
  within	
  their	
  peer	
  groups.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  provides	
  opportunities	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  
recognize	
  their	
  own	
  talents	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  talents	
  of	
  their	
  peers	
  through	
  active	
  learning	
  opportunities	
  
that	
  emphasize	
  their	
  role	
  as	
  agents	
  of	
  change	
  in	
  their	
  lives	
  and	
  communities.	
  Curricula	
  in	
  all	
  classes	
  seek	
  
to	
  connect	
  to	
  the	
  students’	
  world	
  around	
  them	
  through	
  projects	
  and	
  interdisciplinary	
  learning	
  
opportunities.	
  Moreover,	
  community-­‐based	
  learning	
  opportunities	
  like	
  our	
  advisory	
  service	
  learning	
  
projects	
  foster	
  students’	
  positive	
  identities	
  as	
  members	
  of	
  their	
  community.	
  Finally,	
  teachers	
  recognize	
  
that	
  they	
  are	
  teaching	
  students	
  both	
  content	
  knowledge	
  and	
  skills	
  for	
  success	
  in	
  all	
  subjects	
  and	
  life.	
  
This	
  orientation	
  towards	
  teaching	
  students	
  beyond	
  specific	
  content	
  areas	
  will	
  provide	
  an	
  important	
  
bridge	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  the	
  content-­‐specific	
  learning	
  of	
  the	
  high	
  school.	
  To	
  this	
  end,	
  subject	
  area	
  teachers	
  
will	
  meet	
  regularly	
  in	
  interdisciplinary	
  grade	
  level	
  groups	
  to	
  discuss	
  the	
  academic	
  and	
  emotional	
  
development	
  of	
  the	
  whole	
  child.	
  	
  
	
  
Teachers	
  are	
  experts	
  in	
  their	
  fields	
  and	
  about	
  adolescent	
  development	
  and	
  are	
  supported	
  and	
  
encouraged	
  to	
  continue	
  growing	
  as	
  professionals	
  to	
  fulfill	
  the	
  school’s	
  mission.	
  
Research	
  has	
  shown	
  that	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  factor	
  contributing	
  to	
  students’	
  success	
  is	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  
instruction	
  they	
  are	
  receiving.	
  To	
  this	
  end,	
  at	
  Gateway	
  we	
  are	
  committed	
  to	
  ongoing	
  professional	
  
growth	
  of	
  our	
  teachers.	
  Gateway	
  faculty	
  participate	
  in	
  15	
  professional	
  development	
  days	
  throughout	
  
the	
  year,	
  focused	
  on	
  improving	
  teaching	
  and	
  learning	
  through	
  examining	
  recent	
  educational	
  research,	
  
analyzing	
  student	
  work	
  and	
  achievement	
  data,	
  sharing	
  best	
  practices,	
  building	
  school	
  culture,	
  and	
  
planning	
  improvements	
  to	
  our	
  academic	
  program.	
  Teachers	
  work	
  collaboratively	
  on	
  curriculum	
  planning	
  
teams	
  and	
  meet	
  as	
  a	
  full	
  staff	
  for	
  two	
  hours	
  each	
  week.	
  This	
  collaborative	
  work	
  and	
  focused	
  professional	
  
development	
  create	
  the	
  necessary	
  time	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  school’s	
  mission	
  will	
  be	
  interwoven	
  throughout	
  all	
  
classes	
  and	
  the	
  program.	
  Moreover,	
  it	
  allows	
  teachers	
  to	
  coordinate	
  the	
  explicit	
  cross-­‐curricular	
  
teaching	
  of	
  skills	
  and	
  themes	
  that	
  form	
  the	
  basis	
  of	
  thoughtful	
  education	
  at	
  the	
  middle	
  school	
  level.	
  In	
  
addition,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  works	
  with	
  Bay	
  Area	
  schools	
  of	
  education	
  to	
  provide	
  ongoing	
  
professional	
  development	
  opportunities	
  for	
  our	
  own	
  teachers	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  pre-­‐service	
  teachers.	
  	
  
	
  
Time	
  is	
  used	
  flexibly	
  to	
  support	
  student	
  learning	
  and	
  other	
  institutional	
  goals.	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  block	
  schedule	
  organizes	
  instruction	
  in	
  ways	
  that	
  are	
  more	
  conducive	
  to	
  
teaching	
  and	
  learning.	
  By	
  giving	
  Humanities	
  and	
  Math	
  classes	
  longer	
  blocks	
  of	
  time	
  for	
  instruction	
  and	
  
academic	
  activities,	
  our	
  block	
  schedule	
  allows	
  time	
  both	
  for	
  students	
  who	
  need	
  more	
  help	
  on	
  a	
  difficult	
  
concept	
  and	
  for	
  those	
  who	
  are	
  ready	
  to	
  delve	
  deeper	
  into	
  a	
  particular	
  subject.	
  Our	
  cohort	
  model	
  in	
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which	
  teachers	
  see	
  the	
  same	
  students	
  for	
  Math	
  or	
  Humanities	
  in	
  the	
  morning	
  and	
  Science	
  or	
  Learning	
  
Seminar	
  in	
  the	
  afternoon	
  also	
  allows	
  teachers	
  to	
  flexibly	
  use	
  class	
  time	
  if	
  they	
  need	
  to	
  extend	
  or	
  revisit	
  a	
  
lesson.	
  Moreover,	
  the	
  extended	
  blocks	
  support	
  Learning	
  Center	
  staff,	
  including	
  Learning	
  Specialists	
  and	
  
paraprofessionals,	
  to	
  support	
  students	
  during	
  individual	
  and	
  small	
  group	
  work	
  time.	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  foster	
  
community,	
  school	
  pride,	
  and	
  communication,	
  we	
  have	
  built	
  time	
  into	
  our	
  weekly	
  block	
  schedule	
  for	
  
school-­‐wide	
  assemblies	
  and	
  meetings,	
  advisory	
  and	
  extra	
  academic	
  support.	
  Gateway’s	
  schedule	
  and	
  
calendar	
  also	
  increase	
  additional	
  learning	
  opportunities	
  to	
  enhance	
  the	
  overall	
  educational	
  experience,	
  
such	
  as	
  community	
  service	
  projects,	
  college	
  visits,	
  outdoor	
  education	
  and	
  other	
  student	
  activities.	
  	
  
	
  
Being	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  both	
  a	
  school	
  community	
  and	
  a	
  larger	
  community	
  is	
  emphasized.	
  Academics	
  are	
  a	
  
crucial	
  part	
  of	
  preparation	
  for	
  high	
  school,	
  college	
  and	
  for	
  life.	
  But	
  true	
  education	
  requires	
  more.	
  One	
  of	
  
Gateway	
  Middle’s	
  core	
  values	
  is	
  a	
  focus	
  on	
  Community.	
  We	
  ask	
  students	
  to	
  actively	
  participate	
  in	
  their	
  
cohort,	
  advisory	
  and	
  school	
  community	
  by	
  lending	
  a	
  hand	
  when	
  someone	
  needs	
  help,	
  modeling	
  and	
  
standing	
  up	
  for	
  what	
  is	
  right,	
  taking	
  action	
  to	
  improve	
  things	
  in	
  our	
  school	
  community,	
  and	
  solving	
  
problems	
  peacefully.	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  supporting	
  students	
  to	
  learn	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  school	
  community,	
  
service	
  learning	
  is	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  program	
  to	
  emphasize	
  students’	
  essential	
  roles	
  in	
  two	
  
communities	
  –	
  that	
  within	
  the	
  school	
  and	
  that	
  beyond	
  the	
  school.	
  This	
  participation	
  in	
  service	
  learning	
  
promotes	
  a	
  strong	
  sense	
  of	
  self	
  and	
  respect	
  for	
  others	
  and	
  we	
  support	
  students	
  to	
  “focus	
  outward”	
  as	
  
they	
  progress	
  into	
  7th	
  and	
  8th	
  grades	
  through	
  advisory	
  service	
  projects.	
  
	
  	
  
Students	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  cutting	
  edge	
  technology.	
  
At	
  Gateway	
  we	
  believe	
  that	
  preparing	
  students	
  for	
  the	
  worlds	
  of	
  college	
  and	
  work	
  in	
  the	
  21st	
  Century	
  
must	
  include	
  access	
  to	
  and	
  proficiency	
  with	
  technology.	
  Our	
  students	
  use	
  technology	
  for	
  research	
  and	
  
analysis,	
  as	
  a	
  means	
  to	
  share,	
  store	
  and	
  publish	
  information,	
  to	
  create	
  multisensory	
  presentations,	
  to	
  
practice	
  individual	
  skills,	
  and	
  as	
  assistive	
  tools	
  to	
  access	
  the	
  curriculum	
  (e.g.	
  to	
  address	
  challenges	
  with	
  
written	
  language,	
  spelling	
  and	
  memory).	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  ensure	
  maximum	
  productivity	
  and	
  efficiency,	
  
Gateway	
  students	
  and	
  teachers	
  will	
  be	
  trained	
  throughout	
  the	
  year	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  use	
  various	
  technological	
  
resources	
  and	
  assistive	
  technologies.	
  Moreover,	
  all	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  trained	
  explicitly	
  in	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  
computers	
  to	
  create	
  and	
  share	
  their	
  knowledge	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  applications	
  or	
  software	
  that	
  can	
  support	
  
their	
  learning.	
  
	
  
The	
  learning	
  environment	
  is	
  safe,	
  both	
  physically	
  and	
  emotionally.	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  believes	
  that	
  students	
  must	
  feel	
  safe	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  achieve	
  at	
  their	
  highest	
  levels,	
  
and	
  we	
  take	
  this	
  responsibility	
  to	
  our	
  students	
  and	
  their	
  families	
  extremely	
  seriously.	
  Students’	
  physical	
  
and	
  emotional	
  safety	
  will	
  be	
  our	
  highest	
  priorities;	
  through	
  our	
  advisory	
  curriculum,	
  school	
  counselor,	
  
relationships	
  with	
  families,	
  connections	
  with	
  SFPD	
  and	
  other	
  community	
  agencies,	
  safety	
  drills	
  and	
  
procedures,	
  and	
  ongoing	
  dialogue,	
  we	
  will	
  work	
  hard	
  to	
  protect	
  our	
  students	
  while	
  they	
  are	
  at	
  Gateway	
  
and	
  help	
  them	
  live	
  safe	
  lives	
  outside	
  of	
  school.	
  Additionally,	
  Gateway	
  has	
  implemented	
  Restorative	
  
Practices	
  as	
  an	
  important	
  means	
  to	
  build	
  community,	
  address	
  community	
  grievances	
  and	
  infractions,	
  
and	
  teach	
  students	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  their	
  actions.	
  We	
  use	
  and	
  teach	
  affective	
  statements	
  and	
  community	
  
circles	
  as	
  proactive	
  practices	
  and	
  we	
  implement	
  written	
  reflections,	
  restorative	
  conferences	
  and	
  
restorative	
  circles	
  to	
  repair	
  harm.	
  All	
  teachers	
  and	
  staff	
  are	
  trained	
  in	
  Restorative	
  Practices	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  
restorative	
  questions,	
  so	
  that	
  we	
  can	
  collectively	
  foster	
  a	
  safe	
  environment	
  and	
  help	
  students	
  to	
  learn	
  to	
  
negotiate	
  conflict	
  and	
  prevent	
  and	
  repair	
  harm.	
  	
  
	
  
Based	
  on	
  these	
  values	
  and	
  conditions	
  for	
  learning,	
  we	
  created	
  Gateway’s	
  Ten	
  Principles	
  of	
  Learning	
  and	
  
Teaching,	
  which	
  we	
  use	
  as	
  the	
  basis	
  for	
  our	
  orientation	
  for	
  all	
  new	
  staff	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  in	
  our	
  fall	
  professional	
  
development	
  for	
  all	
  faculty	
  and	
  staff	
  each	
  year.	
  (Please	
  see	
  Appendix	
  B	
  for	
  GMS’s	
  Ten	
  Principles	
  of	
  
Learning	
  and	
  Teaching.)	
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G.	
  Overview	
  of	
  Academic	
  Program	
  
	
  

"Schools	
  must	
  offer	
  a	
  rich,	
  interesting	
  curriculum	
  full	
  of	
  powerful	
  ideas	
  and	
  experiences	
  aimed	
  at	
  
inspiring	
  its	
  students	
  with	
  the	
  desire	
  to	
  know	
  more,	
  sustains	
  students’	
  natural	
  desire	
  to	
  make	
  sense	
  of	
  

the	
  world	
  and	
  trusts	
  in	
  their	
  capacity	
  to	
  have	
  an	
  impact	
  on	
  it."	
  
	
  

The	
  Power	
  of	
  Their	
  Ideas,	
  Deborah	
  Meier	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School's	
  curriculum	
  is	
  designed	
  with	
  our	
  unique	
  mission	
  in	
  mind	
  and	
  is	
  intended	
  to	
  
foster	
  excellence	
  in	
  all	
  disciplines	
  associated	
  with	
  a	
  liberal	
  arts	
  tradition.	
  Faculty	
  members	
  guide	
  
students	
  to	
  master	
  skills,	
  to	
  acquire	
  knowledge,	
  and	
  to	
  think	
  critically,	
  creatively	
  and	
  independently.	
  The	
  
School	
  strives	
  to	
  help	
  young	
  people	
  achieve	
  their	
  potential	
  not	
  only	
  in	
  intellectual	
  understanding	
  but	
  
also	
  in	
  aesthetic	
  sensitivity	
  and	
  moral	
  decisiveness.	
  	
  
	
  
All	
  academic	
  courses	
  at	
  Gateway	
  are	
  standards-­‐based,	
  incorporating	
  California	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  
Standards	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  Gateway’s	
  particular	
  emphasis	
  on	
  self-­‐awareness	
  in	
  learning	
  and	
  action,	
  
commitment	
  to	
  community,	
  and	
  integrity.	
  Since	
  it	
  inception,	
  the	
  school	
  has	
  dedicated	
  resources	
  and	
  
professional	
  development	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  transition	
  to	
  Common	
  Core	
  aligned	
  curriculum	
  and	
  
instructional	
  practices.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  college	
  preparatory	
  curriculum	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  program	
  prepares	
  students	
  for	
  college	
  
preparatory	
  work	
  in	
  high	
  school	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  for	
  college	
  study	
  after	
  high	
  school.	
  The	
  coursework	
  prepares	
  
students	
  for	
  a	
  college-­‐preparatory	
  high	
  school	
  math	
  program,	
  for	
  all	
  students	
  take	
  a	
  rigorous	
  course	
  
progression	
  that	
  is	
  aligned	
  with	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  Standards	
  for	
  Math	
  (see	
  the	
  Math	
  description	
  below	
  
for	
  more	
  details).	
  In	
  alignment	
  with	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  College	
  and	
  Career	
  Readiness	
  Anchor	
  Standards	
  
for	
  Literacy,	
  we	
  strive	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  skills	
  necessary	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  write	
  at	
  least	
  at	
  grade	
  level	
  
by	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  their	
  8th	
  grade	
  year.	
  At	
  Gateway,	
  we	
  are	
  committed	
  to	
  supporting	
  our	
  students	
  in	
  meeting	
  
their	
  academic	
  and	
  personal	
  goals,	
  thus	
  our	
  academic	
  requirements	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  prepare	
  them	
  for	
  
success	
  in	
  a	
  college	
  preparatory	
  high	
  school	
  and	
  to	
  inspire	
  them	
  to	
  continue	
  their	
  commitment	
  as	
  
lifelong	
  learners.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  challenges	
  students	
  in	
  mind,	
  body	
  and	
  spirit	
  to	
  see	
  beyond	
  themselves,	
  to	
  go	
  beyond	
  the	
  
familiar,	
  and	
  to	
  remain	
  committed	
  to	
  developing	
  what	
  is	
  finest	
  in	
  themselves	
  and	
  others.	
  To	
  reach	
  these	
  
multiple	
  goals,	
  each	
  academic	
  subject	
  instructs	
  students	
  both	
  on	
  the	
  skills	
  and	
  content	
  of	
  that	
  subject	
  
area	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  on	
  the	
  meta-­‐cognitive	
  strategies	
  important	
  for	
  success	
  in	
  all	
  subject	
  areas.	
  Gateway’s	
  
Leadership	
  Team,	
  professional	
  development	
  and	
  collaborative	
  planning	
  structures,	
  and	
  Learning	
  Center	
  
are	
  instrumental	
  in	
  articulating	
  and	
  scaffolding	
  the	
  curriculum	
  of	
  skill	
  development	
  and	
  strategic	
  
learning.	
  By	
  providing	
  common	
  planning	
  time,	
  weekly	
  grade	
  level	
  meetings,	
  and	
  weekly	
  professional	
  
development	
  time	
  to	
  work	
  together	
  as	
  the	
  whole	
  faculty,	
  teachers	
  are	
  able	
  to	
  develop	
  common	
  
practices	
  to	
  support	
  students’	
  “learning	
  about	
  learning.”	
  	
  Specifically,	
  the	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  class	
  
provides	
  core	
  instruction	
  in	
  these	
  meta-­‐cognitive	
  strategies,	
  while	
  simultaneous,	
  repeated	
  practice	
  and	
  
implementation	
  of	
  these	
  strategies	
  is	
  integrated	
  into	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  content	
  areas.	
  At	
  the	
  same	
  time,	
  
reading	
  and	
  writing	
  are	
  incorporated	
  across	
  all	
  subject	
  areas.	
  Finally,	
  all	
  classes	
  are	
  designed	
  with	
  the	
  
principles	
  and	
  philosophy	
  of	
  Universal	
  Design	
  for	
  Learning	
  in	
  mind	
  and	
  in	
  collaboration	
  with	
  Learning	
  
Specialists	
  from	
  our	
  Learning	
  Center,	
  giving	
  all	
  students	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  curriculum.	
  	
  
	
  
Please	
  see	
  Appendix	
  C	
  for	
  Gateway	
  Middle’s	
  6th,	
  7th	
  and	
  8th	
  Grade	
  Curriculum	
  Guides,	
  which	
  outline	
  
the	
  curriculum	
  for	
  each	
  course	
  for	
  students	
  and	
  families.	
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1) Learning	
  Seminar	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  serves	
  as	
  a	
  centerpiece	
  to	
  the	
  overall	
  academic	
  
program;	
  the	
  aim	
  of	
  this	
  class	
  is	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  reading	
  and	
  learning	
  strategies	
  of	
  all	
  students.	
  In	
  
Learning	
  Seminar,	
  we	
  explicitly	
  teach	
  students	
  metacognitive	
  reading	
  and	
  learning	
  strategies	
  so	
  
that	
  students	
  develop	
  an	
  awareness	
  of	
  how	
  they	
  read	
  to	
  comprehend	
  and	
  how	
  they	
  use	
  
strategies	
  to	
  learn.	
  

The	
  content	
  and	
  skills	
  taught	
  in	
  the	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  are	
  complemented,	
  applied,	
  and	
  
reinforced	
  across	
  the	
  disciplines.	
  In	
  this	
  way	
  the	
  teaching	
  of	
  all	
  meta-­‐cognitive	
  skills	
  are	
  
practiced	
  and	
  applied	
  in	
  context.	
  In	
  addition,	
  the	
  teaching	
  and	
  learning	
  of	
  reading	
  
comprehension	
  strategies	
  are	
  further	
  reinforced	
  and	
  practiced	
  in	
  all	
  other	
  subject	
  areas.	
  
Teachers	
  have	
  common	
  planning	
  time	
  weekly	
  to	
  collaborate	
  and	
  coordinate	
  this	
  curriculum.	
  	
  
	
  
Learning	
  Strategies	
  Component:	
  

Through	
  the	
  learning	
  strategies	
  component	
  of	
  the	
  class,	
  all	
  populations	
  of	
  students	
  develop	
  self-­‐
awareness	
  as	
  college-­‐bound	
  learners	
  and	
  acquire	
  appropriate	
  meta-­‐cognitive	
  learning	
  strategies	
  
to	
  meet	
  their	
  educational	
  goals.	
  Since	
  GMS	
  has	
  a	
  diverse	
  student	
  population	
  –including	
  but	
  not	
  
limited	
  to	
  first	
  generation	
  college-­‐bound	
  students,	
  historically	
  underserved	
  students,	
  gifted	
  
students,	
  and	
  students	
  with	
  learning	
  differences—through	
  the	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  class	
  Gateway	
  
promotes	
  student	
  appreciation	
  and	
  understanding	
  of	
  all	
  kinds	
  of	
  learning	
  styles	
  as	
  students	
  
learn	
  more	
  about	
  themselves	
  and	
  others.	
  	
  

In	
  addition,	
  since	
  the	
  middle	
  years	
  constitute	
  a	
  critical	
  time	
  for	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  students’	
  
self-­‐concept	
  and	
  learning	
  strategies,	
  a	
  central	
  goal	
  of	
  this	
  class	
  is	
  developing	
  students’	
  meta-­‐
cognitive	
  skills.	
  As	
  students	
  become	
  more	
  meta-­‐cognitively	
  aware,	
  they	
  develop	
  an	
  
understanding	
  of	
  their	
  own	
  learning	
  strengths	
  and	
  weaknesses	
  and	
  create	
  a	
  more	
  accurate,	
  pro-­‐
active,	
  self-­‐concept	
  of	
  themselves	
  as	
  learners.	
  Some	
  important	
  topics	
  include	
  how	
  students	
  
prepare	
  to	
  learn	
  physically	
  and	
  mentally	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  how	
  they	
  acquire,	
  process	
  and	
  retain	
  
information.	
  Students	
  who	
  learn	
  learning	
  strategies	
  become	
  more	
  “autonomous	
  and	
  
independent”	
  in	
  academia,	
  thus	
  furthering	
  their	
  preparation	
  for	
  a	
  college	
  preparatory	
  high	
  
school	
  and	
  beyond.	
  

Content	
   Skills	
  
•	
  	
  Learning	
  Differences	
  &	
  Learning	
  Styles	
  	
  
•	
  	
  Goal	
  setting,	
  planning	
  and	
  self-­‐evaluation	
  
•	
  	
  Understanding	
  growth	
  vs.	
  fixed	
  mindsets	
  
•	
  	
  Organization	
  and	
  planning	
  strategies	
  (e.g.	
  
organizing	
  resources,	
  chunking	
  time,	
  use	
  of	
  
planner	
  and	
  calendar)	
  	
  

•	
  	
  Memory	
  strategies	
  (e.g.	
  Lists,	
  Quizlet	
  app,	
  
Acronyms)	
  

•	
  	
  Note-­‐taking	
  strategies	
  (e.g.	
  Cornell	
  Notes)	
  
•	
  	
  Test-­‐taking	
  strategies	
  	
  
•	
  	
  Cooperative	
  learning	
  strategies	
  (e.g.	
  
collaborative	
  roles,	
  active	
  listening,	
  
paraphrasing,	
  building	
  on	
  others	
  ideas)	
  

•	
  Evaluating	
  effective	
  methods	
  of	
  organizing	
  
work,	
  managing	
  time,	
  and	
  arranging	
  the	
  
physical	
  environment	
  to	
  study	
  
•	
  Meta-­‐cognitively	
  monitoring	
  work,	
  personal	
  
success	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  all	
  learning	
  strategies	
  
•	
  Monitoring	
  and	
  evaluating	
  strategy	
  use	
  
•	
  Strategies	
  for	
  interacting	
  with	
  others	
  
•	
  How	
  to	
  use	
  various	
  academic	
  technology	
  
tools	
  (e.g.	
  email,	
  GoogleDocs,)	
  

•	
  Strategies	
  to	
  advocate	
  for	
  one’s	
  evolving	
  
learning	
  needs	
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•	
  	
  Attention	
  strategies	
  (e.g.	
  SLANT)	
  
•	
  	
  Assistive	
  technology	
  (e.g.	
  text	
  to	
  speech	
  
apps)	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

Reading	
  Strategies	
  Component:	
  

The	
  goal	
  of	
  the	
  reading	
  strategies	
  component	
  of	
  the	
  class	
  is	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  reading	
  skills,	
  
strategies	
  and	
  habits	
  of	
  all	
  students.	
  The	
  weekly	
  reading	
  lessons	
  focus	
  on	
  reading	
  fluency	
  and	
  
comprehension.	
  Students	
  read	
  a	
  diverse	
  range	
  of	
  texts	
  and	
  learn	
  specific	
  reading	
  
comprehension	
  strategies	
  to	
  unpack	
  texts.	
  Some	
  of	
  the	
  explicit	
  reading	
  comprehension	
  
strategies	
  and	
  approaches	
  that	
  are	
  taught	
  include	
  West	
  Ed’s	
  Reading	
  Apprenticeship	
  model,	
  the	
  
Guided	
  Reading	
  model,	
  and	
  the	
  Strategic	
  Instruction	
  Model	
  (SIM).	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  addition,	
  depending	
  on	
  the	
  diagnosed	
  reading	
  level	
  of	
  individual	
  students,	
  the	
  reading	
  class	
  is	
  
tailored	
  to	
  meet	
  their	
  particular	
  level.	
  All	
  students	
  are	
  assessed	
  using	
  a	
  Reading	
  
Comprehensions	
  screener	
  (e.g.	
  NWEA’s	
  Measures	
  of	
  Academic	
  Progress	
  or	
  the	
  Scholastic	
  
Reading	
  Inventory)	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  Fountas	
  and	
  Pinell	
  assessment;	
  based	
  on	
  their	
  reading	
  skills	
  
and	
  levels,	
  students	
  are	
  taught	
  in	
  differentiated	
  Guided	
  Reading	
  groups.	
  Students	
  who	
  are	
  
reading	
  significantly	
  below	
  grade	
  level	
  receive	
  more	
  frequent	
  and	
  intensive	
  small	
  group	
  reading	
  
instruction	
  as	
  an	
  intervention	
  during	
  Learning	
  Seminar.	
  	
  
	
  
Finally,	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  is	
  the	
  avenue	
  for	
  supporting	
  and	
  implementing	
  our	
  whole	
  school	
  
reading	
  initiative	
  to	
  foster	
  students’	
  becoming	
  life-­‐long	
  readers	
  by	
  promoting	
  daily	
  
extracurricular	
  reading.	
  To	
  support	
  students’	
  successful	
  independent	
  reading	
  at	
  appropriate	
  
levels,	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  classrooms	
  have	
  classroom	
  libraries	
  with	
  diverse	
  texts,	
  teachers	
  
instruct	
  students	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  choose	
  a	
  “just	
  right”	
  book	
  and	
  students	
  are	
  asked	
  to	
  read	
  30	
  
minutes	
  per	
  day	
  in	
  texts	
  of	
  their	
  choice.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

Content	
   Skills	
  
•	
  Independent	
  reading,	
  both	
  in	
  class	
  and	
  on	
  one’s	
  
own	
  

•	
  Read	
  a	
  broad	
  range	
  of	
  fiction	
  and	
  non-­‐fiction	
  
texts.	
  

•	
  Effective	
  reading	
  comprehension	
  strategies	
  to	
  
make	
  sense	
  of	
  complex	
  texts	
  (e.g.,	
  questioning,	
  
summarizing,	
  visualizing,	
  paraphrasing,	
  
predicting,	
  making	
  inferences)	
  

•	
  Critical	
  reading	
  strategies	
  (e.g.	
  analyze	
  an	
  
argument	
  in	
  a	
  text;	
  identify	
  author’s	
  purpose	
  for	
  
writing)	
  

	
  

•	
  Utilize	
  appropriate	
  reading	
  comprehension	
  
strategies	
  for	
  different	
  kinds	
  of	
  texts	
  (e.g.	
  
different	
  reading	
  strategies	
  for	
  math	
  vs.	
  English	
  
Language	
  Arts).	
  

•	
  Use	
  specific	
  reading	
  strategies	
  to	
  make	
  meaning	
  
of	
  a	
  complex	
  text	
  

•	
  All	
  students	
  advance	
  their	
  reading	
  level	
  by	
  a	
  
grade	
  level	
  or	
  more	
  per	
  year.	
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2) Humanities	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  Humanities	
  program	
  provides	
  students	
  an	
  integrated	
  study	
  of	
  English-­‐
Language	
  Arts	
  and	
  History–Social	
  Studies	
  at	
  each	
  grade	
  level	
  that	
  is	
  rigorous	
  and	
  college-­‐
preparatory	
  and	
  meets	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  Standards.	
  The	
  Humanities	
  courses	
  follow	
  the	
  
thematic	
  sequence	
  below:	
  
	
  
Humanities	
  6	
  –	
  World	
  Literature,	
  History	
  &	
  Geography:	
  Ancient	
  Civilizations	
  
Humanities	
  7	
  –	
  World	
  Literature,	
  History	
  &	
  Geography:	
  Medieval	
  and	
  Early	
  Modern	
  Times	
  
Humanities	
  8	
  –	
  U.S.	
  Literature,	
  History	
  and	
  Geography	
  
	
  
The	
  framing	
  philosophy	
  of	
  the	
  Humanities	
  program	
  is	
  to	
  provide	
  students	
  a	
  coherent,	
  integrated	
  
curriculum	
  in	
  which	
  central	
  questions	
  frame	
  each	
  unit.	
  The	
  development	
  of	
  all	
  reading,	
  writing	
  
and	
  thinking	
  skills	
  thus	
  are	
  taught	
  in	
  context,	
  creating	
  more	
  meaning	
  and	
  purpose	
  to	
  their	
  
development	
  (National	
  Middle	
  School	
  Association	
  2010).	
  Teachers	
  draw	
  upon	
  many	
  fiction	
  and	
  
non-­‐fiction	
  texts	
  for	
  students’	
  study	
  and	
  use	
  these	
  varied	
  texts	
  to	
  engage	
  students	
  in	
  learning	
  
reading	
  and	
  writing	
  skills	
  in	
  alignment	
  with	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  Standards	
  for	
  Literacy.	
  The	
  social	
  
studies	
  components	
  draw	
  primarily	
  from	
  History	
  Alive!,	
  by	
  Teachers	
  Curriculum	
  Institute;	
  
however,	
  in	
  alignment	
  with	
  the	
  Common	
  Core,	
  students	
  also	
  engage	
  in	
  close	
  reading	
  of	
  
contemporary	
  editorials	
  and	
  articles	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  primary	
  source	
  documents.	
  For	
  example,	
  
teachers	
  draw	
  upon	
  resources	
  from	
  Facing	
  History	
  and	
  Ourselves,	
  and	
  the	
  Stanford	
  History	
  
Education	
  Group.	
  Age	
  and	
  content-­‐appropriate	
  fiction	
  is	
  also	
  included	
  at	
  all	
  grade	
  levels.	
  
Students	
  read	
  poems,	
  plays,	
  short	
  stories,	
  myths,	
  and	
  a	
  diverse	
  set	
  of	
  novels	
  such	
  as	
  The	
  Giver	
  
by	
  Lois	
  Lowry,	
  Esperanza	
  Rising	
  by	
  Pam	
  Munoz	
  Ryan,	
  Shakespeare’s	
  Romeo	
  and	
  Juliet,	
  The	
  
Absolutely	
  True	
  Diary	
  of	
  a	
  Part	
  Time	
  Indian	
  by	
  Sherman	
  Alexie,	
  The	
  Outsiders	
  by	
  S.E.	
  Hinton,	
  and	
  
Warriors	
  Don’t	
  Cry	
  by	
  Melba	
  Patillo	
  Beals.	
  Students	
  are	
  both	
  challenged	
  to	
  read	
  complex	
  texts	
  in	
  
alignment	
  with	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  and	
  students	
  are	
  supported	
  with	
  scaffolds	
  and	
  activities	
  to	
  
allow	
  all	
  students	
  to	
  access	
  the	
  curriculum.	
  

	
  
The	
  integrated	
  Humanities	
  curriculum	
  lends	
  itself	
  to	
  teachers’	
  utilizing	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  learning	
  
strategies	
  to	
  engage	
  all	
  kinds	
  of	
  learners.	
  Hands-­‐on	
  and	
  project-­‐based	
  learning	
  experiences	
  
compromise	
  a	
  central	
  portion	
  of	
  the	
  curriculum,	
  as	
  these	
  instructional	
  strategies	
  provide	
  
multiple	
  ways	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  learn,	
  naturally	
  build	
  in	
  opportunities	
  for	
  differentiation	
  and	
  
individualized	
  support,	
  and	
  support	
  students’	
  development	
  as	
  active	
  members	
  of	
  their	
  learning	
  
community.	
  At	
  the	
  same	
  time,	
  whole	
  class	
  and	
  direct-­‐instruction	
  methods	
  provide	
  a	
  critical	
  
avenue	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  learn	
  key	
  skills	
  and	
  content	
  to	
  support	
  such	
  projects.	
  For	
  example,	
  
teachers	
  provide	
  lessons	
  on	
  Latin	
  roots	
  for	
  vocabulary,	
  characteristics	
  of	
  the	
  short	
  story,	
  
strategies	
  for	
  revising	
  a	
  written	
  narrative,	
  note-­‐taking	
  strategies	
  for	
  an	
  expository	
  text,	
  and	
  
finding	
  evidence	
  in	
  a	
  text	
  to	
  support	
  one’s	
  claim.	
  Lastly,	
  the	
  extended	
  block	
  of	
  Humanities	
  
allows	
  opportunities	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  work	
  individually	
  on	
  tasks	
  such	
  as	
  revising	
  written	
  work	
  
through	
  multiple	
  drafts	
  in	
  preparation	
  for	
  delivery	
  to	
  an	
  authentic	
  audience.	
  During	
  such	
  
independent	
  work	
  time,	
  the	
  close	
  integration	
  of	
  our	
  Learning	
  Center	
  staff	
  allows	
  us	
  to	
  support	
  
all	
  learners	
  individually	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  in	
  flexible	
  groups.	
  This	
  structure	
  encourages	
  differentiation	
  
and	
  universal	
  access	
  for	
  all	
  students.	
  Students	
  write	
  daily	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  short	
  prompts	
  and	
  they	
  
complete	
  longer,	
  multi-­‐draft	
  writing	
  pieces,	
  including	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  narrative,	
  one	
  expository,	
  one	
  
argumentative	
  and	
  one	
  research	
  paper	
  in	
  each	
  grade	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  these	
  authentic,	
  mission-­‐
consistent	
  learning	
  experiences.	
  In	
  addition,	
  all	
  students	
  complete	
  interdisciplinary,	
  group	
  
exhibition	
  projects	
  that	
  are	
  presented	
  to	
  families	
  and	
  community	
  members	
  at	
  a	
  school-­‐wide	
  
exhibition	
  in	
  the	
  spring.	
  

	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  believes	
  that	
  successfully	
  preparing	
  students	
  for	
  a	
  college	
  preparatory	
  
high	
  school	
  and	
  college	
  involves	
  teaching	
  them	
  both	
  a	
  broad	
  range	
  of	
  content	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  
developing	
  the	
  meta-­‐cognitive	
  learning	
  strategies	
  to	
  flexibly	
  learn	
  new	
  material.	
  For	
  this	
  reason,	
  
each	
  unit	
  of	
  content	
  study	
  in	
  the	
  Humanities	
  program	
  requires	
  students	
  to	
  practice	
  and	
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integrate	
  learning	
  and	
  study	
  strategies	
  that	
  they	
  learn	
  in	
  their	
  Learning	
  Seminar.	
  In	
  this	
  way	
  
student	
  have	
  repeated	
  context-­‐based	
  opportunities	
  to	
  implement	
  and	
  practice	
  meta-­‐cognitive	
  
learning	
  strategies.	
  	
  
	
  
A	
  sample	
  of	
  the	
  major	
  Humanities	
  content	
  and	
  skills	
  across	
  the	
  three	
  years	
  is	
  below.	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School’s	
  entire	
  curriculum	
  is	
  in	
  alignment	
  with	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  Standards.	
  
	
  

Content	
   Skills	
  
English	
  &	
  Language	
  Arts	
  	
  
• Reading	
  Informational	
  Texts	
  and	
  understanding	
  
the	
  structure	
  of	
  genres:	
  	
  historical	
  texts,	
  primary	
  
source	
  documents,	
  persuasive	
  texts,	
  expository	
  
texts	
  
	
  

• Reading	
  Literature	
  and	
  Fiction	
  and	
  
understanding	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  genres:	
  short	
  
stories,	
  novels,	
  poetry,	
  plays,	
  song	
  lyrics	
  

	
  
• Writing	
  in	
  multiple	
  genres:	
  narrative	
  writing,	
  
poetry,	
  informative	
  and	
  explanatory	
  writing,	
  
responses	
  to	
  literature,	
  research	
  reports,	
  writing	
  
arguments	
  to	
  support	
  claims	
  

	
  
• Vocabulary	
  development	
  and	
  word	
  study:	
  	
  Greek	
  
and	
  Latin	
  roots,	
  morphemic	
  awareness,	
  using	
  
context	
  clues	
  

	
  
History	
  &	
  Social	
  Studies	
  
•	
  	
  Ancient	
  Civilizations	
  (6th	
  grade):	
  	
  Rome,	
  
Mesopotamia,	
  India,	
  China,	
  Africa,	
  Egypt,	
  
Greece,	
  Kush,	
  Judaism	
  

•	
  	
  Medieval	
  and	
  Early	
  Modern	
  History	
  (7th	
  grade):	
  	
  
Roman	
  Empire,	
  Islam,	
  Sub-­‐Saharan	
  Africa,	
  China,	
  
Japan,	
  Europe,	
  Meso-­‐America/Andean	
  
Civilizations,	
  Renaissance	
  and	
  Reformation,	
  
Science	
  and	
  the	
  Age	
  of	
  Reason	
  

•	
  	
  US	
  History:	
  US	
  Constitution	
  to	
  World	
  War	
  I	
  (8th	
  
grade):	
  	
  US	
  Constitution,	
  US	
  foreign	
  policy	
  and	
  
expansion,	
  regional	
  differences	
  in	
  the	
  US,	
  
slavery,	
  the	
  Civil	
  War	
  and	
  Reconstruction,	
  World	
  
War	
  I	
  

Writing	
  
• Write	
  in	
  different	
  genres,	
  including	
  narrative	
  
writing,	
  informative/explanatory	
  writing,	
  
argumentative	
  writing	
  and	
  research-­‐based	
  
writing	
  

• Write	
  for	
  different	
  purposes,	
  both	
  formal	
  and	
  
informal	
  

• Organizing	
  writing	
  for	
  different	
  purposes	
  	
  
• Using	
  the	
  writing	
  process	
  to	
  organize	
  ideas,	
  
write,	
  revise,	
  edit	
  and	
  publish	
  	
  

• Supporting	
  claims	
  with	
  reasoning	
  and	
  evidence	
  
• Using	
  transitions,	
  and	
  content-­‐specific	
  academic	
  
vocabulary	
  to	
  clearly	
  express	
  ideas	
  
	
  

Reading	
  
	
  	
  
• Use	
  reading	
  strategies	
  to	
  decode,	
  read,	
  
comprehend	
  and	
  analyze	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  genres	
  and	
  
texts	
  

• Analyze	
  structure	
  of	
  texts	
  and	
  author’s	
  point	
  of	
  
view	
  

• Identify	
  and	
  evaluate	
  claims	
  and	
  evidence	
  in	
  a	
  
text	
  

	
  
Speaking	
  
• Effectively	
  engage	
  in	
  collaborative	
  discussions	
  on	
  
topics,	
  texts	
  and	
  issues	
  (whole	
  class,	
  small	
  group	
  
or	
  pair	
  academic	
  discussions)	
  

• Practice	
  and	
  use	
  academic	
  language	
  
•	
  	
  Organize	
  and	
  prepare	
  for	
  oral	
  presentation	
  
	
  
Meta-­‐cognition	
  
•	
  	
  Study	
  strategies	
  
•	
  	
  Organizational	
  strategies	
  for	
  writing,	
  studying	
  &	
  
learning	
  

•	
  	
  Reading	
  strategies	
  
•	
  	
  Note-­‐taking	
  strategies	
  
	
  
History	
  
•	
  	
  Chronological	
  and	
  Spatial	
  Thinking	
  
•	
  	
  Analyzing	
  Cause	
  and	
  Effect	
  
•	
  	
  Changing	
  interpretations	
  of	
  history	
  	
  
•	
  	
  Research,	
  Evidence,	
  and	
  Perspective	
  

-­‐	
  Framing	
  research	
  questions	
  
-­‐	
  Analyzing	
  primary	
  and	
  secondary	
  sources	
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-­‐	
  Analyzing	
  bias	
  
-­‐	
  Interpreting	
  history	
  

Geography	
  
•	
  	
  Constructing,	
  analyzing,	
  and	
  comparing	
  maps	
  

	
  
	
  

3) Math:	
  Procedural	
  and	
  Conceptual	
  	
  
	
  

Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  approach	
  to	
  teaching	
  mathematics	
  is	
  closely	
  aligned	
  to	
  the	
  Common	
  
Core	
  mathematical	
  Practices	
  and	
  is	
  organized	
  to	
  meet	
  all	
  aspects	
  of	
  the	
  California	
  Common	
  Core	
  
State	
  Standards.	
  Our	
  math	
  program	
  embraces	
  a	
  balanced	
  approach	
  with	
  emphasis	
  on	
  
developing	
  computation	
  and	
  procedural	
  knowledge,	
  conceptual	
  understandings,	
  and	
  problem	
  
solving	
  skills.	
  Within	
  a	
  daily	
  80-­‐minute	
  block,	
  students	
  engage	
  in	
  varied	
  learning	
  experiences	
  
encompassing	
  individual,	
  partner,	
  and	
  group	
  work.	
  Lessons	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  engage	
  students	
  in	
  
the	
  “why”	
  and	
  the	
  “what”	
  of	
  math.	
  Problem	
  solving	
  tasks	
  are	
  often	
  rich	
  and	
  non-­‐routine.	
  As	
  
students	
  investigate	
  a	
  concept,	
  they	
  uncover	
  key	
  points,	
  analyze	
  the	
  strengths	
  of	
  varied	
  
strategies,	
  and	
  share	
  their	
  reasoning	
  both	
  orally	
  and	
  in	
  writing	
  .The	
  use	
  of	
  manipulatives,	
  visual	
  
models,	
  and	
  real	
  world	
  examples	
  allows	
  students	
  to	
  manipulate	
  ideas	
  and	
  make	
  deeper	
  math	
  
connections.	
  In	
  addition,	
  math	
  routines	
  such	
  as	
  daily	
  do-­‐now’s,	
  number	
  talks	
  and	
  math	
  
discussions	
  allow	
  students	
  to	
  grapple	
  with	
  math	
  ideas	
  and	
  to	
  strengthen	
  mental	
  math	
  skills	
  and	
  
pattern	
  recognition.	
  Math	
  notebooks	
  are	
  used	
  to	
  maintain	
  a	
  record	
  of	
  learning,	
  to	
  support	
  
writing	
  in	
  math,	
  and	
  to	
  provide	
  opportunities	
  for	
  reflection	
  on	
  learning.	
  Differentiation	
  and	
  
universal	
  access	
  to	
  curriculum	
  is	
  often	
  achieved	
  through	
  targeted	
  small	
  group	
  and	
  individual	
  
instruction,	
  redesign	
  of	
  handouts,	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  scaffolds	
  such	
  as	
  calculators,	
  sentence	
  frames	
  and	
  
word	
  banks.	
  Gateway’s	
  extended	
  blocks	
  of	
  math	
  thus	
  allow	
  for	
  in-­‐depth	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  
conceptual	
  math,	
  opportunities	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  collaboratively	
  make	
  sense	
  of	
  math,	
  and	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  differentiation	
  to	
  meet	
  all	
  students	
  learning	
  needs.	
  

	
  
At	
  the	
  same	
  time,	
  Gateway’s	
  mission-­‐specific	
  features	
  of	
  student	
  reflection	
  and	
  meta-­‐cognitive	
  
awareness	
  of	
  learning	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  reading	
  and	
  writing	
  across	
  the	
  subject	
  areas	
  are	
  woven	
  
throughout	
  the	
  course.	
  Specifically,	
  students	
  are	
  taught	
  specific	
  reading	
  comprehension	
  skills	
  
and	
  content	
  area	
  vocabulary	
  to	
  comprehend	
  math	
  texts	
  and	
  tasks	
  and	
  to	
  develop	
  attack	
  skills	
  
for	
  word	
  problems.	
  Students	
  utilize	
  problem-­‐solving	
  organizers	
  to	
  make	
  sense	
  of	
  problems	
  and	
  
they	
  develop	
  individual	
  toolkits	
  to	
  support	
  reflective,	
  self-­‐aware	
  learning.	
  	
  
	
  
At	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  all	
  students	
  take	
  a	
  progression	
  of	
  math	
  courses	
  in	
  alignment	
  with	
  the	
  
Common	
  Core	
  which	
  is	
  very	
  similar	
  to	
  the	
  course	
  sequence	
  adopted	
  by	
  the	
  SFUSD	
  Board	
  of	
  
Education	
  for	
  all	
  SFUSD	
  middle	
  and	
  high	
  schools.	
  All	
  GMS	
  students	
  take	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  6,	
  7	
  and	
  8;	
  
each	
  of	
  these	
  courses	
  includes	
  algebra,	
  with	
  increased	
  depth	
  as	
  the	
  grades	
  progress.	
  At	
  the	
  end	
  
of	
  the	
  8th	
  grade	
  year,	
  upon	
  completion	
  of	
  the	
  middle	
  school	
  Common	
  Core	
  Math	
  progression,	
  all	
  
students	
  are	
  prepared	
  for	
  a	
  college	
  preparatory	
  mathematics	
  program	
  in	
  high	
  school.	
  Please	
  see	
  
Appendix	
  D,	
  which	
  includes	
  a	
  more	
  detailed	
  overview	
  of	
  our	
  Common	
  Core	
  Math	
  Progression.	
  
	
  
Gateway’s	
  Common	
  Core	
  Math	
  courses	
  draw	
  upon	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  curriculum	
  texts	
  and	
  resources.	
  
The	
  primary	
  textbook	
  that	
  teachers	
  draw	
  upon	
  when	
  developing	
  curriculum	
  is	
  Connected	
  
Mathematics	
  Program	
  (CMP)	
  which	
  is	
  a	
  Common	
  Core-­‐aligned	
  textbook.	
  Teachers	
  also	
  draw	
  
upon	
  a	
  wide	
  variety	
  of	
  supplemental	
  curriculum	
  resources	
  including	
  Number	
  Talks,	
  SFUSD’s	
  
Common	
  Core	
  curriculum	
  materials,	
  MARS	
  math	
  tasks	
  from	
  the	
  Mathematics	
  Assessment	
  
Project	
  and	
  computer-­‐based	
  programs	
  such	
  as	
  Khan	
  Academy	
  to	
  target	
  instruction	
  to	
  individual	
  
learning	
  needs.	
  
	
  
A	
  sample	
  of	
  the	
  major	
  Mathematical	
  content	
  and	
  skills	
  across	
  the	
  three	
  years	
  is	
  below.	
  Gateway	
  
Middle’s	
  math	
  curriculum	
  is	
  in	
  alignment	
  with	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  Standards.	
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Content	
   Skills	
  
In	
  alignment	
  with	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  Math	
  
Standards,	
  in	
  grades	
  6,	
  7,	
  and	
  8	
  students	
  will	
  
master	
  appropriate	
  grade-­‐level	
  concepts	
  of:	
  
• Number	
  Sense	
  /	
  Number	
  System	
  
• Ratio,	
  and	
  Proportional	
  Relationships	
  
• Expressions	
  and	
  Equations	
  	
  
• Geometry	
  and	
  Measurement	
  
• Algebra	
  and	
  Functions	
  
• Statistics,	
  Data	
  Analysis	
  and	
  Probability	
  
	
  
	
  

Mathematics	
  
• Using	
  strategies	
  to	
  make	
  sense	
  of	
  problems	
  
• Using	
  varied	
  approaches,	
  strategies	
  and	
  tools	
  to	
  solve	
  

problems	
  
• Using	
  varied	
  methods	
  to	
  represent	
  mathematical	
  

concepts	
  and	
  problems	
  
• Representing	
  and	
  solving	
  real-­‐world	
  problems	
  

mathematically	
  
• Analyzing	
  and	
  representing	
  patterns	
  
• Collecting,	
  organizing	
  and	
  analyzing	
  data	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  

make	
  a	
  prediction	
  or	
  decision	
  
• Reading,	
  creating	
  and	
  analyzing	
  graphs	
  and	
  charts	
  to	
  

understand	
  mathematical	
  relationships	
  
	
  
Listening,	
  Speaking	
  and	
  Writing	
  
• Explaining	
  one’s	
  mathematical	
  reasoning	
  orally	
  and	
  in	
  

writing	
  
• Discussing	
  problems	
  with	
  peers	
  and	
  collaboratively	
  

solving	
  problems	
  
• Organizing	
  and	
  preparing	
  for	
  oral	
  presentation	
  (e.g.	
  of	
  

a	
  concept	
  or	
  strategy	
  for	
  solving)	
  
	
  
Meta-­‐cognition	
  
• Reflecting	
  on	
  strategies	
  used	
  to	
  make	
  sense	
  of	
  and	
  

solve	
  problems	
  
• Meta-­‐cognitively	
  monitoring	
  work	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  

strategies	
  to	
  persevere	
  with	
  problems	
  
•	
  	
  Study	
  and	
  test	
  taking	
  strategies	
  	
  
•	
  	
  Organizational	
  strategies	
  for	
  studying	
  &	
  learning	
  
•	
  	
  Reading	
  comprehension	
  strategies	
  for	
  math	
  
•	
  	
  Note-­‐taking	
  strategies	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

4) Science	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  approach	
  to	
  teaching	
  science	
  is	
  organized	
  to	
  meet	
  all	
  aspects	
  of	
  the	
  
California	
  Common	
  Core	
  and	
  California	
  State	
  Standards.	
  In	
  preparation	
  for	
  the	
  future	
  transition	
  
to	
  the	
  Next	
  Generation	
  Science	
  Standards,	
  much	
  of	
  the	
  instruction	
  is	
  shifting	
  towards	
  an	
  
alignment	
  with	
  the	
  eight	
  core	
  science	
  practices.	
  With	
  four,	
  one-­‐hour	
  blocks	
  of	
  science	
  per	
  week,	
  
students	
  engage	
  in	
  varied	
  learning	
  experiences	
  encompassing	
  individual,	
  partner,	
  and	
  group	
  
work.	
  Investigations	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  engage	
  students	
  in	
  the	
  fundamental	
  skills	
  and	
  processes	
  
that	
  scientists	
  use	
  to	
  make	
  sense	
  of	
  the	
  world.	
  Curriculum	
  teaches	
  and	
  reinforces	
  inquiry,	
  
encourages	
  analysis	
  of	
  data,	
  and	
  supports	
  the	
  dynamic	
  process	
  of	
  answering	
  scientific	
  
questions.	
  Depending	
  upon	
  the	
  topic	
  of	
  study,	
  learning	
  opportunities	
  range	
  from	
  teacher	
  
directed	
  lab	
  opportunities	
  to	
  more	
  open-­‐ended,	
  student	
  centered	
  project	
  designs.	
  Writing	
  
explanations	
  and	
  arguing	
  from	
  evidence	
  are	
  embedded	
  in	
  most	
  units	
  of	
  study.	
  Similar	
  to	
  our	
  
study	
  of	
  mathematics,	
  as	
  students	
  investigate	
  a	
  concept,	
  they	
  uncover	
  key	
  points,	
  analyze	
  data,	
  
and	
  share	
  their	
  reasoning	
  both	
  orally	
  and	
  in	
  writing.	
  The	
  use	
  of	
  scientific	
  tools	
  such	
  as	
  
microscopes,	
  the	
  creation	
  of	
  scientific	
  models,	
  and	
  the	
  manipulation	
  of	
  ideas	
  through	
  small	
  and	
  
whole	
  group	
  discussion	
  allow	
  students	
  to	
  make	
  deeper	
  science	
  connections.	
  Science	
  notebooks	
  
are	
  used	
  to	
  maintain	
  a	
  record	
  of	
  learning,	
  to	
  support	
  observation	
  skills	
  (e.g.	
  sketching	
  and	
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descriptive	
  writing),	
  to	
  provide	
  opportunities	
  for	
  making	
  inferences	
  and	
  to	
  support	
  reflection	
  on	
  
learning.	
  Differentiation	
  and	
  universal	
  access	
  to	
  curriculum	
  is	
  often	
  achieved	
  through	
  targeted	
  
small	
  group	
  and	
  individual	
  instruction,	
  redesign	
  of	
  handouts,	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  scaffolds	
  such	
  as	
  
sentence	
  frames	
  and	
  word	
  banks	
  
	
  
To	
  meet	
  these	
  many	
  and	
  varied	
  goals,	
  science	
  teachers	
  draw	
  upon	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  texts	
  and	
  
resources.	
  Among	
  these	
  are	
  FOSS	
  Middle	
  School	
  Science	
  modules,	
  It’s	
  About	
  Time	
  “Investigating	
  
Earth	
  Systems”	
  and	
  It’s	
  About	
  Time’s	
  integrated,	
  NGSS-­‐aligned	
  “Project-­‐Based	
  Inquiry	
  Science”	
  
units.	
  In	
  addition,	
  teachers	
  draw	
  upon	
  resources	
  offered	
  through	
  the	
  California	
  Academy	
  of	
  
Science	
  and	
  the	
  Exploratorium	
  

	
  
Content	
   Skills	
  
•	
  Earth	
  Science	
  and	
  Ecology	
  (6th	
  grade):	
  
Plate	
  tectonics,	
  earth’s	
  structure,	
  earth’s	
  
surface,	
  forms	
  of	
  energy,	
  ecology,	
  earth’s	
  
resources,	
  food	
  webs	
  and	
  ecosystems	
  

	
  
•	
  Life	
  Science	
  (7th	
  grade):	
  Cell	
  biology,	
  
genetics,	
  evolution,	
  living	
  systems	
  
(structure,	
  functions	
  and	
  physical	
  
principles)	
  

	
  
•	
  Physical	
  Science	
  (8th	
  grade):	
  Motion,	
  
forces,	
  structure	
  of	
  matter,	
  chemistry	
  of	
  
living	
  systems,	
  periodic	
  table,	
  density	
  and	
  
buoyancy	
  

Science	
  
•	
  Designing	
  and	
  conducting	
  experiments	
  using	
  the	
  
Scientific	
  Method,	
  including	
  hypothesis,	
  observation,	
  
data,	
  data	
  analysis,	
  and	
  conclusions	
  

•	
  Using	
  tools	
  and	
  technology	
  to	
  collect	
  data	
  (e.g.	
  
microscopes,	
  computers)	
  

•	
  Representing	
  findings	
  in	
  both	
  graphic	
  and	
  written	
  form	
  
•	
  Distinguishing	
  between	
  variables	
  and	
  controls	
  in	
  
experiments	
  	
  

	
  
Writing	
  
•	
  	
  	
  Writing	
  lab	
  reports	
  for	
  presentations	
  	
  
•	
  	
  Researching	
  and	
  writing	
  scientific	
  reports	
  
	
  
Speaking	
  
•	
  	
  Organizing	
  and	
  preparing	
  for	
  oral	
  presentation	
  
	
  
Meta-­‐cognition	
  
•	
  	
  Study	
  strategies,	
  including	
  mnemonic	
  devices	
  
•	
  	
  Organizational	
  strategies	
  for	
  studying	
  &	
  learning	
  
•	
  	
  Reading	
  comprehension	
  strategies	
  
•	
  	
  Note-­‐taking	
  strategies	
  

	
  
	
  

5) Co-­‐Curricular	
  Activities:	
  	
  Physical	
  and	
  Health	
  Education	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  recognizes	
  the	
  essential	
  tie	
  between	
  students’	
  physical	
  health	
  and	
  
activity	
  and	
  their	
  academic	
  performance.	
  To	
  foster	
  both	
  healthy	
  minds	
  and	
  healthy	
  bodies,	
  all	
  
students	
  participate	
  in	
  a	
  physical	
  and	
  health	
  education	
  class	
  that	
  meets	
  the	
  California	
  Content	
  
Standards	
  in	
  Physical	
  Education	
  and	
  Health.	
  In	
  this	
  class	
  students	
  learn	
  health-­‐promoting	
  habits	
  
and	
  set	
  personal	
  goals	
  to	
  practice	
  these	
  habits	
  and	
  meet	
  physical	
  fitness	
  goals.	
  Some	
  critical	
  
components	
  of	
  this	
  class	
  are	
  nutrition	
  and	
  students’	
  understanding	
  their	
  own	
  social,	
  emotional,	
  
and	
  physical	
  development	
  as	
  adolescents.	
  
	
  
Another	
  important	
  element	
  of	
  the	
  class	
  is	
  students’	
  developing	
  their	
  motor	
  skills	
  in	
  a	
  broad	
  
range	
  of	
  activities.	
  Students	
  are	
  exposed	
  to	
  a	
  broad	
  range	
  of	
  team	
  sports	
  and	
  develop	
  the	
  skills	
  
to	
  participate	
  in	
  these	
  sports.	
  
	
  

Content	
   Skills	
  
Health	
  
•	
  Personal	
  safety	
  and	
  injury	
  prevention	
  
•	
  Alcohol,	
  tobacco	
  and	
  drugs	
  

•	
  Making	
  healthy	
  decisions	
  
•	
  Practicing	
  healthy	
  communication	
  
•	
  Resolving	
  conflicts	
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•	
  Mental,	
  emotional	
  and	
  social	
  health	
  
•	
  Nutrition	
  and	
  physical	
  activity	
  
•	
  Puberty,	
  Growth,	
  development	
  and	
  sexual	
  health	
  
(GMS	
  partners	
  with	
  Planned	
  Parenthood	
  for	
  this	
  
component	
  of	
  the	
  curriculum)	
  

	
  
Physical	
  Education	
  
•	
  Understand	
  the	
  relationship	
  between	
  physical	
  
activity	
  and	
  personal	
  health	
  

•	
  Improve	
  physical	
  fitness	
  	
  	
  
•	
  Participate	
  successfully	
  in	
  team	
  sports	
  and	
  
activities	
  

•	
  Working	
  in	
  teams	
  
	
  
Meta-­‐cognition	
  
•	
  	
  Setting	
  and	
  meeting	
  personal	
  goals	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
6) Co-­‐Curricular	
  Activities:	
  	
  Visual	
  and	
  Performing	
  Arts	
  

With	
  its	
  mission	
  to	
  teach	
  all	
  kinds	
  of	
  learners,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  recognizes	
  the	
  
importance	
  of	
  developing	
  students’	
  skills	
  in	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  areas.	
  To	
  this	
  end,	
  both	
  visual	
  and	
  
performing	
  arts	
  are	
  offered	
  at	
  the	
  school	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  co-­‐curricular	
  activities	
  in	
  the	
  afternoon.	
  The	
  
purpose	
  of	
  these	
  classes	
  is	
  to	
  develop	
  students’	
  artistic	
  perception,	
  creative	
  expression	
  and	
  
aesthetic	
  appreciation	
  for	
  many	
  visual	
  and	
  performing	
  arts.	
  Individual	
  units	
  of	
  study	
  in	
  these	
  
courses	
  are	
  linked	
  cross-­‐curricularly,	
  with	
  the	
  Humanities	
  classes	
  whenever	
  possible	
  to	
  build	
  
students’	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  historical	
  and	
  cultural	
  context	
  of	
  the	
  arts.	
  
	
  

7) Co-­‐Curricular	
  Activities:	
  	
  Spanish	
  &	
  Heritage	
  Spanish	
  
In	
  preparation	
  for	
  high	
  school	
  work	
  in	
  foreign	
  languages,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  students	
  have	
  
the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  study	
  Spanish	
  or	
  Heritage	
  Spanish	
  in	
  their	
  7th	
  and	
  8th	
  grade	
  years.	
  Through	
  
the	
  formal	
  study	
  of	
  another	
  language,	
  students	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  both	
  to	
  understand	
  more	
  
thoroughly	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  English	
  and	
  to	
  gain	
  a	
  greater	
  appreciation	
  for	
  common	
  Latin	
  roots	
  of	
  
words	
  in	
  both	
  English	
  and	
  Spanish.	
  Students	
  who	
  are	
  heritage	
  Spanish	
  speakers	
  have	
  the	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  develop	
  their	
  reading	
  comprehension	
  and	
  formal	
  writing	
  skills	
  in	
  their	
  heritage	
  
language.	
  The	
  Spanish	
  and	
  Heritage	
  Spanish	
  classes	
  also	
  offer	
  exposure	
  to	
  the	
  broad	
  range	
  of	
  
Spanish-­‐speaking	
  cultures.	
  
	
  

8) Advisory	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  advisory	
  program	
  contributes	
  to	
  the	
  overall	
  school	
  aims	
  of	
  a	
  strong	
  
community,	
  high	
  achievement,	
  student	
  self-­‐awareness,	
  and	
  student	
  integrity.	
  Each	
  year,	
  the	
  
advisor	
  will	
  be	
  the	
  primary	
  means	
  of	
  contact	
  and	
  outreach	
  to	
  parents,	
  caregivers	
  and	
  families.	
  
Moreover,	
  the	
  advisory	
  creates	
  opportunities	
  for	
  the	
  school	
  to	
  explicitly	
  teach	
  and	
  develop	
  the	
  
Expected	
  Schoolwide	
  Learning	
  Results	
  for	
  all	
  students.	
  Students	
  attend	
  their	
  advisory	
  class	
  every	
  
day	
  for	
  approximately	
  30	
  minutes	
  and	
  the	
  advisory	
  classes	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  social	
  and	
  affective	
  
aspects	
  of	
  student	
  experience	
  at	
  the	
  school,	
  while	
  simultaneously	
  supporting	
  students	
  in	
  their	
  
academic	
  achievements.	
  For	
  example,	
  advisory	
  lessons	
  focus	
  on	
  community	
  building	
  and	
  service	
  
learning	
  activities,	
  social	
  skills	
  development	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  Second	
  Step	
  Social	
  Skills	
  curriculum,	
  
and	
  academic	
  goal-­‐setting	
  and	
  reflection	
  on	
  one’s	
  progress.	
  

	
  
	
  
Promotion	
  Requirements	
  
Student	
  promotion	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  each	
  grade	
  is	
  determined	
  by	
  student	
  performance	
  and	
  progress	
  in	
  a	
  
number	
  of	
  academic	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  social	
  areas.	
  We	
  believe	
  that	
  sound	
  decisions	
  about	
  promotion	
  require	
  
multiple	
  assessments	
  of	
  a	
  student’s	
  needs	
  and	
  progress.	
  Specifically,	
  student	
  performance	
  and	
  progress	
  
is	
  monitored	
  through	
  the	
  following	
  forms	
  of	
  assessment:	
  
	
  

• Class-­‐based	
  tests,	
  quizzes	
  and	
  projects,	
  as	
  measures	
  of	
  students’	
  academic	
  achievement	
  and	
  
progress	
  relative	
  to	
  school	
  and	
  course	
  standards	
  and	
  expectations.	
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• Annual	
  student-­‐led	
  conference	
  portfolios	
  incorporating	
  work	
  form	
  all	
  subject	
  areas	
  and	
  student	
  
reflections	
  on	
  their	
  process	
  of	
  learning	
  strengths	
  and	
  challenges.	
  

• Progress	
  monitoring	
  and	
  standardized	
  assessments	
  of	
  foundational	
  skills	
  in	
  reading	
  and	
  math	
  
(e.g.	
  NWEA’s	
  Measures	
  of	
  Academic	
  Progress	
  and	
  SBAC	
  results	
  in	
  ELA	
  and	
  Math).	
  

• Whole-­‐school	
  Process	
  of	
  Learning	
  assessments	
  focused	
  on	
  students’	
  self-­‐awareness	
  of	
  their	
  
learning	
  and	
  their	
  habits	
  in	
  successfully	
  supporting	
  their	
  own	
  learning	
  and	
  that	
  of	
  others.	
  

• Quarterly	
  report	
  cards	
  that	
  record	
  students’	
  progress	
  towards	
  academic	
  skills	
  and	
  content	
  
standards	
  and	
  process	
  of	
  learning	
  standards.	
  

	
  
Students’	
  academic	
  and	
  social	
  progress	
  is	
  reported	
  quarterly	
  to	
  parents.	
  At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  first	
  semester,	
  
students	
  who	
  may	
  be	
  at	
  risk	
  of	
  non-­‐promotion	
  meet	
  with	
  the	
  School	
  Principal	
  or	
  designee	
  and	
  their	
  
family	
  to	
  discuss	
  the	
  necessary	
  goals	
  to	
  continue	
  to	
  the	
  next	
  grade	
  level.	
  Appropriate	
  support	
  measures,	
  
including	
  tutoring	
  and	
  extended	
  learning	
  support,	
  will	
  be	
  outlined.	
  At	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  the	
  year,	
  students	
  will	
  
be	
  promoted	
  based	
  on	
  their	
  progress	
  of	
  meeting	
  grade	
  level	
  expectations	
  through	
  school-­‐based	
  
assessments	
  and	
  completion	
  of	
  annual	
  performance	
  portfolios	
  and	
  their	
  progress	
  toward	
  meeting	
  their	
  
own	
  individual	
  learning	
  goals.	
  Grade	
  level	
  teams	
  and	
  administrators	
  will	
  consider	
  all	
  areas	
  of	
  student	
  
performance	
  and	
  progress	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  additional	
  factors	
  impacting	
  student	
  learning	
  (e.g.	
  learning	
  
differences,	
  primary	
  language,	
  attendance,	
  developmental	
  needs	
  and	
  social-­‐emotional	
  skills)	
  to	
  
make	
  a	
  recommendation	
  on	
  student	
  placement	
  the	
  following	
  year.	
  In	
  general,	
  students	
  making	
  
adequate	
  progress	
  in	
  meeting	
  individual	
  learning	
  goals	
  will	
  be	
  looked	
  upon	
  favorably.	
  
	
  
	
  	
  
Sample	
  3-­‐Year	
  Program	
  for	
  Students	
  
	
  
6th	
  Grade:	
   Humanities	
  6:	
  World	
  Literature,	
  History	
  &	
  Geography-­‐-­‐	
  Ancient	
  Civilizations	
  
	
   	
   CCSS	
  Mathematics	
  6	
  (Procedural	
  &	
  Conceptual)	
  
	
   	
   Science:	
  	
  Ecology	
  and	
  Earth	
  Science	
  
	
   	
   Learning	
  Seminar	
  

Co-­‐Curricular	
  classes	
  (Exploratory	
  Arts,	
  Exploratory	
  Spanish,	
  Physical	
  Education	
  	
  
&	
  Health)	
  

	
   	
   Advisory	
  
	
   	
   	
  
7th	
  Grade:	
   Humanities	
  7:	
  World	
  Literature,	
  History	
  &	
  Geography-­‐-­‐	
  Medieval	
  and	
  Early	
  Modern	
  

Times	
  
	
   	
   CCSS	
  Mathematics	
  7	
  (Procedural	
  &	
  Conceptual)	
  
	
   	
   Science:	
  	
  Life	
  Science	
  
	
   	
   Learning	
  Seminar	
  
	
   	
   Co-­‐Curricular	
  classes	
  (Visual	
  and	
  Performing	
  Arts,	
  Spanish	
  and	
  Heritage	
  	
  

Spanish,	
  Physical	
  Education	
  &	
  Health)	
  
Advisory	
  

	
  
8th	
  Grade:	
   Humanities	
  8:	
  U.S.	
  Literature,	
  History	
  and	
  Geography	
  
	
   	
   CCSS	
  Mathematics	
  8	
  (Procedural	
  &	
  Conceptual)	
  	
  
	
   	
   Science:	
  	
  Physical	
  Science	
  	
  
	
   	
   Learning	
  Seminar	
  

Co-­‐Curricular	
  classes	
  (Visual	
  and	
  Performing	
  Arts,	
  Spanish	
  and	
  Heritage	
  	
  
Spanish,	
  Physical	
  Education	
  &	
  Health)	
  

Advisory	
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H.	
  Instructional	
  Calendar	
  and	
  Attendance	
  
In	
  order	
  to	
  support	
  families	
  with	
  students	
  in	
  other	
  SFUSD	
  schools,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  follows	
  the	
  
SFUSD	
  calendar	
  to	
  determine	
  start	
  and	
  end	
  dates	
  of	
  instruction,	
  vacations,	
  and	
  most	
  holidays.	
  We	
  offer	
  
175	
  annual	
  instructional	
  days	
  for	
  students	
  and	
  an	
  additional	
  15	
  professional	
  development	
  days	
  for	
  
faculty	
  in	
  coordination	
  with	
  our	
  high	
  school.	
  
	
  
The	
  following	
  unique	
  aspects	
  of	
  our	
  instructional	
  calendar	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  support	
  our	
  mission	
  and	
  
vision.	
  
	
  

• Each	
  year,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  incorporates	
  orientation	
  activities	
  into	
  the	
  first	
  two	
  weeks	
  of	
  
school	
  its	
  incoming	
  6th	
  grade	
  class	
  to	
  help	
  them	
  build	
  connections	
  to	
  students	
  and	
  teachers	
  and	
  
to	
  immediately	
  begin	
  building	
  a	
  strong	
  culture	
  of	
  achievement,	
  aspiration	
  and	
  community	
  for	
  
our	
  newest	
  students.	
  We	
  feel	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  learn	
  the	
  routines	
  of	
  their	
  
middle	
  school	
  class	
  schedule	
  and	
  to	
  build	
  immediate	
  connections	
  with	
  their	
  advisory	
  and	
  cohort	
  
groups;	
  at	
  the	
  same	
  time,	
  we	
  know	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  important	
  to	
  focus	
  primarily	
  on	
  building	
  community	
  
and	
  culture	
  as	
  students	
  are	
  transitioning	
  from	
  elementary	
  to	
  middle	
  school.	
  
	
  

• Each	
  year,	
  we	
  take	
  every	
  student	
  to	
  a	
  college	
  campus	
  (USF,	
  San	
  Francisco	
  State	
  University,	
  and	
  
Stanford)	
  for	
  one	
  day	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  building	
  the	
  aspirations	
  and	
  expectations	
  for	
  college.	
  

	
  
• Throughout	
  the	
  year,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  has	
  fifteen	
  days	
  of	
  Professional	
  Development	
  for	
  

all	
  staff.	
  Many	
  of	
  these	
  professional	
  development	
  days	
  correspond	
  to	
  Gateway	
  High	
  School’s	
  
professional	
  development	
  days	
  so	
  that	
  collaborative	
  planning	
  can	
  occur	
  between	
  the	
  middle	
  
school	
  and	
  high	
  school	
  faculty.	
  In	
  this	
  way	
  the	
  two	
  schools	
  work	
  towards	
  their	
  common	
  vision	
  
together.	
  These	
  days	
  are	
  broken	
  down	
  as	
  follows:	
  

o Five	
  days	
  of	
  “Faculty	
  Week”	
  in	
  August	
  preceding	
  student	
  orientations	
  
o Two	
  days	
  of	
  professional	
  development	
  in	
  first	
  semester	
  
o Three	
  days	
  of	
  professional	
  development	
  in	
  the	
  second	
  semester	
  
o Five	
  days	
  of	
  professional	
  development	
  in	
  June,	
  following	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  student	
  attendance	
  

days	
  
	
  

• Each	
  curricular	
  planning	
  team	
  uses	
  time	
  on	
  these	
  professional	
  development	
  days	
  to	
  plan	
  for	
  
upcoming	
  units.	
  This	
  time	
  allows	
  faculty	
  to	
  “backwards	
  plan”	
  using	
  an	
  Understanding	
  by	
  Design	
  
approach,	
  starting	
  with	
  overall	
  objectives	
  and	
  outcomes.	
  

	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  weekly	
  block	
  schedule	
  is	
  designed	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  school’s	
  mission	
  as	
  well.	
  Core	
  
classes	
  are	
  organized	
  in	
  extended	
  blocks	
  to	
  allow	
  students’	
  in-­‐depth	
  learning	
  experiences	
  in	
  each	
  class	
  
and	
  support	
  push-­‐in	
  support	
  from	
  our	
  Learning	
  Specialists	
  and	
  Learning	
  Center	
  teams.	
  Humanities,	
  
because	
  it	
  fulfills	
  both	
  English	
  and	
  history	
  requirements,	
  meets	
  for	
  80	
  minutes	
  per	
  day.	
  Math	
  classes	
  
also	
  meet	
  for	
  80	
  minutes	
  to	
  allow	
  for	
  exposure	
  to	
  both	
  conceptual	
  and	
  procedural	
  math.	
  The	
  Learning	
  
Seminar/Reading,	
  Science	
  and	
  Co-­‐Curricular	
  classes	
  meet	
  for	
  60	
  minutes	
  each.	
  Furthermore,	
  all	
  students	
  
are	
  organized	
  in	
  cohorts	
  of	
  26	
  students	
  who	
  have	
  the	
  same	
  core	
  academic	
  teachers	
  for	
  Humanities,	
  
Math,	
  Science,	
  and	
  Learning	
  Seminar/Reading.	
  The	
  school	
  schedule	
  follows.	
  
	
  
7:45	
  –	
  8:15	
   Early	
  Morning	
  Drop-­‐Off	
  and	
  Activities:	
  	
  Before-­‐school	
  Learning	
  Center	
  support;	
  yard	
  

and	
  cafeteria	
  supervision	
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8:15	
  –	
  11:00	
  	
   Morning	
  Academic	
  Classes:	
  Humanities	
  and	
  Math	
  (Procedural	
  &	
  Conceptual)	
  
11:00	
  –	
  11:45	
  	
   Lunch	
  
11:45	
  –	
  12:15	
   Advisory/All	
  School	
  Assembly	
  
12:20	
  –	
  3:30	
   Afternoon	
  Academic	
  Classes	
  (Learning	
  Seminar	
  and	
  Science)	
  and	
  Co-­‐Curricular	
  

Classes	
  (PE,	
  Arts	
  and	
  Spanish)	
  
3:30	
  –	
  6:00	
   YMCA	
  After-­‐school	
  program	
  and	
  GMS	
  after	
  school	
  support	
  (3:30-­‐4:30pm)	
  
	
  
This	
  school	
  schedule	
  also	
  builds	
  in	
  common	
  planning	
  time	
  for	
  core	
  academic	
  teachers.	
  While	
  students	
  
are	
  involved	
  in	
  co-­‐curricular	
  classes,	
  grade	
  level	
  teams	
  of	
  teachers	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  
collaboratively	
  work	
  together,	
  both	
  within	
  their	
  subject	
  area	
  and	
  cross-­‐curricularly.	
  Finally,	
  early	
  
dismissal	
  at	
  2pm	
  on	
  Wednesdays	
  allows	
  for	
  whole	
  school	
  professional	
  development	
  and	
  collaboration.	
  
See	
  Appendix	
  E	
  with	
  GMS	
  block	
  schedule.	
  
	
  
I.	
  Annual	
  Goals	
  and	
  Actions	
  to	
  Achieve	
  the	
  Eight	
  State	
  Priorities	
  
	
  

GATEWAY	
  MIDDLE	
  SCHOOL	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  AND	
  ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  THE	
  STATE	
  PRIORITIES	
  

State	
   Priority	
   #1	
   (Basic	
   Services).	
   The	
   degree	
   to	
   which	
   teachers	
   are	
   appropriately	
   assigned	
   (E.C.	
  
§44258.9)	
  and	
  fully	
  credentialed,	
  and	
  every	
  pupil	
  has	
  sufficient	
  access	
  to	
  standards-­‐aligned	
  instructional	
  
materials	
  (E.C.	
  §	
  60119),	
  and	
  school	
  facilities	
  are	
  maintained	
  in	
  good	
  repair	
  (E.C.	
  §17002(d)	
  

ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  #1	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  

• Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  hire	
  and	
  maintain	
  a	
  
highly	
  qualified	
  faculty	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  
appropriately	
  assigned.	
  
	
  

• Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  obtain	
  the	
  most	
  up-­‐
to-­‐date	
  standards	
  aligned	
  instructional	
  
materials	
  that	
  will	
  prepare	
  students	
  for	
  college	
  
and	
  career.	
  

	
  
• School	
  facilities	
  will	
  be	
  appropriately	
  

maintained	
  and	
  in	
  good	
  repair.	
  
	
  

• All	
  candidates	
  will	
  undergo	
  a	
  rigorous	
  hiring	
  
process,	
  which	
  will	
  include	
  paper	
  screening,	
  
interviews,	
  performance	
  tasks,	
  curriculum	
  and	
  
teaching	
  materials	
  review,	
  teaching	
  
demonstration,	
  and	
  reference	
  checks.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  ensure	
  personnel	
  provide	
  
appropriate	
  evidence	
  of	
  credentials	
  and	
  
applicable	
  licenses	
  and	
  authorizations	
  held.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  and	
  faculty	
  will	
  research	
  and	
  
obtain	
  the	
  most	
  up-­‐to-­‐date	
  standards	
  aligned	
  
material	
  and	
  participate	
  in	
  an	
  annual	
  updating	
  
process.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  provide	
  resources	
  for	
  
teachers	
  to	
  develop	
  standards-­‐aligned	
  
unit/lesson	
  plans,	
  and	
  will	
  monitor	
  
implementation	
  of	
  units/lessons	
  through	
  
walkthroughs	
  and	
  conferences	
  with	
  teachers.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  lead	
  regular	
  walkthroughs	
  
of	
  school	
  facilities.	
  

State	
  Priority	
  #2	
  (Implementation	
  of	
  CCSS).	
  Implementation	
  of	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards,	
  including	
  
how	
  EL	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  enabled	
  to	
  gain	
  academic	
  content	
  knowledge	
  and	
  English	
  language	
  proficiency	
  

ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  #2	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  

• All	
  relevant	
  curricula	
  will	
  be	
  aligned	
  to	
  CCSS.	
  	
  
• All	
  curricula	
  will	
  be	
  designed	
  to	
  support	
  ELs	
  and	
  

other	
  struggling	
  subgroups.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  provide	
  professional	
  
development	
  to	
  instructional	
  staff	
  on	
  the	
  
implementation	
  of	
  CCSS.	
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• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  use	
  PLCs	
  and	
  other	
  forms	
  of	
  
professional	
  development	
  to	
  allow	
  teachers	
  to	
  
collaborate,	
  refine	
  instructional	
  practices,	
  and	
  
develop	
  CCSS-­‐aligned	
  units/lessons.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  conduct	
  regular	
  
walkthroughs	
  to	
  collect	
  evidence	
  of	
  CCSS	
  
implementation	
  and	
  EL	
  strategies	
  employed	
  
during	
  lessons.	
  

• Teachers	
  and	
  learning	
  specialists	
  will	
  
collaborate	
  on	
  the	
  creation	
  unit/lesson	
  plans	
  
that	
  show	
  alignment	
  to	
  CCSS,	
  and	
  adaptations,	
  
modifications	
  made	
  for	
  ELs	
  and	
  students	
  with	
  
exceptional	
  needs.	
  

State	
  Priority	
  #3	
  (Parental	
  Involvement).	
  Parental	
  involvement,	
  including	
  efforts	
  to	
  seek	
  parent	
  input	
  for	
  
making	
  decisions	
  for	
  schools,	
  and	
  how	
  the	
  school	
  will	
  promote	
  parent	
  participation	
  

ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  #3	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  

• Parents	
  view	
  themselves	
  as	
  a	
  key	
  component	
  
of	
  the	
  school’s	
  and	
  the	
  students’	
  success.	
  

• Parents	
  demonstrate	
  high	
  satisfaction	
  with	
  the	
  
school’s	
  program.	
  

	
  
	
  

• Published	
  list	
  of	
  differentiated	
  opportunities	
  
for	
  parental	
  involvement,	
  translated	
  into	
  
Spanish	
  and	
  other	
  languages	
  as	
  needed.	
  

• Regular,	
  designated	
  times	
  and	
  vehicles	
  for	
  
parents	
  to	
  give	
  feedback	
  related	
  to	
  school	
  and	
  
student	
  progress	
  including	
  parent	
  association	
  
meetings,	
  drop-­‐in	
  appointments,	
  conferences,	
  
SchoolPages,	
  etc.	
  

• Regular	
  opportunities	
  for	
  parents	
  to	
  
participate	
  in	
  their	
  students’	
  academic	
  
program	
  and	
  progress	
  

• Annual	
  community	
  survey.	
  	
  

State	
   Priority	
   #4	
   (Student	
   Achievement).	
   Pupil	
   achievement,	
   as	
   measured	
   by	
   all	
   of	
   the	
   following,	
   as	
  
applicable:	
  

A. Statewide	
  assessments	
  (STAR,	
  or	
  any	
  subsequent	
  assessment	
  as	
  certified	
  by	
  SBE)	
  
B. The	
  Academic	
  Performance	
  Index	
  (API)	
  
C. Percentage	
   of	
   pupils	
   who	
   have	
   successfully	
   completed	
   courses	
   that	
   satisfy	
   UC/CSU	
   entrance	
  

requirements,	
  or	
  career	
  technical	
  education	
  	
  
D. Percentage	
  of	
  ELs	
  who	
  make	
  progress	
   toward	
  English	
   language	
  proficiency	
  as	
  measured	
  by	
   the	
  

CELDT	
  
E. EL	
  reclassification	
  rate	
  
F. Percentage	
  of	
  pupils	
  who	
  have	
  passed	
  an	
  AP	
  exam	
  with	
  a	
  score	
  of	
  3	
  or	
  higher	
  
G. Percentage	
  of	
  pupils	
  who	
  participate	
   in	
  and	
  demonstrate	
  college	
  preparedness	
  pursuant	
   to	
   the	
  

Early	
   Assessment	
   Program	
   (E.C.	
   §99300	
   et	
   seq.)	
   or	
   any	
   subsequent	
   assessment	
   of	
   college	
  
preparedness	
  

ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  #4	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  

• All	
  students	
  will	
  become	
  proficient	
  in	
  English,	
   • School	
  leaders	
  will	
  ensure	
  that	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
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math,	
  science	
  and	
  social	
  studies.	
  
• Students	
  will	
  show	
  growth	
  on	
  benchmark	
  

assessments.	
  
• Students	
  will	
  show	
  growth	
  on	
  standardized	
  

tests,	
  TBD	
  as	
  new	
  CA	
  accountability	
  system	
  is	
  
implemented.	
  

• All	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  enrolled	
  in	
  college	
  
preparatory	
  classes	
  that	
  prepare	
  them	
  for	
  
success	
  in	
  UC	
  A-­‐G	
  requirements.	
  

	
  

School	
  meets	
  the	
  participation	
  rates	
  for	
  all	
  
statewide	
  assessments	
  and	
  implements	
  testing	
  
according	
  to	
  state	
  regulations.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  develop	
  growth	
  metrics	
  to	
  
ensure	
  Gateway	
  meets	
  or	
  exceeds	
  growth	
  
requirements	
  of	
  new	
  accountability	
  system	
  
(TBD)	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  and	
  teachers	
  will	
  monitor	
  
reclassification	
  rate	
  of	
  ELs.	
  

• Teachers	
  will	
  use	
  formal	
  and	
  informal	
  
assessments	
  to	
  document	
  students’	
  proficiency	
  
in	
  language	
  and	
  math.	
  

• Standards-­‐based	
  and	
  aligned	
  curriculum	
  and	
  
regular	
  benchmark	
  assessments	
  

• Extensive	
  support	
  systems	
  (advisory,	
  tutoring	
  
program,	
  Learning	
  Center,	
  SSTs,	
  math	
  
remediation	
  programs,	
  etc.)	
  	
  

• Rigorous	
  graduation	
  requirements	
  that	
  prepare	
  
students	
  for	
  success	
  in	
  UC	
  A-­‐G	
  requirements	
  

• Curriculum	
  designed	
  to	
  support	
  ELs	
  and	
  
struggling	
  students.	
  

State	
   Priority	
   #5	
   (Student	
   Engagement).	
   Pupil	
   engagement,	
   as	
   measured	
   by	
   all	
   of	
   the	
   following,	
   as	
  
applicable:	
  

A. School	
  attendance	
  rates	
  
B. Chronic	
  absenteeism	
  rates	
  
C. Middle	
  school	
  dropout	
  rates	
  (EC	
  §52052.1(a)(3))	
  
D. High	
  school	
  dropout	
  rates	
  
E. High	
  school	
  graduation	
  rates	
  

ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  #5	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  

• Students	
  attend	
  school	
  regularly,	
  consistently,	
  
and	
  on	
  time.	
  

• Students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  
demonstrate	
  positive	
  engagement	
  in	
  learning.	
  

	
  

• Advisory	
  system	
  to	
  support	
  students	
  
academically,	
  socially,	
  and	
  emotionally.	
  

• Extensive	
  community	
  building	
  via	
  orientation,	
  
advisory,	
  and	
  assemblies.	
  

• Extensive	
  academic	
  and	
  social/emotional	
  
support	
  structures,	
  including	
  early	
  
intervention	
  plans.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  regularly	
  monitor	
  school	
  
attendance	
  rates	
  and	
  employ	
  strategies	
  to	
  
maintain	
  a	
  high	
  attendance	
  rate.	
  Strategies	
  
may	
  include	
  but	
  are	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  parent	
  
education	
  about	
  the	
  correlation	
  between	
  
attendance	
  and	
  student	
  achievement	
  and	
  
attendance	
  awards.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  oversee	
  additional	
  efforts	
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to	
  be	
  made	
  with	
  parents	
  of	
  students	
  with	
  
chronic	
  attendance	
  issues,	
  including	
  but	
  not	
  
limited	
  to	
  individual	
  meetings	
  or	
  home	
  visits.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  and	
  staff	
  will	
  ensure	
  a	
  positive	
  
learning	
  environment	
  is	
  in	
  place	
  during	
  
classroom	
  and	
  school	
  walkthroughs.	
  School	
  
leaders	
  will	
  facilitate	
  trainings	
  as	
  needed	
  to	
  
help	
  teachers	
  ensure	
  students	
  are	
  engaged,	
  
feel	
  safe,	
  and	
  respected.	
  

• All	
  Gateway	
  employees	
  will	
  serve	
  as	
  models	
  
for	
  positive	
  interactions	
  through	
  their	
  
demeanor	
  and	
  daily	
  interactions	
  with	
  the	
  
entire	
  community.	
  

State	
  Priority	
  #6	
  (School	
  Climate).	
  School	
  climate,	
  as	
  measured	
  by	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  following,	
  as	
  applicable:	
  
A. Pupil	
  suspension	
  rates	
  
B. Pupil	
  expulsion	
  rates	
  
C. Other	
   local	
  measures,	
   including	
   surveys	
  of	
  pupils,	
  parents,	
   and	
   teachers	
  on	
   the	
   sense	
  of	
   safety	
  

and	
  school	
  connectedness	
  

ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  #6	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  

• Students	
  will	
  be	
  thoughtful,	
  engaged	
  citizens	
  of	
  
a	
  21st	
  century	
  world.	
  

• Students	
  will	
  exhibit	
  Gateway’s	
  core	
  values	
  of	
  
responsibility,	
  respect,	
  community	
  and	
  
excellence	
  

	
  

• Extensive	
  community	
  building	
  via	
  advisory,	
  
orientation,	
  and	
  assemblies,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  other	
  
school	
  events	
  such	
  as	
  awards	
  assemblies,	
  
exhibitions,	
  etc.	
  

• Advisory	
  system	
  and	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  
• Restorative	
  practices	
  throughout	
  school	
  
• Community	
  surveys	
  of	
  students,	
  staff	
  and	
  

families	
  
• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  ensure	
  a	
  positive	
  learning	
  

environment	
  is	
  in	
  place	
  during	
  classroom	
  and	
  
school	
  walkthroughs.	
  School	
  leaders	
  will	
  
facilitate	
  or	
  provide	
  trainings	
  as	
  needed	
  to	
  
help	
  teachers	
  ensure	
  students	
  are	
  engaged,	
  
feel	
  safe,	
  and	
  respected.	
  	
  

• All	
  Gateway	
  staff	
  will	
  serve	
  as	
  models	
  for	
  
positive	
  interactions	
  through	
  their	
  demeanor	
  
and	
  daily	
  interactions	
  with	
  entire	
  Gateway	
  
community.	
  

State	
  Priority	
  #7	
  (Course	
  Access).	
  The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  pupils	
  have	
  access	
  to,	
  and	
  are	
  enrolled	
  in,	
  a	
  broad	
  
course	
   of	
   study,	
   including	
   programs	
   and	
   services	
   developed	
   and	
   provided	
   to	
   unduplicated	
   students	
  
(classified	
  as	
  EL,	
  FRPM-­‐eligible,	
  or	
  foster	
  youth;	
  E.C.	
  §42238.02)	
  and	
  students	
  with	
  exceptional	
  needs.	
  
	
  
“Broad	
  course	
  of	
  study”	
  includes	
  the	
  following,	
  as	
  applicable:	
  
Grades	
   1-­‐6:	
   English,	
  mathematics,	
   social	
   sciences,	
   science,	
   visual	
   and	
   performing	
   arts,	
   health,	
   physical	
  



    

GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL CHARTER RENEWAL PETITION 2015-2020
   

34 

GATEWAY	
  MIDDLE	
  SCHOOL	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  AND	
  ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  THE	
  STATE	
  PRIORITIES	
  

education,	
  and	
  other	
  as	
  prescribed	
  by	
  the	
  governing	
  board.	
  (E.C.	
  §51210)	
  
Grades	
  7-­‐12:	
  English,	
  social	
  sciences,	
  foreign	
  language(s),	
  physical	
  education,	
  science,	
  mathematics,	
  visual	
  
and	
  performing	
  arts,	
  applied	
  arts,	
  and	
  career	
  technical	
  education.	
  (E.C.	
  §51220(a)-­‐(i))	
  

ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  #7	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  

• 100%	
  of	
  students	
  are	
  enrolled	
  in	
  a	
  broad	
  course	
  
of	
  study,	
  including	
  English	
  social	
  studies,	
  
Spanish,	
  physical	
  education,	
  health	
  and	
  other	
  
areas.	
  

• Students	
  with	
  exceptional	
  needs	
  and	
  ELs	
  will	
  
receive	
  accommodations	
  and	
  differentiated	
  
curriculum	
  to	
  meet	
  their	
  needs.	
  

	
  

• Rigorous	
  graduation	
  requirements	
  for	
  all	
  
students	
  that	
  prepare	
  students	
  for	
  A-­‐G.	
  

• Extensive	
  support	
  systems	
  (advisory,	
  tutoring	
  
program,	
  Learning	
  Center,	
  SSTs,	
  math	
  
remediation	
  programs,	
  etc.)	
  	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  provide	
  coaching,	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  collaboration,	
  team	
  teaching	
  
with	
  learning	
  specialists,	
  and	
  regular	
  feedback	
  
to	
  ensure	
  all	
  students	
  receive	
  a	
  broad	
  course	
  
of	
  study	
  with	
  appropriate	
  differentiation	
  and	
  
accommodations.	
  

• Annual	
  review	
  of	
  course	
  and	
  curricular	
  
offerings	
  to	
  ensure	
  broad	
  course	
  of	
  study.	
  

State	
  Priority	
  #8	
  (Other	
  Student	
  Outcomes).	
  Pupil	
  outcomes,	
  if	
  available,	
  in	
  the	
  subject	
  areas	
  described	
  
above	
  in	
  #7,	
  as	
  applicable.	
  

ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  #8	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  

• Students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  
demonstrate	
  knowledge	
  of	
  a	
  broad	
  course	
  of	
  
study	
  (English	
  social	
  studies,	
  Spanish,	
  physical	
  
education,	
  health	
  and	
  other	
  areas.).	
  

• Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  students	
  will	
  
demonstrate	
  college	
  and	
  career	
  readiness	
  skills	
  
as	
  outlined	
  in	
  the	
  College	
  and	
  Career	
  Readiness	
  
Framework	
  and	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards.	
  

	
  

• Standards-­‐based	
  and	
  aligned	
  curriculum	
  
and	
  regular	
  benchmark	
  assessments	
  

• Extensive	
  support	
  systems	
  (advisory,	
  
tutoring	
  program,	
  Learning	
  Center,	
  SSTs,	
  
math	
  remediation	
  programs,	
  etc.)	
  	
  

• Rigorous	
  graduation	
  requirements	
  that	
  
prepare	
  students	
  for	
  UC	
  A-­‐G	
  requirements	
  

• Curriculum	
  designed	
  to	
  support	
  ELs	
  and	
  
struggling	
  students.	
  

• Teachers	
  will	
  use	
  formal	
  and	
  informal	
  
assessments	
  to	
  document	
  students’	
  
proficiency.	
  

• Extensive	
  professional	
  development,	
  
specifically	
  to	
  analyze	
  results	
  of	
  and	
  create	
  
action	
  plans	
  to	
  support	
  struggling	
  students	
  
and	
  subgroups.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  ensure	
  implementation	
  
of	
  the	
  academic	
  program	
  as	
  described	
  in	
  
Element	
  One.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  ensure	
  multiple	
  
measures	
  are	
  used	
  to	
  measure	
  student	
  
knowledge	
  and	
  achievement,	
  as	
  described	
  
in	
  Element	
  Three.	
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J.	
  	
  Strategies	
  to	
  Support	
  Students	
  Not	
  Meeting	
  Outcomes	
  
A	
  crucial	
  part	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  mission	
  is	
  to	
  prepare	
  students	
  who	
  have	
  not	
  previously	
  
achieved	
  academic	
  success	
  for	
  the	
  rigors	
  of	
  college.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  serves	
  a	
  student	
  body	
  that	
  
is	
  vastly	
  diverse	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  previous	
  academic	
  preparation,	
  and	
  we	
  are	
  committed	
  to	
  ensuring	
  that	
  all	
  
students	
  develop	
  the	
  skills,	
  habits	
  and	
  knowledge	
  expected	
  and	
  required	
  in	
  high	
  school,	
  in	
  college	
  and	
  in	
  
the	
  professional	
  workforce.	
  As	
  such,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  has	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  strategies	
  and	
  supports	
  in	
  
place	
  for	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  struggling	
  to	
  meet	
  student	
  outcomes.	
  Our	
  faculty	
  and	
  staff	
  support	
  students	
  
daily	
  through	
  our	
  scaffolded,	
  structured	
  curriculum	
  and	
  instructional	
  practices,	
  and	
  all	
  teachers	
  provide	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  receive	
  individualized	
  help	
  and	
  support.	
  The	
  cohort	
  model	
  further	
  allows	
  
teachers	
  to	
  know	
  students	
  well	
  and	
  provide	
  the	
  necessary	
  supports	
  for	
  their	
  success.	
  
	
  
GMS	
  also	
  uses	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  tools	
  to	
  identify	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  meeting	
  outcomes.	
  First,	
  GMS	
  faculty	
  
and	
  staff	
  analyze	
  student’s	
  grades	
  quarterly	
  and	
  use	
  a	
  Response	
  to	
  Instruction	
  and	
  Intervention	
  
approach	
  to	
  analyze	
  student	
  needs	
  and	
  implement	
  interventions	
  to	
  improve	
  student	
  learning.	
  Teaching	
  
teams	
  discuss	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  passing	
  classes	
  or	
  accessing	
  the	
  curriculum,	
  analyzing	
  barriers	
  and	
  
learning	
  needs	
  and	
  then	
  design	
  interventions	
  both	
  within	
  and	
  beyond	
  the	
  classroom.	
  Second,	
  GMS	
  uses	
  
assessments	
  to	
  screen	
  for	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  performing	
  below	
  grade	
  level	
  in	
  Math	
  and	
  Reading	
  or	
  who	
  
may	
  have	
  specific	
  learning	
  challenges,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  assessments	
  to	
  monitor	
  students’	
  progress.	
  Currently	
  
we	
  use	
  NWEA’s	
  computer-­‐adaptive	
  Measures	
  of	
  Academic	
  Progress	
  assessment	
  in	
  Reading	
  and	
  Math	
  
and	
  Fountas	
  and	
  Pinell	
  assessments	
  for	
  Reading.	
  
	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  strategies	
  described	
  above,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  has	
  several	
  important	
  structures	
  
that	
  identify	
  and	
  support	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  meeting	
  outcomes:	
  Gateway’s	
  Learning	
  Center,	
  After-­‐
School	
  Academic	
  Support	
  Programs,	
  Reading	
  and	
  Math	
  Support	
  Programs,	
  Grade	
  Level	
  Teams,	
  and	
  
Leadership	
  Teams.	
  
	
  	
  	
  
Gateway’s	
  Learning	
  Center	
  	
  
Modeled	
  on	
  our	
  successful	
  high	
  school	
  program,	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  reflects	
  Gateway’s	
  appreciation	
  for	
  
the	
  fact	
  that	
  students	
  learn	
  differently	
  and	
  the	
  school’s	
  commitment	
  to	
  helping	
  a	
  diverse	
  body	
  of	
  
students	
  realize	
  their	
  full	
  academic	
  potential.	
  Often	
  described	
  as	
  “the	
  academic	
  engine	
  of	
  the	
  school,”	
  
the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  coordinates	
  curriculum	
  related	
  to	
  strategic	
  learning	
  and	
  skill	
  development	
  in	
  the	
  
school.	
  It	
  is	
  also	
  available	
  to	
  all	
  students	
  who	
  need	
  additional	
  support.	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  providing	
  academic	
  
support	
  and	
  case	
  management	
  for	
  students	
  with	
  documented	
  learning	
  issues,	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  
provides	
  classroom	
  accommodations,	
  and	
  consultation	
  for	
  students	
  experiencing	
  academic	
  difficulty	
  
and	
  ongoing	
  support	
  to	
  Gateway	
  parents	
  and	
  faculty.	
  As	
  such,	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  serves	
  as	
  the	
  hub	
  of	
  
professional	
  development	
  for	
  teachers	
  on	
  successful	
  ways	
  to	
  teach	
  all	
  students	
  strategic	
  learning	
  
strategies	
  and	
  particular	
  support	
  for	
  teaching	
  students	
  with	
  documented	
  learning	
  differences.	
  To	
  
achieve	
  these	
  multiple	
  goals,	
  the	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  regularly	
  meets	
  with	
  Grade	
  Level	
  
teams.	
  Finally,	
  with	
  its	
  role	
  at	
  the	
  center	
  of	
  Gateway’s	
  mission,	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  promotes	
  inclusive	
  
practices,	
  a	
  culture	
  of	
  self-­‐awareness,	
  and	
  tolerance	
  for	
  all	
  kinds	
  of	
  learners.	
  
	
  
Learning	
  Center	
  Supports:	
  
Any	
  student	
  experiencing	
  academic	
  difficulty	
  (whether	
  or	
  not	
  the	
  student	
  has	
  an	
  identified	
  learning	
  
disability)	
  may	
  access	
  Learning	
  Center	
  supports	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of:	
  

• Study	
  skills	
  and	
  learning	
  strategy	
  instruction	
  or	
  practice	
  
• Academic	
  support	
  in	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  before	
  school,	
  at	
  lunch	
  or	
  after	
  school	
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• Arrangements	
  for	
  extended	
  time	
  and	
  an	
  alternative	
  exam	
  environment	
  
• Access	
  to	
  assistive	
  technology	
  including	
  alternative	
  format	
  books	
  and	
  primary	
  source	
  materials,	
  

text-­‐to-­‐speech	
  apps	
  and	
  speech	
  recognition	
  apps	
  
• Additional	
  Math	
  and	
  Reading	
  support	
  (for	
  students	
  with	
  greatest	
  need)	
  
• Collaboration	
  with	
  teachers	
  to	
  secure	
  “reasonable	
  accommodations”	
  
• Academic	
  counseling	
  as	
  needed	
  through	
  a	
  student	
  success	
  team	
  procedure	
  
• Referrals	
  for	
  diagnostic	
  testing	
  and	
  accommodations	
  on	
  standardized	
  tests	
  
• Diagnostic	
  testing	
  in	
  reading	
  and	
  math	
  

	
  
Assistive	
  Technologies	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  provides	
  several	
  computer	
  applications	
  that	
  are	
  available	
  to	
  students	
  using	
  
computers	
  and	
  devices	
  in	
  the	
  classrooms	
  or	
  in	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center.	
  Effective	
  use	
  of	
  these	
  tools	
  can	
  help	
  
students	
  to	
  access	
  learning,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  help	
  students	
  approach	
  academics	
  in	
  a	
  more	
  methodical,	
  
independent	
  manner.	
  Among	
  Gateway’s	
  assistive	
  technology	
  are	
  the	
  following:	
  Inspiration	
  software,	
  an	
  
application	
  that	
  helps	
  students	
  map	
  and	
  organize	
  their	
  ideas;	
  text-­‐to-­‐speech	
  and	
  speech-­‐to-­‐text	
  apps	
  
and	
  software	
  that	
  support	
  literacy	
  needs;	
  electronic	
  and/or	
  audio	
  versions	
  of	
  class	
  texts;	
  and	
  other	
  
academic	
  resources	
  that	
  students	
  can	
  check	
  out.	
  
	
  
Reading	
  and	
  Math	
  Support	
  Programs	
  
Gateway	
  provides	
  additional	
  reading	
  and	
  math	
  support	
  for	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  significantly	
  below	
  grade	
  
level	
  in	
  Reading	
  and	
  Math,	
  with	
  the	
  goal	
  of	
  accelerating	
  learning	
  and	
  helping	
  all	
  students	
  achieve	
  grade	
  
level	
  in	
  Reading	
  and	
  Math	
  before	
  entering	
  high	
  school.	
  The	
  first	
  tier	
  of	
  support	
  involves	
  specialists	
  
collaborating	
  with	
  general	
  education	
  teachers	
  in	
  the	
  classroom	
  to	
  provide	
  more	
  targeted	
  and	
  intensive	
  
instruction	
  for	
  identified	
  students.	
  For	
  example,	
  students	
  reading	
  below	
  grade	
  level	
  may	
  have	
  more	
  
frequent	
  small	
  group	
  Guided	
  Reading	
  instruction	
  in	
  their	
  Humanities	
  or	
  Learning	
  Seminar	
  class.	
  And	
  
students	
  performing	
  below	
  grade	
  level	
  in	
  math	
  may	
  have	
  a	
  Learning	
  Specialist	
  who	
  provides	
  frequent	
  
instruction	
  in	
  their	
  math	
  class	
  to	
  re-­‐teach	
  skills	
  or	
  provide	
  additional	
  practice	
  on	
  particular	
  skill.	
  In	
  
addition,	
  as	
  a	
  more	
  intensive	
  intervention,	
  Gateway	
  has	
  provided	
  small	
  group	
  Reading	
  or	
  Math	
  
intervention	
  classes	
  to	
  support	
  students	
  who	
  need	
  intervention	
  with	
  foundational	
  skills.	
  For	
  example,	
  
GMS	
  currently	
  offers	
  a	
  Math	
  Intervention	
  class-­‐-­‐in	
  addition	
  to	
  students’	
  regular	
  Math	
  class-­‐-­‐for	
  students	
  
in	
  sixth	
  grade	
  who	
  enter	
  the	
  school	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  intensive	
  instruction	
  with	
  foundational	
  skills	
  and	
  number	
  
sense.	
  	
  
	
  
After	
  School	
  Academic	
  Support	
  Programs	
  
Gateway	
  offers	
  several	
  opportunities	
  for	
  students	
  to	
  access	
  additional	
  academic	
  support	
  beyond	
  the	
  
school	
  day.	
  	
  
	
  
First,	
  GMS	
  partners	
  with	
  the	
  YMCA	
  to	
  provide	
  an	
  on-­‐site	
  after-­‐school	
  program	
  that	
  focuses	
  on	
  academic	
  
and	
  homework	
  support.	
  Gateway	
  collaborates	
  with	
  the	
  YMCA	
  to	
  design	
  the	
  program	
  and	
  it	
  includes	
  at	
  
least	
  an	
  hour	
  of	
  differentiated	
  homework	
  support	
  provided	
  by	
  YMCA	
  staff.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  addition,	
  Gateway	
  also	
  offers	
  a	
  Teacher	
  Supported	
  Academic	
  Support	
  Program	
  every	
  day	
  from	
  
3:30pm	
  to	
  4:30pm	
  for	
  students	
  who	
  demonstrate	
  significant	
  academic	
  needs.	
  The	
  Teacher-­‐Supported	
  
After	
  School	
  Academic	
  Support	
  program	
  is	
  a	
  unique	
  after-­‐school	
  service	
  that	
  includes	
  small-­‐group	
  
academic	
  support	
  for	
  students	
  at	
  each	
  grade	
  level	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  staffed	
  by	
  Gateway	
  teachers	
  each	
  day.	
  
Additional	
  volunteers	
  are	
  also	
  recruited	
  to	
  provide	
  one-­‐on-­‐one	
  or	
  small	
  group	
  support.	
  Students	
  are	
  
referred	
  to	
  the	
  program	
  based	
  on	
  academic	
  need	
  and	
  requests	
  for	
  additional	
  support.	
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Finally,	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  above	
  programs,	
  students	
  can	
  access	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  and	
  support	
  from	
  
their	
  teachers	
  every	
  day.	
  All	
  students	
  can	
  request	
  and	
  receive	
  teacher	
  or	
  staff	
  help	
  or	
  support	
  during	
  the	
  
school	
  day	
  in	
  all	
  subject	
  areas	
  (e.g.	
  at	
  lunch	
  and	
  recess).	
  Our	
  Learning	
  Center	
  is	
  also	
  open	
  and	
  staffed	
  by	
  
an	
  adult	
  before	
  school,	
  during	
  lunch	
  and	
  recess	
  and	
  after	
  school.	
  The	
  Learning	
  Center	
  provides:	
  
	
  

• A	
  safe	
  space	
  to	
  study	
  without	
  the	
  stigma	
  of	
  	
  “special	
  needs.”	
  	
  The	
  program	
  welcomes	
  any	
  
student	
  who	
  wants	
  to	
  ask	
  a	
  few	
  questions	
  or	
  just	
  sit	
  quietly	
  and	
  do	
  homework	
  in	
  the	
  company	
  
of	
  others	
  instead	
  of	
  going	
  home	
  to	
  an	
  empty	
  house.	
  

• A	
  welcoming	
  atmosphere	
  with	
  academic	
  and	
  emotional	
  support.	
  We	
  always	
  remember	
  that	
  it	
  
is	
  not	
  easy	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  adolescent,	
  especially	
  one	
  with	
  learning	
  differences	
  who	
  must	
  ask	
  for	
  help	
  
with	
  difficult	
  coursework.	
  	
  

• Access	
  to	
  technology	
  tools:	
  Students	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  computers	
  and	
  printers	
  in	
  the	
  Learning	
  
Center.	
  

	
  
Grade	
  Level	
  Teams	
  
At	
  each	
  grade	
  level,	
  teachers,	
  learning	
  specialists	
  and	
  paraprofessionals	
  work	
  in	
  teams	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  
social	
  and	
  academic	
  development	
  of	
  all	
  students	
  and	
  are	
  led	
  by	
  a	
  Grade	
  Level	
  Leader.	
  Grade	
  level	
  teams	
  
meet	
  weekly	
  to	
  coordinate	
  curriculum	
  across	
  the	
  subject	
  areas	
  and	
  to	
  analyze	
  and	
  support	
  student	
  
achievement.	
  Grade	
  level	
  teams	
  also	
  work	
  with	
  the	
  Assistant	
  Principal,	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  Director,	
  
School	
  Counselor	
  and	
  the	
  Student	
  Support	
  Coordinator	
  to	
  create	
  intervention	
  plans	
  for	
  students	
  who	
  
are	
  struggling,	
  and	
  to	
  monitor	
  the	
  progress	
  of	
  students.	
  We	
  use	
  a	
  Response	
  to	
  Instruction	
  and	
  
Intervention	
  (RtI)	
  model	
  and	
  interventions	
  may	
  include:	
  assignment	
  to	
  the	
  After	
  School	
  Teacher	
  Support	
  
Program,	
  classroom-­‐based	
  instructional	
  interventions,	
  attendance	
  contract,	
  positive	
  behavior	
  plan,	
  
counseling	
  sessions,	
  parent	
  meeting,	
  SST	
  initiation,	
  and	
  further	
  reading	
  or	
  math	
  assessments.	
  All	
  
interventions	
  are	
  logged	
  in	
  our	
  Academic	
  Support	
  Log	
  or	
  Response	
  to	
  Intervention	
  tracker.	
  
	
  
Leadership	
  Team	
  and	
  Structure	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  has	
  a	
  leadership	
  team	
  that	
  includes	
  the	
  Principal,	
  Assistant	
  Principal,	
  Learning	
  
Center	
  Director,	
  Instructional	
  Teacher	
  Leaders	
  and	
  Grade	
  Level	
  Leaders.	
  This	
  leadership	
  team	
  meets	
  
weekly	
  to	
  assess	
  and	
  coordinate	
  our	
  programs	
  and	
  to	
  discuss	
  student	
  progress	
  in	
  meeting	
  outcomes	
  and	
  
identify	
  students	
  in	
  need	
  of	
  support.	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  working	
  as	
  a	
  team	
  to	
  coordinate	
  and	
  evaluate	
  our	
  
school-­‐wide	
  Response	
  to	
  Instruction	
  and	
  Intervention	
  efforts,	
  we	
  have	
  administrators	
  who	
  are	
  
responsible	
  for	
  leading	
  particular	
  areas	
  of	
  our	
  program	
  to	
  support	
  all	
  students’	
  success.	
  For	
  example,	
  the	
  
Director	
  of	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center	
  and	
  Assistant	
  Principal	
  attend	
  grade	
  level	
  meetings	
  to	
  coordinate	
  the	
  
teaching	
  of	
  strategic	
  learning	
  and	
  skill	
  development	
  across	
  the	
  content	
  areas.	
  They	
  are	
  also	
  responsible	
  
for	
  facilitating	
  additional	
  support	
  systems	
  for	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  meeting	
  outcomes.	
  In	
  this	
  way	
  these	
  
two	
  positions	
  provide	
  the	
  leadership	
  in	
  both	
  pro-­‐actively	
  and	
  responsively	
  supporting	
  all	
  students.	
  	
  
	
  
Professional	
  Development	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  teachers	
  participate	
  in	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  professional	
  development	
  activities	
  to	
  
support	
  the	
  success	
  of	
  all	
  learners.	
  This	
  professional	
  development	
  focuses	
  on	
  topics	
  such	
  as	
  increasing	
  
student	
  literacy,	
  differentiation	
  in	
  the	
  classroom,	
  the	
  principles	
  and	
  philosophy	
  of	
  Universal	
  Design	
  for	
  
Learning,	
  interventions	
  for	
  low-­‐performing	
  students,	
  classroom	
  and	
  school-­‐wide	
  culture,	
  
accommodations	
  for	
  students	
  with	
  disabilities,	
  and	
  reading	
  and	
  writing	
  across	
  the	
  disciplines.	
  In	
  
addition,	
  the	
  school	
  builds	
  in	
  structures	
  that	
  support	
  teacher	
  consistency	
  and	
  collaboration	
  across	
  all	
  
initiatives.	
  Specifically,	
  both	
  Grade	
  Level	
  teams	
  and	
  the	
  whole	
  faculty	
  have	
  dedicated	
  planning	
  time	
  
weekly	
  to	
  coordinate	
  curriculum	
  and	
  support	
  of	
  all	
  learners.	
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K.	
  Strategies	
  to	
  Support	
  Academically	
  High-­‐Achieving	
  Students	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  features	
  a	
  rigorous	
  academic	
  program	
  that	
  promotes	
  high	
  academic	
  
achievement	
  and	
  expectations	
  for	
  all	
  students,	
  such	
  that	
  all	
  students	
  will	
  have	
  completed	
  a	
  course	
  
sequence	
  in	
  alignment	
  with	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  Standards.	
  In	
  Math,	
  all	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  challenged	
  to	
  
meet	
  the	
  rigor	
  of	
  the	
  rigorous	
  Common	
  Core	
  Math	
  Standards	
  so	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  prepared	
  for	
  a	
  college	
  
prep	
  high	
  school	
  math	
  program	
  that	
  includes	
  that	
  option	
  to	
  take	
  AP	
  courses.	
  All	
  students	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  
prepared	
  to	
  read	
  and	
  write	
  at	
  or	
  above	
  grade	
  level	
  and	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  CCSS	
  College	
  and	
  Career	
  Readiness	
  
Standards	
  for	
  Literacy.	
  	
  
	
  
At	
  the	
  same	
  time,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  recognizes	
  that	
  academically	
  high-­‐achieving	
  students	
  may	
  
need	
  even	
  more	
  challenges.	
  These	
  high-­‐achieving	
  students	
  are	
  identified	
  through	
  assessments	
  upon	
  
entering	
  the	
  school	
  or	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  year	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  through	
  classroom	
  based	
  
assessments.	
  Project-­‐based	
  learning	
  within	
  classrooms	
  allows	
  the	
  opportunity	
  for	
  flexible	
  groupings,	
  
both	
  heterogeneous	
  and	
  ability,	
  with	
  opportunities	
  for	
  differentiation	
  for	
  all	
  students	
  in	
  all	
  classes.	
  This	
  
instructional	
  design	
  allows	
  students	
  to	
  develop	
  a	
  greater	
  depth	
  of	
  understanding	
  and	
  challenge	
  beyond	
  
the	
  regular	
  curriculum	
  in	
  all	
  their	
  classes.	
  Moreover,	
  our	
  whole	
  school	
  reading	
  initiatives	
  in	
  the	
  Learning	
  
Seminar	
  classes	
  further	
  promote	
  students’	
  reading	
  a	
  range	
  of	
  challenging	
  new	
  books	
  appropriate	
  to	
  
their	
  reading	
  level	
  and	
  individual	
  areas	
  of	
  interests.	
  Similarly,	
  the	
  extended	
  time	
  spent	
  in	
  math	
  class	
  
allows	
  students	
  to	
  be	
  challenged	
  with	
  more	
  conceptual	
  and	
  practical	
  elements	
  of	
  mathematical	
  
understanding.	
  Finally,	
  the	
  7th	
  and	
  8th	
  grade	
  co-­‐curricular	
  activities	
  allow	
  students	
  to	
  have	
  additional	
  
enrichment	
  in	
  Spanish	
  or	
  Heritage	
  Spanish.	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  faculty	
  participate	
  in	
  professional	
  development	
  related	
  to	
  supporting	
  its	
  diverse	
  
range	
  of	
  learners	
  in	
  the	
  classroom,	
  including	
  our	
  academically	
  high-­‐achieving	
  students.	
  This	
  includes	
  
how	
  general	
  education	
  teachers	
  and	
  specialists	
  can	
  collaborate	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  differentiate	
  tasks	
  and	
  
lessons	
  and	
  challenge	
  high-­‐achieving	
  students.	
  Furthermore,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  actively	
  seeks	
  out	
  
enrichment	
  activities	
  and	
  scholarship	
  opportunities	
  to	
  further	
  challenge	
  these	
  students.	
  
	
  
	
  
L.	
  Strategies	
  to	
  Support	
  English	
  Learners	
  
	
  
Overview	
  
	
  
Along	
  with	
  our	
  commitment	
  to	
  serving	
  students	
  of	
  color	
  and	
  students	
  from	
  less	
  advantaged	
  socio-­‐
economic	
  groups	
  in	
  San	
  Francisco,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  also	
  deeply	
  committed	
  to	
  the	
  success	
  of	
  its	
  
English	
  Learners	
  (“ELs”).	
  As	
  with	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  students,	
  ELs	
  are	
  taught	
  in	
  our	
  cohort	
  classes	
  and	
  grouped	
  
heterogeneously	
  in	
  our	
  rigorous	
  college-­‐preparatory	
  program	
  and	
  are	
  supported	
  through	
  extensive	
  
academic	
  intervention	
  (see	
  above),	
  through	
  Advisory,	
  and	
  through	
  small	
  class	
  sizes.	
  Students	
  identified	
  
as	
  English	
  learners	
  upon	
  entering	
  the	
  school	
  are	
  targeted	
  for	
  additional	
  support,	
  including	
  targeted	
  
academic	
  support	
  coordinated	
  through	
  our	
  Learning	
  Center	
  and	
  grade	
  level	
  teams	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  tutoring	
  
through	
  our	
  After-­‐School	
  Teacher-­‐Led	
  Academic	
  Support	
  Program.	
  	
  
	
  
Instruction	
  in	
  all	
  classes	
  aims	
  to	
  develop	
  English	
  language	
  skills	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  their	
  learning	
  skills	
  and	
  their	
  
content	
  knowledge.	
  To	
  this	
  end,	
  reading	
  and	
  writing	
  instruction	
  across	
  the	
  curriculum	
  promotes	
  
students’	
  receptive	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  expressive	
  English	
  language	
  skills.	
  Explicit	
  instruction	
  in	
  academic	
  language	
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and	
  vocabulary	
  acquisition	
  and	
  scaffolded	
  experiences	
  for	
  the	
  practice	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  newly	
  acquired	
  
language	
  skills	
  are	
  some	
  of	
  the	
  strategies	
  that	
  teachers	
  use	
  to	
  foster	
  students’	
  language	
  development.	
  
At	
  the	
  same	
  time,	
  since	
  learning	
  new	
  content	
  is	
  the	
  goal,	
  teachers	
  utilize	
  Specially	
  Designed	
  Academic	
  
Instruction	
  in	
  English	
  (S.D.A.I.E.)	
  strategies	
  to	
  facilitate	
  the	
  acquisition	
  of	
  new	
  knowledge.	
  Some	
  of	
  the	
  
strategies	
  teachers	
  use	
  include:	
  comprehensible	
  input;	
  visuals;	
  manipulatives;	
  graphic	
  organizers	
  and	
  
kinesthetic	
  learning	
  experiences.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  seeks	
  for	
  all	
  of	
  its	
  ELs	
  to	
  be	
  proficient	
  in	
  English	
  
by	
  the	
  time	
  they	
  graduate.	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  community	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  values	
  the	
  diverse	
  cultures	
  and	
  contributions	
  of	
  all	
  its	
  students.	
  
For	
  that	
  reason,	
  instruction	
  builds	
  upon	
  the	
  cultural	
  and	
  linguistic	
  experiences	
  of	
  students	
  whenever	
  
possible.	
  In	
  particular,	
  the	
  Heritage	
  Spanish	
  program	
  allows	
  heritage	
  speakers	
  of	
  Spanish	
  to	
  develop	
  
academic	
  proficiency	
  and	
  self-­‐confidence	
  in	
  their	
  home	
  language	
  as	
  they	
  simultaneously	
  develop	
  
academic	
  proficiency	
  and	
  self-­‐confidence	
  in	
  English.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  meets	
  all	
  applicable	
  legal	
  requirements	
  for	
  English	
  Learners	
  as	
  they	
  pertain	
  to	
  
annual	
  notification	
  to	
  parents,	
  student	
  identification,	
  placement,	
  program	
  options,	
  EL	
  and	
  core	
  content	
  
instruction,	
  teacher	
  qualifications	
  and	
  training,	
  re-­‐classification	
  to	
  fluent	
  English	
  proficient	
  status,	
  
monitoring	
  and	
  evaluating	
  program	
  effectiveness,	
  and	
  standardized	
  testing	
  requirements.	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School	
  implements	
  policies	
  to	
  assure	
  proper	
  placement,	
  evaluation,	
  and	
  communication	
  
regarding	
  ELs	
  and	
  the	
  rights	
  of	
  students	
  and	
  parents.	
  
	
  
Home	
  Language	
  Survey	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  administers	
  the	
  home	
  language	
  survey	
  upon	
  a	
  student’s	
  initial	
  enrollment	
  into	
  
school	
  (on	
  enrollment	
  forms),	
  and	
  uses	
  District	
  home	
  language	
  survey	
  results	
  where	
  possible.	
  	
  
	
  
CELDT	
  Testing	
  
	
  
All	
  students	
  who	
  indicate	
  that	
  their	
  home	
  language	
  is	
  other	
  than	
  English	
  are	
  CELDT	
  tested	
  within	
  thirty	
  
days	
  of	
  initial	
  enrollment1	
  and	
  at	
  least	
  annually	
  thereafter	
  between	
  July	
  1	
  and	
  October	
  31st	
  until	
  re-­‐
designated	
  as	
  fluent	
  English	
  Proficient.	
  We	
  also	
  follow	
  the	
  District’s	
  re-­‐designation	
  process	
  each	
  spring.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  required	
  under	
  NCLB	
  requirements	
  for	
  language	
  proficiency,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  notifies	
  all	
  
parents	
  of	
  its	
  responsibility	
  for	
  CELDT	
  testing	
  and	
  of	
  CELDT	
  results	
  within	
  thirty	
  days	
  of	
  test	
  
administration.	
  
	
  
Reclassification	
  Procedures	
  
	
  
Reclassification	
  procedures	
  utilize	
  multiple	
  criteria	
  in	
  determining	
  whether	
  to	
  classify	
  a	
  pupil	
  as	
  
proficient	
  in	
  English	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to,	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  following:	
  
	
  

• Assessment	
  of	
  language	
  proficiency	
  using	
  an	
  objective	
  assessment	
  instrument	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  
limited	
  to,	
  the	
  CELDT.	
  

	
  

                                                
1 The thirty-day requirement applies to students who are entering a California public school for the first 
time or for students who have not yet been CELDT tested. All other students who have indicated a home 
language other than English will continue with annual CELDT testing based upon the date last tested at 
the prior school of enrollment. 
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• Participation	
  of	
  the	
  pupil’s	
  classroom	
  teachers	
  and	
  any	
  other	
  certificated	
  staff	
  with	
  direct	
  
responsibility	
  for	
  teaching	
  or	
  placement	
  decisions	
  of	
  the	
  pupil	
  to	
  evaluate	
  the	
  pupil’s	
  curriculum	
  
mastery.	
  

	
  
• Parental	
  opinion	
  and	
  consultation,	
  achieved	
  through	
  notice	
  to	
  parents	
  or	
  guardians	
  of	
  the	
  

language	
  reclassification	
  and	
  placement	
  including	
  a	
  description	
  of	
  the	
  reclassification	
  process	
  
and	
  the	
  parents	
  opportunity	
  to	
  participate,	
  and	
  encouragement	
  of	
  the	
  participation	
  of	
  parents	
  
or	
  guardians	
  in	
  the	
  reclassification	
  procedure	
  including	
  seeking	
  their	
  opinion	
  and	
  consultation	
  
during	
  the	
  reclassification	
  process.	
  

	
  
• Comparison	
  of	
  the	
  pupil’s	
  performance	
  in	
  basic	
  skills	
  against	
  an	
  empirically	
  established	
  range	
  of	
  

performance	
  and	
  basic	
  skills	
  based	
  upon	
  the	
  performance	
  of	
  English	
  proficient	
  pupils	
  of	
  the	
  
same	
  age	
  that	
  demonstrate	
  to	
  others	
  that	
  the	
  pupil	
  is	
  sufficiently	
  proficient	
  in	
  English	
  to	
  
participate	
  effectively	
  in	
  a	
  curriculum	
  designed	
  for	
  pupils	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  age	
  whose	
  native	
  
language	
  is	
  English.	
  	
  
	
  

• The	
  Student	
  Oral	
  Language	
  Observation	
  Matrix	
  will	
  be	
  used	
  by	
  teachers	
  to	
  measure	
  progress	
  
regarding	
  comprehension,	
  fluency,	
  vocabulary,	
  pronunciation,	
  and	
  grammar	
  usage.	
  	
  

	
  
Professional	
  Development	
  and	
  Family	
  Communication	
  
	
  
Annually,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  faculty	
  participate	
  in	
  extensive	
  professional	
  development,	
  which	
  
includes	
  building	
  teachers’	
  skills	
  and	
  strategies	
  for	
  working	
  with	
  EL	
  students.	
  
	
  
Furthermore,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  seeks	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  majority	
  of	
  its	
  teachers	
  credentialed	
  to	
  teach	
  
English	
  Learners	
  with	
  the	
  CLAD,	
  BCLAD,	
  and	
  CTEL	
  credentials	
  (or	
  a	
  California	
  Commission	
  on	
  Teacher	
  
Credentialing	
  recognized	
  alternative).	
  We	
  have	
  a	
  Literacy	
  Specialist	
  on	
  staff	
  whose	
  responsibilities	
  
include	
  providing	
  direct	
  support	
  to	
  ELs	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  consultation	
  and	
  professional	
  development	
  with	
  
teachers	
  on	
  strategies	
  to	
  support	
  ELs	
  in	
  their	
  classrooms.	
  	
  
	
  
Additionally,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  dedicated	
  to	
  reaching	
  out	
  to	
  the	
  families	
  of	
  students	
  whose	
  first	
  
language	
  is	
  not	
  English	
  and	
  to	
  translating	
  meetings	
  and	
  correspondence	
  with	
  families.	
  	
  
	
  	
  
	
  
M.	
  	
  Strategies	
  to	
  Support	
  Students	
  with	
  Disabilities	
  
	
  
Overview	
  
	
  
As	
  with	
  all	
  of	
  our	
  students,	
  students	
  with	
  disabilities	
  take	
  a	
  rigorous,	
  college-­‐preparatory	
  program	
  and	
  
are	
  supported	
  within	
  the	
  classroom	
  with	
  strong	
  pedagogy,	
  with	
  individual	
  attention	
  afforded	
  by	
  small	
  
class	
  sizes,	
  and	
  through	
  the	
  supports	
  offered	
  to	
  all	
  Gateway	
  students	
  such	
  as	
  the	
  after	
  school	
  teacher	
  
support,	
  reading	
  programs,	
  and	
  Grade	
  Level	
  Team	
  interventions	
  using	
  a	
  Response	
  to	
  Intervention	
  
model.	
  Gateway	
  utilizes	
  inclusive	
  practices	
  to	
  support	
  students	
  with	
  disabilities,	
  and	
  as	
  such	
  all	
  students	
  
with	
  IEPS	
  receive	
  supports	
  within	
  their	
  general	
  education	
  classes.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  faculty	
  work	
  closely	
  with	
  our	
  Learning	
  Center	
  staff	
  to	
  understand	
  students’	
  needs	
  and	
  meet	
  all	
  
academic	
  and	
  legally	
  mandated	
  requirements.	
  Learning	
  Center	
  staff	
  provide	
  case	
  management	
  for	
  
students	
  and	
  professional	
  development	
  for	
  our	
  teachers.	
  



    

GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL CHARTER RENEWAL PETITION 2015-2020
   

41 

	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  adhere	
  to	
  all	
  laws	
  affecting	
  individuals	
  with	
  exceptional	
  needs,	
  including	
  all	
  
provisions	
  of	
  the	
  Individuals	
  with	
  Disabilities	
  in	
  Education	
  Act	
  (IDEA),	
  its	
  amendments,	
  Section	
  504	
  of	
  the	
  
Rehabilitation	
  Act	
  and	
  the	
  Americans	
  with	
  Disabilities	
  Act	
  (“ADA”).	
  All	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  given	
  equal	
  
access	
  to	
  the	
  school,	
  regardless	
  of	
  disabilities,	
  and	
  the	
  School	
  will	
  not	
  discriminate	
  against	
  any	
  student	
  
based	
  on	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  disabilities.	
  The	
  School	
  shall	
  not	
  require	
  the	
  modification	
  of	
  an	
  IEP	
  or	
  504	
  plan	
  as	
  a	
  
condition	
  of	
  acceptance	
  at	
  the	
  Charter	
  School.	
  
	
  
The	
  School	
  recognizes	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  providing	
  educational	
  opportunities	
  to	
  all	
  students	
  regardless	
  
of	
  physical	
  challenges	
  or	
  special	
  needs.	
  To	
  that	
  end,	
  the	
  school	
  pledges	
  to	
  work	
  in	
  cooperation	
  with	
  the	
  
District	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  the	
  students	
  enrolled	
  in	
  the	
  School	
  are	
  served	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  applicable	
  
federal	
  and	
  state	
  law.	
  Employees	
  providing	
  special	
  education	
  services	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  such	
  
as	
  our	
  Resource	
  Specialist,	
  para-­‐professionals,	
  psychologists,	
  speech	
  and	
  language	
  therapists,	
  and	
  
occupational	
  therapists,	
  shall	
  remain	
  employees	
  of	
  the	
  District.	
  The	
  Charter	
  School	
  shall	
  follow	
  all	
  
policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  of	
  the	
  District’s	
  SELPA	
  in	
  the	
  provision	
  of	
  special	
  education	
  services.	
  The	
  Charter	
  
School	
  is	
  a	
  “school	
  of	
  the	
  District”	
  for	
  special	
  education	
  purposes,	
  per	
  Education	
  Code	
  sections	
  47646(a)	
  
and	
  47641(a).	
  	
  
	
  
Services	
  for	
  Students	
  Under	
  the	
  IDEA/MOU	
  with	
  the	
  District	
  
	
  
As	
  provided	
   in	
   the	
  memorandum	
  of	
   understanding	
  between	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
   School	
   and	
   the	
  District,	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  agrees	
  as	
  follows:	
  
	
  
1.	
   It	
  is	
  understood	
  that	
  all	
  children	
  will	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  no	
  student	
  shall	
  

be	
  denied	
  admission	
  due	
  to	
  disability.	
  
	
  
2.	
   Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  comply	
  with	
  all	
  applicable	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  laws.	
  
	
  
3.	
   Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  agrees	
  to	
  implement	
  a	
  Student	
  Study	
  Team	
  Process	
  (SST),	
  a	
  regular	
  

education	
  function,	
  to	
  monitor	
  and	
  guide	
  referrals	
  for	
  Section	
  504	
  and	
  Special	
  Education	
  
services.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  agrees	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  solely	
  responsible	
  for	
  compliance	
  with	
  Section	
  
504.	
  

	
  
4.	
   Pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  section	
  47641(a),	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  has	
  not	
  elected	
  to	
  

participate	
  as	
  an	
  independent	
  Local	
  Education	
  Agency	
  (LEA)	
  for	
  Special	
  Education	
  services;	
  and	
  
therefore,	
  pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  section	
  47641(a),	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  therefore	
  
deemed	
  a	
  public	
  school	
  of	
  the	
  LEA	
  granting	
  the	
  charter,	
  SFUSD,	
  for	
  Special	
  Education	
  purposes.	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  reserves	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  elect	
  to	
  become	
  its	
  own	
  LEA	
  or	
  join	
  with	
  other	
  
charter	
  schools	
  to	
  form	
  a	
  consortium	
  and	
  join	
  a	
  SELPA	
  within	
  California	
  in	
  any	
  fiscal	
  year	
  
following	
  its	
  first	
  year	
  of	
  enrolling	
  students.	
  In	
  the	
  event	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  elects	
  to	
  join	
  a	
  
SELPA,	
  it	
  shall	
  do	
  so	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  rules	
  and	
  procedures	
  of	
  the	
  SELPA	
  and	
  will	
  notify	
  the	
  
SELPA	
  Director	
  of	
  this	
  intent	
  before	
  February	
  1	
  of	
  the	
  preceding	
  school	
  year.	
  

	
  
5.	
   Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  SFUSD	
  intend	
  that	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  be	
  treated	
  as	
  any	
  

other	
  public	
  school	
  in	
  SFUSD	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  the	
  provision	
  of	
  Special	
  Education	
  services,	
  
including	
  the	
  allocation	
  of	
  duties	
  between	
  on-­‐site	
  staff	
  and	
  resources	
  and	
  SFUSD	
  staff	
  and	
  
resources.	
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6.	
   Division	
  and	
  Coordination	
  of	
  Responsibility:	
  SFUSD	
  and	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  agree	
  to	
  allocate	
  
responsibility	
  for	
  the	
  provision	
  of	
  services	
  (including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  identification,	
  evaluation,	
  
Individualized	
  Education	
  Program	
  (IEP),	
  development	
  and	
  modification,	
  and	
  educational	
  
services)	
  in	
  a	
  manner	
  consistent	
  with	
  their	
  allocation	
  between	
  SFUSD	
  and	
  its	
  local	
  public	
  school	
  
sites.	
  Where	
  particular	
  services	
  are	
  generally	
  provided	
  by	
  staff	
  at	
  the	
  local	
  school	
  site	
  level,	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  be	
  responsible	
  for	
  providing	
  said	
  staff	
  and	
  programming;	
  where	
  
particular	
  services	
  are	
  provided	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  by	
  the	
  central	
  SFUSD	
  office,	
  those	
  services	
  will	
  be	
  
made	
  available	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  in	
  a	
  similar	
  fashion.	
  

	
  
7.	
   Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  SFUSD	
  intend	
  that	
  they	
  will	
  jointly	
  ensure	
  that	
  all	
  students	
  entitled	
  

to	
  services	
  under	
  the	
  Individuals	
  with	
  Disabilities	
  in	
  Education	
  Act,	
  20	
  U.S.C.	
  section	
  1400	
  et	
  seq.	
  
(hereafter	
   “I.D.E.A.”)	
   and	
   California	
   Education	
   Code	
   section	
   56000	
   et	
   seq.	
   will	
   receive	
   those	
  
services.	
  

	
  
8.	
   Identification	
  and	
  Referral:	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  have	
  the	
  same	
  responsibility	
  as	
  any	
  

other	
  public	
  school	
  in	
  SFUSD	
  to	
  work	
  cooperatively	
  with	
  SFUSD	
  in	
  identifying	
  and	
  referring	
  
students	
  who	
  have	
  or	
  may	
  have	
  exceptional	
  needs	
  that	
  qualify	
  them	
  to	
  receive	
  Special	
  
Education	
  services.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  with	
  the	
  assistance	
  of	
  SFUSD	
  will	
  develop,	
  maintain,	
  
and	
  implement	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  to	
  ensure	
  identification	
  and	
  referral	
  of	
  students	
  who	
  
have,	
  or	
  may	
  have,	
  such	
  exceptional	
  needs.	
  These	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  will	
  be	
  in	
  accordance	
  
with	
  California	
  law	
  and	
  SFUSD	
  policy.	
  As	
  between	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  SFUSD,	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School	
  is	
  solely	
  responsible	
  for	
  obtaining	
  the	
  cumulative	
  files,	
  prior	
  and/or	
  current	
  IEPs	
  
and	
  other	
  Special	
  Education	
  information	
  on	
  any	
  student	
  enrolling	
  from	
  a	
  non-­‐	
  SFUSD	
  school.	
  

	
  
9.	
   SFUSD	
  shall	
  provide	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  with	
  any	
  assistance	
  that	
  it	
  generally	
  provides	
  its	
  

other	
  public	
  schools	
  in	
  the	
  identification	
  and	
  referral	
  processes.	
  SFUSD	
  will	
  ensure	
  that	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School	
  is	
  provided	
  with	
  notification	
  and	
  relevant	
  files	
  of	
  all	
  students	
  transferring	
  to	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  from	
  a	
  SFUSD	
  school,	
  who	
  have	
  an	
  existing	
  IEP,	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  manner	
  that	
  
it	
  ensures	
  the	
  forwarding	
  of	
  such	
  information	
  between	
  SFUSD	
  schools.	
  All	
  records	
  and	
  files	
  will	
  
be	
  released	
  with	
  the	
  signed	
  permission	
  of	
  the	
  parent/guardian.	
  

	
  
10.	
   SFUSD	
  and	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
   School	
   shall	
  make	
   the	
  determination	
   as	
   to	
  what	
   assessments	
   are	
  

necessary,	
   including	
   assessments	
   for	
   all	
   referred	
   students,	
   annual	
   assessments	
   and	
   tri-­‐annual	
  
assessments,	
   in	
   accordance	
  with	
   SFUSD’s	
   general	
   practice	
   and	
   procedure	
   and	
   applicable	
   law.	
  
Gateway	
   Middle	
   School	
   shall	
   not	
   conduct	
   unilateral	
   independent	
   assessments	
   without	
   prior	
  
written	
  approval	
  of	
  SFUSD.	
  

	
  
11.	
   Responsibility	
  for	
  arranging	
  necessary	
  IEP	
  meetings	
  shall	
  be	
  allocated	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  

SFUSD’s	
  general	
  practice	
  and	
  procedure	
  and	
  applicable	
  law.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  be	
  
responsible	
  for	
  having	
  the	
  designated	
  representative	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  in	
  attendance	
  at	
  
the	
  IEP	
  meetings	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  representatives	
  who	
  are	
  knowledgeable	
  about	
  the	
  regular	
  
education	
  program	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  

	
  
12.	
   Decisions	
  regarding	
  eligibility,	
  goals/objectives,	
  program,	
  placement	
  and	
  exit	
  from	
  Special	
  

Education	
  shall	
  be	
  the	
  decision	
  of	
  the	
  IEP	
  team.	
  Team	
  membership	
  shall	
  be	
  in	
  compliance	
  with	
  
state	
  and	
  federal	
  law	
  and	
  shall	
  include	
  the	
  designated	
  representative	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  
(or	
  designee)	
  and	
  the	
  designated	
  representative	
  of	
  SFUSD	
  (or	
  designee).	
  Services	
  and	
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placements	
  shall	
  be	
  provided	
  to	
  all	
  eligible	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  students	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  
the	
  policies,	
  procedures	
  and	
  requirements	
  of	
  SFUSD	
  and	
  of	
  the	
  Local	
  Plan	
  for	
  Special	
  Education.	
  

	
  
13.	
   For	
  students	
  who	
  enroll	
  in	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  with	
  a	
  current	
  IEP,	
  SFUSD	
  and	
  Gateway	
  

Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  conduct	
  an	
  IEP	
  meeting	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  applicable	
  law.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  
School	
  shall	
  notify	
  SFUSD	
  immediately	
  of	
  students	
  who	
  may	
  fall	
  into	
  this	
  category.	
  For	
  such	
  
students	
  who	
  were	
  previously	
  enrolled	
  in	
  SFUSD,	
  SFUSD	
  agrees	
  to	
  forward	
  the	
  student's	
  
cumulative	
  file	
  including	
  all	
  Special	
  Education	
  files	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  within	
  10	
  days	
  
with	
  signed	
  parent/guardian	
  permission.	
  In	
  addition	
  SFUSD	
  will	
  provide	
  consultative	
  assistance	
  
to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  to	
  help	
  transition	
  the	
  student.	
  

	
  
To	
  the	
  extent	
  that	
  the	
  agreed	
  upon	
  IEP	
  requires	
  educational	
  or	
  related	
  services	
  to	
  be	
  delivered	
  
by	
  staff	
  other	
  than	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  staff,	
  SFUSD	
  shall	
  provide	
  and/or	
  arrange	
  for	
  such	
  
services.	
  SFUSD	
  services	
  shall	
  include	
  consultative	
  services	
  by	
  SFUSD	
  staff	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  
School	
  staff	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  manner	
  that	
  SFUSD	
  staff	
  consults	
  with	
  staff	
  at	
  other	
  SFUSD	
  schools.	
  

	
  
14.	
  	
   Instruction:	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  coordinate	
  with	
  SFUSD	
  to	
  deliver	
  resource	
  services	
  to	
  

students	
  within	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  their	
  regular	
  courses.	
  Only	
  in	
  limited	
  and	
  appropriate	
  cases	
  will	
  
services	
  be	
  delivered	
  outside	
  the	
  context	
  of	
  students’	
  regular	
  course.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  
teacher	
  teams	
  will	
  meet	
  regularly	
  during	
  common	
  planning	
  time	
  with	
  SFUSD	
  resource	
  specialists	
  
to	
  coordinate	
  delivery	
  of	
  resources	
  in	
  their	
  classes.	
  
	
  

15.	
   Complaints:	
  	
  In	
  consultation	
  with	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  SFUSD	
  shall	
  
address/respond/investigate	
  all	
  complaints	
  received	
  under	
  the	
  Uniform	
  Complaint	
  Procedure	
  
involving	
  Special	
  Education.	
  

	
  
16.	
   Due	
  Process	
  Hearings:	
  	
  In	
  consultation	
  with	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  SFUSD	
  may	
  initiate	
  a	
  due	
  

process	
  hearing	
  on	
  behalf	
  of	
  a	
  student	
  enrolled	
  in	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  as	
  SFUSD	
  determines	
  
is	
  legally	
  necessary	
  to	
  meet	
  a	
  school	
  agency’s	
  responsibilities	
  under	
  federal	
  and	
  state	
  law.	
  SFUSD	
  
and	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  work	
  together	
  to	
  defend	
  the	
  case.	
  In	
  the	
  event	
  that	
  SFUSD	
  
determines	
  that	
  legal	
  counsel	
  representation	
  is	
  needed,	
  SFUSD	
  and	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  
be	
  jointly	
  represented	
  by	
  legal	
  counsel,	
  unless	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  conflict	
  of	
  interest.	
  In	
  case	
  separate	
  
counsel	
  is	
  needed	
  by	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  
may	
  select	
  such	
  counsel,	
  and	
  shall	
  be	
  responsible	
  for	
  the	
  costs	
  of	
  its	
  legal	
  counsel.	
  

	
  
17.	
   SFUSD	
  Superintendent	
  or	
  designee	
  shall	
  represent	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  at	
  all	
  SELPA	
  meetings	
  

as	
  it	
  represents	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  all	
  schools	
  in	
  SFUSD.	
  Reports	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  regarding	
  
SELPA	
  decisions,	
  policies,	
  etc.	
  shall	
  be	
  communicated	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  to	
  
all	
  other	
  schools	
  within	
  SFUSD.	
  To	
  the	
  extent	
  that	
  SFUSD	
  and/or	
  SELPA	
  provide	
  training	
  
opportunities	
  and/or	
  information	
  regarding	
  Special	
  Education	
  to	
  site	
  staff,	
  such	
  
opportunities/information	
  shall	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  staff.	
  To	
  the	
  
extent	
  that	
  SFUSD	
  site	
  staff	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  committee	
  meetings	
  of	
  the	
  
SELPA	
  as	
  representatives	
  of	
  their	
  school,	
  such	
  opportunities	
  shall	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  to	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School	
  staff.	
  

	
  
18.	
   Transfer	
  of	
  Special	
  Education	
  Apportionment	
  Directly	
  to	
  SFUSD:	
  	
  The	
  parties	
  agree	
  that,	
  pursuant	
  

to	
  the	
  division	
  of	
  responsibilities	
  set	
  forth	
  in	
  the	
  MOU,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  has	
  elected	
  the	
  
status	
  of	
  any	
  other	
  public	
  school	
  in	
  SFUSD	
  for	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  Special	
  Education	
  services	
  and	
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funding,	
  and	
  SFUSD	
  has	
  agreed	
  to	
  provide	
  Special	
  Education	
  services	
  for	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  
School,	
  consistent	
  with	
  the	
  services	
  it	
  provides	
  at	
  its	
  public	
  schools.	
  Consistent	
  with	
  this	
  division	
  
of	
  responsibility,	
  all	
  funds	
  apportioned	
  to	
  and	
  received	
  by	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  directly	
  from	
  
the	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  government	
  for	
  Special	
  Education	
  services	
  pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  
section	
  47613.1,	
  subdivision	
  (b)	
  shall	
  be	
  retained	
  by	
  SFUSD.	
  In	
  exchange,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  
School	
  shall	
  receive	
  an	
  equitable	
  share	
  of	
  funding	
  and	
  services	
  consisting	
  of	
  either	
  or	
  both	
  of	
  the	
  
following:	
  

	
  
a.	
   State	
  and	
  federal	
  funding	
  provided	
  to	
  support	
  Special	
  Education	
  instruction	
  or	
  

designated	
  instruction	
  and	
  services	
  or	
  both	
  provided	
  or	
  procured	
  by	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  
School	
  that	
  serve	
  pupils	
  enrolled	
  in	
  and	
  attending	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  

	
  
b.	
   Any	
  necessary	
  Special	
  Education	
  and	
  related	
  services	
  including	
  administrative	
  and	
  

support	
  services	
  and	
  itinerant	
  services	
  that	
  are	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  local	
  educational	
  agency	
  
on	
  behalf	
  of	
  pupils	
  with	
  disabilities	
  enrolled	
  in	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  

	
  
19.	
   Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  Contribution	
  to	
  Special	
  Education	
  General	
  Fund:	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  

shall	
  owe	
  SFUSD	
  its	
  pro-­‐rata	
  share	
  of	
  the	
  annual	
  special	
  education	
  general	
  fund.	
  The	
  special	
  
education	
  general	
  fund	
  contribution	
  is	
  calculated	
  as	
  follows:	
  To	
  the	
  extent	
  that	
  district-­‐wide	
  
(including	
  Charter	
  School)	
  special	
  education	
  and	
  related	
  services	
  costs	
  (excluding	
  transportation	
  
costs)	
  exceed	
  District-­‐wide	
  (including	
  Charter	
  School)	
  special	
  education	
  funding,	
  the	
  excess	
  cost	
  
shall	
  be	
  charged	
  to	
  Charter	
  School	
  on	
  a	
  prorated	
  basis.	
  This	
  amount	
  will	
  be	
  identified	
  each	
  year	
  
as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  MOU	
  process.	
  	
  

	
  
20.	
   Special	
  Education	
  funds	
  for	
  Special	
  Education	
  staff	
  and	
  services	
  provided	
  at	
  the	
  local	
  school	
  site	
  

level	
  by	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  with	
  the	
  agreement	
  of	
  SFUSD	
  shall	
  be	
  allocated	
  to	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School	
  by	
  SFUSD.	
  

	
  
21.	
   Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  agrees	
  to	
  adhere	
  to	
  the	
  policies	
  and	
  requirements	
  of	
  the	
  Local	
  Plan	
  for	
  

Special	
  Education	
  and	
  to	
  SFUSD	
  policies.	
  
	
  

22.	
   Special	
  Education	
  services	
  will	
  be	
  offered	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  based	
  upon	
  each	
  student’s	
  
Individualized	
  Education	
  Program	
  and	
  based	
  upon	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  educational	
  
methods	
  and	
  philosophy.	
  

	
  
23.	
   If	
  needed	
  due	
  to	
  limited	
  Special	
  Education	
  staff,	
  SFUSD	
  may	
  seek	
  out	
  contracts	
  with	
  other	
  

school	
  districts,	
  or	
  companies,	
  or	
  organizations	
  to	
  serve	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  students.	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  assist	
  SFUSD	
  in	
  providing	
  such	
  services.	
  

	
  
A	
  special	
  education	
  agreement	
  has	
  been	
  developed	
  between	
  the	
  District	
  and	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  
which	
  spells	
  out	
  in	
  detail	
  the	
  responsibilities	
  for	
  provision	
  of	
  special	
  education	
  services	
  by	
  the	
  School	
  
and	
  the	
  manner	
  in	
  which	
  special	
  education	
  funding	
  will	
  flow	
  through	
  the	
  District	
  to	
  the	
  students	
  of	
  the	
  
School.	
  The	
  specifics	
  of	
  this	
  arrangement	
  will	
  reside	
  in	
  the	
  MOU	
  between	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  
SFUSD.	
  As	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  MOU	
  between	
  the	
  District	
  and	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School:	
  
	
  

• The	
   District	
   shall	
   receive	
   and	
   retain	
   all	
   State	
   and	
   Federal	
   special	
   education	
   funds	
   due	
   to	
   the	
  
Charter	
  School.	
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• The	
  District	
   shall	
   provide	
   special	
   education	
   instruction	
   and	
   related	
   services	
   to	
   Charter	
   School	
  
students	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  manner	
  as	
  provided	
  to	
  other	
  students	
  of	
  the	
  District.	
  

• The	
  District	
  Special	
  Education	
  staff	
  serving	
  students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  be	
  under	
  the	
  
supervision	
   of	
   San	
   Francisco	
   County	
   SELPA	
   or	
   designee.	
  Gateway	
   reserves	
   the	
   right	
   to	
   jointly	
  
interview	
  with	
  the	
  District	
  prospective	
  staff	
  before	
  they	
  are	
  assigned	
  to	
  Gateway.	
  In	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  
a	
  vacancy,	
  Gateway	
  may	
  bring	
  qualified	
  candidates	
  to	
  the	
  District	
  to	
  fill	
  the	
  vacancy.	
  Unless	
  that	
  
candidate	
   is	
   not	
   qualified	
   in	
   accordance	
   with	
   SFUSD	
   standards,	
   the	
   District	
   may	
   hire	
   that	
  
individual	
  recommended	
  by	
  Gateway.	
  Further	
  details	
  for	
  Staff	
  management	
  are	
  outlined	
  in	
  the	
  
MOU.	
  

• The	
  District	
  shall	
  provide	
  funding	
  to	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  for	
  any	
  special	
  education	
  instruction	
  or	
  
related	
  services	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  manner	
  as	
  is	
  currently	
  provided	
  to	
  
other	
  schools	
  of	
  the	
  District.	
  

• The	
  Charter	
  School	
  shall	
  pay	
  its	
  proportionate	
  share	
  of	
  District-­‐wide	
  general	
  fund	
  contribution.	
  
This	
  arrangement,	
  or	
  a	
  reasonable	
  alternative	
  to	
  this	
  arrangement,	
  will	
  be	
  codified	
  in	
  an	
  annual	
  
memorandum	
  of	
  understanding	
  between	
  the	
  District	
  and	
  the	
  school.	
  
	
  
Section	
  504/ADA	
  
	
  
The	
  School	
  shall	
  be	
  solely	
  responsible	
  for	
  its	
  compliance	
  with	
  Section	
  504	
  and	
  the	
  ADA.	
  All	
  facilities	
  of	
  
the	
  School	
  shall	
  be	
  accessible	
  for	
  all	
  students	
  with	
  disabilities	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  ADA.	
  	
  

	
  
Further,	
  the	
  School	
  shall	
  adopt	
  and	
  implement	
  a	
  policy	
  which	
  outlines	
  the	
  requirements	
  for	
  identifying	
  
and	
  serving	
  students	
  with	
  a	
  504	
  accommodation	
  plan.	
  The	
  School	
  recognizes	
  its	
  legal	
  responsibility	
  to	
  
ensure	
  that	
  no	
  qualified	
  person	
  with	
  a	
  disability	
  shall,	
  on	
  the	
  basis	
  of	
  disability,	
  be	
  excluded	
  from	
  
participation,	
  be	
  denied	
  the	
  benefits	
  of,	
  or	
  otherwise	
  be	
  subjected	
  to	
  discrimination	
  under	
  any	
  program	
  
of	
  the	
  Charter	
  School.	
  Any	
  student	
  who	
  has	
  an	
  objectively	
  identified	
  disability,	
  which	
  substantially	
  limits	
  
a	
  major	
  life	
  activity	
  such	
  as	
  learning,	
  is	
  eligible	
  for	
  accommodation	
  by	
  the	
  School	
  and	
  shall	
  be	
  
accommodated.	
  	
  
	
  
A	
  504	
  team	
  will	
  be	
  assembled	
  by	
  a	
  site	
  administrator	
  or	
  designee	
  and	
  shall	
  include	
  qualified	
  persons	
  
knowledgeable	
  about	
  the	
  student,	
  the	
  meaning	
  of	
  the	
  evaluation	
  data,	
  placement	
  options	
  and	
  the	
  legal	
  
requirements	
  for	
  least	
  restrictive	
  environment.	
  The	
  504	
  team	
  will	
  review	
  the	
  student’s	
  existing	
  records,	
  
including	
  academic,	
  social	
  and	
  behavioral	
  records	
  and	
  is	
  responsible	
  for	
  making	
  a	
  determination	
  as	
  to	
  
whether	
  an	
  evaluation	
  for	
  504	
  services	
  is	
  appropriate.	
  If	
  the	
  student	
  has	
  already	
  been	
  evaluated	
  under	
  
the	
  IDEA,	
  those	
  evaluations	
  may	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  help	
  determine	
  eligibility	
  under	
  Section	
  504.	
  The	
  student	
  
evaluation	
  shall	
  be	
  carried	
  out	
  by	
  the	
  504	
  team,	
  who	
  will	
  evaluate	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  student’s	
  disability	
  
and	
  the	
  impact	
  upon	
  the	
  student’s	
  education.	
  This	
  evaluation	
  will	
  include	
  consideration	
  of	
  any	
  behaviors	
  
that	
  interfere	
  with	
  regular	
  participation	
  in	
  the	
  educational	
  program	
  and/or	
  activities.	
  The	
  504	
  team	
  will	
  
consider	
  the	
  following	
  information	
  in	
  its	
  evaluation:	
  
	
  

a. Tests	
  and	
  other	
  evaluation	
  materials	
  that	
  have	
  been	
  validated	
  for	
  the	
  specific	
  purpose	
  for	
  
which	
  they	
  are	
  used	
  and	
  are	
  administered	
  by	
  trained	
  personnel.	
  

	
  
b. Tests	
  and	
  other	
  evaluation	
  materials	
  include	
  those	
  tailored	
  to	
  assess	
  specific	
  areas	
  of	
  

educational	
  need	
  and	
  not	
  merely	
  those	
  which	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  single	
  general	
  
intelligent	
  quotient.	
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c. Tests	
  are	
  selected	
  and	
  administered	
  so	
  as	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  when	
  a	
  test	
  is	
  administered	
  to	
  a	
  
student	
  with	
  impaired	
  sensory,	
  manual	
  or	
  speaking	
  skills,	
  the	
  test	
  results	
  accurately	
  reflect	
  
the	
  student’s	
  aptitude	
  or	
  achievement	
  level	
  or	
  whatever	
  factor	
  the	
  test	
  purports	
  to	
  measure	
  
rather	
  than	
  reflecting	
  the	
  student’s	
  impaired	
  sensory,	
  manual	
  or	
  speaking	
  skills.	
  	
  

	
  
The	
  final	
  determination	
  of	
  whether	
  the	
  student	
  will	
  or	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  identified	
  as	
  a	
  person	
  with	
  a	
  disability	
  
is	
  made	
  by	
  the	
  504	
  team	
  in	
  writing	
  and	
  noticed	
  in	
  writing	
  to	
  the	
  parent	
  or	
  guardian	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  in	
  
their	
  primary	
  language	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  procedural	
  safeguards	
  available	
  to	
  them.	
  If	
  during	
  the	
  evaluation,	
  
the	
  504	
  team	
  obtains	
  information	
  indicating	
  possible	
  eligibility	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  for	
  special	
  education	
  per	
  
the	
  IDEA,	
  a	
  referral	
  for	
  special	
  education	
  assessment	
  will	
  be	
  made	
  by	
  the	
  504	
  team.	
  
	
  
If	
  the	
  student	
  is	
  found	
  by	
  the	
  504	
  team	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  disability	
  under	
  Section	
  504,	
  the	
  504	
  team	
  shall	
  be	
  
responsible	
  for	
  determining	
  what,	
  if	
  any,	
  accommodations	
  are	
  needed	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  the	
  student	
  
receives	
  the	
  free	
  and	
  appropriate	
  public	
  education	
  (“FAPE”).	
  In	
  developing	
  the	
  504	
  Plan,	
  the	
  504	
  team	
  
shall	
  consider	
  all	
  relevant	
  information	
  utilized	
  during	
  the	
  evaluation	
  of	
  the	
  student,	
  drawing	
  upon	
  a	
  
variety	
  of	
  sources,	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to,	
  assessments	
  conducted	
  by	
  the	
  School’s	
  professional	
  
staff.	
  The	
  parent	
  or	
  guardian	
  shall	
  be	
  invited	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  504	
  team	
  meetings	
  where	
  program	
  
modifications	
  for	
  the	
  student	
  will	
  be	
  determined	
  and	
  shall	
  be	
  given	
  an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  examine	
  in	
  
advance	
  all	
  relevant	
  records.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  504	
  Plan	
  shall	
  describe	
  the	
  Section	
  504	
  disability	
  and	
  any	
  program	
  modification	
  that	
  may	
  be	
  
necessary.	
  In	
  considering	
  the	
  504	
  Plan,	
  a	
  student	
  with	
  a	
  disability	
  requiring	
  program	
  modification	
  shall	
  
be	
  placed	
  in	
  the	
  regular	
  program	
  of	
  the	
  School	
  along	
  with	
  those	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  disabled	
  to	
  the	
  
extent	
  appropriate	
  to	
  the	
  individual	
  needs	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  with	
  a	
  disability.	
  	
  
	
  
All	
  504	
  team	
  participants,	
  parents,	
  and	
  guardians,	
  teachers	
  and	
  any	
  other	
  participants	
  in	
  the	
  student’s	
  
education,	
  including	
  substitutes	
  and	
  tutors,	
  must	
  have	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
  each	
  student’s	
  504	
  Plan.	
  A	
  site	
  
administrator	
  or	
  designee	
  will	
  ensure	
  that	
  teachers	
  include	
  504	
  Plans	
  with	
  lesson	
  plans	
  for	
  short-­‐term	
  
substitutes	
  and	
  that	
  he/she	
  review	
  the	
  504	
  Plan	
  with	
  a	
  long-­‐term	
  substitute.	
  A	
  copy	
  of	
  the	
  504	
  Plan	
  shall	
  
be	
  maintained	
  in	
  the	
  student’s	
  file.	
  Each	
  student’s	
  504	
  Plan	
  will	
  be	
  reviewed	
  at	
  least	
  once	
  per	
  year	
  to	
  
determine	
  the	
  appropriateness	
  of	
  the	
  Plan,	
  continued	
  eligibility	
  or	
  readiness	
  to	
  discontinue	
  the	
  504	
  
Plan.	
  
	
  
III.	
  	
  MEASURABLE	
  STUDENT	
  OUTCOMES	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  measurable	
  pupil	
  outcomes	
  identified	
  for	
  use	
  by	
  the	
  charter	
  school.	
  “Pupil	
  
outcomes,”	
  for	
  purposes	
  of	
  this	
  part,	
  means	
  the	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  all	
  pupils	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  demonstrate	
  that	
  
they	
  have	
  attained	
  the	
  skills,	
  knowledge,	
  and	
  attitudes	
  specified	
  as	
  goals	
  in	
  the	
  school’s	
  educational	
  
program.	
  Pupil	
  outcomes	
  shall	
  include	
  outcomes	
  that	
  address	
  increases	
  in	
  pupil	
  academic	
  achievement	
  
both	
  schoolwide	
  and	
  for	
  all	
  groups	
  of	
  pupils	
  served	
  by	
  the	
  charter	
  school,	
  as	
  that	
  term	
  is	
  defined	
  in	
  
subparagraph	
  (B)	
  of	
  paragraph	
  (3)	
  of	
  subdivision	
  (a)	
  of	
  Section	
  47607.	
  The	
  pupil	
  outcomes	
  shall	
  align	
  
with	
  the	
  state	
  priorities,	
  as	
  described	
  in	
  subdivision	
  (d)	
  of	
  Section	
  52060,	
  that	
  apply	
  for	
  the	
  grade	
  levels	
  
served,	
  or	
  the	
  nature	
  of	
  the	
  program	
  operated,	
  by	
  the	
  charter	
  school.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  
47605(b)(5)(B).	
  
	
  
A.	
  	
  Student	
  Outcome	
  Goals:	
  Expected	
  School-­‐Wide	
  Learning	
  Results	
  (ESLRs)	
  
For	
  learner	
  outcomes	
  and	
  standards	
  to	
  function	
  as	
  an	
  effective	
  impetus	
  for	
  enhancing	
  learning	
  and	
  
performance	
  (rather	
  than	
  as	
  a	
  basis	
  for	
  failure),	
  they	
  must	
  meet	
  three	
  criteria:	
  	
  first,	
  they	
  must	
  be	
  clearly	
  
and	
  publicly	
  articulated	
  and	
  understood	
  by	
  staff,	
  students	
  and	
  families;	
  second,	
  they	
  must	
  apply	
  to	
  all	
  
students;	
  and	
  third,	
  they	
  must	
  influence	
  and	
  inform	
  curriculum,	
  teaching	
  practice,	
  and	
  school	
  culture.	
  



    

GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL CHARTER RENEWAL PETITION 2015-2020
   

47 

	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  student	
  learning	
  outcomes	
  define	
  what	
  all	
  our	
  graduates	
  will	
  be	
  expected	
  to	
  
know	
  and	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  do.	
  In	
  defining	
  the	
  School’s	
  learner	
  outcomes	
  and	
  performance	
  standards,	
  
emphasis	
  is	
  placed	
  on	
  the	
  fundamental	
  skills	
  and	
  knowledge	
  that	
  underlie	
  readiness	
  for	
  higher	
  
education,	
  workplace	
  readiness,	
  and	
  readiness	
  to	
  assume	
  an	
  adult	
  role	
  in	
  our	
  society.	
  However,	
  it	
  is	
  
important	
  to	
  note	
  that	
  our	
  learner	
  outcomes	
  are	
  both	
  cognitive	
  and	
  affective.	
  In	
  other	
  words,	
  in	
  
addition	
  to	
  teaching	
  students	
  to	
  be	
  good	
  learners	
  and	
  ensuring	
  they	
  master	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  
Standards,	
  we	
  want	
  to	
  teach	
  them	
  to	
  be	
  good	
  people.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  learner	
  outcomes	
  are	
  
central	
  to	
  our	
  mission	
  as	
  a	
  school	
  and	
  are	
  integrated	
  into	
  each	
  course’s	
  curriculum	
  and	
  assessments.	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  graduates	
  will	
  be	
  (Gateway’s	
  ESLRs):	
  	
  
	
  

1) Self-­‐aware,	
  courageous,	
  and	
  responsible	
  individuals	
  who:	
  
	
  

a) are	
  conscious	
  of	
  who	
  they	
  are,	
  how	
  they	
  learn,	
  what	
  they	
  want	
  to	
  achieve,	
  and	
  what	
  
they	
  value	
  as	
  individuals;	
  

b) develop	
  and	
  practice	
  self-­‐respect	
  and	
  self-­‐acceptance	
  by	
  exploring	
  individual	
  strengths;	
  
c) understand	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  their	
  choices	
  on	
  themselves,	
  others,	
  learning,	
  and	
  the	
  

environment;	
  and	
  
d) demonstrate	
  responsibility,	
  empathy,	
  resilience,	
  and	
  respect.	
  

	
  
2) Positive,	
  active,	
  and	
  responsive	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  who:	
  

	
  
a) develop	
  effective	
  communication	
  skills;	
  	
  
b) collaborate	
  effectively	
  in	
  groups;	
  
c) learn	
  to	
  understand	
  and	
  appreciate	
  individual	
  differences;	
  
d) actively	
  support	
  others’	
  learning	
  and	
  learning	
  styles;	
  and,	
  
e) are	
  aware	
  of	
  community	
  issues,	
  understand	
  their	
  role	
  in	
  the	
  community,	
  and	
  create	
  

positive	
  change	
  in	
  the	
  community.	
  
	
  

3) Readers,	
  writers,	
  researchers	
  and	
  problem-­‐solvers	
  who:	
  
	
  

a) approach	
  learning	
  with	
  curiosity,	
  enthusiasm,	
  and	
  determination;	
  
b) take	
  pride	
  in	
  their	
  work	
  and	
  strive	
  to	
  achieve	
  individual	
  academic	
  potential;	
  	
  
c) solve	
  problems	
  and	
  ask	
  for	
  help	
  when	
  needed;	
  
d) monitor	
  their	
  individual	
  progress,	
  reflect	
  on	
  areas	
  for	
  improvement,	
  and	
  take	
  advantage	
  

of	
  opportunities	
  for	
  growth;	
  
e) develop	
  their	
  reading,	
  writing,	
  math	
  and	
  reasoning	
  skills	
  across	
  classes;	
  and,	
  
f) master	
  new	
  material	
  in	
  and	
  make	
  connections	
  between	
  their	
  classes.	
  

	
  
	
  

In	
  addition	
  to	
  our	
  outcome	
  standards	
  described	
  above,	
  we	
  further	
  articulate	
  our	
  specific	
  content-­‐based	
  
standards	
  in	
  each	
  subject	
  area	
  through	
  an	
  extensive	
  school-­‐wide	
  backwards-­‐planning	
  process.	
  For	
  each	
  
course,	
  teachers	
  define	
  the	
  essential	
  content	
  understandings,	
  skills,	
  and	
  habits	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  Common	
  
Core	
  State	
  Standards	
  and	
  our	
  ESLRs	
  and	
  then	
  design	
  curriculum	
  and	
  assessments	
  to	
  reach	
  these	
  
essential	
  learning	
  goals.	
  Teaching	
  teams	
  engage	
  in	
  this	
  backwards	
  design	
  process	
  annually	
  and	
  
communicate	
  the	
  essential	
  student	
  learning	
  outcomes	
  for	
  each	
  course	
  with	
  staff,	
  students	
  and	
  families	
  
through	
  the	
  GMS	
  Curriculum	
  Guide,	
  which	
  we	
  update	
  and	
  share	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  each	
  school	
  year.	
  
(See	
  the	
  Grade	
  Level	
  Curriculum	
  Guides	
  in	
  Appendix	
  C)	
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The	
  creation	
  of	
  specific	
  content	
  and	
  skill	
  standards	
  within	
  each	
  subject	
  area	
  also	
  supports	
  the	
  
articulation	
  of	
  a	
  clear	
  scope	
  and	
  sequence	
  within	
  each	
  department.	
  Then	
  regular	
  assessments,	
  both	
  
formative	
  and	
  summative,	
  allow	
  teachers	
  to	
  identify	
  student	
  progress	
  in	
  meeting	
  those	
  standards.	
  
Because	
  of	
  our	
  school’s	
  mission	
  to	
  teach	
  all	
  kinds	
  of	
  learners,	
  these	
  assessments	
  are	
  varied,	
  from	
  daily	
  
formative	
  assessments	
  (e.g.	
  exit	
  tickets	
  and	
  written	
  work)	
  to	
  summative	
  assessments	
  and	
  multi-­‐part	
  
projects.	
  Moreover,	
  students	
  present	
  a	
  portfolio	
  of	
  their	
  learning	
  across	
  all	
  subject	
  areas	
  during	
  their	
  
Student-­‐Led	
  Conference	
  each	
  spring.	
  These	
  portfolio	
  presentations	
  are	
  demonstrations	
  of	
  students’	
  
mastery	
  of	
  skills	
  and	
  content	
  understanding	
  in	
  their	
  subject	
  areas,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  students’	
  progress	
  towards	
  
meeting	
  individual	
  learning	
  goals	
  and	
  students’	
  mastery	
  in	
  their	
  process	
  of	
  learning.	
  (See	
  Subject	
  Area	
  
Content	
  Standards,	
  Subject	
  Area	
  Rubrics,	
  and	
  Student	
  Led	
  Conference	
  Overview	
  and	
  Goal	
  Setting	
  in	
  
Appendix	
  F)	
  
	
  
Students	
  are	
  also	
  assessed	
  on	
  their	
  “process	
  of	
  learning”	
  in	
  each	
  class	
  throughout	
  their	
  time	
  at	
  Gateway.	
  
Students’	
  process	
  of	
  learning	
  grades	
  reflect	
  their	
  progress	
  in	
  five	
  “process	
  of	
  learning”	
  domains.	
  
Gateway	
  has	
  created	
  school-­‐wide	
  “process	
  of	
  learning”	
  standards	
  and	
  a	
  process	
  of	
  learning	
  rubric	
  and	
  
all	
  Gateway	
  teachers	
  explicitly	
  teach	
  and	
  assess	
  students	
  on	
  the	
  skills	
  and	
  habits	
  that	
  comprise	
  “process	
  
of	
  learning”.	
  Students’	
  progress	
  on	
  process	
  of	
  learning	
  skills	
  are	
  communicated	
  on	
  each	
  report	
  card	
  and	
  
students	
  reflect	
  on	
  their	
  process	
  of	
  learning	
  skills	
  frequently	
  in	
  classes	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  through	
  their	
  annual	
  
portfolio	
  and	
  student-­‐led	
  conference	
  process.	
  (An	
  example	
  of	
  the	
  Schoolwide	
  Process	
  of	
  Learning	
  
Rubric	
  and	
  a	
  Math	
  POL	
  Rubric	
  are	
  attached	
  in	
  Appendix	
  G.)	
  
	
  
B.	
  	
  School-­‐Wide	
  Student	
  Performance	
  and	
  School	
  Goals	
  
	
  
As	
  a	
  public	
  charter	
  school,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  highly	
  accountable	
  to	
  its	
  students	
  and	
  
parents/guardians,	
  to	
  SFUSD,	
  to	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  California,	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  federal	
  government	
  as	
  appropriate.	
  
Accountability	
  focuses	
  on	
  the	
  following	
  questions:	
  
	
  

1. Are	
  students	
  meeting	
  the	
  established	
  learning	
  outcomes?	
  
2. Does	
  the	
  academic	
  program	
  support	
  the	
  learning	
  outcomes?	
  
3. Is	
  the	
  School	
  a	
  viable	
  organization?	
  
4. Is	
  the	
  School	
  adhering	
  to	
  the	
  terms	
  of	
  the	
  charter?	
  

	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  undertakes	
  ongoing	
  internal	
  review	
  of	
  these	
  questions,	
  including	
  analysis	
  of	
  
student	
  achievement	
  data,	
  school	
  culture,	
  and	
  school	
  structure.	
  
	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  mastery	
  of	
  the	
  State	
  Standards,	
  our	
  ESLRs,	
  and	
  department	
  and	
  course	
  outcomes,	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  pursues	
  the	
  following	
  on-­‐going	
  goals	
  and	
  standards	
  of	
  excellence.	
  These	
  
outcomes	
  are	
  aligned	
  with	
  the	
  Eight	
  State	
  Priorities,	
  and	
  goals	
  and	
  actions	
  to	
  achieve	
  the	
  Eight	
  State	
  
Priorities	
  as	
  identified	
  in	
  Element	
  III	
  of	
  this	
  charter.	
  
	
  

C.	
  Outcomes	
  Aligned	
  to	
  the	
  State	
  Priorities	
  
	
  
Pursuant	
   to	
   Education	
   Code	
   Section	
   47605(b)(5)(B),	
   following	
   is	
   a	
   table	
   describing	
   Gateway	
   Middle	
  
School’s	
   outcomes	
   that	
   align	
   with	
   the	
   state	
   priorities,	
   and	
   goals	
   and	
   actions	
   to	
   achieve	
   the	
   state	
  
priorities,	
  as	
  identified	
  in	
  Element	
  II	
  of	
  this	
  charter.	
  
	
  

GATEWAY	
  MIDDLE	
  SCHOOL	
  OUTCOMES	
  ALIGNED	
  TO	
  THE	
  STATE	
  PRIORITIES	
  

State	
  Priority	
  #1	
  (Basic	
  Services).	
  The	
  degree	
  to	
  which	
  teachers	
  are	
  appropriately	
  assigned	
  (E.C.	
  §44258.9)	
  
and	
   fully	
   credentialed,	
   and	
   every	
   pupil	
   has	
   sufficient	
   access	
   to	
   standards-­‐aligned	
   instructional	
   materials	
  
(E.C.	
  §	
  60119),	
  and	
  school	
  facilities	
  are	
  maintained	
  in	
  good	
  repair	
  (E.C.	
  §17002(d))	
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ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  
#1	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
   MEASURABLE	
  OUTCOMES	
  AND	
  

METHODS	
  OF	
  MEASUREMENT	
  
• Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  hire	
  
and	
  maintain	
  a	
  highly	
  qualified	
  
faculty	
  that	
  will	
  be	
  appropriately	
  
assigned.	
  

	
  
• Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  
obtain	
  the	
  most	
  up-­‐to-­‐date	
  
standards	
  aligned	
  instructional	
  
materials	
  that	
  will	
  prepare	
  
students	
  for	
  college	
  and	
  career.	
  

	
  
• School	
   facilities	
   will	
   be	
  
appropriately	
  maintained	
  and	
  in	
  
good	
  repair.	
  

	
  

• All	
  candidates	
  will	
  undergo	
  a	
  
rigorous	
  hiring	
  process,	
  
which	
  will	
  include	
  paper	
  
screening,	
  interviews,	
  
performance	
  tasks,	
  
curriculum	
  and	
  teaching	
  
materials	
  review,	
  teaching	
  
demonstration,	
  and	
  
reference	
  checks.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  ensure	
  
personnel	
  provide	
  
appropriate	
  evidence	
  of	
  
credentials	
  and	
  applicable	
  
licenses	
  and	
  authorizations	
  
held.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  and	
  faculty	
  
will	
  research	
  and	
  obtain	
  the	
  
most	
  up-­‐to-­‐date	
  standards	
  
aligned	
  material	
  and	
  
participate	
  in	
  an	
  annual	
  
updating	
  process.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  provide	
  
resources	
  for	
  teachers	
  to	
  
develop	
  standards-­‐aligned	
  
unit/lesson	
  plans,	
  and	
  will	
  
monitor	
  implementation	
  of	
  
units/lessons	
  through	
  
walkthroughs	
  and	
  
conferences	
  with	
  teachers.	
  

• School	
   leaders	
   will	
   lead	
  
regular	
   walkthroughs	
   of	
  
school	
  facilities.	
  

• 100%	
  of	
  the	
  teachers	
  meet	
  state	
  
requirements	
  for	
  credentialing	
  
and/or	
  licenses/authorizations	
  as	
  
demonstrated	
  by	
  personnel	
  files	
  
and	
  CALPADS.	
  

• Annual	
  assessment	
  of	
  materials	
  
confirms	
  alignment	
  to	
  standards	
  
and	
  areas	
  for	
  growth	
  

• Walkthroughs	
  and	
  teacher	
  
conferences	
  confirm	
  standards-­‐
aligned	
  lessons/units,	
  as	
  
documented	
  in	
  individual	
  teacher	
  
evaluation.	
  

• 90%	
  of	
  monthly	
  school	
  
walkthroughs	
  rate	
  school	
  
conditions	
  as	
  “excellent”	
  

	
  

State	
  Priority	
  #2	
   (Implementation	
  of	
  CCSS).	
   Implementation	
  of	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards,	
   including	
  
how	
  EL	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  enabled	
  to	
  gain	
  academic	
  content	
  knowledge	
  and	
  English	
  language	
  proficiency	
  
ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  

#2	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
   MEASURABLE	
  OUTCOMES	
  AND	
  
METHODS	
  OF	
  MEASUREMENT	
  

• All	
  relevant	
  curricula	
  will	
  be	
  
aligned	
  to	
  CCSS.	
  

• All	
  curricula	
  will	
  be	
  designed	
  to	
  
support	
  ELs	
  and	
  other	
  struggling	
  
subgroups.	
  

	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  provide	
  
professional	
  development	
  to	
  
instructional	
  staff	
  on	
  the	
  
implementation	
  of	
  CCSS.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  use	
  PLCs	
  
and	
  other	
  forms	
  of	
  professional	
  
development	
  to	
  allow	
  teachers	
  

• Annual	
  assessment	
  of	
  materials	
  
confirms	
  alignment	
  and	
  areas	
  for	
  
growth.	
  

• Every	
  child	
  will	
  receive	
  
instruction	
  in	
  CCSS,	
  as	
  evidenced	
  
by:	
  unit/lesson	
  plans	
  developed	
  
by	
  teachers,	
  documentation	
  of	
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to	
  collaborate,	
  refine	
  
instructional	
  practices,	
  and	
  
develop	
  CCSS-­‐aligned	
  
units/lessons.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  conduct	
  
regular	
  walkthroughs	
  to	
  collect	
  
evidence	
  of	
  CCSS	
  
implementation	
  and	
  EL	
  
strategies	
  employed	
  during	
  
lessons.	
  

• Teachers	
  and	
  learning	
  
specialists	
  will	
  collaborate	
  on	
  
the	
  creation	
  unit/lesson	
  plans	
  
that	
  show	
  alignment	
  to	
  CCSS,	
  
and	
  adaptations,	
  modifications	
  
made	
  for	
  ELs	
  and	
  students	
  with	
  
exceptional	
  needs.	
  

classroom	
  walkthroughs,	
  agendas	
  
for	
  professional	
  development	
  
showing	
  CCSS-­‐related	
  support	
  
and	
  resources.	
  

• ELs	
  will	
  make	
  measurable	
  
progress	
  in	
  language	
  proficiency	
  
and	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  content	
  
areas,	
  as	
  evidenced	
  by	
  CELDT	
  
scores	
  or	
  other	
  applicable	
  state-­‐
measure	
  relating	
  to	
  English	
  
Language	
  Proficiency;	
  
reclassification	
  rates	
  of	
  ELs;	
  
teacher-­‐created	
  formative	
  and	
  
summative	
  assessments.	
  

	
  

State	
  Priority	
  #3	
  (Parental	
   Involvement).	
  Parental	
   involvement,	
   including	
  efforts	
  to	
  seek	
  parent	
   input	
   for	
  
making	
  decisions	
  for	
  schools,	
  and	
  how	
  the	
  school	
  will	
  promote	
  parent	
  participation	
  
ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  

#3	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
   MEASURABLE	
  OUTCOMES	
  AND	
  
METHODS	
  OF	
  MEASUREMENT	
  

• Parents	
  view	
  themselves	
  as	
  a	
  
key	
  component	
  of	
  the	
  
school’s	
  and	
  the	
  students’	
  
success.	
  

• Parents	
  demonstrate	
  high	
  
satisfaction	
  with	
  the	
  school’s	
  
program.	
  

	
  

• Published	
  list	
  of	
  differentiated	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  parental	
  
involvement,	
  translated	
  into	
  
Spanish	
  and	
  other	
  languages	
  as	
  
needed.	
  

• Regular,	
  designated	
  times	
  and	
  
vehicles	
  for	
  parents	
  to	
  give	
  
feedback	
  related	
  to	
  school	
  and	
  
student	
  progress	
  including	
  
parent	
  association	
  meetings,	
  
drop-­‐in	
  appointments,	
  
conferences,	
  SchoolPages,	
  etc.	
  

• Regular	
  opportunities	
  for	
  
parents	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  their	
  
students’	
  academic	
  program	
  
and	
  progress	
  

• Annual	
  community	
  survey.	
  	
  
	
  

• Gateway	
  demonstrates	
  high	
  
parent	
  involvement,	
  
participation,	
  and	
  provide	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  input	
  as	
  
evidenced	
  by:	
  
o Attendance	
  rates	
  at	
  
school	
  events,	
  document	
  
by	
  sign-­‐in(s)	
  whenever	
  
possible	
  

o Documentation	
  of	
  parents	
  
serving	
  on	
  school	
  
committees	
  

o Documentation	
  of	
  parent	
  
meetings	
  with	
  agenda(s)	
  
showing	
  designated	
  time	
  
for	
  input	
  

o Participation	
  in	
  
community	
  survey	
  

State	
   Priority	
   #4	
   (Student	
   Achievement).	
   Pupil	
   achievement,	
   as	
   measured	
   by	
   all	
   of	
   the	
   following,	
   as	
  
applicable:	
  

A. Statewide	
  assessments	
  (STAR,	
  or	
  any	
  subsequent	
  assessment	
  as	
  certified	
  by	
  SBE)	
  
B. The	
  Academic	
  Performance	
  Index	
  (API)	
  
C. Percentage	
   of	
   pupils	
   who	
   have	
   successfully	
   completed	
   courses	
   that	
   satisfy	
   UC/CSU	
   entrance	
  

requirements,	
  or	
  career	
  technical	
  education	
  	
  
D. Percentage	
   of	
   ELs	
   who	
   make	
   progress	
   toward	
   English	
   language	
   proficiency	
   as	
   measured	
   by	
   the	
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CELDT	
  
E. EL	
  reclassification	
  rate	
  
F. Percentage	
  of	
  pupils	
  who	
  have	
  passed	
  an	
  AP	
  exam	
  with	
  a	
  score	
  of	
  3	
  or	
  higher	
  
G. Percentage	
   of	
   pupils	
   who	
   participate	
   in	
   and	
   demonstrate	
   college	
   preparedness	
   pursuant	
   to	
   the	
  

Early	
   Assessment	
   Program	
   (E.C.	
   §99300	
   et	
   seq.)	
   or	
   any	
   subsequent	
   assessment	
   of	
   college	
  
preparedness	
  

ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  
#4	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
   MEASURABLE	
  OUTCOMES	
  AND	
  

METHODS	
  OF	
  MEASUREMENT	
  
• All	
  students	
  will	
  become	
  

proficient	
  in	
  English,	
  math,	
  
science	
  and	
  social	
  studies.	
  

• Students	
  will	
  show	
  growth	
  
on	
  benchmark	
  assessments.	
  

• Students	
  will	
  show	
  growth	
  
on	
  standardized	
  tests,	
  TBD	
  
as	
  new	
  CA	
  accountability	
  
system	
  is	
  implemented.	
  

• All	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  enrolled	
  
in	
  college	
  preparatory	
  
classes	
  that	
  prepare	
  them	
  
for	
  success	
  in	
  UC	
  A-­‐G	
  
requirements.	
  

	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  ensure	
  that	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  meets	
  
the	
  participation	
  rates	
  for	
  all	
  
statewide	
  assessments	
  and	
  
implements	
  testing	
  according	
  to	
  
state	
  regulations.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  develop	
  
growth	
  metrics	
  to	
  ensure	
  
Gateway	
  meets	
  or	
  exceeds	
  
growth	
  requirements	
  of	
  new	
  
accountability	
  system	
  (TBD)	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  and	
  teachers	
  will	
  
monitor	
  reclassification	
  rate	
  of	
  
ELs.	
  

• Teachers	
  will	
  use	
  formal	
  and	
  
informal	
  assessments	
  to	
  
document	
  students’	
  proficiency	
  
in	
  language	
  and	
  math.	
  

• Standards-­‐based	
  and	
  aligned	
  
curriculum	
  and	
  regular	
  
benchmark	
  assessments	
  

• Extensive	
  support	
  systems	
  
(advisory,	
  tutoring	
  program,	
  
Learning	
  Center,	
  SSTs,	
  math	
  
remediation	
  programs,	
  etc.)	
  	
  

• Rigorous	
  graduation	
  
requirements	
  that	
  prepare	
  
students	
  for	
  success	
  in	
  UC	
  A-­‐G	
  
requirements,	
  	
  

• Curriculum	
  designed	
  to	
  support	
  
ELs	
  and	
  struggling	
  students.	
  

• Gateway	
  meets	
  or	
  exceeds	
  
growth	
  metrics	
  of	
  new	
  state	
  
accountability	
  system	
  (TBD)	
  

• ELs	
  will	
  show	
  consistent	
  gains	
  in	
  
English	
  proficiency	
  as	
  
evidenced	
  by	
  CELDT,	
  including	
  
reclassification	
  
	
  

State	
   Priority	
   #5	
   (Student	
   Engagement).	
   Pupil	
   engagement,	
   as	
   measured	
   by	
   all	
   of	
   the	
   following,	
   as	
  
applicable:	
  

A. School	
  attendance	
  rates	
  
B. Chronic	
  absenteeism	
  rates	
  
C. Middle	
  school	
  dropout	
  rates	
  (EC	
  §52052.1(a)(3))	
  
D. Middle	
  School	
  dropout	
  rates	
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ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  
#5	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
   MEASURABLE	
  OUTCOMES	
  AND	
  

METHODS	
  OF	
  MEASUREMENT	
  
• Students	
  attend	
  school	
  

regularly,	
  consistently,	
  and	
  on	
  
time.	
  

• Students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  
School	
  will	
  demonstrate	
  
positive	
  engagement	
  in	
  
learning.	
  

	
  

• Advisory	
  system	
  to	
  support	
  
students	
  academically,	
  socially,	
  
and	
  emotionally.	
  

• Extensive	
  community	
  building	
  
via	
  orientation,	
  advisory,	
  and	
  
assemblies.	
  

• Extensive	
  academic	
  and	
  
social/emotional	
  support	
  
structures,	
  including	
  early	
  
intervention	
  plans.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  regularly	
  
monitor	
  school	
  attendance	
  rates	
  
and	
  employ	
  strategies	
  to	
  
maintain	
  a	
  high	
  attendance	
  rate.	
  
Strategies	
  may	
  include	
  but	
  are	
  
not	
  limited	
  to	
  parent	
  education	
  
about	
  the	
  correlation	
  between	
  
attendance	
  and	
  student	
  
achievement	
  and	
  attendance	
  
awards.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  oversee	
  
additional	
  efforts	
  to	
  be	
  made	
  
with	
  parents	
  of	
  students	
  with	
  
chronic	
  attendance	
  issues,	
  
including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  
individual	
  meetings	
  or	
  home	
  
visits.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  and	
  staff	
  will	
  
ensure	
  a	
  positive	
  learning	
  
environment	
  is	
  in	
  place	
  during	
  
classroom	
  and	
  school	
  
walkthroughs.	
  School	
  leaders	
  
will	
  facilitate	
  trainings	
  as	
  
needed	
  to	
  help	
  teachers	
  ensure	
  
students	
  are	
  engaged,	
  feel	
  safe,	
  
and	
  respected.	
  

• All	
  Gateway	
  employees	
  will	
  
serve	
  as	
  models	
  for	
  positive	
  
interactions	
  through	
  their	
  
demeanor	
  and	
  daily	
  interactions	
  
with	
  the	
  entire	
  community.	
  

	
  

• 95%	
  Average	
  Daily	
  Attendance	
  
as	
  evidenced	
  through	
  
attendance	
  records.	
  

• Less	
  than	
  3%	
  per	
  day	
  
(average)	
  tardy	
  as	
  evidenced	
  
through	
  attendance	
  records.	
  

• Less	
  than	
  2%	
  annual	
  Chronic	
  
Absentee	
  Rate.	
  

• Less	
  than	
  3%	
  Middle	
  School	
  
Dropout	
  Rate.	
  

• 95%	
  Middle	
  School	
  Graduation	
  
Rate.	
  

	
  

State	
  Priority	
  #6	
  (School	
  Climate).	
  School	
  climate,	
  as	
  measured	
  by	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  following,	
  as	
  applicable:	
  
A. Pupil	
  suspension	
  rates	
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B. Pupil	
  expulsion	
  rates	
  
C. Other	
  local	
  measures,	
  including	
  surveys	
  of	
  pupils,	
  parents,	
  and	
  teachers	
  on	
  the	
  sense	
  of	
  safety	
  and	
  

school	
  connectedness	
  
ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  

#6	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
   MEASURABLE	
  OUTCOMES	
  AND	
  
METHODS	
  OF	
  MEASUREMENT	
  

• Students	
  will	
  be	
  thoughtful,	
  
engaged	
  citizens	
  of	
  a	
  21st	
  
century	
  world.	
  

• Students	
  will	
  exhibit	
  
Gateway’s	
  core	
  values	
  of	
  
responsibility,	
  respect,	
  
community	
  and	
  excellence	
  

	
  

• Extensive	
  community	
  building	
  
via	
  advisory,	
  orientation,	
  and	
  
assemblies,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  other	
  
school	
  events	
  such	
  as	
  awards	
  
assemblies,	
  exhibitions,	
  etc.	
  

• Advisory	
  system	
  and	
  Learning	
  
Seminar	
  

• Restorative	
  practices	
  
throughout	
  school	
  

• Community	
  surveys	
  of	
  students,	
  
staff	
  and	
  families	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  ensure	
  a	
  
positive	
  learning	
  environment	
  is	
  
in	
  place	
  during	
  classroom	
  and	
  
school	
  walkthroughs.	
  School	
  
leaders	
  will	
  facilitate	
  or	
  provide	
  
trainings	
  as	
  needed	
  to	
  help	
  
teachers	
  ensure	
  students	
  are	
  
engaged,	
  feel	
  safe,	
  and	
  
respected.	
  	
  

• All	
  Gateway	
  staff	
  will	
  serve	
  as	
  
models	
  for	
  positive	
  interactions	
  
through	
  their	
  demeanor	
  and	
  
daily	
  interactions	
  with	
  entire	
  
Gateway	
  community.	
  
	
  

• Increased	
  restorative	
  
conferences	
  in	
  lieu	
  of	
  
suspension;	
  less	
  than	
  10%	
  
suspensions.	
  

• Less	
  than	
  1%	
  expulsions.	
  
• Gateway	
  shows	
  a	
  positive	
  

school	
  climate	
  as	
  evidenced	
  by	
  
student,	
  family,	
  and	
  staff	
  
surveys.	
  

• 90%	
  of	
  students	
  will	
  pass	
  
advisory	
  

• 80%	
  of	
  students	
  will	
  earn	
  
Outstanding	
  or	
  Excellent	
  on	
  
their	
  Process	
  of	
  Learning	
  
assessments	
  

	
  

State	
  Priority	
  #7	
  (Course	
  Access).	
  The	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  pupils	
  have	
  access	
  to,	
  and	
  are	
  enrolled	
  in,	
  a	
  broad	
  
course	
   of	
   study,	
   including	
   programs	
   and	
   services	
   developed	
   and	
   provided	
   to	
   unduplicated	
   students	
  
(classified	
  as	
  EL,	
  FRPM-­‐eligible,	
  or	
  foster	
  youth;	
  E.C.	
  §42238.02)	
  and	
  students	
  with	
  exceptional	
  needs.	
  
	
  
“Broad	
  course	
  of	
  study”	
  includes	
  the	
  following,	
  as	
  applicable:	
  
Grades	
   1-­‐6:	
   English,	
   mathematics,	
   social	
   sciences,	
   science,	
   visual	
   and	
   performing	
   arts,	
   health,	
   physical	
  
education,	
  and	
  other	
  as	
  prescribed	
  by	
  the	
  governing	
  board.	
  (E.C.	
  §51210)	
  
Grades	
  7-­‐12:	
  English,	
  social	
  sciences,	
  foreign	
   language(s),	
  physical	
  education,	
  science,	
  mathematics,	
  visual	
  
and	
  performing	
  arts,	
  applied	
  arts,	
  and	
  career	
  technical	
  education.	
  (E.C.	
  §51220(a)-­‐(i))	
  
ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  

#7	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
   MEASURABLE	
  OUTCOMES	
  AND	
  
METHODS	
  OF	
  MEASUREMENT	
  

• 100%	
  of	
  students	
  are	
  enrolled	
  
in	
  a	
  broad	
  course	
  of	
  study,	
  
including	
  graduation	
  

• Rigorous	
  graduation	
  
requirements	
  for	
  all	
  students	
  
that	
  prepare	
  students	
  for	
  A-­‐G.	
  

• Annual	
  review	
  of	
  offerings	
  
confirms	
  broad	
  course	
  of	
  study	
  
and	
  areas	
  for	
  growth.	
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requirements	
  that	
  prepare	
  
them	
  for	
  success	
  in	
  UC/CSU	
  
A-­‐G	
  and	
  that	
  integrates	
  the	
  
content	
  areas.	
  

• Students	
  with	
  exceptional	
  
needs	
  and	
  ELs	
  will	
  receive	
  
accommodations	
  and	
  
differentiated	
  curriculum	
  to	
  
meet	
  their	
  needs.	
  

	
  

• Extensive	
  support	
  systems	
  
(advisory,	
  tutoring	
  program,	
  
Learning	
  Center,	
  SSTs,	
  math	
  
remediation	
  programs,	
  etc.)	
  	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  provide	
  
coaching,	
  opportunities	
  for	
  
collaboration,	
  team	
  teaching	
  
with	
  learning	
  specialists,	
  and	
  
regular	
  feedback	
  to	
  ensure	
  all	
  
students	
  receive	
  a	
  broad	
  
course	
  of	
  study	
  with	
  
appropriate	
  differentiation	
  and	
  
accommodations.	
  

• Annual	
  review	
  of	
  course	
  and	
  
curricular	
  offerings	
  to	
  ensure	
  
broad	
  course	
  of	
  study.	
  

	
  

• All	
  students,	
  including	
  those	
  in	
  
numerically	
  significant	
  
subgroups	
  (students	
  with	
  
exceptional	
  needs,	
  ELs,	
  FRMP	
  
eligible,	
  etc.),	
  will	
  participate	
  in	
  
a	
  broad	
  course	
  of	
  study	
  as	
  
described	
  in	
  Ed	
  Code	
  Section	
  
51210.	
  

• This	
  will	
  be	
  measured	
  by	
  data	
  
from	
  CALPADs	
  and	
  data	
  relating	
  
to	
  unit/lesson	
  plans,	
  evidence	
  of	
  
accommodations/differentiation
,	
  classroom	
  walkthroughs,	
  etc.	
  

• As	
  CA	
  re-­‐defines	
  our	
  
accountability	
  system,	
  we	
  will	
  
also	
  add	
  new	
  appropriate	
  
measures	
  (TBD).	
  

	
  
State	
  Priority	
   #8	
   (Other	
   Student	
  Outcomes).	
   Pupil	
   outcomes,	
   if	
   available,	
   in	
   the	
   subject	
   areas	
   described	
  
above	
  in	
  #7,	
  as	
  applicable.	
  
ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  PRIORITY	
  

#8	
   ACTIONS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  ANNUAL	
  GOALS	
   MEASURABLE	
  OUTCOMES	
  AND	
  
METHODS	
  OF	
  MEASUREMENT	
  

• Students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  
School	
  will	
  demonstrate	
  
knowledge	
  of	
  a	
  broad	
  course	
  
of	
  study	
  (English,	
  
mathematics,	
  social	
  sciences,	
  
visual	
  and	
  performing	
  arts,	
  
health,	
  Spanish,	
  physical	
  
education).	
  

• Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  
students	
  will	
  demonstrate	
  
college	
  and	
  career	
  readiness	
  
skills	
  as	
  outlined	
  in	
  the	
  
College	
  and	
  Career	
  Readiness	
  
Framework	
  and	
  Common	
  
Core	
  State	
  Standards.	
  	
  

	
  

• Standards-­‐based	
  and	
  aligned	
  
curriculum	
  and	
  regular	
  
benchmark	
  assessments	
  

• Extensive	
  support	
  systems	
  
(advisory,	
  tutoring	
  program,	
  
Learning	
  Center,	
  SSTs,	
  math	
  
remediation	
  programs,	
  etc.)	
  	
  

• Rigorous	
  graduation	
  
requirements	
  that	
  prepare	
  
students	
  for	
  success	
  in	
  UC	
  A-­‐G	
  
requirements	
  

• Curriculum	
  designed	
  to	
  support	
  
ELs	
  and	
  struggling	
  students.	
  

• Teachers	
  will	
  use	
  formal	
  and	
  
informal	
  assessments	
  to	
  
document	
  students’	
  
proficiency.	
  

• Extensive	
  professional	
  
development,	
  specifically	
  to	
  
analyze	
  results	
  of	
  and	
  create	
  
action	
  plans	
  to	
  support	
  
struggling	
  students	
  and	
  
subgroups.	
  

• All	
  students,	
  including	
  those	
  in	
  
numerically	
  significant	
  
subgroups	
  will	
  demonstrate	
  
knowledge	
  of	
  a	
  broad	
  course	
  of	
  
study,	
  as	
  described	
  in	
  Ed	
  Code	
  
Section	
  51010:	
  English,	
  
mathematics,	
  social	
  sciences,	
  
science,	
  Spanish,	
  visual	
  and	
  
performing	
  arts,	
  health,	
  physical	
  
education,	
  and	
  other	
  as	
  
prescribed	
  by	
  the	
  governing	
  
body.	
  

	
  
This	
  will	
  be	
  measured	
  by	
  school	
  
wide	
  data	
  relating	
  to:	
  	
  
• Reading	
  Skills:	
  Smarter	
  Balanced	
  

Assessment	
  or	
  other	
  applicable	
  
state	
  tests,	
  running	
  records,	
  
performance	
  assessments,	
  
benchmark	
  assessments.	
  

• Writing	
  Skills:	
  Smarter	
  Balanced	
  
Assessment	
  or	
  applicable	
  state	
  
tests,	
  running	
  records,	
  
performance	
  assessments,	
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• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  ensure	
  
implementation	
  of	
  the	
  
academic	
  program	
  as	
  described	
  
in	
  Element	
  One.	
  

• School	
  leaders	
  will	
  ensure	
  
multiple	
  measures	
  are	
  used	
  to	
  
measure	
  student	
  knowledge	
  
and	
  achievement,	
  as	
  described	
  
in	
  Element	
  Three.	
  

	
  

benchmark	
  assessments	
  
• Speaking	
  Skills:	
  Rubrics	
  related	
  

to	
  class	
  presentations,	
  teacher	
  
observations,	
  performance	
  
assessments.	
  

• Listening	
  Skills:	
  Teacher	
  
observations	
  of	
  students	
  during	
  
lesson	
  and	
  interaction	
  with	
  
peers.	
  

• Mathematical	
  Skills:	
  Smarter	
  
Balanced	
  Assessment	
  or	
  other	
  
applicable	
  state	
  tests,	
  
curriculum	
  benchmark	
  tests,	
  
performance	
  assessments.	
  

• Science	
  Knowledge:	
  Applicable	
  
state	
  tests,	
  curriculum	
  
benchmark	
  tests,	
  performance	
  
assessments.	
  

• History/Social	
  Sciences:	
  
Applicable	
  state	
  tests,	
  
curriculum	
  benchmark	
  test,	
  
performance	
  assessments.	
  
• Subgroup	
  Reports:	
  Data	
  

tracking	
  performance	
  of	
  each	
  
numerically	
  significant	
  
subgroup.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
IV.	
  METHODS	
  TO	
  ASSESS	
  PROGRESS	
  TOWARDS	
  MEETING	
  OUTCOMES	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  method	
  by	
  which	
  pupil	
  progress	
  in	
  meeting	
  those	
  pupil	
  outcomes	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  measured.	
  
To	
  the	
  extent	
  practicable,	
  the	
  method	
  for	
  measuring	
  pupil	
  outcomes	
  for	
  state	
  priorities	
  shall	
  be	
  
consistent	
  with	
  the	
  way	
  information	
  is	
  reported	
  on	
  a	
  school	
  accountability	
  report	
  card.	
  Education	
  Code	
  
Section	
  47605(b)(5)(C).	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School's	
  outcome	
  goals	
  and	
  content	
  standards	
  are	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  evaluation	
  
process	
  using	
  both	
  standardized	
  tests	
  and	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  informal	
  and	
  formal	
  authentic	
  assessment	
  tools.	
  
Assessment	
  of	
  student	
  learning	
  is	
  integrated	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  becomes	
  a	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  learning	
  process.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  meet	
  all	
  statewide	
  standards	
  and	
  conduct	
  the	
  pupil	
  assessments	
  required	
  
pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  60605,	
  and	
  any	
  other	
  statewide	
  standards	
  authorized	
  in	
  statute	
  or	
  
pupil	
  assessments	
  applicable	
  to	
  pupils	
  in	
  noncharter	
  public	
  schools.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  
implement	
  the	
  new	
  California	
  Assessment	
  of	
  Student	
  Performance	
  and	
  Progress	
  (CAASPP)	
  assessment	
  
system,	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to,	
  the	
  Smarter	
  Balanced	
  Assessment	
  Consortium	
  (SBAC)	
  testing	
  and	
  
California	
  Standards	
  Tests,	
  the	
  CELDT,	
  and	
  PFT.	
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A.	
  	
  Assessment	
  Assumptions.	
  	
  
	
  
Our	
  assessment	
  methods	
  are	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  following	
  practices:	
  
	
  

1) Assessments	
  take	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  forms	
  so	
  that	
  the	
  students	
  can	
  accurately	
  demonstrate	
  what	
  they	
  
have	
  learned	
  and	
  what	
  they	
  can	
  do.	
  Our	
  assessments	
  include:	
  

	
  
• Annual	
  portfolios	
  of	
  student	
  work	
  and	
  reflections	
  
• Reading	
  and	
  math	
  achievement	
  assessments	
  
• Assessment	
  of	
  daily	
  work	
  and	
  in-­‐class	
  writing	
  assignments	
  
• Teacher	
  observations	
  
• Student	
  self-­‐evaluations	
  
• Project-­‐based	
  assessments,	
  including	
  Exhibition	
  projects	
  	
  
• Oral	
  presentations	
  and	
  exams	
  
• Written	
  essays,	
  tests	
  and	
  quizzes	
  
• Cooperative	
  group	
  assessments	
  
• Surveys,	
  including	
  the	
  CA	
  Healthy	
  Kids’	
  Survey	
  	
  
• SBAC,	
  CSTs,	
  CELDT,	
  and	
  other	
  CAASP	
  mandated	
  exams	
  
• Ongoing	
  reviews	
  of	
  each	
  student's	
  “Process	
  of	
  Learning”	
  progress	
  and	
  goals	
  
• Report	
  cards	
  with	
  letter	
  grades	
  and	
  essential	
  content	
  and	
  skill	
  standards	
  	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
2) Multiple	
  forms	
  of	
  assessment	
  are	
  necessary	
  and	
  important	
  to	
  ensure	
  assessments	
  best	
  match	
  

and	
  capture	
  all	
  standards	
  and	
  skills	
  being	
  measured.	
  
	
  
3) Assessment	
  procedures	
  and	
  content	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  meet	
  individual	
  student	
  needs.	
  Some	
  

strategies	
  to	
  meet	
  individual	
  student	
  needs	
  include:	
  
	
  

• Identifying	
  individual	
  learning	
  styles	
  and	
  designing	
  assessments	
  to	
  elicit	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  thinking	
  
and	
  application	
  skills	
  

• Using	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  people	
  (e.g.	
  family,	
  other	
  professionals,	
  etc.)	
  in	
  the	
  assessment	
  process	
  
• Utilizing	
  technology	
  for	
  presentation	
  of	
  assessment	
  and	
  student	
  response	
  
• Allowing	
  flexibility	
  in	
  the	
  time	
  and	
  scheduling	
  of	
  assessments	
  
• Allowing	
  for	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  assessment	
  environments.	
  We	
  will	
  consider	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  

assessment	
  and	
  the	
  student's	
  unique	
  needs	
  and	
  choose	
  the	
  environment	
  that	
  fits	
  best.	
  
	
  
4) Assessments	
  for	
  individual	
  students	
  focus	
  on	
  a	
  student's	
  growth	
  towards	
  a	
  proficiency	
  standard.	
  

On-­‐going	
  reviews	
  of	
  each	
  student's	
  progress	
  and	
  Gateway’s	
  implementation	
  of	
  a	
  Response	
  to	
  
Instruction	
  and	
  Intervention	
  model	
  insures	
  that	
  progress	
  is	
  being	
  made	
  and	
  goals	
  are	
  being	
  met.	
  
Adjustments	
  are	
  made	
  when	
  evaluation	
  demonstrates	
  them	
  necessary.	
  

	
  
5) Assessments	
  include	
  reflection	
  and	
  self-­‐evaluation	
  by	
  the	
  student	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  teachers,	
  advisors	
  

and	
  parents/guardians.	
  This	
  is	
  achieved	
  only	
  through	
  a	
  collaborative	
  effort	
  and	
  mutual	
  respect	
  
among	
  students,	
  teachers,	
  advisors	
  and	
  families.	
  

	
  
6) Assessments	
  should	
  help	
  to	
  inform	
  effective	
  instruction	
  -­‐-­‐	
  to	
  build	
  standards,	
  examine	
  teaching	
  

practices,	
  raise	
  curriculum	
  issues	
  and	
  understand	
  student	
  learning.	
  Assessment	
  information	
  is	
  
meaningful	
  both	
  to	
  measure	
  student	
  progress	
  toward	
  outcomes	
  and	
  to	
  inform	
  instruction,	
  guide	
  
programmatic	
  growth,	
  and	
  ensure	
  equity.	
  
	
  

7) Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  affirms	
  that	
  its	
  methods	
  for	
  measuring	
  pupil	
  outcomes	
  for	
  Eight	
  State	
  
Priorities,	
  as	
  described	
  above,	
  shall	
  be	
  consistent	
  with	
  the	
  way	
  information	
  is	
  reported	
  on	
  a	
  
School	
  Accountability	
  Report	
  Card	
  as	
  required	
  by	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(C).	
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B.	
  	
  Assessment	
  Tools	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
   School’s	
   Assessments	
   measure	
   not	
   only	
   progress	
   towards	
   mastery	
   of	
   State	
  
student	
  academic	
  achievement	
  standards	
  (Common	
  Core	
  Standards),	
  but	
  also	
  progress	
  towards	
  
achievement	
  of	
  the	
  ESLRs	
  and	
  what	
  we	
  refer	
  to	
  as	
  “Process	
  of	
  Learning”	
  skills.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  
uses	
  the	
  following	
  assessment	
  tools:	
  
	
  

1) Report	
  card	
  with	
  letter	
  grades	
  and	
  standards	
  grades:	
  All	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  students	
  are	
  
assessed	
  four	
  times	
  per	
  year	
  on	
  our	
  school-­‐wide	
  report	
  card.	
  The	
  report	
  card	
  includes	
  letter	
  
grades	
  for	
  each	
  course,	
  information	
  about	
  progress	
  toward	
  content	
  learning	
  standards,	
  
information	
  about	
  progress	
  toward	
  process	
  of	
  learning	
  standards,	
  and	
  narrative	
  comments.	
  This	
  
grading	
  system	
  and	
  report	
  card	
  are	
  divided	
  into	
  the	
  above	
  sub-­‐areas	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  allow	
  us	
  to	
  
measure	
  students’	
  progress	
  toward	
  multiple	
  outcomes	
  and	
  provide	
  a	
  clear	
  measure	
  of	
  students’	
  
growth	
  and	
  mastery	
  of	
  desired	
  academic	
  skills	
  and	
  habits.	
  In	
  this	
  way,	
  we	
  also	
  continuously	
  give	
  
students	
  and	
  families	
  information	
  about	
  student	
  progress	
  toward	
  our	
  own	
  and	
  state	
  Common	
  
Core	
  achievement	
  standards.	
  	
  
	
  

2) Subject	
  Area	
  Common	
  Assessments	
  and	
  Rubrics:	
  Each	
  subject	
  area	
  (Humanities,	
  Math,	
  
Science,	
  Learning	
  Seminar)	
  creates	
  common	
  subject	
  area	
  assessments	
  and	
  rubrics	
  that	
  assess	
  
grade	
  level	
  skills	
  and	
  performance	
  indicators	
  for	
  students	
  each	
  year	
  (e.g.	
  argumentative	
  
writing	
  rubric,	
  common	
  math	
  assessments,	
  etc.).	
  Students	
  are	
  assessed	
  on	
  these	
  rubrics	
  
consistently	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  measure	
  their	
  progress	
  towards	
  grade	
  level	
  skills	
  and	
  content.	
  	
  

	
  
3) Student-­‐Led	
   Conference	
   Portfolios	
   and	
   Personal	
   “Process	
   of	
   Learning”	
   Goals:	
   Each	
   year,	
  

Gateway	
  Middle	
   School	
   students	
   create	
   personal	
   portfolios	
   of	
   their	
  work	
  which	
   include	
  work	
  
samples	
   demonstrating	
   students	
   learning	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   written	
   reflections	
   on	
   the	
   work	
   and	
   the	
  
student’s	
   “process	
   of	
   learning”	
   skills	
   (e.g.	
   organization	
   and	
   planning	
   skills,	
   use	
   of	
   academic	
  
strategies,	
  self	
  advocacy,	
  etc.).	
  In	
  these	
  portfolios,	
  students	
  reflect	
  specifically	
  on	
  our	
  Process	
  of	
  
Learning	
   Skills	
   and	
   Rubric	
   and	
   their	
   growth	
   toward	
   personal	
   reading,	
   writing,	
   math	
   and	
  
reasoning	
   goals.	
   This	
   provides	
   teachers,	
   advisors,	
   students	
   and	
   family	
   members	
   with	
  
opportunities	
  for	
  ongoing	
  dialogue	
  and	
  assessment	
  of	
  our	
  goals	
  for	
  students.	
  Students	
  present	
  
their	
   portfolios	
   and	
   personal	
   goals	
   to	
   their	
   family	
   and	
   teachers	
   each	
   year,	
   evaluating	
   their	
  
progress	
  toward	
  their	
  goals	
  and	
  setting	
  new	
  ones.	
  	
  

	
  
4) Reading	
  Assessments:	
  Students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  are	
  assessed	
  at	
  least	
  2-­‐3	
  times	
  

per	
  year	
  using	
  NWEA’s	
  Measures	
  of	
  Academic	
  Progress	
  (MAP)	
  Reading	
  assessment,	
  a	
  
nationally	
  normed	
  assessment,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  Fountas	
  and	
  Pinell	
  individual	
  assessments.	
  
Students’	
  performance	
  on	
  these	
  assessments	
  informs	
  teachers’	
  reading	
  instruction;	
  the	
  
assessment	
  results	
  allows	
  teachers	
  to	
  identify	
  individual	
  learning	
  goals	
  in	
  reading,	
  to	
  craft	
  
differentiated	
  literacy	
  instruction	
  to	
  reach	
  these	
  goals	
  and	
  to	
  monitor	
  student	
  growth	
  
over	
  time.	
  

	
  
5) Math	
  Assessment:	
  Students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  are	
  assessed	
  at	
  least	
  2-­‐3	
  times	
  

per	
  year	
  using	
  NWEA’s	
  Measures	
  of	
  Academic	
  Progress	
  (MAP)	
  Math	
  assessment,	
  a	
  
nationally	
  normed	
  assessment.	
  Students’	
  performance	
  on	
  these	
  assessments	
  informs	
  
teachers’	
  math	
  instruction;	
  the	
  assessment	
  results	
  allows	
  teachers	
  to	
  identify	
  individual	
  
learning	
  goals	
  in	
  math,	
  to	
  craft	
  math	
  instruction	
  to	
  reach	
  these	
  goals	
  and	
  to	
  monitor	
  
students’	
  learning	
  of	
  skills	
  over	
  time.	
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6) State	
  Standardized	
  Tests:	
  	
  Students	
  at	
  GMS	
  participate	
  in	
  all	
  state-­‐mandated	
  standardized	
  
assessments	
  within	
  the	
  California	
  Assessment	
  of	
  Student	
  Performance	
  and	
  Progress	
  (CAASPP)	
  
assessment	
  system,	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to,	
  the	
  Smarter	
  Balanced	
  Assessment	
  Consortium	
  
(SBAC)	
  testing	
  for	
  ELA	
  and	
  Math,	
  California	
  Standards	
  Tests	
  for	
  Science,	
  and	
  the	
  CELDT.These	
  
tests	
  provide	
  additional	
  information	
  about	
  the	
  extent	
  to	
  which	
  students	
  are	
  mastering	
  key	
  
subject-­‐area	
  concepts	
  and	
  skills	
  as	
  reflected	
  in	
  the	
  state	
  standards.	
  In	
  addition	
  to	
  offering	
  
information	
  about	
  students’	
  progress,	
  these	
  tests	
  will	
  give	
  us	
  information	
  about	
  our	
  School’s	
  
effectiveness	
  with	
  our	
  population	
  as	
  a	
  whole	
  and	
  with	
  numerically	
  significant	
  student	
  sub-­‐
groups.	
  We	
  analyze	
  this	
  data	
  annually	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  review	
  our	
  success	
  and	
  make	
  adjustments	
  to	
  
our	
  program.	
  	
  

	
  
7) Annual	
  Exhibition	
  Projects:	
  Each	
  year	
  students	
  have	
  a	
  project-­‐based	
  exhibition	
  in	
  each	
  of	
  

their	
  core	
  subject	
  areas.	
  These	
  exhibitions	
  require	
  students	
  to	
  demonstrate,	
  in	
  a	
  variety	
  
of	
  ways,	
  their	
  mastery	
  of	
  the	
  skills	
  and	
  knowledge	
  required	
  for	
  promotion	
  AND	
  their	
  in-­‐
depth	
  expertise	
  on	
  a	
  particular	
  topic.	
  Through	
  the	
  process	
  of	
  preparing	
  for	
  and	
  
presenting	
  the	
  content	
  of	
  these	
  exhibitions,	
  students	
  show	
  their	
  progress	
  toward	
  all	
  of	
  
our	
  ESLRs	
  and	
  content-­‐specific	
  skill	
  goals.	
  	
  

	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  Leadership	
  Team	
  analyzes	
  school-­‐wide	
  performance	
  data	
  and	
  progress	
  
towards	
  school	
  goals	
  quarterly.	
  In	
  addition,	
  we	
  are	
  developing	
  tools	
  to	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  assess	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School	
  students’	
  ongoing	
  academic	
  success	
  if	
  they	
  matriculate	
  to	
  Gateway	
  High	
  School.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  addition,	
  over	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  any	
  year,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  collects	
  data	
  on	
  the	
  following:	
  
	
  

v Student	
  demographics	
  (including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to:	
  ethnicity,	
  gender,	
  home	
  language,	
  
free/reduced	
  lunch	
  qualification,	
  nationality,	
  home	
  zip	
  code)	
  (on-­‐going)	
  

v Student	
  attendance	
  (eight	
  times	
  each	
  year)	
  
v Student	
  grades	
  (4	
  times	
  each	
  year)	
  
v Honor	
  roll	
  eligibility	
  (4	
  times	
  per	
  year)	
  
v Students	
  earning	
  less	
  than	
  2.0	
  (quarterly)	
  
v Student	
  promotion	
  (annually)	
  
v Progress	
  on	
  school-­‐wide	
  Process	
  of	
  Learning	
  standards	
  (annually)	
  
v Graduation	
  rate	
  (annually)	
  
v Drop-­‐out	
  rate	
  (annually)	
  
v Retention	
  rate	
  (annually)	
  
v Participation	
  in	
  extra-­‐curricular	
  activities,	
  including	
  sports,	
  clubs,	
  ambassador	
  program,	
  student	
  

government	
  (annually)	
  	
  
v Participation	
  in	
  after	
  school	
  tutoring	
  (2	
  times	
  per	
  year)	
  
v Suspension	
  rates	
  (annually)	
  
v Reasons	
  for	
  transferring	
  out	
  by	
  Exit	
  Survey	
  (on-­‐going)	
  
v High	
  school	
  enrollment	
  rates	
  (annually)	
  
v CELDT	
  (annually)	
  
v SBAC	
  and	
  CSTs	
  (annually)	
  
v Physical	
  Fitness	
  Test	
  (annually)	
  

	
  
	
  
Please	
  see	
  Appendix	
  H	
  for	
  examples	
  of	
  the	
  report	
  card,	
  and	
  APPENDIX	
  F	
  for	
  examples	
  of	
  rubrics	
  and	
  
assessments.	
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C.	
  Use	
  and	
  Reporting	
  of	
  Data	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  compiles	
  and	
  publishes	
  a	
  School	
  Accountability	
  Report	
  Card	
  (“SARC”)	
  annually,	
  
which	
  is	
  posted	
  on	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  website	
  and	
  made	
  available	
  in	
  hard	
  copy	
  form	
  upon	
  
request.	
  As	
  noted	
  in	
  Element	
  IV,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  also	
  annually	
  develop	
  and	
  submit	
  an	
  LCAP	
  
in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  Sections	
  47606.5	
  and	
  47604.33.	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  provide	
  reporting	
  to	
  the	
  District	
  as	
  required	
  by	
  law	
  and	
  as	
  requested	
  by	
  the	
  
District	
  including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  the	
  following:	
  California	
  Basic	
  Educational	
  Data	
  System	
  (“CBEDS”),	
  
actual	
  Average	
  Daily	
  Attendance	
  reports,	
  all	
  financial	
  reports	
  required	
  by	
  Education	
  Code	
  Sections	
  
47604.33	
  and	
  47605(m),	
  and,	
  as	
  stated	
  above,	
  the	
  SARC	
  and	
  LCAP.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  agrees	
  to	
  and	
  submits	
  to	
  the	
  right	
  of	
  the	
  District	
  to	
  make	
  random	
  visits	
  and	
  
inspections	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  carry	
  out	
  its	
  statutorily	
  required	
  oversight	
  responsibilities.	
  
	
  
Pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47604.3,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  promptly	
  respond	
  to	
  all	
  
reasonable	
  inquiries	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  inquiries	
  regarding	
  its	
  financial	
  records	
  from	
  the	
  
District	
  and	
  the	
  State	
  Superintendent	
  of	
  Public	
  Instruction.	
  
	
  
V.	
  GOVERNANCE	
  STRUCTURE	
  OF	
  SCHOOL	
  	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  governance	
  structure	
  of	
  the	
  school,	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to,	
  the	
  process	
  to	
  be	
  
followed	
  to	
  ensure	
  parental	
  involvement.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(D).	
  
	
  
Legal	
  Status:	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  a	
  public	
  school	
  operated	
  by	
  a	
  duly	
  constituted	
  California	
  Nonprofit	
  Public	
  
Benefit	
  Corporation,	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools,	
  which	
  has	
  501(c)(3)	
  tax-­‐exempt	
  status	
  and	
  is	
  governed	
  in	
  
accordance	
  with	
  applicable	
  California	
  law.	
  This	
  nonprofit	
  corporation	
  also	
  governs	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  
School,	
  a	
  California	
  public	
  charter	
  school,	
  serving	
  students	
  in	
  grades	
  6-­‐8	
  that	
  opened	
  in	
  2011.	
  Gateway	
  
Public	
  Schools	
  will	
  continue	
  its	
  existence	
  notwithstanding	
  any	
  withdrawal	
  of	
  charter	
  status.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  operates	
  autonomously	
  from	
  the	
  District	
  with	
  the	
  exception	
  of	
  the	
  supervisory	
  
oversight	
  as	
  required	
  by	
  statute	
  and	
  other	
  contracted	
  services	
  as	
  negotiated	
  between	
  the	
  District	
  and	
  
the	
  School.	
  Pursuant	
  to	
  California	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47604(c),	
  the	
  District	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  liable	
  for	
  the	
  
debts	
  and	
  obligations	
  of	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  operated	
  by	
  a	
  California	
  non-­‐profit	
  benefit	
  corporation	
  or	
  
for	
  claims	
  arising	
  from	
  the	
  performance	
  of	
  acts,	
  errors,	
  or	
  omissions	
  by	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  as	
  long	
  
as	
  the	
  District	
  has	
  complied	
  with	
  all	
  oversight	
  responsibilities	
  required	
  by	
  law.	
  	
  
	
  
Attached,	
  as	
  an	
  Appendix	
  I,	
  please	
  find	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  Articles	
  of	
  Incorporation,	
  and	
  
Corporate	
  Bylaws.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  non-­‐sectarian	
  in	
  its	
  programs,	
  enrollment	
  policies,	
  employment	
  practices,	
  and	
  
all	
  other	
  operations,	
  shall	
  not	
  charge	
  tuition,	
  and	
  shall	
  not	
  discriminate	
  against	
  any	
  students	
  on	
  the	
  basis	
  
of	
  any	
  characteristic	
  described	
  in	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  220.	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  complies	
  with	
  all	
  applicable	
  federal,	
  state	
  and	
  local	
  laws.	
  It	
  retains	
  its	
  own	
  legal	
  counsel	
  when	
  
necessary,	
  and	
  maintains	
  a	
  sufficient	
  annual	
  budget	
  for	
  legal	
  services.	
  It	
  also	
  purchases	
  and	
  maintains	
  
general	
  liability,	
  automotive	
  liability,	
  errors	
  and	
  omissions,	
  property,	
  workers	
  compensation	
  and	
  
unemployment	
  insurance	
  policies	
  at	
  its	
  own	
  expense	
  and	
  names	
  the	
  District	
  as	
  an	
  additional	
  insured.	
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The	
  San	
  Francisco	
  Board	
  of	
  Education	
  and	
  Unified	
  School	
  District	
  shall	
  be	
  responsible	
  for	
  implementing	
  
the	
  Charter	
  Schools	
  Act	
  of	
  1992	
  and	
  any	
  other	
  applicable	
  laws	
  in	
  a	
  good	
  faith	
  manner	
  and	
  to	
  
cooperatively	
  pursue	
  any	
  necessary	
  waivers	
  or	
  approvals	
  (e.g.,	
  any	
  State	
  Board	
  of	
  Education	
  
requirements	
  or	
  Gateway	
  grant	
  applications	
  needing	
  a	
  Local	
  Educational	
  Agency	
  signature)	
  required	
  to	
  
implement	
  the	
  charter	
  or	
  seek	
  appropriate	
  funding.	
  
	
  
SFUSD	
  shall	
  serve	
  as	
  the	
  granting	
  authority	
  for	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  and	
  Gateway	
  will	
  report	
  
attendance,	
  achievement,	
  and	
  financial	
  information	
  to	
  the	
  District.	
  The	
  legal,	
  programmatic,	
  and	
  fiscal	
  
relationship	
  between	
  the	
  school	
  and	
  the	
  District	
  will	
  be	
  further	
  laid	
  out	
  in	
  the	
  annual	
  Memorandum	
  of	
  
Understanding	
  (“MOU”).	
  
	
  
Board	
  of	
  Directors:	
  
	
  
As	
  provided	
  for	
  in	
  the	
  California	
  Corporations	
  Code,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  governed	
  by	
  its	
  Board	
  of	
  
Directors,	
  (hereafter	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  "Gateway	
  Middle	
  School's	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees"	
  or	
  "Board	
  of	
  Trustees"	
  
or	
  “Board”)	
  whose	
  members	
  have	
  a	
  legal	
  and	
  fiduciary	
  responsibility	
  for	
  the	
  wellbeing	
  of	
  the	
  
organization.	
  
	
  
This	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  is	
  composed	
  of	
  a	
  broad	
  cross-­‐section	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  community	
  and	
  community-­‐
at-­‐large,	
  including	
  parents,	
  teachers,	
  administrators,	
  professionals	
  and	
  community	
  leaders,	
  and	
  is	
  
reflective	
  of	
  the	
  ethnic	
  diversity	
  of	
  the	
  community.	
  Broad	
  community	
  involvement	
  makes	
  sense	
  for	
  
democratic	
  and	
  educational	
  reasons:	
  it	
  enables	
  voices	
  to	
  be	
  heard,	
  provides	
  invaluable	
  opportunities	
  for	
  
learning,	
  and	
  makes	
  it	
  more	
  likely	
  that	
  decisions	
  will	
  be	
  fair,	
  wise	
  and	
  supported.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Gateway	
  bylaws	
  allow	
  for	
  up	
  to	
  30	
  trustees.	
  Four	
  (4)	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  shall	
  be	
  
Gateway	
  faculty	
  members,	
  elected	
  by	
  the	
  Gateway	
  faculty	
  and	
  staff:	
  two	
  (2)	
  faculty	
  members	
  will	
  be	
  
elected	
  from	
  Gateway	
  High	
  School,	
  and	
  two	
  will	
  be	
  elected	
  from	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  In	
  addition,	
  
the	
  Executive	
  Director,	
  the	
  President	
  of	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  Parents’	
  Association,	
  and	
  the	
  
President	
  of	
  the	
  Gateway	
  High	
  School	
  Parents’	
  Association	
  sit	
  on	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees.	
  A	
  list	
  of	
  our	
  
current	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees,	
  including	
  their	
  background	
  and	
  experience,	
  is	
  available	
  on	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  
Schools	
  website	
  at:	
  http://www.gatewaypublicschools.org/page.cfm?p=358.	
  	
  
	
  
Except	
  as	
  noted	
  below,	
  the	
  term	
  of	
  office	
  for	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  shall	
  be	
  three	
  years.	
  
Insofar	
  as	
  possible,	
  trustees’	
  terms	
  shall	
  be	
  staggered	
  so	
  that	
  each	
  year	
  approximately	
  one-­‐third	
  of	
  the	
  
trustees’	
  terms	
  shall	
  expire.	
  With	
  the	
  exception	
  of	
  founding	
  trustees	
  who	
  may	
  serve	
  an	
  unlimited	
  
number	
  of	
  terms,	
  no	
  trustee	
  may	
  serve	
  more	
  than	
  two	
  consecutive	
  three	
  year	
  terms,	
  provided,	
  
however,	
  that	
  a	
  trustee	
  who	
  is	
  serving	
  as	
  an	
  officer	
  may	
  continue	
  on	
  the	
  Board	
  for	
  so	
  long	
  as	
  that	
  
trustee	
  is	
  an	
  officer.	
  	
  
	
  
Faculty	
  members	
  shall	
  serve	
  on	
  the	
  Board	
  for	
  a	
  term	
  of	
  two	
  (2)	
  years,	
  and	
  may	
  be	
  reelected;	
  provided,	
  
however,	
  that	
  no	
  faculty	
  member	
  shall	
  serve	
  more	
  than	
  three	
  consecutive	
  two-­‐year	
  terms.	
  
	
  
The	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  is	
  responsible	
  for:	
  
	
  

• The	
  general	
  policies	
  of	
  the	
  School;	
  
• Approving	
  and	
  monitoring	
  of	
  the	
  School's	
  annual	
  budget;	
  
• Receipt	
  of	
  funds	
  for	
  the	
  operation	
  of	
  the	
  School	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  laws;	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
• Solicitation	
  and	
  receipt	
  of	
  grants	
  and	
  donations	
  consistent	
  with	
  the	
  mission	
  of	
  the	
  School;	
  
• Hiring	
  and	
  evaluating	
  the	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools;	
  
• Approving	
  the	
  School's	
  personnel	
  policies	
  and	
  monitoring	
  the	
  implementation	
  of	
  these	
  policies	
  

by	
  the	
  Principal	
  and/or	
  duly	
  constituted	
  committees;	
  and	
  
• Any	
  other	
  responsibilities	
  provided	
  for	
  in	
  the	
  California	
  Corporations	
  Code,	
  the	
  Articles	
  of	
  

Incorporation,	
  Bylaws,	
  or	
  this	
  charter	
  necessary	
  to	
  ensure	
  the	
  proper	
  operation	
  of	
  the	
  School.	
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The	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  reserves	
  the	
  right	
  at	
  its	
  sole	
  discretion	
  to	
  establish	
  subcommittees.	
  As	
  of	
  the	
  
writing	
  of	
  this	
  charter	
  those	
  committees	
  are:	
  	
  Finance	
  Committee,	
  Audit	
  Committee,	
  Investment	
  
Committee,	
  Faculty	
  Affairs	
  Committee,	
  Facilities	
  Committee,	
  Committee	
  on	
  Trustees,	
  and	
  the	
  
Development	
  Committee.	
  
	
  
To	
  the	
  extent	
  allowable	
  by	
  law,	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  may	
  delegate	
  the	
  implementation	
  of	
  its	
  duties	
  to	
  
the	
  Executive	
  Director,	
  Principal,	
  employees	
  of	
  the	
  School	
  or	
  other	
  responsible	
  parties.	
  Day-­‐to-­‐day	
  
administration	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  be	
  managed	
  by	
  the	
  Principal	
  (who	
  will	
  report	
  to	
  the	
  
Executive	
  Director),	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  extent	
  practical,	
  teams	
  of	
  students,	
  parents,	
  teachers	
  and	
  administrators.	
  
	
  
The	
  Board	
  may	
  initiate	
  and	
  carry	
  on	
  any	
  program	
  or	
  activity	
  or	
  may	
  otherwise	
  act	
  in	
  a	
  manner	
  which	
  is	
  
not	
  in	
  conflict	
  with	
  or	
  inconsistent	
  with	
  or	
  preempted	
  by	
  any	
  law	
  and	
  which	
  are	
  not	
  in	
  conflict	
  with	
  the	
  
purposes	
  for	
  which	
  schools	
  are	
  established.	
  All	
  Board	
  meetings	
  shall	
  comply	
  with	
  the	
  Brown	
  Act.	
  	
  
	
  
School	
  Administration:	
  
	
  
The	
  Principal	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  lead	
  the	
  day-­‐to-­‐day	
  operations	
  of	
  the	
  school.	
  Included	
  in	
  
the	
  leadership	
  structure	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  are	
  the	
  Assistant	
  Principal,	
  and	
  the	
  Director	
  of	
  the	
  
Learning	
  Center.	
  The	
  Principal	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  reports	
  to	
  the	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  Gateway	
  
Public	
  Schools,	
  who	
  in	
  turn	
  reports	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  regarding	
  the	
  functioning	
  of	
  both	
  schools.	
  
	
  
Parental	
  Involvement:	
  
	
  
In	
  addition	
  to	
  the	
  president	
  of	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  Parent	
  Association	
  (GPA)	
  sitting	
  on	
  the	
  Board	
  
of	
  Trustees,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  makes	
  every	
  effort	
  to	
  reach	
  out	
  to	
  parents/guardians	
  and	
  involve	
  
them	
  in	
  their	
  child’s	
  education.	
  To	
  this	
  end,	
  Gateway	
  seeks	
  to	
  provide	
  families	
  with	
  multiple	
  
opportunities	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  their	
  child’s	
  school	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  flexible	
  opportunities	
  for	
  parents	
  and	
  
guardians	
  to	
  volunteer.	
  Research	
  has	
  shown	
  that	
  parental	
  involvement	
  is	
  the	
  single	
  most	
  important	
  
ingredient	
  to	
  student	
  success	
  after	
  socioeconomic	
  status	
  (Mayberry,	
  1990).	
  Therefore,	
  Gateway	
  utilizes	
  
established	
  best	
  practices	
  to	
  support	
  involvement	
  for	
  families	
  of	
  diverse	
  backgrounds	
  (Agronick	
  et	
  al,	
  
2009:	
  
	
  

1) Parent/guardian	
  voice	
  is	
  valued	
  and	
  encouraged	
  through	
  various	
  means,	
  including	
  regular	
  
solicitation	
  of	
  feedback	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  a	
  parent/guardian	
  association,	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  
Parent	
  Association	
  (GPA).	
  

	
  
2) Timely	
  orientation,	
  information-­‐sharing	
  events,	
  outreach	
  and	
  materials	
  to	
  assist	
  parents	
  in	
  

accessing	
  school	
  resources,	
  understanding	
  school	
  protocols	
  and	
  requirements,	
  and	
  finding	
  ways	
  
to	
  become	
  involved	
  in	
  school.	
  	
  

	
  
3) Regular	
  information	
  exchange	
  about	
  individual	
  students’	
  progress	
  (e.g.	
  quarterly	
  progress	
  

reports,	
  Internet	
  access	
  to	
  grades	
  and	
  attendance,	
  and	
  communication	
  between	
  families	
  and	
  
students’	
  teachers	
  and	
  advisors).	
  We	
  actively	
  encourage	
  parent	
  participation	
  in	
  family-­‐teacher-­‐
student	
  conferences	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  student-­‐led	
  family	
  conferences	
  and	
  outreach	
  to	
  families	
  prior	
  to	
  
these	
  important	
  family-­‐school	
  meetings	
  to	
  increase	
  participation.	
  

	
  	
  
4) Regular	
  information	
  exchange	
  about	
  school	
  events,	
  news,	
  and	
  issues	
  using	
  multiple	
  formats	
  

(email,	
  mail,	
  phone),	
  along	
  with	
  regular	
  solicitation	
  of	
  parent/guardian	
  feedback	
  and	
  input	
  on	
  
these	
  areas.	
  For	
  example,	
  we	
  send	
  a	
  weekly	
  newsletter	
  to	
  all	
  families	
  in	
  Spanish	
  and	
  English.	
  

	
  
5) Meaningful	
  opportunities	
  for	
  parents/guardians	
  and	
  the	
  school	
  community	
  at	
  large	
  to	
  come	
  

together	
  to	
  celebrate	
  student	
  achievement,	
  build	
  relationships,	
  and	
  engage	
  in	
  community	
  
service.	
  For	
  example,	
  this	
  includes	
  student	
  exhibition	
  nights	
  and	
  community	
  events	
  multiple	
  
times	
  per	
  year.	
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6) Specific	
  strategies	
  for	
  school	
  staff	
  to	
  reach	
  out	
  to,	
  orient,	
  and	
  communicate	
  with	
  

parents/guardians	
  with	
  limited	
  English	
  skills.	
  
	
  
7) A	
  centralized	
  place	
  for	
  parents/guardians	
  to	
  gain	
  access	
  to	
  information	
  and	
  volunteer	
  

opportunities,	
  etc.,	
  along	
  with	
  designated	
  staff	
  who	
  help	
  to	
  facilitate	
  parent	
  involvement.	
  
	
  
8) College	
  and	
  academic	
  readiness-­‐related	
  events,	
  information-­‐sessions	
  and	
  other	
  learning	
  

opportunities	
  to	
  prepare	
  parents/guardians	
  to	
  play	
  an	
  important	
  role	
  in	
  their	
  child’s	
  education.	
  
	
  
	
  
VI.	
  	
  QUALIFICATIONS	
  OF	
  EMPLOYEES	
  	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  qualifications	
  to	
  be	
  met	
  by	
  individuals	
  to	
  be	
  employed	
  by	
  the	
  school.	
  Education	
  Code	
  
Section	
  47605(b)(5)(E).	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  school	
  is	
  committed	
  to	
  hiring	
  and	
  retaining	
  highly	
  qualified	
  candidates	
  that	
  fit	
  the	
  
needs	
  of	
  our	
  diverse	
  students	
  and	
  our	
  unique	
  program.	
  As	
  stated	
  in	
  Section	
  VII	
  under	
  “Health	
  and	
  
Safety,”	
  all	
  employees	
  shall	
  meet	
  the	
  requirements	
  of	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  44237	
  (fingerprinting	
  and	
  
background	
  clearance)	
  prior	
  to	
  employment	
  and	
  tuberculosis	
  testing	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  
Section	
  49406.	
  
	
  
A.	
  Administrator	
  Qualifications:	
  Administrators	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  school	
  possess	
  leadership	
  abilities,	
  a	
  
comprehensive	
  educational	
  vision	
  that	
  is	
  consistent	
  with	
  the	
  School's	
  mission	
  and	
  educational	
  program,	
  
a	
  global	
  frame	
  of	
  reference,	
  skill	
  in	
  hiring	
  and	
  supervising	
  excellent	
  teachers,	
  technological	
  and	
  data-­‐
analysis	
  experience,	
  and,	
  if	
  possible,	
  business	
  and	
  legal	
  experience.	
  The	
  criteria	
  for	
  administrative	
  
candidates	
  include,	
  but	
  are	
  not	
  limited	
  to:	
  	
  	
  

	
  
1) Having	
  a	
  B.A.	
  degree	
  or	
  its	
  equivalent;	
  	
  
2) Evidence	
  of	
  educational	
  experience	
  after	
  college,	
  if	
  applicable	
  (e.g.	
  fellowships,	
  graduate	
  work,	
  

etc.);	
  	
  
3) Ideally,	
  prior	
  administrative	
  experience;	
  
4) Positive	
  references	
  from	
  the	
  most	
  recent	
  place	
  of	
  employment,	
  college	
  or	
  graduate	
  school;	
  	
  
5) A	
  coherent,	
  high	
  quality	
  response	
  to	
  our	
  mission	
  statement;	
  and	
  
6) Administrative	
  certification	
  is	
  preferred.	
  

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
B.	
  Teacher	
  Qualifications:	
  	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  school	
  hires	
  the	
  finest	
  teachers	
  available.	
  The	
  qualifications	
  
for	
  teachers	
  include,	
  but	
  are	
  not	
  limited	
  to:	
  	
  

	
  
1) A	
  stated	
  commitment	
  to	
  the	
  School’s	
  mission;	
  	
  
2) A	
  deep	
  and	
  abiding	
  caring	
  about	
  students;	
  	
  
3) Subject	
  matter	
  expertise;	
  	
  
4) A	
  demonstrable	
  effectiveness	
  in	
  teaching;	
  	
  
5) A	
  willingness	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  generalist	
  teacher	
  when	
  needed;	
  
6) A	
  willingness	
  to	
  take	
  responsibility	
  and	
  exercise	
  leadership	
  for	
  the	
  whole	
  School;	
  
7) A	
  willingness	
  to	
  individualize	
  teaching	
  methods	
  and	
  evaluation	
  to	
  meet	
  the	
  needs	
  of	
  students,	
  

and	
  	
  
8) A	
  commitment	
  to	
  continuing	
  professional	
  development	
  in	
  teaching	
  and	
  learning.	
  	
  

	
  
Although	
  we	
  expect	
  our	
  teachers	
  to	
  have	
  additional	
  qualifications,	
  the	
  minimum	
  criteria	
  for	
  
consideration	
  include:	
  	
  
	
  

1) B.A.	
  degree	
  or	
  its	
  equivalent,	
  preferably	
  in	
  a	
  school	
  subject	
  area	
  (i.e.	
  mathematics,	
  literature,	
  
history,	
  etc.);	
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2) a	
  Commission	
  on	
  Teacher	
  Credentialing	
  certificate,	
  permit,	
  or	
  other	
  document	
  equivalent	
  to	
  
that	
  which	
  a	
  teacher	
  in	
  other	
  public	
  schools	
  would	
  be	
  required	
  to	
  hold;	
  

3) Evidence	
  of	
  successful	
  classroom	
  teaching	
  experience,	
  if	
  applicable;	
  	
  
4) Positive	
  references	
  from	
  the	
  most	
  recent	
  place	
  of	
  employment,	
  college	
  or	
  graduate	
  school.	
  	
  
5) Documentation	
  ensuring	
  compliance	
  with	
  state	
  fingerprinting	
  and	
  TB	
  testing	
  requirements	
  as	
  

defined	
  by	
  the	
  Education	
  Code.	
  
6) Compliance	
  with	
  the	
  applicable	
  “highly	
  qualified”	
  requirements	
  of	
  the	
  No	
  Child	
  Left	
  Behind	
  Act	
  

or	
  its	
  successors.	
  
	
  

As	
  our	
  administrators	
  and	
  teachers	
  must	
  fill	
  many	
  roles,	
  our	
  staff	
  has	
  a	
  wide	
  range	
  of	
  skills	
  and	
  qualities,	
  
teaching	
  and	
  administration	
  experience,	
  and	
  cultural,	
  racial	
  and	
  ethnic	
  backgrounds	
  and	
  experiences.	
  
Other	
  relevant	
  qualifications	
  include	
  evidence	
  of	
  the	
  exercise	
  of	
  leadership,	
  an	
  ability	
  to	
  work	
  effectively	
  
as	
  part	
  of	
  a	
  team,	
  familiarity	
  with	
  different	
  instructional	
  approaches,	
  interest	
  or	
  expertise	
  in	
  technology,	
  
strong	
  writing	
  and	
  verbal	
  communication	
  skills,	
  experience	
  in	
  peer	
  mediation	
  and	
  alternative	
  dispute	
  
resolution	
  techniques,	
  administrative	
  skills,	
  and	
  an	
  interest	
  in	
  seeking	
  out	
  productive	
  collegial	
  
interaction	
  and	
  professional	
  growth	
  opportunities	
  for	
  themselves.	
  
	
  
As	
  permitted	
  by	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(l),	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  be	
  given	
  flexibility	
  with	
  
regard	
  to	
  teacher	
  certifications	
  for	
  noncore,	
  noncollege	
  preparatory	
  courses.	
  All	
  teacher	
  certification	
  
documents	
  shall	
  be	
  maintained	
  on	
  file	
  at	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  and	
  are	
  subject	
  to	
  periodic	
  inspection	
  by	
  the	
  
chartering	
  authority.	
  
	
  
Non-­‐Instructional	
  Staff	
  
	
  
All	
  Gateway	
  non-­‐instructional	
  employees	
  shall	
  meet	
  the	
  following	
  qualification	
  requirements	
  for	
  hire:	
  
	
  

1) Having	
  a	
  B.A.	
  degree	
  or	
  its	
  equivalent,	
  a	
  Master’s	
  degree	
  is	
  preferred	
  for	
  senior	
  level	
  positions;	
  
2) Demonstrated	
  work	
  experience	
  and/or	
  expertise	
  in	
  related	
  field	
  or	
  similar	
  role;	
  
3) Positive	
  references	
  from	
  the	
  most	
  recent	
  place	
  of	
  employment,	
  college	
  or	
  graduate	
  school;	
  	
  
4) A	
  coherent,	
  high	
  quality	
  response	
  to	
  our	
  mission	
  statement;	
  and	
  
5) Prior	
  work	
  experience	
  for	
  a	
  School	
  or	
  a	
  non-­‐profit	
  organization	
  is	
  preferred.	
  	
  

	
  
	
  
VII.	
  	
  HEALTH	
  AND	
  SAFETY	
  PROCEDURES	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  procedures	
  that	
  the	
  school	
  will	
  follow	
  to	
  ensure	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  safety	
  of	
  pupils	
  and	
  
staff.	
  These	
  procedures	
  shall	
  include	
  the	
  requirement	
  that	
  each	
  employee	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  furnish	
  the	
  school	
  
with	
  a	
  criminal	
  record	
  summary	
  as	
  described	
  in	
  Section	
  44237.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(F).	
  
	
  
In	
  order	
  to	
  provide	
  safety	
  for	
  all	
  students	
  and	
  staff,	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  maintains	
  and	
  implements	
  
full	
  health	
  and	
  safety	
  procedures	
  and	
  risk	
  management	
  policies	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  in	
  
consultation	
  with	
  its	
  insurance	
  carriers	
  and	
  risk	
  management	
  experts.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  following	
  is	
  a	
  summary	
  of	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  safety	
  policies	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools:	
  
	
  
Procedures	
  for	
  Background	
  Checks	
  
	
  
Employees	
  and	
  contractors	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  submit	
  to	
  a	
  criminal	
  background	
  
check	
  and	
  furnish	
  a	
  criminal	
  record	
  summary	
  as	
  required	
  by	
  Education	
  Code	
  Sections	
  44237	
  and	
  
45125.1.	
  New	
  employees	
  not	
  possessing	
  a	
  valid	
  California	
  Teaching	
  Credential	
  must	
  submit	
  two	
  sets	
  of	
  
fingerprints	
  to	
  the	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Justice	
  for	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  obtaining	
  a	
  criminal	
  record	
  
summary.	
  The	
  Principal	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  monitor	
  compliance	
  with	
  this	
  policy	
  and	
  report	
  
to	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  on	
  a	
  quarterly	
  basis.	
  The	
  Board	
  President	
  shall	
  monitor	
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the	
  fingerprinting	
  and	
  background	
  clearance	
  of	
  the	
  Principal.	
  Volunteers	
  who	
  will	
  volunteer	
  outside	
  of	
  
the	
  direct	
  supervision	
  of	
  a	
  credentialed	
  employee	
  shall	
  be	
  fingerprinted	
  and	
  receive	
  background	
  
clearance	
  prior	
  to	
  volunteering	
  without	
  the	
  direct	
  supervision	
  of	
  a	
  credentialed	
  employee.	
  
	
  
Role	
  of	
  Staff	
  as	
  Mandated	
  Child	
  Abuse	
  Reporters	
  
	
  
All	
  non-­‐certificated	
  and	
  certificated	
  staff	
  are	
  mandated	
  child	
  abuse	
  reporters	
  and	
  will	
  follow	
  all	
  
applicable	
  reporting	
  laws.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  faculty	
  and	
  staff	
  acknowledge	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  “child	
  
care	
  custodians”	
  subject	
  to,	
  and	
  will	
  comply	
  with,	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  legal	
  requirements	
  of	
  the	
  Child	
  Abuse	
  and	
  
Neglect	
  Reporting	
  Act,	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  49406.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  faculty	
  and	
  staff	
  are	
  
trained	
  about	
  these	
  requirements	
  annually	
  and	
  must	
  verify,	
  in	
  writing,	
  that	
  they	
  will	
  comply	
  with	
  the	
  
law.	
  
	
  
TB	
  Testing	
  
	
  
Faculty	
  and	
  staff	
  will	
  be	
  tested	
  for	
  tuberculosis	
  prior	
  to	
  commencing	
  employment	
  and	
  working	
  with	
  
students	
  as	
  required	
  by	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  49406.	
  
	
  
Immunizations	
  
	
  
All	
  enrolled	
  students	
  and	
  staff	
  will	
  be	
  required	
  to	
  provide	
  records	
  documenting	
  immunizations	
  as	
  is	
  
required	
  at	
  public	
  schools	
  pursuant	
  to	
  Health	
  and	
  Safety	
  Code	
  Sections	
  120325-­‐120375,	
  and	
  Title	
  17,	
  
California	
  Code	
  of	
  Regulations	
  Sections	
  6000-­‐6075.	
  All	
  rising	
  7th	
  grade	
  students	
  must	
  be	
  immunized	
  with	
  
a	
  pertussis	
  (whooping	
  cough)	
  vaccine	
  booster.	
  
	
  
Medication	
  in	
  School	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  adheres	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  49423	
  regarding	
  administration	
  of	
  
medication	
  in	
  school.	
  Additionally,	
  Gateway	
  staff	
  are	
  trained	
  in	
  CPR	
  and	
  First	
  Aid	
  annually.	
  
	
  
Vision,	
  Hearing,	
  and	
  Scoliosis	
  
	
  
Students	
  are	
  screened	
  for	
  vision,	
  hearing	
  and	
  scoliosis.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  adheres	
  to	
  Education	
  
Code	
  Section	
  49450,	
  et	
  seq.,	
  as	
  applicable	
  to	
  the	
  grade	
  levels	
  served	
  by	
  the	
  school.	
  
	
  
Diabetes	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  provides	
  an	
  information	
  sheet	
  regarding	
  type	
  2	
  diabetes	
  to	
  the	
  parent	
  or	
  
guardian	
  of	
  incoming	
  7th	
  grade	
  students,	
  pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  49452.7.	
  The	
  information	
  
sheet	
  includes,	
  but	
  is	
  not	
  be	
  limited	
  to,	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  following:	
  
	
  

1) A	
  description	
  of	
  type	
  2	
  diabetes.	
  
	
  
2) A	
  description	
  of	
  the	
  risk	
  factors	
  and	
  warning	
  signs	
  associated	
  with	
  type	
  2	
  diabetes.	
  

	
  
3) A	
  recommendation	
  that	
  students	
  displaying	
  or	
  possibly	
  suffering	
  from	
  risk	
  factors	
  or	
  warning	
  

signs	
  associated	
  with	
  type	
  2	
  diabetes	
  should	
  be	
  screened	
  for	
  type	
  2	
  diabetes.	
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4) A	
  description	
  of	
  treatments	
  and	
  prevention	
  of	
  methods	
  of	
  type	
  2	
  diabetes.	
  
	
  

5) A	
  description	
  of	
  the	
  different	
  types	
  of	
  diabetes	
  screening	
  tests	
  available.	
  
	
  
Emergency	
  Preparedness	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  maintains	
  an	
  up-­‐to-­‐date	
  and	
  comprehensive	
  emergency	
  plan	
  that	
  includes	
  protocols	
  for	
  
preparedness	
  and	
  reacting	
  to	
  all	
  types	
  of	
  emergencies,	
  including:	
  earthquakes	
  and	
  other	
  natural	
  
disasters,	
  chemical	
  and	
  biological	
  material	
  emergencies,	
  and	
  violence	
  and	
  threats.	
  All	
  staff	
  are	
  briefed	
  
on	
  emergency	
  procedures	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  year.	
  Monthly	
  school	
  emergency	
  drills	
  are	
  
conducted	
  throughout	
  the	
  year	
  in	
  conjunction	
  with	
  the	
  SFFD	
  fire	
  safety	
  officer.	
  The	
  building	
  fire	
  alarm	
  
system	
  and	
  other	
  emergency	
  equipment	
  are	
  serviced	
  yearly,	
  or	
  as	
  needed.	
  Material	
  safety	
  data	
  sheets	
  
are	
  maintained	
  on	
  all	
  chemicals	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  building,	
  all	
  electrical	
  closets	
  are	
  kept	
  empty,	
  and	
  major	
  
furniture/shelving	
  are	
  bolted	
  in	
  place.	
  
	
  
Blood	
  borne	
  Pathogens	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  meet	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  standards	
  for	
  dealing	
  with	
  blood	
  borne	
  pathogens	
  
and	
  other	
  potentially	
  infectious	
  materials	
  in	
  the	
  work	
  place.	
  The	
  Board	
  has	
  established	
  a	
  written	
  
infectious	
  control	
  plan	
  designed	
  to	
  protect	
  employees	
  and	
  students	
  from	
  possible	
  infection	
  due	
  to	
  
contact	
  with	
  blood	
  borne	
  viruses,	
  including	
  human	
  immunodeficiency	
  virus	
  (“HIV”)	
  and	
  hepatitis	
  B	
  virus	
  
(“HBV”).	
  
	
  
Whenever	
  exposed	
  to	
  blood	
  or	
  other	
  bodily	
  fluids	
  through	
  injury	
  or	
  accident,	
  staff	
  and	
  students	
  shall	
  
follow	
  the	
  latest	
  medical	
  protocol	
  for	
  disinfecting	
  procedures.	
  
	
  
Drug	
  Free/Alcohol	
  Free/Smoke	
  Free	
  Environment	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  function	
  as	
  a	
  drug-­‐,	
  alcohol-­‐,	
  and	
  smoke-­‐free	
  environment.	
  
	
  
Facility	
  Safety	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  comply	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47610	
  by	
  either	
  utilizing	
  facilities	
  that	
  
are	
  compliant	
  with	
  the	
  Field	
  Act	
  or	
  facilities	
  that	
  are	
  compliant	
  with	
  the	
  California	
  Building	
  Standards	
  
Code.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  tests	
  sprinkler	
  systems,	
  fire	
  extinguishers,	
  and	
  fire	
  alarms	
  annually	
  at	
  its	
  
facilities	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  maintained	
  in	
  an	
  operable	
  condition	
  at	
  all	
  times,	
  and	
  conducts	
  fire	
  drills	
  
as	
  required	
  under	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  32001	
  and	
  in	
  conjunction	
  with	
  the	
  District	
  (if	
  at	
  District	
  
facilities).	
  
	
  
Comprehensive	
  Discrimination	
  and	
  Harassment	
  Polices	
  and	
  Procedures	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  committed	
  to	
  providing	
  a	
  school	
  that	
  is	
  free	
  from	
  discrimination	
  and	
  sexual	
  
harassment,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  any	
  harassment	
  based	
  upon	
  such	
  factors	
  as	
  race,	
  religion,	
  creed,	
  color,	
  national	
  
origin,	
  ancestry,	
  age,	
  medical	
  condition,	
  marital	
  status,	
  sexual	
  orientation,	
  or	
  disability.	
  The	
  Gateway	
  
Public	
  Schools	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  has	
  developed	
  a	
  comprehensive	
  policy	
  to	
  prevent	
  and	
  immediately	
  
remediate	
  any	
  concerns	
  about	
  discrimination	
  or	
  harassment	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  (including	
  
employee	
  to	
  employee,	
  employee	
  to	
  student,	
  and	
  student	
  to	
  employee	
  misconduct).	
  Misconduct	
  of	
  this	
  
nature	
  is	
  very	
  serious	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  addressed	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  Board’s	
  discrimination	
  and	
  
harassment	
  policy.	
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Visitors	
  to	
  Campus	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  staff	
  are	
  charged	
  with	
  maintaining	
  school	
  security	
  during	
  the	
  school	
  day.	
  All	
  visitors	
  are	
  
required	
  to	
  sign	
  in	
  at	
  the	
  school	
  office,	
  and	
  no	
  unauthorized	
  visitor	
  is	
  allowed	
  in	
  the	
  building.	
  Gateway	
  
staff	
  shall	
  respond	
  to	
  any	
  situation	
  that	
  threatens,	
  or	
  possibly	
  threatens,	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  safety	
  of	
  its	
  
community	
  members.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  practices	
  close	
  communication	
  with	
  parents,	
  such	
  as	
  
calling	
  home	
  when	
  a	
  student	
  is	
  late	
  for	
  school	
  or	
  calling	
  to	
  make	
  sure	
  a	
  parent	
  is	
  available	
  when	
  a	
  
student	
  is	
  sick,	
  to	
  ensure	
  the	
  health	
  and	
  safety	
  of	
  each	
  student.	
  
	
  
Attached	
  as	
  Appendix	
  J	
  is	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Emergency	
  Plan.	
  
	
  
	
  
VIII.	
  MEANS	
  TO	
  ACHIEVE	
  RACIAL	
  AND	
  ETHNIC	
  BALANCE	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  means	
  by	
  which	
  the	
  school	
  will	
  achieve	
  a	
  racial	
  and	
  ethnic	
  balance	
  among	
  its	
  pupils	
  
that	
  is	
  reflective	
  of	
  the	
  general	
  population	
  residing	
  within	
  the	
  territorial	
  jurisdiction	
  of	
  the	
  district	
  to	
  
which	
  the	
  charter	
  petition	
  is	
  submitted.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(G).	
  
	
  

“Schools	
  must	
  work	
  hard	
   to	
  attend	
   to,	
  acknowledge,	
  honor	
  and	
  celebrate	
  differences,	
  
because	
   they	
   believe	
   that	
   pronounced	
   differences	
   are	
   often	
   accompanied	
   by	
  
pronounced	
  learning.	
  These	
  schools	
  should	
  be	
  committed	
  to	
  the	
  question,	
  ‘How	
  can	
  we	
  
make	
   conscious,	
   deliberate	
  use	
  of	
   differences	
   in	
   social	
   class,	
   gender,	
   age,	
   ability,	
   race	
  
and	
  interests	
  as	
  resources	
  for	
  learning?’”	
  

-­‐-­‐Roland	
  Barth	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  committed	
  to	
  maintaining	
  a	
  diverse	
  student	
  body	
  that	
  reflects	
  the	
  racial	
  and	
  
ethnic	
  balance	
  of	
  the	
  general	
  population	
  of	
  the	
  District.	
  In	
  order	
  to	
  attain	
  our	
  goal	
  of	
  a	
  racially,	
  
economically	
  and	
  geographically	
  diverse	
  student	
  population	
  that	
  includes	
  a	
  significant	
  percentage	
  of	
  
students	
  with	
  learning	
  disabilities,	
  our	
  enrollment	
  process	
  reaches	
  out	
  to	
  all	
  neighborhoods	
  in	
  the	
  City.	
  
Gateway’s	
  student	
  body	
  represents	
  a	
  wide	
  ethnic,	
  racial	
  and	
  cultural	
  diversity	
  due	
  to	
  our	
  extensive	
  
recruitment	
  efforts.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  employs	
  an	
  Enrollment	
  Director	
  whose	
  job	
  is	
  to	
  manage	
  the	
  enrollment	
  process.	
  
This	
  includes	
  the	
  following:	
  
	
  

• Outreach	
  to	
  elementary	
  school	
  counselors	
  and	
  visits	
  to	
  elementary	
  schools,	
  often	
  bringing	
  
former	
  students	
  and/or	
  parents	
  from	
  those	
  schools	
  as	
  ambassadors,	
  especially	
  targeting	
  the	
  
Western	
  Addition,	
  Bay	
  View/Hunters	
  Point,	
  and	
  the	
  Mission;	
  

• Hosting	
  three	
  evening	
  enrollment	
  open	
  houses	
  in	
  which	
  families	
  and	
  students	
  learn	
  about	
  our	
  
school;	
  hosting	
  one	
  enrollment	
  event	
  that	
  specifically	
  targets	
  and	
  welcomes	
  families,	
  schools,	
  
and	
  support	
  providers	
  from	
  the	
  Western	
  Addition.	
  

• Coordinating	
  weekly	
  daytime	
  school	
  tours	
  for	
  5th	
  graders	
  and	
  their	
  families,	
  enabling	
  them	
  to	
  
observe	
  classes	
  and	
  ask	
  questions	
  of	
  faculty	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  learn	
  about	
  our	
  program	
  from	
  the	
  
principal.	
  In	
  addition,	
  we	
  seek	
  to	
  reserve	
  some	
  spots	
  in	
  our	
  day-­‐time	
  school	
  tour	
  program	
  for	
  
students	
  from	
  schools	
  or	
  programs	
  serving	
  historically	
  underserved	
  students;	
  

• Collaborating	
  with	
  community-­‐based	
  organizations	
  whose	
  mission	
  it	
  is	
  to	
  help	
  
underrepresented	
  and/or	
  underserved	
  students	
  achieve	
  educational	
  success	
  at	
  the	
  secondary	
  
and	
  post-­‐secondary	
  level.	
  We	
  will	
  work	
  closely	
  with	
  Aim	
  High,	
  SummerBridge,	
  Seven	
  TeePees,	
  
First	
  Graduate,	
  Breakthrough	
  Collaborative	
  and	
  other	
  community	
  based	
  programs	
  throughout	
  
the	
  enrollment	
  process;	
  

• Participating	
  in	
  the	
  Mo	
  Magic	
  consortium	
  of	
  youth	
  support	
  providers	
  in	
  the	
  Western	
  Addition	
  
• Outreach	
  at	
  school	
  fairs	
  within	
  SFUSD	
  and	
  other	
  organizations;	
  
• Distribution	
  of	
  marketing,	
  application	
  and	
  enrollment	
  materials	
  in	
  multiple	
  languages;	
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• Providing	
  simultaneous	
  interpretation	
  at	
  open	
  houses	
  and	
  other	
  enrollment	
  events.	
  
	
  
Our	
  allocation	
  of	
  resources	
  to	
  our	
  outreach	
  effort	
  underscores	
  our	
  commitment	
  to	
  serving	
  students	
  
from	
  neighborhoods	
  that	
  have	
  a	
  disproportionate	
  percentage	
  of	
  underserved	
  students.	
  
	
  
IX.	
  	
  ENROLLMENT	
  REQUIREMENTS	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  Admission	
  requirements,	
  if	
  applicable.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(H).	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
   School	
   is	
   a	
   free	
   public	
   school	
   that	
   is	
   open	
   to	
   all	
   residents	
   of	
   the	
   State	
   of	
   California.	
  
Gateway	
   does	
   not	
   discriminate	
   on	
   the	
   basis	
   of	
   race,	
   religion,	
   gender,	
   national	
   origin,	
   disability	
   of	
  
students,	
  parents	
  or	
  guardians,	
  or	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  characteristics	
  listed	
  in	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  220.	
  
	
  
In	
  an	
  effort	
  to	
  make	
  school	
  choice	
  options	
  as	
  transparent	
  as	
  possible	
  to	
  families,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  
adheres	
  to	
  general	
  enrollment	
  timelines	
  as	
  established	
  by	
  SFUSD	
  and	
  other	
  San	
  Francisco	
  schools	
  to	
  the	
  
extent	
  possible.	
  It	
  is	
  the	
  policy	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  to	
  admit	
  all	
  students	
  who	
  wish	
  to	
  attend	
  the	
  
school.	
  No	
  test	
  or	
  assessment	
  shall	
  be	
  administered	
  to	
  students	
  prior	
  to	
  acceptance	
  and	
  enrollment	
  into	
  
the	
  school.	
  Gateway	
  complies	
  with	
  all	
  laws	
  establishing	
  minimum	
  and	
  maximum	
  age	
  for	
  public	
  school	
  
attendance	
  in	
  charter	
  schools.	
  Gateway	
  shall	
  be	
  non-­‐sectarian	
  in	
  its	
  programs,	
  admissions	
  policies,	
  
employment	
  practices,	
  and	
  all	
  other	
  operations.	
  Gateway	
  shall	
  not	
  charge	
  tuition.	
  	
  
	
  
Consistent	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(d),	
  in	
  the	
  event	
  that	
  applications	
  exceed	
  capacity,	
  a	
  
public	
  random	
  drawing	
  will	
  be	
  held	
  (existing	
  students	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  to	
  participate).	
  During	
  this	
  public	
  
random	
  drawing,	
  enrollment	
  preferences	
  will	
  be	
  as	
  follows:	
  
	
  

1) Siblings	
  of	
  current	
  Gateway	
  students	
  who	
  reside	
  within	
  the	
  District	
  and	
  children	
  of	
  Gateway	
  
employees	
  who	
  reside	
  within	
  the	
  District	
  

2) Students	
  who	
  are	
  eligible	
  for	
  free	
  and	
  reduced	
  price	
  meals	
  (FRPM)	
  and	
  reside	
  within	
  the	
  District	
  
3) Students	
  who	
  are	
  not	
  eligible	
  for	
  FRPM	
  and	
  reside	
  within	
  the	
  District	
  
4) Siblings	
  of	
  current	
  Gateway	
  students	
  who	
  reside	
  outside	
  the	
  District	
  and	
  children	
  of	
  Gateway	
  

employees	
  who	
  reside	
  outside	
  the	
  District	
  
5) Students	
  who	
  are	
  eligible	
  for	
  FRPM	
  and	
  reside	
  outside	
  the	
  District	
  

	
  
If	
  additional	
  spaces	
  remain	
  in	
  any	
  grade	
  after	
  all	
  such	
  interested	
  students	
  have	
  been	
  enrolled,	
  the	
  
balance	
  will	
  be	
  filled	
  by	
  other	
  interested	
  students.	
  If	
  more	
  such	
  students	
  apply	
  than	
  the	
  number	
  of	
  
available	
  spaces	
  remaining,	
  a	
  waiting	
  pool	
  will	
  be	
  kept	
  for	
  each	
  grade	
  in	
  the	
  event	
  that	
  additional	
  spaces	
  
become	
  available.	
  This	
  wait	
  pool	
  will	
  allow	
  students	
  the	
  option	
  of	
  enrollment	
  in	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  an	
  opening	
  
during	
  the	
  current	
  school	
  year.	
  In	
  no	
  circumstance	
  will	
  a	
  waitlist	
  carry	
  over	
  to	
  the	
  following	
  school	
  year.	
  	
  
	
  
X.	
  FINANCE	
  AND	
  AUDIT	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  	
  The	
  petitioner	
  or	
  petitioners	
  shall	
  also	
  be	
  required	
  to	
  provide	
  financial	
  statements	
  that	
  
include	
  a	
  proposed	
  first	
  year	
  operational	
  budget,	
  including	
  startup	
  costs,	
  and	
  cash	
  flow	
  and	
  financial	
  
projections	
  for	
  the	
  first	
  three	
  years	
  of	
  operation.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(g).	
  
	
  
State	
  Apportionment	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  receives	
  funding	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47600	
  et	
  seq.,	
  the	
  
Charter	
  Schools	
  Act	
  of	
  1992	
  and	
  its	
  successors.	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  and	
  the	
  District	
  will	
  develop	
  and	
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annually	
  review	
  a	
  mutually	
  agreeable	
  Memoranda	
  of	
  Understanding	
  that	
  provide	
  for	
  the	
  
apportionments	
  due	
  the	
  School	
  pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47600	
  et	
  seq.	
  and	
  its	
  successors.	
  	
  
	
  
Financial	
  Oversight	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  manages	
  and	
  operates	
  the	
  books	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  separately	
  from	
  
those	
  of	
  Gateway	
  High	
  School.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  also	
  has	
  a	
  unique	
  annual	
  independent	
  fiscal	
  
audit.	
  As	
  such,	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  develops	
  and	
  implements	
  sound	
  budgetary	
  monitoring	
  and	
  
financial	
  overview	
  processes	
  for	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  including:	
  
	
  

1)	
   It	
  is	
  required	
  that	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  approve	
  a	
  balanced	
  budget	
  
prior	
  to	
  each	
  fiscal	
  year.	
  

2)	
   Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  keeps	
  a	
  separate	
  bank	
  account	
  with	
  a	
  balance	
  equal	
  to	
  at	
  least	
  three	
  
months	
  of	
  operating	
  cash	
  available	
  at	
  all	
  times.	
  

3)	
   The	
  Finance	
  Committee	
  meets	
  each	
  month	
  to	
  monitor	
  and	
  analyze	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools’s	
  
financial	
  condition,	
  and	
  provides	
  financial	
  reporting	
  to	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  Board	
  at	
  each	
  
monthly	
  board	
  meeting.	
  

4)	
   Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  maintains	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  long-­‐term	
  financial	
  plans	
  and	
  cash	
  
utilization	
  forecasts	
  for	
  fiscal	
  planning	
  and	
  scenario	
  analyses.	
  

	
  
Additionally,	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools’s	
  overall	
  financial	
  position	
  is	
  very	
  strong.	
  Through	
  private	
  
fundraising	
  and	
  sound	
  fiscal	
  management,	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  has	
  been	
  able	
  to	
  increase	
  its	
  net	
  
assets	
  each	
  year	
  it	
  has	
  been	
  in	
  operation.	
  The	
  result	
  is	
  that	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  now	
  has	
  reserve	
  
funds	
  of	
  close	
  to	
  $5	
  Million.	
  These	
  accounts	
  are	
  managed	
  by	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools’s	
  Investment	
  
Committee,	
  which	
  includes	
  four	
  committee	
  members	
  who	
  are	
  professional	
  money	
  managers.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  ability	
  for	
  Gateway	
  to	
  annually	
  grow	
  its	
  assets,	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  a	
  tight	
  control	
  of	
  expenses,	
  has	
  been	
  
due	
  to	
  strong	
  and	
  consistent	
  fundraising.	
  In	
  each	
  of	
  the	
  15	
  years	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools,	
  the	
  
fundraising	
  program	
  has	
  met	
  or	
  exceeded	
  the	
  Board	
  approved	
  fundraising	
  target.	
  The	
  support	
  for	
  
Gateway	
  comes	
  from	
  a	
  broad	
  and	
  diversified	
  network	
  of	
  foundations,	
  individuals	
  and	
  corporations.	
  For	
  
example,	
  10	
  different	
  foundations	
  donated	
  to	
  Gateway	
  last	
  year	
  alone.	
  Similarly,	
  Gateway’s	
  individual	
  
donor	
  base	
  and	
  annual	
  fundraising	
  events	
  have	
  provided	
  consistent	
  and	
  growing	
  levels	
  of	
  support.	
  
Looking	
  towards	
  the	
  future,	
  while	
  Gateway	
  appreciates	
  its	
  long-­‐term	
  donors,	
  efforts	
  are	
  made	
  each	
  year	
  
to	
  continue	
  to	
  grow	
  the	
  donor	
  base,	
  and	
  we	
  are	
  confident	
  that	
  with	
  a	
  fifteen	
  year	
  proven	
  track	
  record	
  of	
  
fundraising	
  success,	
  we	
  will	
  continue	
  raise	
  the	
  necessary	
  funds	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  model	
  academic	
  program	
  
at	
  Gateway.	
  
	
  
Reporting	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  will	
  annually	
  prepare	
  and	
  submit	
  to	
  the	
  District	
  the	
  following	
  reports	
  as	
  required	
  
by	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47604.33:	
  
	
  

• On	
  or	
  before	
  July	
  1st,	
  a	
  final	
  budget.	
  
	
  
• By	
  July	
  1,	
  an	
  annual	
  update	
  (LCAP)	
  required	
  pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47606.5	
  
	
  	
  
• On	
  or	
  before	
  December	
  15th,	
  an	
  interim	
  financial	
  report	
  which	
  reflects	
  changes	
  to	
  the	
  final	
  

budget	
  through	
  October	
  31st.	
  Additionally,	
  on	
  December	
  15,	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
  the	
  Charter	
  School’s	
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annual,	
  independent	
  financial	
  audit	
  report	
  for	
  the	
  preceding	
  fiscal	
  year	
  shall	
  be	
  delivered	
  to	
  the	
  
District,	
  State	
  Controller,	
  State	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  and	
  County	
  Superintendent	
  of	
  Schools.	
  

	
  
• On	
  or	
  before	
  March	
  15th,	
  a	
  second	
  interim	
  financial	
  report	
  which	
  reflects	
  changes	
  to	
  the	
  final	
  

budget	
  through	
  January	
  31st.	
  
	
  
• On	
  or	
  before	
  September	
  15th,	
  a	
  final	
  unaudited	
  financial	
  report	
  for	
  the	
  prior	
  full	
  fiscal	
  year.	
  

	
  
Attendance	
  Accounting	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  has	
  implemented	
  an	
  attendance	
  recording	
  and	
  accounting	
  system,	
  to	
  ensure	
  
contemporaneous	
  record	
  keeping,	
  which	
  complies	
  with	
  state	
  law.	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  manner	
  in	
  which	
  annual,	
  independent,	
  financial	
  audits	
  shall	
  be	
  conducted,	
  which	
  
shall	
  employ	
  generally	
  accepted	
  accounting	
  principles,	
  and	
  the	
  manner	
  in	
  which	
  audit	
  exceptions	
  and	
  
deficiencies	
  shall	
  be	
  resolved	
  to	
  the	
  satisfaction	
  of	
  the	
  chartering	
  authority.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  
47605(b)(5)(I).	
  
	
  
Annual	
  Independent	
  Financial	
  Audit	
  
	
  
An	
  annual	
  independent	
  financial	
  audit	
  of	
  the	
  books	
  and	
  records	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  conducted	
  
as	
  required	
  by	
  Education	
  Code	
  Sections	
  47605(b)(5)(I)	
  and	
  47605(m).	
  The	
  books	
  and	
  records	
  of	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School	
  are	
  kept	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  generally	
  accepted	
  accounting	
  principles,	
  and	
  as	
  required	
  by	
  
applicable	
  law,	
  the	
  audit	
  employs	
  generally	
  accepted	
  accounting	
  procedures.	
  The	
  audit	
  is	
  conducted	
  in	
  
accordance	
  with	
  applicable	
  provisions	
  within	
  the	
  California	
  Code	
  of	
  Regulations	
  governing	
  audits	
  of	
  
charter	
  schools	
  as	
  published	
  in	
  the	
  State	
  Controller’s	
  K-­‐12	
  Audit	
  Guide.	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  will,	
  at	
  its	
  own	
  expense,	
  contract	
  for	
  the	
  services	
  of	
  an	
  independent	
  certified	
  
public	
  accountant	
  on	
  the	
  approved	
  list	
  of	
  educational	
  auditor	
  providers	
  by	
  the	
  State	
  Controller	
  to	
  
conduct	
  an	
  annual	
  financial	
  audit	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway’s	
  annual	
  audit	
  consists	
  of	
  three	
  major	
  components:	
  
	
  

1) Audit	
  of	
  financial	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  and	
  accounting	
  practices.	
  
2) Audit	
  of	
  reported	
  Average	
  Daily	
  Attendance,	
  and	
  of	
  attendance	
  systems	
  and	
  procedures.	
  
3) Audit	
  of	
  financial	
  results	
  and	
  financial	
  position,	
  including:	
  	
  Analysis	
  and	
  testing	
  of	
  accounts	
  

payable,	
  accounts	
  receivable,	
  journal	
  entries,	
  bank	
  deposits,	
  monthly	
  bank	
  reconciliations,	
  fixed	
  
assets,	
  accrued	
  liabilities,	
  general	
  ledger,	
  trial	
  balances,	
  etc.	
  	
  

	
  
The	
  Board’s	
  Audit	
  Committee	
  reviews	
  the	
  services	
  of	
  the	
  auditors	
  annually	
  and	
  then	
  makes	
  a	
  
recommendation	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  to	
  engage	
  an	
  auditing	
  firm.	
  The	
  Gateway	
  Audit	
  Committee	
  
may	
  solicit	
  proposals	
  from	
  the	
  current	
  auditors	
  and	
  other	
  firms	
  at	
  its	
  sole	
  discretion.	
  The	
  auditor	
  will	
  
have,	
  at	
  a	
  minimum,	
  a	
  CPA	
  and	
  educational	
  institution	
  audit	
  experience	
  and	
  approved	
  by	
  the	
  State	
  
Controller	
  on	
  its	
  published	
  list	
  as	
  an	
  educational	
  audit	
  provider.	
  To	
  the	
  extent	
  required	
  under	
  applicable	
  
federal	
  law,	
  the	
  audit	
  scope	
  will	
  be	
  expanded	
  to	
  include	
  items	
  and	
  processes	
  specified	
  in	
  applicable	
  
Office	
  of	
  Management	
  and	
  Budget	
  Circulars.	
  
	
  
The	
  annual	
  audit	
  will	
  be	
  completed	
  and	
  forwarded	
  to	
  the	
  District,	
  the	
  State	
  Controller,	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  CDE	
  
by	
  the	
  15th	
  of	
  December	
  of	
  each	
  year.	
  The	
  Principal,	
  along	
  with	
  the	
  Audit	
  Committee,	
  will	
  review	
  any	
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audit	
  exceptions	
  or	
  deficiencies	
  and	
  report	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  with	
  recommendations	
  on	
  how	
  to	
  
resolve	
  them.	
  The	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees	
  will	
  submit	
  a	
  report	
  to	
  the	
  District	
  describing	
  how	
  the	
  exceptions	
  
and	
  deficiencies	
  have	
  been	
  or	
  will	
  be	
  resolved	
  to	
  the	
  satisfaction	
  of	
  the	
  District	
  along	
  with	
  an	
  anticipated	
  
timeline	
  for	
  the	
  same.	
  Audit	
  appeals	
  or	
  requests	
  for	
  summary	
  review	
  shall	
  be	
  submitted	
  to	
  the	
  
Education	
  Audit	
  Appeals	
  Panel	
  (“EAAP”)	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  applicable	
  law.	
  Any	
  disputes	
  regarding	
  the	
  
resolution	
  of	
  audit	
  exceptions	
  and	
  deficiencies	
  will	
  be	
  referred	
  to	
  the	
  dispute	
  resolution	
  process	
  
included	
  in	
  this	
  Charter.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  independent	
  financial	
  audit	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  a	
  public	
  record	
  to	
  be	
  provided	
  to	
  the	
  public	
  
upon	
  request.	
  
	
  
	
  
Attached,	
  as	
  Appendix	
  K,	
  please	
  find	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  five-­‐year	
  budget	
  and	
  cash-­‐flow	
  
projections,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  most	
  recent	
  audited	
  financials	
  for	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools.	
  	
  
	
  
XI.	
  PUPIL	
  SUSPENSION	
  AND	
  EXPULSION	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  procedures	
  by	
  which	
  pupils	
  can	
  be	
  suspended	
  or	
  expelled.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  
47605(b)(5)(J).	
  
	
  	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  uses	
  restorative	
  practices	
  as	
  the	
  foundation	
  for	
  our	
  discipline.	
  Restorative	
  
practices	
  are	
  a	
  practice	
  of	
  discipline	
  that	
  seeks	
  to	
  repair	
  harm	
  done	
  to	
  relationships	
  and	
  people.	
  Key	
  
values	
  include	
  respect,	
  responsibility,	
  inclusion,	
  accountability,	
  collaboration	
  and	
  empowerment.	
  Key	
  
skills	
  include	
  active	
  listening,	
  facilitating	
  dialogue,	
  promoting	
  problem-­‐solving,	
  listening	
  to	
  and	
  
expressing	
  emotion,	
  and	
  empowering	
  others	
  to	
  take	
  ownership	
  of	
  problems.	
  Restorative	
  practices	
  help	
  
students	
  deal	
  with	
  the	
  harm	
  they	
  have	
  caused	
  to	
  individuals	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  community.	
  Through	
  the	
  
use	
  of	
  responsive	
  restorative	
  conferences	
  involving	
  students,	
  parents	
  and/or	
  teachers,	
  we	
  find	
  that	
  
restorative	
  practices	
  significantly	
  decrease	
  the	
  number	
  incidents	
  that	
  require	
  us	
  to	
  consider	
  suspension	
  
or	
  expulsion	
  at	
  GMS.	
  
	
  
However,	
  in	
  addition	
  to	
  implementing	
  restorative	
  practices	
  to	
  resolve	
  disciplinary	
  issues,	
  some	
  student	
  
conduct	
  does	
  warrant	
  the	
  school	
  to	
  consider	
  suspension	
  or	
  expulsion.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  rules	
  for	
  
student	
  suspension	
  and	
  expulsion	
  are	
  consistent	
  with	
  applicable	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  standards	
  to	
  ensure	
  
students	
  are	
  afforded	
  due	
  process.	
  Grounds	
  for	
  suspension	
  and	
  expulsion	
  and	
  all	
  rights	
  afforded	
  in	
  that	
  
process	
  will	
  be	
  included	
  in	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  “Suspension/Expulsion	
  Policy”	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  
Gateway	
  Parent/Student	
  Handbook	
  and	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Code	
  of	
  Conduct	
  (Please	
  see	
  Appendix	
  L).	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  discipline	
  procedures	
  for	
  Special	
  Education	
  students	
  complies	
  with	
  all	
  
applicable	
  federal	
  and	
  state	
  regulations	
  and	
  procedures	
  that	
  are	
  specific	
  to	
  Special	
  Education	
  students.	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  a	
  student	
  commits	
  an	
  offense	
  that	
  has	
  been	
  predetermined	
  by	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  to	
  necessitate	
  
a	
  recommendation	
  for	
  expulsion	
  from	
  the	
  School,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  uses	
  the	
  following	
  suspension	
  
and	
  expulsion	
  procedures:	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Suspension/Expulsion	
  Policy	
  

The	
  Gateway	
  Pupil	
  Suspension	
  and	
  Expulsion	
  Policy	
  has	
  been	
  established	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  promote	
  learning	
  
and	
  protect	
  the	
  safety	
  and	
  well	
  being	
  of	
  all	
  students.	
  In	
  creating	
  this	
  policy,	
  Gateway	
  has	
  reviewed	
  
Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  48900	
  et	
  seq.,	
  which	
  describes	
  the	
  noncharter	
  schools’	
  list	
  of	
  offenses	
  and	
  
procedures	
  to	
  establish	
  its	
  list	
  of	
  offenses	
  and	
  procedures	
  for	
  suspensions	
  and	
  expulsions.	
  The	
  language	
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that	
  follows	
  closely	
  mirrors	
  the	
  language	
  of	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  48900	
  et	
  seq.	
  Gateway	
  is	
  committed	
  
to	
  annual	
  review	
  of	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  surrounding	
  suspensions	
  and	
  expulsions	
  and,	
  as	
  necessary,	
  
modification	
  of	
  the	
  lists	
  of	
  offenses	
  for	
  which	
  students	
  are	
  subject	
  to	
  suspension	
  or	
  expulsion.	
  

When	
  the	
  Policy	
  is	
  violated,	
  it	
  may	
  be	
  necessary	
  to	
  suspend	
  or	
  expel	
  a	
  student	
  from	
  regular	
  classroom	
  
instruction.	
  This	
  policy	
  shall	
  serve	
  as	
  Gateway’s	
  policy	
  and	
  procedures	
  for	
  student	
  suspension	
  and	
  
expulsion	
  and	
  it	
  may	
  be	
  amended	
  from	
  time	
  to	
  time	
  without	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  amend	
  the	
  charter	
  so	
  long	
  as	
  
the	
  amendments	
  comport	
  with	
  legal	
  requirements.	
  

Staff	
  shall	
  enforce	
  disciplinary	
  rules	
  and	
  procedures	
  fairly	
  and	
  consistently	
  amongst	
  all	
  students.	
  This	
  
Policy	
  and	
  its	
  Administrative	
  Procedures	
  is	
  printed	
  and	
  distributed	
  as	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  Gateway	
  
Parent/Student	
  Handbook	
  and	
  clearly	
  describes	
  discipline	
  expectations.	
  

Disciplinary	
  action	
  includes	
  but	
  is	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  advising	
  and	
  counseling	
  students,	
  conferring	
  with	
  
parents/guardians,	
  detention	
  during	
  and	
  after	
  school	
  hours,	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  alternative	
  educational	
  
environments,	
  community	
  service,	
  suspension,	
  and	
  expulsion.	
  

Corporal	
  punishment	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  disciplinary	
  measure	
  against	
  any	
  student.	
  Corporal	
  
punishment	
  includes	
  the	
  willful	
  infliction	
  of,	
  or	
  willfully	
  causing	
  the	
  infliction	
  of,	
  physical	
  pain	
  on	
  a	
  
student.	
  For	
  purposes	
  of	
  the	
  policy,	
  corporal	
  punishment	
  does	
  not	
  include	
  an	
  employee’s	
  use	
  of	
  force	
  
that	
  is	
  reasonable	
  and	
  necessary	
  to	
  protect	
  the	
  employee,	
  students,	
  staff	
  or	
  other	
  persons	
  or	
  to	
  prevent	
  
damage	
  to	
  School	
  property.	
  

The	
  Principal	
  or	
  her/his	
  designee	
  shall	
  ensure	
  that	
  students	
  and	
  their	
  parents/guardians	
  are	
  notified	
  in	
  
writing	
  upon	
  enrollment	
  of	
  all	
  discipline	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures.	
  The	
  notice	
  shall	
  state	
  that	
  this	
  Policy	
  
and	
  Administrative	
  Procedures	
  are	
  available	
  on	
  request	
  at	
  the	
  Principal’s	
  office.	
  

Suspended	
  or	
  expelled	
  students	
  shall	
  be	
  excluded	
  from	
  all	
  school	
  and	
  school-­‐related	
  activities	
  unless	
  
otherwise	
  agreed	
  during	
  the	
  period	
  of	
  suspension	
  or	
  expulsion.	
  

A	
  student	
  identified	
  as	
  an	
  individual	
  with	
  disabilities	
  or	
  for	
  whom	
  the	
  School	
  has	
  a	
  basis	
  of	
  knowledge	
  of	
  
a	
  suspected	
  disability	
  pursuant	
  to	
  the	
  Individuals	
  with	
  Disabilities	
  in	
  Education	
  Act	
  (“IDEA”)	
  or	
  who	
  is	
  
qualified	
  for	
  services	
  under	
  Section	
  504	
  of	
  the	
  Rehabilitation	
  Act	
  of	
  1973	
  (Section	
  504)	
  is	
  subject	
  to	
  the	
  
same	
  grounds	
  for	
  suspension	
  and	
  expulsion	
  and	
  is	
  accorded	
  the	
  same	
  due	
  process	
  procedures	
  
applicable	
  to	
  regular	
  education	
  students	
  except	
  when	
  federal	
  and	
  state	
  law	
  mandates	
  additional	
  or	
  
different	
  procedures.	
  The	
  School	
  will	
  follow	
  Section	
  504	
  of	
  the	
  Rehabilitation	
  Act,	
  Individuals	
  with	
  
Disabilities	
  in	
  Education	
  Act	
  (IDEA),	
  the	
  Americans	
  with	
  Disabilities	
  Act	
  (ADA)	
  of	
  1990	
  and	
  all	
  federal	
  and	
  
state	
  laws	
  when	
  imposing	
  any	
  form	
  of	
  discipline	
  on	
  a	
  student	
  identified	
  as	
  an	
  individual	
  with	
  disabilities	
  
or	
  for	
  whom	
  the	
  School	
  has	
  a	
  basis	
  of	
  knowledge	
  of	
  a	
  suspected	
  disability	
  or	
  who	
  is	
  otherwise	
  qualified	
  
for	
  such	
  services	
  or	
  protections	
  in	
  according	
  due	
  process	
  to	
  such	
  students

Administrative	
  Procedures	
  For	
  Pupil	
  Suspension	
  And	
  Expulsion	
  

A.	
  Definitions	
  (as	
  used	
  in	
  this	
  policy)	
  

1) “Board”	
  means	
  governing	
  body	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  
2) “Expulsion”	
  means	
  disenrollment	
  from	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  
3) “Schoolday”	
  means	
  a	
  day	
  upon	
  which	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
   in	
  session	
  or	
  weekdays	
  during	
  

the	
  summer	
  recess.	
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4) “Suspension”	
   means	
   removal	
   of	
   a	
   pupil	
   from	
   ongoing	
   instruction	
   for	
   adjustment	
   purposes.	
  
However,	
  “suspension”	
  does	
  not	
  mean	
  the	
  following:	
  

a) Reassignment	
  to	
  another	
  education	
  program	
  or	
  class	
  at	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  where	
  the	
  pupil	
  
will	
  receive	
  continuing	
  instruction	
  for	
  the	
  length	
  of	
  day	
  prescribed	
  by	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Board	
  for	
  
pupils	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  grade	
  level.	
  

b) Referral	
  to	
  a	
  certificated	
  employee	
  designated	
  by	
  the	
  Principal	
  to	
  advise	
  pupils.	
  
c) Removal	
  from	
  the	
  class	
  but	
  without	
  reassignment	
  to	
  another	
  class	
  for	
  the	
  remainder	
  of	
  the	
  

class	
  period	
  without	
  sending	
  the	
  pupil	
  to	
  the	
  Principal	
  or	
  designee.	
  

5) “Pupil”	
  includes	
  a	
  pupil’s	
  parent	
  or	
  guardian	
  or	
  legal	
  counsel	
  or	
  other	
  representative.	
  

6) “School”	
  means	
  the	
  Charter	
  School,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  

B.	
  	
  Grounds	
  for	
  Suspension	
  and	
  Expulsion	
  of	
  Students	
  

A	
  student	
  may	
  be	
  suspended	
  or	
  expelled	
  for	
  prohibited	
  misconduct	
  as	
  defined	
  herein	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  
Parent/Student	
  Handbook	
   if	
  the	
  act	
  is	
  related	
  to	
  school	
  activity	
  or	
  school	
  attendance	
  occurring	
  
at	
   the	
  School	
  or	
  at	
  any	
  other	
   school	
  or	
  a	
  School-­‐sponsored	
  event	
  or	
  another	
   location.	
  A	
  Pupil	
  
may	
  be	
  suspended	
  or	
  expelled	
  for	
  acts	
  that	
  are	
  enumerated	
  below	
  and	
  related	
  to	
  school	
  activity	
  
or	
  attendance	
  that	
  occur	
  at	
  any	
  time	
  including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to:	
  a)	
  while	
  on	
  School	
  grounds;	
  b)	
  
while	
  going	
  to	
  or	
  coming	
  from	
  School;	
  c)	
  during	
  the	
  lunch	
  period,	
  whether	
  on	
  or	
  off	
  the	
  School	
  
campus;	
  d)	
  during,	
  going	
  to,	
  or	
  coming	
  from	
  a	
  School-­‐sponsored	
  activity.	
  

C.	
  	
  Enumerated	
  Offenses	
  

1) Discretionary	
  Suspension	
  Offenses.	
  Students	
  may	
  be	
  suspended	
  for	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  acts	
  
when	
  it	
  is	
  determined	
  the	
  pupil:	
  

	
  
a) Caused,	
  attempted	
  to	
  cause,	
  or	
  threatened	
  to	
  cause	
  physical	
  injury	
  to	
  another	
  person.	
  
	
  
b) Willfully	
  used	
  force	
  or	
  violence	
  upon	
  the	
  person	
  of	
  another,	
  except	
  self-­‐defense.	
  
	
  
c) Unlawfully	
  possessed,	
  used,	
  sold	
  or	
  otherwise	
  furnished,	
  or	
  was	
  under	
  the	
  influence	
  of	
  any	
  

controlled	
   substance,	
   as	
   defined	
   in	
   Health	
   and	
   Safety	
   Code	
   11053-­‐11058,	
   alcoholic	
  
beverage,	
  or	
  intoxicant	
  of	
  any	
  kind.	
  

	
  
d) Unlawfully	
   offered,	
   arranged,	
   or	
   negotiated	
   to	
   sell	
   any	
   controlled	
   substance	
   as	
   defined	
   in	
  

Health	
  and	
  Safety	
  Code	
  Sections	
  11053-­‐11058,	
  alcoholic	
  beverage	
  or	
  intoxicant	
  of	
  any	
  kind,	
  
and	
  then	
  sold,	
  delivered	
  or	
  otherwise	
  furnished	
  to	
  any	
  person	
  another	
   liquid	
  substance	
  or	
  
material	
  and	
  represented	
  same	
  as	
  controlled	
  substance,	
  alcoholic	
  beverage	
  or	
  intoxicant.	
  

	
  
e) Committed	
  or	
  attempted	
  to	
  commit	
  robbery	
  or	
  extortion.	
  
	
  
f) Caused	
  or	
  attempted	
  to	
  cause	
  damage	
  to	
  school	
  property	
  or	
  private	
  property.	
  
	
  
g) Stole	
  or	
  attempted	
  to	
  steal	
  school	
  property	
  or	
  private	
  property.	
  
	
  
h) Possessed	
  or	
  used	
   tobacco	
  or	
  products	
   containing	
   tobacco	
  or	
  nicotine	
  products,	
   including	
  

but	
  not	
   limited	
   to	
   cigars,	
   cigarettes,	
  miniature	
   cigars,	
   clove	
   cigarettes,	
   smokeless	
   tobacco,	
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snuff,	
   chew	
   packets	
   and	
   betel.	
   This	
   section	
   does	
   not	
   prohibit	
   the	
   use	
   of	
   his	
   or	
   her	
   own	
  
prescription	
  products	
  by	
  a	
  pupil.	
  

	
  
i) Committed	
  an	
  obscene	
  act	
  or	
  engaged	
  in	
  habitual	
  profanity	
  or	
  vulgarity.	
  
	
  
j) Unlawfully	
   possessed	
   or	
   unlawfully	
   offered,	
   arranged,	
   or	
   negotiated	
   to	
   sell	
   any	
   drug	
  

paraphernalia,	
  as	
  defined	
  in	
  Health	
  and	
  Safety	
  Code	
  Section	
  11014.5.	
  
	
  
k) Disrupted	
   school	
   activities	
   or	
   otherwise	
  willfully	
   defied	
   the	
   valid	
   authority	
   of	
   supervisors,	
  

teachers,	
   administrators,	
   other	
   school	
   officials,	
   or	
   other	
   school	
   personnel	
   engaged	
   in	
   the	
  
performance	
  of	
  their	
  duties.	
  

	
  
l) Knowingly	
  received	
  stolen	
  school	
  property	
  or	
  private	
  property.	
  
	
  
m) Possessed	
  an	
   imitation	
  firearm,	
   i.e.:	
  a	
  replica	
  of	
  a	
   firearm	
  that	
   is	
  so	
  substantially	
  similar	
   in	
  

physical	
  properties	
   to	
  an	
  existing	
   firearm	
  as	
   to	
   lead	
  a	
   reasonable	
  person	
   to	
   conclude	
   that	
  
the	
  replica	
  is	
  a	
  firearm.	
  

	
  
n) Committed	
  or	
  attempted	
  to	
  commit	
  a	
  sexual	
  assault	
  as	
  defined	
  in	
  Penal	
  Code	
  Sections	
  261,	
  

266c,	
  286,	
  288,	
  288a	
  or	
  289,	
  or	
  committed	
  a	
  sexual	
  battery	
  as	
  defined	
  in	
  Penal	
  Code	
  Section	
  
243.4.	
  

	
  
o) Harassed,	
  threatened,	
  or	
  intimidated	
  a	
  student	
  who	
  is	
  a	
  complaining	
  witness	
  or	
  witness	
  in	
  a	
  

school	
   disciplinary	
   proceeding	
   for	
   the	
   purpose	
   of	
   preventing	
   that	
   student	
   from	
   being	
   a	
  
witness	
  and/or	
  retaliating	
  against	
  that	
  student	
  for	
  being	
  a	
  witness.	
  

	
  
p) Unlawfully	
  offered,	
  arranged	
  to	
  sell,	
  negotiated	
  to	
  sell,	
  or	
  sold	
  the	
  prescription	
  drug	
  Soma.	
  
	
  
q) Engaged	
  in,	
  or	
  attempted	
  to	
  engage	
  in	
  hazing.	
  For	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  this	
  subdivision,	
  “hazing”	
  

means	
  a	
  method	
  of	
  initiation	
  or	
  pre-­‐initiation	
  into	
  a	
  pupil	
  organization	
  or	
  body,	
  whether	
  or	
  
not	
   the	
  organization	
  or	
  body	
   is	
  officially	
   recognized	
  by	
  an	
  educational	
   institution,	
  which	
   is	
  
likely	
  to	
  cause	
  serious	
  bodily	
  injury	
  or	
  personal	
  degradation	
  or	
  disgrace	
  resulting	
  in	
  physical	
  
or	
   mental	
   harm	
   to	
   a	
   former,	
   current,	
   or	
   prospective	
   pupil.	
   For	
   purposes	
   of	
   this	
   section,	
  
“hazing”	
  does	
  not	
  include	
  athletic	
  events	
  or	
  school-­‐sanctioned	
  events.	
  

	
  
r) Made	
  terroristic	
  threats	
  against	
  school	
  officials	
  and/or	
  school	
  property.	
  For	
  purposes	
  of	
  this	
  

section,	
  “terroristic	
  threat”	
  shall	
  include	
  any	
  statement,	
  whether	
  written	
  or	
  oral,	
  by	
  a	
  person	
  
who	
  willfully	
  threatens	
  to	
  commit	
  a	
  crime	
  which	
  will	
   result	
   in	
  death,	
  great	
  bodily	
   injury	
  to	
  
another	
  person,	
   or	
   property	
   damage	
   in	
   excess	
   of	
   one	
   thousand	
  dollars	
   ($1,000),	
  with	
   the	
  
specific	
   intent	
   that	
   the	
   statement	
   is	
   to	
   be	
   taken	
   as	
   a	
   threat,	
   even	
   if	
   there	
   is	
   no	
   intent	
   of	
  
actually	
  carrying	
  it	
  out,	
  which,	
  on	
  its	
  face	
  and	
  under	
  the	
  circumstances	
  in	
  which	
  it	
  is	
  made,	
  is	
  
so	
   unequivocal,	
   unconditional,	
   immediate,	
   and	
   specific	
   as	
   to	
   convey	
   to	
   the	
   person	
  
threatened,	
  a	
  gravity	
  of	
  purpose	
  and	
  an	
  immediate	
  prospect	
  of	
  execution	
  of	
  the	
  threat,	
  and	
  
thereby	
  causes	
  that	
  person	
  reasonably	
  to	
  be	
   in	
  sustained	
  fear	
  for	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  own	
  safety	
  or	
  
for	
   his	
   or	
   her	
   immediate	
   family’s	
   safety,	
   or	
   for	
   the	
   protection	
   of	
   school	
   property,	
   or	
   the	
  
personal	
  property	
  of	
  the	
  person	
  threatened	
  or	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  immediate	
  family.	
  

	
  
s) Committed	
   sexual	
   harassment,	
   as	
   defined	
   in	
   Education	
   Code	
   Section	
   212.5.	
   For	
   the	
  

purposes	
  of	
   this	
   section,	
   the	
   conduct	
  described	
   in	
   Section	
  212.5	
  must	
  be	
  considered	
  by	
  a	
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reasonable	
  person	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  gender	
  as	
  the	
  victim	
  to	
  be	
  sufficiently	
  severe	
  or	
  pervasive	
  to	
  
have	
   a	
   negative	
   impact	
   upon	
   the	
   individual’s	
   academic	
   performance	
   or	
   to	
   create	
   an	
  
intimidating,	
  hostile,	
  or	
  offensive	
  educational	
  environment.	
  This	
  section	
  shall	
  apply	
  to	
  pupils	
  
in	
  any	
  of	
  grades	
  4	
  to	
  12,	
  inclusive.	
  

	
  
t) Caused,	
  attempted	
  to	
  cause,	
  threatened	
  to	
  cause	
  or	
  participated	
  in	
  an	
  act	
  of	
  hate	
  violence,	
  

as	
  defined	
  in	
  subdivision	
  (e)	
  of	
  Section	
  233	
  of	
  the	
  Education	
  Code.	
  This	
  section	
  shall	
  apply	
  to	
  
pupils	
  in	
  any	
  of	
  grades	
  4	
  to	
  12,	
  inclusive.	
  

	
  
u) Intentionally	
   harassed,	
   threatened	
   or	
   intimidated	
   a	
   student	
   or	
   group	
   of	
   students	
   to	
   the	
  

extent	
   of	
   having	
   the	
   actual	
   and	
   reasonably	
   expected	
   effect	
   of	
   materially	
   disrupting	
   class	
  
work,	
  creating	
  substantial	
  disorder	
  and	
  invading	
  student	
  rights	
  by	
  creating	
  an	
  intimidating	
  or	
  
hostile	
  educational	
  environment.	
  This	
  section	
  shall	
  apply	
  to	
  pupils	
  in	
  any	
  of	
  grades	
  4	
  to	
  12,	
  
inclusive.	
  

	
  
v) Engaged	
  in	
  an	
  act	
  of	
  bullying,	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to,	
  bullying	
  committed	
  by	
  means	
  of	
  

an	
  electronic	
  act.	
  	
  
	
  

i. “Bullying”	
  means	
   any	
   severe	
   or	
   pervasive	
   physical	
   or	
   verbal	
   act	
   or	
   conduct,	
   including	
  
communications	
  made	
  in	
  writing	
  or	
  by	
  means	
  of	
  an	
  electronic	
  act,	
  and	
  including	
  one	
  or	
  
more	
  acts	
  committed	
  by	
  a	
  student	
  or	
  group	
  of	
  students	
  which	
  would	
  be	
  deemed	
  hate	
  
violence	
  or	
  harassment,	
  threats,	
  or	
  intimidation,	
  which	
  are	
  directed	
  toward	
  one	
  or	
  more	
  
students	
  that	
  has	
  or	
  can	
  be	
  reasonably	
  predicted	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  effect	
  of	
  one	
  or	
  more	
  of	
  
the	
  following:	
  

	
  
1. Placing	
  a	
  reasonable	
  student	
  (defined	
  as	
  a	
  student,	
  including,	
  but	
  is	
  not	
  limited	
  to,	
  a	
  

student	
  with	
  exceptional	
  needs,	
  who	
  exercises	
  average	
  care,	
  skill,	
  and	
  judgment	
   in	
  
conduct	
   for	
   a	
   person	
   of	
   his	
   or	
   her	
   age,	
   or	
   for	
   a	
   person	
   of	
   his	
   or	
   her	
   age	
   with	
  
exceptional	
  needs)	
  or	
  students	
  in	
  fear	
  of	
  harm	
  to	
  that	
  student’s	
  or	
  those	
  students’	
  
person	
  or	
  property.	
  

2. Causing	
  a	
  reasonable	
  student	
  to	
  experience	
  a	
  substantially	
  detrimental	
  effect	
  on	
  his	
  
or	
  her	
  physical	
  or	
  mental	
  health.	
  

3. Causing	
  a	
  reasonable	
  student	
  to	
  experience	
  substantial	
  interference	
  with	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  
academic	
  performance.	
  

4. Causing	
  a	
  reasonable	
  student	
  to	
  experience	
  substantial	
  interference	
  with	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  
ability	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  or	
  benefit	
  from	
  the	
  services,	
  activities,	
  or	
  privileges	
  provided	
  
by	
  the	
  Charter	
  School.	
  
	
  

ii. “Electronic	
  Act”	
  means	
  the	
  transmission	
  by	
  means	
  of	
  an	
  electronic	
  device,	
  including,	
  but	
  
not	
   limited	
   to,	
   a	
   telephone,	
   wireless	
   telephone,	
   or	
   other	
   wireless	
   communication	
  
device,	
  computer,	
  or	
  pager,	
  of	
  a	
  communication,	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to,	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  
following:	
  
1. A	
  message,	
  text,	
  sound,	
  or	
  image.	
  
2. A	
  post	
  on	
  a	
  social	
  network	
  Internet	
  Web	
  site	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to:	
  

a. Posting	
  to	
  or	
  creating	
  a	
  burn	
  page.	
  A	
  “burn	
  page”	
  means	
  an	
   Internet	
  Web	
  site	
  
created	
   for	
   the	
   purpose	
   of	
   having	
   one	
   or	
   more	
   of	
   the	
   effects	
   as	
   listed	
   in	
  
subparagraph	
  (1)	
  above.	
  

b. Creating	
   a	
   credible	
   impersonation	
   of	
   another	
   actual	
   pupil	
   for	
   the	
   purpose	
   of	
  
having	
   one	
   or	
  more	
   of	
   the	
   effects	
   listed	
   in	
   subparagraph	
   (1)	
   above.	
   “Credible	
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impersonation”	
  means	
   to	
   knowingly	
   and	
  without	
   consent	
   impersonate	
  a	
  pupil	
  
for	
   the	
   purpose	
   of	
   bullying	
   the	
   pupil	
   and	
   such	
   that	
   another	
   pupil	
   would	
  
reasonably	
  believe,	
  or	
  has	
  reasonably	
  believed,	
  that	
  the	
  pupil	
  was	
  or	
  is	
  the	
  pupil	
  
who	
  was	
  impersonated.	
  

c. Creating	
   a	
   false	
   profile	
   for	
   the	
   purpose	
   of	
   having	
   one	
   or	
  more	
   of	
   the	
   effects	
  
listed	
   in	
   subparagraph	
   (1)	
   above.	
   “False	
  profile”	
  means	
  a	
  profile	
  of	
   a	
   fictitious	
  
pupil	
  or	
  a	
  profile	
  using	
   the	
   likeness	
  or	
  attributes	
  of	
  an	
  actual	
  pupil	
  other	
   than	
  
the	
  pupil	
  who	
  created	
  the	
  false	
  profile.	
  

3. Notwithstanding	
   subparagraphs	
   (1)	
   and	
   (2)	
   above,	
   an	
   electronic	
   act	
   shall	
   not	
  
constitute	
  pervasive	
  conduct	
  solely	
  on	
  the	
  basis	
  that	
  it	
  has	
  been	
  transmitted	
  on	
  the	
  
Internet	
  or	
  is	
  currently	
  posted	
  on	
  the	
  Internet.	
  

	
  
w) A	
   pupil	
   who	
   aids	
   or	
   abets,	
   as	
   defined	
   in	
   Section	
   31	
   of	
   the	
   Penal	
   Code,	
   the	
   infliction	
   or	
  

attempted	
  infliction	
  of	
  physical	
  injury	
  to	
  another	
  person	
  may	
  be	
  subject	
  to	
  suspension,	
  but	
  
not	
   expulsion,	
   except	
   that	
   a	
   pupil	
   who	
   has	
   been	
   adjudged	
   by	
   a	
   juvenile	
   court	
   to	
   have	
  
committed,	
  as	
  an	
  aider	
  and	
  abettor,	
  a	
  crime	
  of	
  physical	
  violence	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  victim	
  suffered	
  
great	
   bodily	
   injury	
   or	
   serious	
   bodily	
   injury	
   shall	
   be	
   subject	
   to	
   discipline	
   pursuant	
   to	
  
subdivision	
  (1).	
  

	
  
x) Possessed,	
   sold,	
   or	
  otherwise	
   furnished	
  any	
   knife	
  unless,	
   in	
   the	
   case	
  of	
   possession	
  of	
   any	
  

object	
  of	
  this	
  type,	
  the	
  student	
  had	
  obtained	
  written	
  permission	
  to	
  possess	
  the	
  item	
  from	
  a	
  
certificated	
  school	
  employee,	
  with	
  the	
  Principal	
  or	
  designee’s	
  concurrence.	
  

	
  
2) Non-­‐Discretionary	
  Suspension	
  Offenses:	
  Students	
  must	
  be	
  suspended	
  and	
  recommended	
  for	
  

expulsion	
  for	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  acts	
  when	
  it	
  is	
  determined	
  the	
  pupil:	
  
	
  

a) Possessed,	
   sold,	
   or	
   otherwise	
   furnished	
   any	
   firearm,	
   explosive,	
   or	
   other	
   dangerous	
  object	
  
unless,	
   in	
   the	
   case	
   of	
   possession	
   of	
   any	
   object	
   of	
   this	
   type,	
   the	
   students	
   had	
   obtained	
  
written	
   permission	
   to	
   possess	
   the	
   item	
   from	
   a	
   certificated	
   school	
   employee,	
   with	
   the	
  
Principal	
  or	
  designee’s	
  concurrence.	
  

	
  
3) Discretionary	
  Expellable	
  Offenses:	
  	
  Students	
  may	
  be	
  recommended	
  for	
  expulsion	
  for	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  

following	
  acts	
  when	
  it	
  is	
  determined	
  the	
  pupil:	
  
	
  

a) Caused,	
  attempted	
  to	
  cause,	
  or	
  threatened	
  to	
  cause	
  physical	
  injury	
  to	
  another	
  person.	
  
	
  
b) 	
  Willfully	
  used	
  force	
  or	
  violence	
  upon	
  the	
  person	
  of	
  another,	
  except	
  self-­‐defense.	
  
	
  
c) Unlawfully	
  possessed,	
  used,	
  sold	
  or	
  otherwise	
  furnished,	
  or	
  was	
  under	
  the	
  influence	
  of	
  any	
  

controlled	
  substance,	
  as	
  defined	
  in	
  Health	
  and	
  Safety	
  Code	
  Sections	
  11053-­‐11058,	
  alcoholic	
  
beverage,	
  or	
  intoxicant	
  of	
  any	
  kind.	
  

	
  
d) Unlawfully	
   offered,	
   arranged,	
   or	
   negotiated	
   to	
   sell	
   any	
   controlled	
   substance	
   as	
   defined	
   in	
  

Health	
  and	
  Safety	
  Code	
  Sections	
  11053-­‐11058,	
  alcoholic	
  beverage	
  or	
  intoxicant	
  of	
  any	
  kind,	
  
and	
  then	
  sold,	
  delivered	
  or	
  otherwise	
  furnished	
  to	
  any	
  person	
  another	
   liquid	
  substance	
  or	
  
material	
  and	
  represented	
  same	
  as	
  controlled	
  substance,	
  alcoholic	
  beverage	
  or	
  intoxicant.	
  

	
  
e) Committed	
  or	
  attempted	
  to	
  commit	
  robbery	
  or	
  extortion.	
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f) Caused	
  or	
  attempted	
  to	
  cause	
  damage	
  to	
  school	
  property	
  or	
  private	
  property.	
  
	
  
g) Stole	
  or	
  attempted	
  to	
  steal	
  school	
  property	
  or	
  private	
  property.	
  
	
  
h) Possessed	
  or	
  used	
   tobacco	
  or	
  products	
   containing	
   tobacco	
  or	
  nicotine	
  products,	
   including	
  

but	
  not	
   limited	
   to	
   cigars,	
   cigarettes,	
  miniature	
   cigars,	
   clove	
   cigarettes,	
   smokeless	
   tobacco,	
  
snuff,	
   chew	
   packets	
   and	
   betel.	
   This	
   section	
   does	
   not	
   prohibit	
   the	
   use	
   of	
   his	
   or	
   her	
   own	
  
prescription	
  products	
  by	
  a	
  pupil.	
  

	
  
i) Committed	
  an	
  obscene	
  act	
  or	
  engaged	
  in	
  habitual	
  profanity	
  or	
  vulgarity.	
  
	
  
j) Unlawfully	
   possessed	
   or	
   unlawfully	
   offered,	
   arranged,	
   or	
   negotiated	
   to	
   sell	
   any	
   drug	
  

paraphernalia,	
  as	
  defined	
  in	
  Health	
  and	
  Safety	
  Code	
  Section	
  11014.5.	
  
	
  
k) Disrupted	
   school	
   activities	
   or	
   otherwise	
  willfully	
   defied	
   the	
   valid	
   authority	
   of	
   supervisors,	
  

teachers,	
   administrators,	
   other	
   school	
   officials,	
   or	
   other	
   school	
   personnel	
   engaged	
   in	
   the	
  
performance	
  of	
  their	
  duties.	
  

	
  
l) Knowingly	
  received	
  stolen	
  school	
  property	
  or	
  private	
  property.	
  
	
  
m) Possessed	
  an	
   imitation	
  firearm,	
   i.e.:	
  a	
  replica	
  of	
  a	
   firearm	
  that	
   is	
  so	
  substantially	
  similar	
   in	
  

physical	
  properties	
   to	
  an	
  existing	
   firearm	
  as	
   to	
   lead	
  a	
   reasonable	
  person	
   to	
   conclude	
   that	
  
the	
  replica	
  is	
  a	
  firearm.	
  

	
  
n) Committed	
  or	
  attempted	
  to	
  commit	
  a	
  sexual	
  assault	
  as	
  defined	
  in	
  Penal	
  Code	
  Sections	
  261,	
  

266c,	
  286,	
  288,	
  288a	
  or	
  289,	
  or	
  committed	
  a	
  sexual	
  battery	
  as	
  defined	
  in	
  Penal	
  Code	
  Section	
  
243.4.	
  

	
  
o) Harassed,	
  threatened,	
  or	
  intimidated	
  a	
  student	
  who	
  is	
  a	
  complaining	
  witness	
  or	
  witness	
  in	
  a	
  

school	
   disciplinary	
   proceeding	
   for	
   the	
   purpose	
   of	
   preventing	
   that	
   student	
   from	
   being	
   a	
  
witness	
  and/or	
  retaliating	
  against	
  that	
  student	
  for	
  being	
  a	
  witness.	
  

	
  
p) Unlawfully	
  offered,	
  arranged	
  to	
  sell,	
  negotiated	
  to	
  sell,	
  or	
  sold	
  the	
  prescription	
  drug	
  Soma.	
  
	
  
q) Engaged	
  in,	
  or	
  attempted	
  to	
  engage	
  in	
  hazing.	
  For	
  the	
  purposes	
  of	
  this	
  subdivision,	
  “hazing”	
  

means	
  a	
  method	
  of	
   initiation	
  or	
  preinitiation	
  into	
  a	
  pupil	
  organization	
  or	
  body,	
  whether	
  or	
  
not	
   the	
  organization	
  or	
  body	
   is	
  officially	
   recognized	
  by	
  an	
  educational	
   institution,	
  which	
   is	
  
likely	
  to	
  cause	
  serious	
  bodily	
  injury	
  or	
  personal	
  degradation	
  or	
  disgrace	
  resulting	
  in	
  physical	
  
or	
   mental	
   harm	
   to	
   a	
   former,	
   current,	
   or	
   prospective	
   pupil.	
   For	
   purposes	
   of	
   this	
   section,	
  
“hazing”	
  does	
  not	
  include	
  athletic	
  events	
  or	
  school-­‐sanctioned	
  events.	
  

	
  
r) Made	
  terroristic	
  threats	
  against	
  school	
  officials	
  and/or	
  school	
  property.	
  For	
  purposes	
  of	
  this	
  

section,	
  “terroristic	
  threat”	
  shall	
  include	
  any	
  statement,	
  whether	
  written	
  or	
  oral,	
  by	
  a	
  person	
  
who	
  willfully	
  threatens	
  to	
  commit	
  a	
  crime	
  which	
  will	
   result	
   in	
  death,	
  great	
  bodily	
   injury	
  to	
  
another	
  person,	
   or	
   property	
   damage	
   in	
   excess	
   of	
   one	
   thousand	
  dollars	
   ($1,000),	
  with	
   the	
  
specific	
   intent	
   that	
   the	
   statement	
   is	
   to	
   be	
   taken	
   as	
   a	
   threat,	
   even	
   if	
   there	
   is	
   no	
   intent	
   of	
  
actually	
  carrying	
  it	
  out,	
  which,	
  on	
  its	
  face	
  and	
  under	
  the	
  circumstances	
  in	
  which	
  it	
  is	
  made,	
  is	
  
so	
   unequivocal,	
   unconditional,	
   immediate,	
   and	
   specific	
   as	
   to	
   convey	
   to	
   the	
   person	
  
threatened,	
  a	
  gravity	
  of	
  purpose	
  and	
  an	
  immediate	
  prospect	
  of	
  execution	
  of	
  the	
  threat,	
  and	
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thereby	
  causes	
  that	
  person	
  reasonably	
  to	
  be	
   in	
  sustained	
  fear	
  for	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  own	
  safety	
  or	
  
for	
   his	
   or	
   her	
   immediate	
   family’s	
   safety,	
   or	
   for	
   the	
   protection	
   of	
   school	
   property,	
   or	
   the	
  
personal	
  property	
  of	
  the	
  person	
  threatened	
  or	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  immediate	
  family.	
  

	
  
s) Committed	
   sexual	
   harassment,	
   as	
   defined	
   in	
   Education	
   Code	
   Section	
   212.5.	
   For	
   the	
  

purposes	
  of	
   this	
   section,	
   the	
   conduct	
  described	
   in	
   Section	
  212.5	
  must	
  be	
   considered	
  by	
  a	
  
reasonable	
  person	
  of	
  the	
  same	
  gender	
  as	
  the	
  victim	
  to	
  be	
  sufficiently	
  severe	
  or	
  pervasive	
  to	
  
have	
   a	
   negative	
   impact	
   upon	
   the	
   individual’s	
   academic	
   performance	
   or	
   to	
   create	
   an	
  
intimidating,	
  hostile,	
  or	
  offensive	
  educational	
  environment.	
  This	
  section	
  shall	
  apply	
  to	
  pupils	
  
in	
  any	
  of	
  grades	
  4	
  to	
  12,	
  inclusive.	
  

	
  
t) Caused,	
  attempted	
  to	
  cause,	
  threatened	
  to	
  cause	
  or	
  participated	
  in	
  an	
  act	
  of	
  hate	
  violence,	
  

as	
  defined	
  in	
  subdivision	
  (e)	
  of	
  Section	
  233	
  of	
  the	
  Education	
  Code.	
  This	
  section	
  shall	
  apply	
  to	
  
pupils	
  in	
  any	
  of	
  grades	
  4	
  to	
  12,	
  inclusive.	
  

	
  
u) Intentionally	
   harassed,	
   threatened	
   or	
   intimidated	
   a	
   student	
   or	
   group	
   of	
   students	
   to	
   the	
  

extent	
   of	
   having	
   the	
   actual	
   and	
   reasonably	
   expected	
   effect	
   of	
   materially	
   disrupting	
   class	
  
work,	
  creating	
  substantial	
  disorder	
  and	
  invading	
  student	
  rights	
  by	
  creating	
  an	
  intimidating	
  or	
  
hostile	
  educational	
  environment.	
  This	
  section	
  shall	
  apply	
  to	
  pupils	
  in	
  any	
  of	
  grades	
  4	
  to	
  12,	
  
inclusive.	
  

	
  
v) Engaged	
  in	
  an	
  act	
  of	
  bullying,	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to,	
  bullying	
  committed	
  by	
  means	
  of	
  

an	
  electronic	
  act.	
  	
  
	
  

i. “Bullying”	
  means	
  any	
  severe	
  or	
  pervasive	
  physical	
  or	
  verbal	
  act	
  or	
  conduct,	
  including	
  
communications	
  made	
  in	
  writing	
  or	
  by	
  means	
  of	
  an	
  electronic	
  act,	
  and	
  including	
  one	
  
or	
  more	
  acts	
  committed	
  by	
  a	
  student	
  or	
  group	
  of	
  students	
  which	
  would	
  be	
  deemed	
  
hate	
   violence	
   or	
   harassment,	
   threats,	
   or	
   intimidation,	
   which	
   are	
   directed	
   toward	
  
one	
  or	
  more	
  students	
  that	
  has	
  or	
  can	
  be	
  reasonably	
  predicted	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  effect	
  of	
  
one	
  or	
  more	
  of	
  the	
  following:	
  

	
  
1. Placing	
  a	
  reasonable	
  student	
  (defined	
  as	
  a	
  student,	
  including,	
  but	
  is	
  not	
  limited	
  

to,	
   a	
   student	
   with	
   exceptional	
   needs,	
   who	
   exercises	
   average	
   care,	
   skill,	
   and	
  
judgment	
  in	
  conduct	
  for	
  a	
  person	
  of	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  age,	
  or	
  for	
  a	
  person	
  of	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  
age	
   with	
   exceptional	
   needs)	
   or	
   students	
   in	
   fear	
   of	
   harm	
   to	
   that	
   student’s	
   or	
  
those	
  students’	
  person	
  or	
  property.	
  

2. Causing	
  a	
  reasonable	
  student	
  to	
  experience	
  a	
  substantially	
  detrimental	
  effect	
  on	
  
his	
  or	
  her	
  physical	
  or	
  mental	
  health.	
  

3. Causing	
  a	
  reasonable	
  student	
  to	
  experience	
  substantial	
  interference	
  with	
  his	
  or	
  
her	
  academic	
  performance.	
  

4. Causing	
  a	
  reasonable	
  student	
  to	
  experience	
  substantial	
  interference	
  with	
  his	
  or	
  
her	
  ability	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  or	
  benefit	
  from	
  the	
  services,	
  activities,	
  or	
  privileges	
  
provided	
  by	
  the	
  Charter	
  School.	
  

	
  
ii. “Electronic	
  Act”	
  means	
  the	
  transmission	
  by	
  means	
  of	
  an	
  electronic	
  device,	
  including,	
  

but	
   not	
   limited	
   to,	
   a	
   telephone,	
   wireless	
   telephone,	
   or	
   other	
   wireless	
  
communication	
  device,	
  computer,	
  or	
  pager,	
  of	
  a	
  communication,	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  
limited	
  to,	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  following:	
  
1. A	
  message,	
  text,	
  sound,	
  or	
  image.	
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2. A	
  post	
  on	
  a	
  social	
  network	
  Internet	
  Web	
  site	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to:	
  
a. Posting	
   to	
  or	
  creating	
  a	
  burn	
  page.	
  A	
  “burn	
  page”	
  means	
  an	
   Internet	
  Web	
  

site	
  created	
  for	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  having	
  one	
  or	
  more	
  of	
  the	
  effects	
  as	
  listed	
  in	
  
subparagraph	
  (1)	
  above.	
  

b. Creating	
  a	
  credible	
  impersonation	
  of	
  another	
  actual	
  pupil	
  for	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  
having	
   one	
   or	
   more	
   of	
   the	
   effects	
   listed	
   in	
   subparagraph	
   (1)	
   above.	
  
“Credible	
   impersonation”	
   means	
   to	
   knowingly	
   and	
   without	
   consent	
  
impersonate	
   a	
   pupil	
   for	
   the	
   purpose	
   of	
   bullying	
   the	
   pupil	
   and	
   such	
   that	
  
another	
   pupil	
   would	
   reasonably	
   believe,	
   or	
   has	
   reasonably	
   believed,	
   that	
  
the	
  pupil	
  was	
  or	
  is	
  the	
  pupil	
  who	
  was	
  impersonated.	
  

c. Creating	
  a	
  false	
  profile	
  for	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  having	
  one	
  or	
  more	
  of	
  the	
  effects	
  
listed	
   in	
   subparagraph	
   (1)	
   above.	
   “False	
   profile”	
   means	
   a	
   profile	
   of	
   a	
  
fictitious	
  pupil	
  or	
  a	
  profile	
  using	
  the	
  likeness	
  or	
  attributes	
  of	
  an	
  actual	
  pupil	
  
other	
  than	
  the	
  pupil	
  who	
  created	
  the	
  false	
  profile.	
  

3. Notwithstanding	
   subparagraphs	
   (1)	
   and	
   (2)	
   above,	
   an	
   electronic	
   act	
   shall	
   not	
  
constitute	
  pervasive	
  conduct	
  solely	
  on	
  the	
  basis	
  that	
  it	
  has	
  been	
  transmitted	
  on	
  
the	
  Internet	
  or	
  is	
  currently	
  posted	
  on	
  the	
  Internet.	
  
	
  

w) A	
   pupil	
   who	
   aids	
   or	
   abets,	
   as	
   defined	
   in	
   Section	
   31	
   of	
   the	
   Penal	
   Code,	
   the	
   infliction	
   or	
  
attempted	
  infliction	
  of	
  physical	
  injury	
  to	
  another	
  person	
  may	
  be	
  subject	
  to	
  suspension,	
  but	
  
not	
   expulsion,	
   except	
   that	
   a	
   pupil	
   who	
   has	
   been	
   adjudged	
   by	
   a	
   juvenile	
   court	
   to	
   have	
  
committed,	
  as	
  an	
  aider	
  and	
  abettor,	
  a	
  crime	
  of	
  physical	
  violence	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  victim	
  suffered	
  
great	
   bodily	
   injury	
   or	
   serious	
   bodily	
   injury	
   shall	
   be	
   subject	
   to	
   discipline	
   pursuant	
   to	
  
subdivision	
  (1).	
  

	
  
x) Possessed,	
   sold,	
   or	
  otherwise	
   furnished	
  any	
   knife	
  unless,	
   in	
   the	
   case	
  of	
   possession	
  of	
   any	
  

object	
  of	
  this	
  type,	
  the	
  student	
  had	
  obtained	
  written	
  permission	
  to	
  possess	
  the	
  item	
  from	
  a	
  
certificated	
  school	
  employee,	
  with	
  the	
  Principal	
  or	
  designee’s	
  concurrence.	
  

	
  
4) Non-­‐Discretionary	
  Expellable	
  Offenses:	
  Students	
  must	
  be	
  recommended	
  for	
  expulsion	
  for	
  any	
  of	
  

the	
  following	
  acts	
  when	
  it	
  is	
  determined	
  pursuant	
  to	
  the	
  procedures	
  below	
  that	
  the	
  pupil:	
  
	
  

a) Possessed,	
   sold,	
   or	
   otherwise	
   furnished	
   any	
   firearm,	
   explosive,	
   or	
   other	
   dangerous	
  object	
  
unless,	
   in	
   the	
   case	
   of	
   possession	
   of	
   any	
   object	
   of	
   this	
   type,	
   the	
   students	
   had	
   obtained	
  
written	
   permission	
   to	
   possess	
   the	
   item	
   from	
   a	
   certificated	
   school	
   employee,	
   with	
   the	
  
Principal	
  or	
  designee’s	
  concurrence.	
  
	
  
If	
   it	
   is	
   determined	
   by	
   the	
   Board	
   of	
   Directors	
   that	
   a	
   student	
   has	
   brought	
   a	
   fire	
   arm	
   or	
  
destructive	
   device,	
   as	
   defined	
   in	
   Section	
  921	
   of	
   Title	
   18	
   of	
   the	
  United	
   States	
   Code,	
   on	
   to	
  
campus	
  or	
  to	
  have	
  possessed	
  a	
  firearm	
  or	
  dangerous	
  device	
  on	
  campus,	
  the	
  student	
  shall	
  be	
  
expelled	
  for	
  one	
  year,	
  pursuant	
  to	
  the	
  Federal	
  Gun	
  Free	
  Schools	
  Act	
  of	
  1994.	
  

	
  
The	
  term	
  “firearm”	
  means	
  (A)	
  any	
  weapon	
  (including	
  a	
  starter	
  gun)	
  which	
  will	
  or	
  is	
  designed	
  
to	
  or	
  may	
   readily	
  be	
  converted	
   to	
  expel	
  a	
  projectile	
  by	
   the	
  action	
  of	
  an	
  explosive;	
   (B)	
   the	
  
frame	
  or	
  receiver	
  of	
  any	
  such	
  weapon;	
  (C)	
  any	
  firearm	
  muffler	
  or	
  firearm	
  silencer;	
  or	
  (D)	
  any	
  
destructive	
  device.	
  Such	
  term	
  does	
  not	
  include	
  an	
  antique	
  firearm.	
  

The	
  term	
  “destructive	
  device”	
  means	
  (A)	
  any	
  explosive,	
  incendiary,	
  or	
  poison	
  gas,	
  including	
  
but	
  not	
  limited	
  to:	
  (i)	
  bomb,	
  (ii)	
  grenade,	
  (iii)	
  rocket	
  having	
  a	
  propellant	
  charge	
  of	
  more	
  than	
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four	
  ounces,	
  (iv)	
  missile	
  having	
  an	
  explosive	
  or	
  incendiary	
  charge	
  of	
  more	
  than	
  one-­‐quarter	
  
ounce,	
   (v)	
   mine,	
   or	
   (vi)	
   device	
   similar	
   to	
   any	
   of	
   the	
   devices	
   described	
   in	
   the	
   preceding	
  
clauses.	
  

Alternatives	
  to	
  suspension	
  or	
  expulsion	
  will	
  first	
  be	
  attempted	
  with	
  students	
  who	
  are	
  truant,	
  
tardy,	
  or	
  otherwise	
  absent	
  from	
  assigned	
  school	
  activities.	
  

D.	
  	
  Suspension	
  Procedure	
  

	
   Suspensions	
  shall	
  be	
  initiated	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  following	
  procedures.	
  

1)	
  	
   Conference	
  

Suspension	
  shall	
  be	
  preceded,	
  if	
  possible,	
  by	
  a	
  conference	
  conducted	
  by	
  the	
  Principal	
  or	
  
her/his	
   designee	
   with	
   the	
   student	
   and	
   his	
   or	
   her	
   parent/guardian	
   and,	
   whenever	
  
practicable,	
  the	
  teacher,	
  supervisor	
  or	
  school	
  employee	
  who	
  referred	
  the	
  student	
  to	
  the	
  
Principal	
  or	
  her	
  designee.	
  

The	
   conference	
   may	
   be	
   omitted	
   if	
   the	
   Principal	
   or	
   designee	
   determines	
   that	
   an	
  
emergency	
   situation	
   exists.	
   An	
   “emergency	
   situation”	
   involves	
   a	
   clear	
   and	
   present	
  
danger	
   to	
   the	
   lives,	
   safety	
   or	
   health	
   of	
   students	
   or	
   School	
   personnel.	
   If	
   a	
   student	
   is	
  
suspended	
   without	
   this	
   conference,	
   both	
   the	
   parent/guardian	
   and	
   student	
   shall	
   be	
  
notified	
  of	
  the	
  student’s	
  right	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  school	
  for	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  a	
  conference.	
  

At	
  the	
  conference,	
  the	
  pupil	
  shall	
  be	
   informed	
  of	
  the	
  reason	
  for	
  the	
  disciplinary	
  action	
  
and	
  the	
  evidence	
  against	
  him	
  or	
  her	
  and	
  shall	
  be	
  given	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  present	
  his	
  or	
  
her	
  version	
  and	
  evidence	
  in	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  defense.	
  

This	
  conference	
  shall	
  be	
  held	
  within	
  two	
  school	
  days,	
  unless	
  the	
  pupil	
  waives	
  this	
  right	
  
or	
   is	
   physically	
   unable	
   to	
   attend	
   for	
   any	
   reason,	
   including,	
   but	
   not	
   limited	
   to	
  
incarceration	
  or	
  hospitalization.	
  

No	
  penalties	
  may	
  be	
  imposed	
  on	
  a	
  pupil	
  for	
  failure	
  of	
  the	
  pupil’s	
  parent	
  or	
  guardian	
  to	
  
attend	
   a	
   conference	
  with	
   school	
   officials.	
   Reinstatement	
   of	
   the	
   suspended	
   pupil	
   shall	
  
not	
  be	
  contingent	
  upon	
  attendance	
  by	
  the	
  pupil’s	
  parent	
  or	
  guardian	
  at	
  the	
  conference.	
  

	
   2)	
   Notice	
  to	
  Parents/Guardians	
  

At	
   the	
   time	
   of	
   the	
   suspension,	
   a	
   School	
   employee	
   shall	
   make	
   a	
   reasonable	
   effort	
   to	
  
contact	
   the	
   parent/guardian	
   by	
   telephone	
   or	
   in	
   person.	
   Whenever	
   a	
   student	
   is	
  
suspended,	
   the	
   parent/guardian	
   shall	
   be	
   notified	
   in	
   writing	
   of	
   the	
   suspension.	
   This	
  
notice	
  shall	
  state	
  the	
  specific	
  offense	
  committed	
  by	
  the	
  student.	
  In	
  addition,	
  the	
  notice	
  
may	
   also	
   state	
   the	
   date	
   and	
   time	
   when	
   the	
   student	
   may	
   return	
   to	
   school.	
   If	
   School	
  
officials	
  wish	
   to	
   ask	
   the	
  parent/guardian	
   to	
   confer	
   regarding	
  matters	
   pertinent	
   to	
   the	
  
suspension,	
  the	
  notice	
  may	
  request	
  that	
  the	
  parent/guardian	
  respond	
  to	
  such	
  requests	
  
without	
  delay.	
  

3)	
   Suspension	
  Time	
  Limits/Recommendation	
  for	
  Expulsion	
  

Suspensions,	
  when	
  not	
  including	
  a	
  recommendation	
  for	
  expulsion	
  shall	
  not	
  exceed	
  five	
  
(5)	
  consecutive	
  school	
  days	
  per	
  suspension.	
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Upon	
   a	
   recommendation	
   of	
   expulsion	
   by	
   the	
   Principal,	
   the	
   pupil	
   and	
   the	
   pupil’s	
  
parent/guardian	
   or	
   representative	
  will	
   be	
   invited	
   to	
   a	
   conference	
   to	
   determine	
   if	
   the	
  
suspension	
   for	
   the	
   pupil	
   should	
   be	
   extended	
   pending	
   an	
   expulsion	
   hearing.	
   This	
  
determination	
   will	
   be	
   made	
   by	
   the	
   Principal	
   upon	
   either	
   of	
   the	
   following	
  
determinations:	
  1)	
  the	
  pupil’s	
  presence	
  will	
  be	
  disruptive	
  to	
  the	
  education	
  process;	
  or	
  2)	
  
the	
   pupil	
   poses	
   a	
   threat	
   or	
   danger	
   to	
   others.	
   Upon	
   either	
   determination,	
   the	
   pupil’s	
  
suspension	
  will	
  be	
  extended	
  pending	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  an	
  expulsion	
  hearing.	
  

E.	
  	
  Authority	
  to	
  Expel	
  

A	
   student	
  may	
  be	
   expelled	
   either	
   by	
   the	
  Board	
   following	
   a	
   hearing	
   before	
   it	
   or	
   by	
   the	
  Board	
  
upon	
  the	
  recommendation	
  of	
  an	
  impartial	
  Charter	
  Schools	
  Administrative	
  Panel	
  established	
  by	
  
participating	
   San	
   Francisco	
   charter	
   schools.	
   The	
   Charter	
   Schools	
   Administrative	
   Panel	
   should	
  
consist	
  of	
  at	
  least	
  three	
  certificated	
  persons,	
  none	
  of	
  whom	
  is	
  a	
  member	
  of	
  the	
  Gateway	
  Board	
  
or	
   a	
   teacher	
   of	
   the	
   pupil	
  when	
   it	
   is	
   a	
  Gateway	
   student	
   facing	
   expulsion.	
   The	
   Charter	
   Schools	
  
Administrative	
   Panel	
  may	
   recommend	
   expulsion	
   of	
   any	
   student	
   found	
   to	
   have	
   committed	
   an	
  
expellable	
  offense.	
  

F.	
  	
  Expulsion	
  Procedures	
  

Students	
   recommended	
   for	
   expulsion	
   are	
   entitled	
   to	
   a	
   hearing	
   to	
   determine	
   whether	
   the	
  
student	
  should	
  be	
  expelled.	
  Unless	
  postponed	
  for	
  good	
  cause,	
  the	
  hearing	
  shall	
  be	
  held	
  within	
  
thirty	
  (30)	
  school	
  days	
  after	
  the	
  Principal	
  or	
  designee	
  determines	
  that	
  the	
  Pupil	
  has	
  committed	
  
an	
  expellable	
  offense.	
  

The	
  expulsion	
  hearing	
  will	
  be	
  presided	
  over	
  by	
  the	
  Board	
  President	
  (if	
  the	
  hearing	
  is	
  held	
  by	
  the	
  
Board)	
  or	
  by	
   the	
  chair	
  of	
   the	
  Charter	
  Schools	
  Administrative	
  Panel	
   (if	
   the	
  hearing	
   is	
  held	
  by	
  a	
  
Panel).	
   In	
   the	
   event	
   the	
   Charter	
   Schools	
   Administrative	
   Panel	
   hears	
   the	
   case,	
   it	
   will	
   make	
   a	
  
recommendation	
  to	
  the	
  Board	
  for	
  a	
  final	
  decision	
  whether	
  to	
  expel.	
  The	
  hearing	
  shall	
  be	
  held	
  in	
  
closed	
   session	
   (complying	
   with	
   all	
   pupil	
   confidentiality	
   rules	
   under	
   FERPA)	
   unless	
   the	
   pupil	
  
makes	
  a	
  written	
  request	
  for	
  a	
  public	
  hearing	
  at	
  least	
  three	
  (3)	
  days	
  prior	
  to	
  the	
  hearing.	
  

Written	
   notice	
   of	
   the	
   hearing	
   shall	
   be	
   forwarded	
   to	
   the	
   student	
   and	
   the	
   student’s	
  
parent/guardian	
  at	
  least	
  ten	
  (10)	
  calendar	
  days	
  before	
  the	
  date	
  of	
  the	
  hearing.	
  Upon	
  mailing	
  the	
  
notice,	
  it	
  shall	
  be	
  deemed	
  served	
  upon	
  the	
  pupil.	
  The	
  notice	
  shall	
  include:	
  

1)	
  The	
  date	
  and	
  place	
  of	
  the	
  expulsion	
  hearing;	
  

2)	
  A	
  statement	
  of	
  the	
  specific	
  facts,	
  charges	
  and	
  offenses	
  upon	
  which	
  the	
  proposed	
  expulsion	
  is	
  
based;	
  

3)	
  	
  A	
  copy	
  of	
  the	
  School’s	
  disciplinary	
  rules	
  which	
  relate	
  to	
  the	
  alleged	
  violation;	
  

4)	
  Notification	
  of	
  the	
  student’s	
  or	
  parent/guardian’s	
  obligation	
  to	
  provide	
  information	
  about	
  the	
  
student’s	
   status	
   at	
   the	
   school	
   to	
   any	
   other	
   school	
   district	
   or	
   school	
   to	
   which	
   the	
   student	
  
seeks	
  enrollment;	
  

5)	
  The	
  opportunity	
   for	
  the	
  student	
  or	
  the	
  student’s	
  parent/guardian	
  to	
  appear	
   in	
  person	
  or	
  to	
  
employ	
  and	
  be	
  represented	
  by	
  counsel	
  or	
  an	
  advocate;	
  

6)	
  The	
  right	
  to	
  inspect	
  and	
  obtain	
  copies	
  of	
  all	
  documents	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  at	
  the	
  hearing;	
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7)	
  The	
  opportunity	
  to	
  confront	
  and	
  question	
  all	
  witnesses	
  who	
  testify	
  at	
  the	
  	
  	
  	
  hearing;	
  

8)	
   The	
   opportunity	
   to	
   question	
   all	
   evidence	
   presented	
   and	
   to	
   present	
   oral	
   and	
   documentary	
  
evidence	
  on	
  the	
  student’s	
  behalf	
  including	
  witnesses.	
  

G.	
  	
  Record	
  of	
  Hearing	
  

A	
   record	
   of	
   the	
   hearing	
   shall	
   be	
   made	
   and	
   may	
   be	
   maintained	
   by	
   any	
   means,	
   including	
  
electronic	
  recording,	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  a	
  reasonably	
  accurate	
  and	
  complete	
  written	
  transcription	
  of	
  the	
  
proceedings	
  can	
  be	
  made.	
  

H.	
  	
  Presentation	
  of	
  Evidence	
  

While	
  technical	
  rules	
  of	
  evidence	
  do	
  not	
  apply	
  to	
  expulsion	
  hearings,	
  evidence	
  may	
  be	
  admitted	
  
and	
  used	
  as	
  proof	
  only	
  if	
  it	
  is	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  evidence	
  on	
  which	
  reasonable	
  persons	
  can	
  rely	
  in	
  the	
  
conduct	
   of	
   serious	
   affairs.	
   A	
   recommendation	
   by	
   the	
   Charter	
   Schools	
   Administrative	
   Panel	
   or	
  
decision	
   of	
   the	
   Board	
   to	
   expel	
   must	
   be	
   supported	
   by	
   substantial	
   evidence	
   that	
   the	
   student	
  
committed	
  an	
  expellable	
  offense.	
  

Findings	
  of	
  fact	
  shall	
  be	
  based	
  solely	
  on	
  the	
  evidence	
  at	
  the	
  hearing.	
  While	
  hearsay	
  evidence	
  is	
  
admissible,	
  no	
  decision	
  to	
  expel	
  shall	
  be	
  based	
  solely	
  on	
  hearsay,	
  and	
  sworn	
  declarations	
  may	
  be	
  
admitted	
  as	
  testimony	
  from	
  witnesses	
  of	
  whom	
  the	
  Board,	
  Panel	
  or	
  designee	
  determines	
  that	
  
disclosure	
  of	
  their	
  identity	
  or	
  testimony	
  at	
  the	
  hearing	
  may	
  subject	
  them	
  to	
  an	
  unreasonable	
  risk	
  
of	
  physical	
  or	
  psychological	
  harm.	
  

It	
  is	
  the	
  policy	
  of	
  the	
  School	
  not	
  to	
  issue	
  subpoenas	
  in	
  the	
  student	
  expulsion	
  process.	
  

If,	
  due	
  to	
  a	
  written	
  request	
  by	
  the	
  pupil,	
  the	
  hearing	
  is	
  held	
  at	
  a	
  public	
  meeting,	
  and	
  the	
  charge	
  
is	
   committing	
   or	
   attempting	
   to	
   commit	
   a	
   sexual	
   assault	
   or	
   committing	
   a	
   sexual	
   battery	
   as	
  
defined	
  in	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  48900,	
  a	
  complaining	
  witness	
  shall	
  have	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  have	
  his	
  
or	
  her	
  testimony	
  heard	
  in	
  a	
  session	
  closed	
  to	
  the	
  public.	
  

If	
   the	
  hearing	
   is	
  held	
  by	
   the	
  Charter	
  Schools	
  Administrative	
  Panel,	
   the	
  decision	
  of	
   the	
  Charter	
  
Schools	
   Administrative	
   Panel	
   shall	
   be	
   in	
   the	
   form	
  of	
   a	
  written	
   recommendation	
   to	
   the	
   Board	
  
who	
  will	
  make	
   a	
   final	
   determination	
   regarding	
   the	
   expulsion.	
   The	
   final	
   decision	
   by	
   the	
   Board	
  
shall	
  be	
  in	
  writing	
  and	
  shall	
  be	
  made	
  within	
  ten	
  (10)	
  school	
  days	
  following	
  the	
  conclusion	
  of	
  the	
  
hearing.	
  The	
  decision	
  of	
  the	
  Governing	
  Board	
  is	
  final.	
  

If	
  the	
  Administrative	
  Panel	
  decides	
  not	
  to	
  recommend	
  expulsion,	
  the	
  pupil	
  shall	
  immediately	
  be	
  
returned	
  to	
  his/her	
  educational	
  program.	
  

I.	
  	
  Written	
  Notice	
  to	
  Expel	
  

The	
  Principal	
  or	
  designee	
  following	
  a	
  decision	
  of	
  the	
  Board	
  to	
  expel	
  shall	
  send	
  written	
  notice	
  of	
  
the	
   decision	
   to	
   expel,	
   including	
   the	
   Board’s	
   adopted	
   findings	
   of	
   fact,	
   to	
   the	
   student	
   or	
  
parent/guardian.	
  This	
  notice	
  shall	
  include	
  the	
  following:	
  

1)	
  	
  Notice	
  of	
  the	
  specific	
  offense	
  committed	
  by	
  the	
  student.	
  

2)	
   Notice	
   of	
   the	
   student’s	
   or	
   parent/guardian’s	
   obligation	
   to	
   inform	
   any	
   new	
   district	
   or	
  
school	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  student	
  seeks	
  to	
  enroll	
  of	
  the	
  student’s	
  status	
  with	
  the	
  School.	
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The	
  Principal	
  or	
  designee	
  shall	
  send	
  written	
  notice	
  of	
  the	
  decision	
  to	
  expel	
  to	
  the	
  District.	
  This	
  
notice	
  shall	
  include	
  the	
  following:	
  

1)	
  The	
  student’s	
  name	
  

2)	
  The	
  specific	
  expellable	
  offense(s)	
  committed	
  by	
  the	
  student.	
  

J.	
  	
  Disciplinary	
  Records	
  

The	
  School	
  shall	
  maintain	
  records	
  of	
  all	
  student	
  suspensions	
  and	
  expulsions	
  at	
  the	
  School.	
  Such	
  
records	
  shall	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  for	
  the	
  Chartering	
  Agency’s	
  review	
  upon	
  request.	
  

K.	
  	
  Expelled	
  Pupils/Alternative	
  Education	
  

Pupils	
  who	
  are	
  expelled	
  shall	
  be	
  responsible	
  for	
  seeking	
  alternative	
  education	
  programs	
  
including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  programs	
  within	
  the	
  County	
  or	
  their	
  school	
  district	
  of	
  residence.	
  If	
  a	
  
student	
  is	
  expelled	
  from	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  Gateway	
  will	
  contact	
  SFUSD	
  Pupil	
  Services	
  to	
  
inform	
  them	
  of	
  the	
  expulsion,	
  the	
  reason	
  for	
  the	
  expulsion,	
  and	
  to	
  forward	
  the	
  student’s	
  
records,	
  including	
  the	
  documentation	
  related	
  to	
  the	
  expulsion	
  from	
  Gateway,	
  within	
  one	
  week	
  
of	
  the	
  expulsion	
  to	
  ensure	
  proper	
  school	
  placement	
  for	
  that	
  student.	
  If	
  the	
  student	
  is	
  
subsequently	
  enrolled	
  at	
  another	
  SFUSD	
  Charter	
  School,	
  Gateway	
  will	
  provide	
  the	
  receiving	
  
charter	
  school	
  with	
  all	
  appropriate	
  student	
  records	
  as	
  provided	
  in	
  the	
  Education	
  Code.	
  	
  
	
  
Once	
  a	
  student	
  is	
  expelled	
  from	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  the	
  District	
  may	
  place	
  that	
  student	
  in	
  
accordance	
  with	
  its	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures.	
  

L.	
  	
  Rehabilitation	
  Plans	
  

Students	
  who	
  are	
  expelled	
  from	
  the	
  School	
  shall	
  be	
  given	
  a	
  rehabilitation	
  plan	
  upon	
  expulsion	
  as	
  
developed	
  by	
  the	
  Board	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  the	
  expulsion	
  order,	
  which	
  may	
  include,	
  but	
  is	
  not	
  limited	
  
to,	
   periodic	
   review	
   as	
   well	
   as	
   assessment	
   at	
   the	
   time	
   of	
   review	
   for	
   readmission.	
   The	
  
rehabilitation	
   plan	
   should	
   include	
   a	
   date	
   not	
   later	
   than	
   one	
   year	
   from	
   the	
   date	
   of	
   expulsion	
  
when	
  the	
  pupil	
  may	
  reapply	
  to	
  the	
  School	
  for	
  readmission.	
  

M.	
  	
  Readmission	
  

The	
   decision	
   to	
   readmit	
   a	
   pupil	
   or	
   to	
   admit	
   a	
   previously	
   expelled	
   pupil	
   from	
   another	
   school	
  
district	
  or	
  charter	
  school	
  shall	
  be	
  in	
  the	
  sole	
  discretion	
  of	
  the	
  Board	
  following	
  a	
  meeting	
  with	
  the	
  
Principal	
  and	
  the	
  pupil	
  and	
  parent/guardian	
  or	
  representative,	
  to	
  determine	
  whether	
  the	
  pupil	
  
has	
  successfully	
  completed	
  the	
  rehabilitation	
  plan	
  and	
  to	
  determine	
  whether	
  the	
  pupil	
  poses	
  a	
  
threat	
   to	
   others	
   or	
   will	
   be	
   disruptive	
   to	
   the	
   school	
   environment.	
   The	
   Principal	
   shall	
   make	
   a	
  
recommendation	
   to	
   the	
  Board	
   following	
   the	
  meeting	
   regarding	
  her	
  determination.	
  The	
  pupil’s	
  
readmission	
   is	
   also	
   contingent	
   upon	
   the	
   School’s	
   capacity	
   at	
   the	
   time	
   the	
   student	
   seeks	
  
readmission	
  or	
  admission.	
  

N.	
  	
  No	
  Right	
  to	
  Appeal	
  
	
  

The	
  pupil	
  shall	
  have	
  no	
  right	
  of	
  appeal	
  from	
  expulsion	
  from	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  as	
  the	
  Governing	
  
Board	
  decision	
  to	
  expel	
  shall	
  be	
  final.	
  

	
  
O.	
  	
  Special	
  procedures	
  for	
  Expulsion	
  Hearings	
  Involving	
  Sexual	
  Assault	
  or	
  Battery	
  Offenses	
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The	
  Charter	
  School	
  may,	
  upon	
  finding	
  a	
  good	
  cause,	
  determine	
  that	
  the	
  disclosure	
  of	
  either	
  the	
  
identity	
  of	
  the	
  witness	
  or	
  the	
  testimony	
  of	
  that	
  witness	
  at	
  the	
  hearing,	
  or	
  both,	
  would	
  subject	
  
the	
  witness	
  to	
  an	
  unreasonable	
  risk	
  of	
  psychological	
  or	
  physical	
  harm.	
  Upon	
  this	
  determination,	
  
the	
  testimony	
  of	
  the	
  witness	
  may	
  be	
  presented	
  at	
  the	
  hearing	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  sworn	
  declarations,	
  
which	
  shall	
  be	
  examined	
  only	
  by	
  the	
  Governing	
  Board,	
  administrative	
  panel,	
  or	
  the	
  hearing	
  
officer.	
  Copies	
  of	
  these	
  sworn	
  declarations,	
  edited	
  to	
  delete	
  the	
  name	
  and	
  identity	
  of	
  the	
  
witness,	
  shall	
  be	
  made	
  available	
  to	
  the	
  pupil.	
  

	
  
1) The	
  complaining	
  witness	
  in	
  any	
  sexual	
  assault	
  or	
  battery	
  case	
  must	
  be	
  provided	
  with	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
  

the	
  applicable	
  disciplinary	
  rules	
  and	
  advised	
  of	
  his/her	
  right	
  to	
  (a)	
  receive	
  five	
  days	
  notice	
  of	
  
his/her	
  scheduled	
  testimony,	
  (b)	
  have	
  up	
  to	
  two	
  (2)	
  adult	
  support	
  persons	
  of	
  his/her	
  choosing	
  
present	
  in	
  the	
  hearing	
  at	
  the	
  time	
  he/she	
  testifies,	
  which	
  may	
  include	
  a	
  parent,	
  guardian,	
  or	
  
legal	
  counsel,	
  and	
  (c)	
  elect	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  hearing	
  closed	
  while	
  testifying.	
  

	
  
2) The	
  Charter	
  School	
  must	
  also	
  provide	
  the	
  victim	
  a	
  room	
  separate	
  from	
  the	
  hearing	
  room	
  for	
  the	
  

complaining	
  witness’	
  use	
  prior	
  to	
  and	
  during	
  breaks	
  in	
  testimony.	
  
	
  
3) At	
  the	
  discretion	
  of	
  the	
  entity	
  conducting	
  the	
  hearing,	
  the	
  complaining	
  witness	
  shall	
  be	
  allowed	
  

periods	
  of	
  relief	
  from	
  examination	
  and	
  cross-­‐examination	
  during	
  which	
  he	
  or	
  she	
  may	
  leave	
  the	
  
hearing	
  room.	
  

	
  
4) The	
  entity	
  conducting	
  the	
  expulsion	
  hearing	
  may	
  also	
  arrange	
  the	
  seating	
  within	
  the	
  hearing	
  

room	
  to	
  facilitate	
  a	
  less	
  intimidating	
  environment	
  for	
  the	
  complaining	
  witness.	
  
	
  
5) The	
  entity	
  conducting	
  the	
  expulsion	
  hearing	
  may	
  also	
  limit	
  time	
  for	
  taking	
  the	
  testimony	
  of	
  the	
  

complaining	
  witness	
  to	
  the	
  hours	
  he/she	
  is	
  normally	
  in	
  school,	
  if	
  there	
  is	
  no	
  good	
  cause	
  to	
  take	
  
the	
  testimony	
  during	
  other	
  hours.	
  

	
  
6) Prior	
  to	
  a	
  complaining	
  witness	
  testifying,	
  the	
  support	
  persons	
  must	
  be	
  admonished	
  that	
  the	
  

hearing	
  is	
  confidential.	
  Nothing	
  in	
  the	
  law	
  precludes	
  the	
  person	
  presiding	
  over	
  the	
  hearing	
  from	
  
removing	
  a	
  support	
  person	
  whom	
  the	
  presiding	
  person	
  finds	
  is	
  disrupting	
  the	
  hearing.	
  The	
  entity	
  
conducting	
  the	
  hearing	
  may	
  permit	
  any	
  one	
  of	
  the	
  support	
  persons	
  for	
  the	
  complaining	
  witness	
  
to	
  accompany	
  him	
  or	
  her	
  to	
  the	
  witness	
  stand.	
  

	
  
7) If	
  one	
  or	
  both	
  of	
  the	
  support	
  persons	
  is	
  also	
  a	
  witness,	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  must	
  present	
  

evidence	
  that	
  the	
  witness’	
  presence	
  is	
  both	
  desired	
  by	
  the	
  witness	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  helpful	
  to	
  the	
  
Charter	
  School.	
  The	
  person	
  presiding	
  over	
  the	
  hearing	
  shall	
  permit	
  the	
  witness	
  to	
  stay	
  unless	
  it	
  is	
  
established	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  substantial	
  risk	
  that	
  the	
  testimony	
  of	
  the	
  complaining	
  witness	
  would	
  
be	
  influenced	
  by	
  the	
  support	
  person,	
  in	
  which	
  case	
  the	
  presiding	
  official	
  shall	
  admonish	
  the	
  
support	
  person	
  or	
  persons	
  not	
  to	
  prompt,	
  sway,	
  or	
  influence	
  the	
  witness	
  in	
  any	
  way.	
  Nothing	
  
shall	
  preclude	
  the	
  presiding	
  officer	
  from	
  exercising	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  discretion	
  to	
  remove	
  a	
  person	
  from	
  
the	
  hearing	
  whom	
  he	
  or	
  she	
  believes	
  is	
  prompting,	
  swaying,	
  or	
  influencing	
  the	
  witness.	
  

	
  
8) The	
  testimony	
  of	
  the	
  support	
  person	
  shall	
  be	
  presented	
  before	
  the	
  testimony	
  of	
  the	
  

complaining	
  witness	
  and	
  the	
  complaining	
  witness	
  shall	
  be	
  excluded	
  from	
  the	
  courtroom	
  during	
  
that	
  testimony.	
  

	
  
9) Especially	
  for	
  charges	
  involving	
  sexual	
  assault	
  or	
  battery,	
  if	
  the	
  hearing	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  conducted	
  in	
  the	
  

public	
  at	
  the	
  request	
  of	
  the	
  pupil	
  being	
  expelled,	
  the	
  complaining	
  witness	
  shall	
  have	
  the	
  right	
  to	
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have	
  his/her	
  testimony	
  heard	
  in	
  a	
  closed	
  session	
  when	
  testifying	
  at	
  a	
  public	
  meeting	
  would	
  
threaten	
  serious	
  psychological	
  harm	
  to	
  the	
  complaining	
  witness	
  and	
  there	
  are	
  not	
  alternative	
  
procedures	
  to	
  avoid	
  the	
  threatened	
  harm.	
  The	
  alternative	
  procedures	
  may	
  include	
  videotaped	
  
depositions	
  or	
  contemporaneous	
  examination	
  in	
  another	
  place	
  communicated	
  to	
  the	
  hearing	
  by	
  
means	
  of	
  closed-­‐circuit	
  television.	
  

	
  
10) Evidence	
  of	
  specific	
  instances	
  of	
  a	
  complaining	
  witness’	
  prior	
  sexual	
  conduct	
  is	
  presumed	
  

inadmissible	
  and	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  heard	
  absent	
  a	
  determination	
  by	
  the	
  person	
  conducting	
  the	
  
hearing	
  that	
  extraordinary	
  circumstances	
  exist	
  requiring	
  the	
  evidence	
  be	
  heard.	
  Before	
  such	
  a	
  
determination	
  regarding	
  extraordinary	
  circumstances	
  can	
  be	
  made,	
  the	
  witness	
  shall	
  be	
  
provided	
  notice	
  and	
  an	
  opportunity	
  to	
  present	
  opposition	
  to	
  the	
  introduction	
  of	
  the	
  evidence.	
  In	
  
the	
  hearing	
  on	
  the	
  admissibility	
  of	
  the	
  evidence,	
  the	
  complaining	
  witness	
  shall	
  be	
  entitled	
  to	
  be	
  
represented	
  by	
  a	
  parent,	
  legal	
  counsel,	
  or	
  other	
  support	
  person.	
  Reputation	
  or	
  opinion	
  evidence	
  
regarding	
  the	
  sexual	
  behavior	
  of	
  the	
  complaining	
  witness	
  is	
  not	
  admissible	
  for	
  any	
  purpose.	
  

	
  
P.	
  	
  	
  Special	
  Procedures	
  for	
  the	
  Consideration	
  of	
  Suspension	
  and	
  Expulsion	
  of	
  Students	
  with	
  Disabilities	
  

1) Notification	
  of	
  District	
  

The	
  Charter	
   School	
   shall	
   immediately	
  notify	
   the	
  District	
   and	
   coordinate	
   the	
  procedures	
   in	
  
this	
  policy	
  with	
  the	
  District	
  the	
  discipline	
  of	
  any	
  student	
  with	
  a	
  disability	
  or	
  student	
  who	
  the	
  
Charter	
   School	
   or	
   District	
   would	
   be	
   deemed	
   to	
   have	
   knowledge	
   that	
   the	
   student	
   had	
   a	
  
disability	
  

2) Services	
  During	
  Suspension	
  	
  

Students	
   suspended	
   for	
  more	
   than	
   ten	
   (10)	
   school	
  days	
   in	
  a	
   school	
   year	
   shall	
   continue	
   to	
  
receive	
   services	
   so	
   as	
   to	
   enable	
   the	
   student	
   to	
   continue	
   to	
   participate	
   in	
   the	
   general	
  
education	
   curriculum,	
   although	
   in	
   another	
   setting,	
   and	
   to	
   progress	
   toward	
   meeting	
   the	
  
goals	
   set	
   out	
   in	
   the	
   child's	
   IEP;	
   and	
   receive,	
   as	
   appropriate,	
   a	
   functional	
   behavioral	
  
assessment	
   or	
   functional	
   analysis,	
   and	
  behavioral	
   intervention	
   services	
   and	
  modifications,	
  
that	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  behavior	
  violation	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  does	
  not	
  recur.	
  Theses	
  services	
  
may	
  be	
  provided	
  in	
  an	
  interim	
  alterative	
  educational	
  setting.	
  	
  

3) Procedural	
  Safeguards/Manifestation	
  Determination	
  	
  

Within	
   ten	
   (10)	
   school	
  days	
  of	
  a	
   recommendation	
   for	
  expulsion	
  or	
  any	
  decision	
   to	
  change	
  
the	
   placement	
   of	
   a	
   child	
   with	
   a	
   disability	
   because	
   of	
   a	
   violation	
   of	
   a	
   code	
   of	
   student	
  
conduct,	
  the	
  Charter	
  School,	
  the	
  parent,	
  and	
  relevant	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  IEP	
  Team	
  shall	
  review	
  
all	
   relevant	
   information	
   in	
   the	
   student's	
   file,	
   including	
   the	
   child's	
   IEP,	
   any	
   teacher	
  
observations,	
  and	
  any	
  relevant	
  information	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  parents	
  to	
  determine:	
  

a) If	
   the	
   conduct	
   in	
   question	
   was	
   caused	
   by,	
   or	
   had	
   a	
   direct	
   and	
   substantial	
  
relationship	
  to,	
  the	
  child's	
  disability;	
  or	
  

	
  
b) If	
   the	
   conduct	
   in	
   question	
  was	
   the	
   direct	
   result	
   of	
   the	
   local	
   educational	
   agency's	
  

failure	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  IEP.	
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If	
   the	
   Charter	
   School,	
   the	
   parent,	
   and	
   relevant	
  members	
   of	
   the	
   IEP	
   Team	
  determine	
   that	
  
either	
   of	
   the	
   above	
   is	
   applicable	
   for	
   the	
   child,	
   the	
   conduct	
   shall	
   be	
   determined	
   to	
   be	
   a	
  
manifestation	
  of	
  the	
  child's	
  disability.	
  

If	
   the	
   Charter	
   School,	
   the	
   parent,	
   and	
   relevant	
   members	
   of	
   the	
   IEP	
   Team	
   make	
   the	
  
determination	
   that	
   the	
  conduct	
  was	
  a	
  manifestation	
  of	
   the	
  child's	
  disability,	
   the	
   IEP	
  Team	
  
shall:	
  

a) Conduct	
  a	
  functional	
  behavioral	
  assessment	
  or	
  a	
  functional	
  analysis	
  assessment,	
  and	
  
implement	
  a	
  behavioral	
   intervention	
  plan	
  for	
  such	
  child,	
  provided	
  that	
  the	
  Charter	
  
School	
  had	
  not	
  conducted	
  such	
  assessment	
  prior	
  to	
  such	
  determination	
  before	
  the	
  
behavior	
  that	
  resulted	
  in	
  a	
  change	
  in	
  placement;	
  

	
  
b) If	
   a	
   behavioral	
   intervention	
   plan	
   has	
   been	
   developed,	
   review	
   the	
   behavioral	
  

intervention	
  plan	
   if	
   the	
   child	
   already	
  has	
   such	
   a	
  behavioral	
   intervention	
  plan,	
   and	
  
modify	
  it,	
  as	
  necessary,	
  to	
  address	
  the	
  behavior;	
  and	
  

	
  
c) Return	
   the	
   child	
   to	
   the	
   placement	
   from	
  which	
   the	
   child	
  was	
   removed,	
   unless	
   the	
  

parent	
   and	
   the	
   Charter	
   School	
   agree	
   to	
   a	
   change	
   of	
   placement	
   as	
   part	
   of	
   the	
  
modification	
  of	
  the	
  behavioral	
  intervention	
  plan.	
  

If	
  the	
  Charter	
  School,	
  the	
  parent,	
  and	
  relevant	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  IEP	
  team	
  determine	
  that	
  the	
  
behavior	
  was	
  not	
  a	
  manifestation	
  of	
  the	
  student’s	
  disability	
  and	
  that	
  the	
  conduct	
  in	
  question	
  
was	
  not	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  the	
  failure	
  to	
  implement	
  the	
  IEP,	
  then	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  may	
  apply	
  the	
  
relevant	
  disciplinary	
  procedures	
  to	
  children	
  with	
  disabilities	
  in	
  the	
  same	
  manner	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  
same	
  duration	
  as	
  the	
  procedures	
  would	
  be	
  applied	
  to	
  students	
  without	
  disabilities.	
  	
  

4) Due	
  Process	
  Appeals	
  	
  

The	
  parent	
  of	
  a	
  child	
  with	
  a	
  disability	
  who	
  disagrees	
  with	
  any	
  decision	
  regarding	
  placement,	
  
or	
   the	
   manifestation	
   determination,	
   or	
   the	
   Charter	
   School	
   believes	
   that	
   maintaining	
   the	
  
current	
   placement	
   of	
   the	
   child	
   is	
   substantially	
   likely	
   to	
   result	
   in	
   injury	
   to	
   the	
   child	
   or	
   to	
  
others,	
  may	
  request	
  an	
  expedited	
  administrative	
  hearing	
  through	
  the	
  Special	
  Education	
  Unit	
  
of	
  the	
  Office	
  of	
  Administrative	
  Hearings.	
  

When	
   an	
   appeal	
   relating	
   to	
   the	
   placement	
   of	
   the	
   student	
   or	
   the	
   manifestation	
  
determination	
  has	
  been	
  requested	
  by	
  either	
  the	
  parent	
  or	
  the	
  Charter	
  school,	
   the	
  student	
  
shall	
   remain	
   in	
   the	
   interim	
   alternative	
   educational	
   setting	
   pending	
   the	
   decision	
   of	
   the	
  
hearing	
  officer	
  or	
  until	
  the	
  expiration	
  of	
  the	
  forty-­‐five	
  (45)	
  day	
  time	
  period	
  provided	
  for	
   in	
  
an	
  interim	
  alternative	
  educational	
  setting,	
  whichever	
  occurs	
  first,	
  unless	
  the	
  parent	
  and	
  the	
  
Charter	
  School	
  agree	
  otherwise.	
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5) Special	
  Circumstances	
  	
  

Charter	
   School	
   personnel	
  may	
   consider	
   any	
  unique	
   circumstances	
  on	
   a	
   case-­‐by-­‐case	
  basis	
  
when	
  determining	
  whether	
  to	
  order	
  a	
  change	
  in	
  placement	
  for	
  a	
  child	
  with	
  a	
  disability	
  who	
  
violates	
  a	
  code	
  of	
  student	
  conduct.	
  

The	
   Principal	
   or	
   designee	
   may	
   remove	
   a	
   student	
   to	
   an	
   interim	
   alternative	
   educational	
  
setting	
   for	
   not	
  more	
   than	
   forty-­‐five	
   (45)	
   days	
   without	
   regard	
   to	
   whether	
   the	
   behavior	
   is	
  
determined	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  manifestation	
  of	
  the	
  student’s	
  disability	
  in	
  cases	
  where	
  a	
  student:	
  

a)	
  	
   Carries	
  or	
  possesses	
  a	
  weapon,	
  as	
  defined	
  in	
  18	
  USC	
  930,	
  to	
  or	
  at	
  school,	
  on	
  school	
  
premises,	
  or	
  to	
  or	
  at	
  a	
  school	
  function;	
  

b)	
  	
   Knowingly	
  possesses	
  or	
  uses	
  illegal	
  drugs,	
  or	
  sells	
  or	
  solicits	
  the	
  sale	
  of	
  a	
  controlled	
  
substance,	
  while	
  at	
  school,	
  on	
  school	
  premises,	
  or	
  at	
  a	
  school	
  function;	
  or	
  	
  

c)	
  	
   Has	
   inflicted	
   serious	
   bodily	
   injury,	
   as	
   defined	
   by	
   20	
   USC	
   1415(k)(7)(D),	
   upon	
   a	
  
person	
  while	
  at	
  school,	
  on	
  school	
  premises,	
  or	
  at	
  a	
  school	
  function.	
  	
  

6) Interim	
  Alternative	
  Educational	
  Setting	
  

The	
   student's	
   interim	
  alternative	
  educational	
   setting	
   shall	
   be	
  determined	
  by	
   the	
   student's	
  
IEP	
  team.	
  	
  

7) Procedures	
  for	
  Students	
  Not	
  Yet	
  Eligible	
  for	
  Special	
  Education	
  	
  Services	
  	
  

A	
   student	
  who	
  has	
  not	
  been	
   identified	
   as	
   an	
   individual	
  with	
  disabilities	
  pursuant	
   to	
   IDEIA	
  
and	
   who	
   has	
   violated	
   the	
   district's	
   disciplinary	
   procedures	
   may	
   assert	
   the	
   procedural	
  
safeguards	
   granted	
   under	
   this	
   administrative	
   regulation	
   only	
   if	
   the	
   Charter	
   School	
   had	
  
knowledge	
  that	
  the	
  student	
  was	
  disabled	
  before	
  the	
  behavior	
  occurred.	
  	
  

8) The	
  Charter	
  School	
  shall	
  be	
  deemed	
  to	
  have	
  knowledge	
  that	
  the	
  student	
  had	
  a	
  disability	
   if	
  
one	
  of	
  the	
  following	
  conditions	
  exists:	
  

a)	
  	
   The	
   parent/guardian	
   has	
   expressed	
   concern	
   in	
   writing,	
   or	
   orally	
   if	
   the	
  
parent/guardian	
   does	
   not	
   know	
   how	
   to	
   write	
   or	
   has	
   a	
   disability	
   that	
   prevents	
   a	
  
written	
  statement,	
  to	
  Charter	
  School	
  supervisory	
  or	
  administrative	
  personnel,	
  or	
  to	
  
one	
   of	
   the	
   child’s	
   teachers,	
   that	
   the	
   student	
   is	
   in	
   need	
   of	
   special	
   education	
   or	
  
related	
  services.	
  	
  

b)	
  	
   The	
  parent	
  has	
  requested	
  an	
  evaluation	
  of	
  the	
  child.	
  	
  

c)	
  	
   The	
   child’s	
   teacher,	
   or	
   other	
   Charter	
   School	
   personnel,	
   has	
   expressed	
   specific	
  
concerns	
   about	
   a	
   pattern	
   of	
   behavior	
   demonstrated	
   by	
   the	
   child,	
   directly	
   to	
   the	
  
director	
  of	
  special	
  education	
  or	
  to	
  other	
  Charter	
  School	
  supervisory	
  personnel.	
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If	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  knew	
  or	
  should	
  have	
  known	
  the	
  student	
  had	
  a	
  disability	
  under	
  any	
  of	
  
the	
  three	
  (3)	
  circumstances	
  described	
  above,	
  the	
  student	
  may	
  assert	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  protections	
  
available	
  to	
  IDEIA-­‐eligible	
  children	
  with	
  disabilities,	
  including	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  stay-­‐put.	
  	
  

If	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  had	
  no	
  basis	
  for	
  knowledge	
  of	
  the	
  student’s	
  disability,	
  it	
  shall	
  proceed	
  
with	
   the	
   proposed	
   discipline.	
   The	
   Charter	
   School	
   shall	
   conduct	
   an	
   expedited	
   evaluation	
   if	
  
requested	
   by	
   the	
   parents;	
   however	
   the	
   student	
   shall	
   remain	
   in	
   the	
   education	
   placement	
  
determined	
  by	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  pending	
  the	
  results	
  of	
  the	
  evaluation.	
  	
  

The	
  Charter	
  School	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  deemed	
  to	
  have	
  knowledge	
  of	
  that	
  the	
  student	
  had	
  a	
  
disability	
  if	
  the	
  parent	
  has	
  not	
  allowed	
  an	
  evaluation,	
  refused	
  services,	
  or	
  if	
  the	
  student	
  has	
  
been	
  evaluated	
  and	
  determined	
  to	
  not	
  be	
  eligible.	
  Gateway	
  may	
  revise	
  this	
  student	
  
suspension/expulsion	
  policy	
  from	
  time	
  to	
  time	
  consistent	
  with	
  legal	
  requirements,	
  without	
  
the	
  need	
  to	
  amend	
  this	
  charter.	
  

	
  
	
  
XII.	
  RETIREMENT	
  PLANS	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  manner	
  by	
  which	
  staff	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  charter	
  schools	
  will	
  be	
  covered	
  by	
  the	
  State	
  
Teachers’	
  Retirement	
  System,	
  the	
  Public	
  Employees’	
  Retirement	
  System,	
  or	
  federal	
  social	
  security.	
  
Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(K).	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  participates	
  in	
  the	
  federal	
  Social	
  Security	
  system	
  and	
  provides	
  State	
  Teachers	
  
Retirement	
  System	
  (STRS)	
  to	
  eligible	
  employees.	
  SFUSD	
  will	
  cooperate	
  as	
  needed	
  to	
  facilitate	
  
participation	
  in	
  the	
  STRS	
  system	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47611.3.	
  Additionally,	
  all	
  
employees	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  a	
  TIAA-­‐CREF	
  403(b)	
  retirement	
  plan,	
  which	
  has	
  a	
  matching	
  component	
  for	
  
eligible	
  employees	
  who	
  do	
  not	
  qualify	
  for	
  STRS.	
  
	
  
Certificated,	
  classified	
  and	
  other	
  staff	
  members	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  shall	
  retain	
  all	
  previously	
  
vested	
  rights	
  in	
  their	
  respective	
  retirement	
  systems,	
  including	
  STRS,	
  Social	
  Security,	
  and	
  other	
  school	
  
sponsored	
  retirement	
  plans.	
  The	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  is	
  responsible	
  for	
  
ensuring	
  that	
  appropriate	
  arrangements	
  for	
  retirement	
  coverage	
  for	
  all	
  employees	
  has	
  been	
  made.	
  
	
  
	
  
XIII.	
  	
  ATTENDANCE	
  ALTERNATIVES	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  public	
  school	
  attendance	
  alternatives	
  for	
  pupils	
  residing	
  within	
  the	
  school	
  district,	
  
who	
  choose	
  not	
  to	
  attend	
  charter	
  schools.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(L).	
  
	
  
No	
  student	
  may	
  be	
  required	
  to	
  attend	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  Students	
  who	
  reside	
  within	
  the	
  District	
  
who	
  choose	
  not	
  to	
  attend	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  may	
  attend	
  school	
  within	
  the	
  District	
  according	
  to	
  
District	
  policy	
  or	
  at	
  another	
  school	
  district	
  or	
  school	
  within	
  the	
  District	
  through	
  the	
  District’s	
  intra	
  and	
  
inter-­‐district	
  policies.	
  Parents	
  and	
  guardians	
  of	
  each	
  student	
  enrolled	
  in	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  be	
  
informed	
  on	
  admissions	
  forms	
  that	
  the	
  students	
  have	
  no	
  right	
  to	
  admission	
  in	
  a	
  particular	
  school	
  of	
  a	
  
local	
  education	
  agency	
  as	
  a	
  consequence	
  of	
  enrollment	
  in	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  except	
  to	
  the	
  extent	
  
that	
  such	
  a	
  right	
  is	
  extended	
  by	
  the	
  local	
  education	
  agency.	
  
	
  
XIV.	
  DESCRIPTION	
  OF	
  EMPLOYEE	
  RIGHTS	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  A	
  description	
  of	
  the	
  rights	
  of	
  any	
  employee	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  district	
  upon	
  leaving	
  the	
  
employment	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  district	
  to	
  work	
  in	
  a	
  charter	
  school,	
  and	
  of	
  any	
  rights	
  of	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  
district	
  after	
  employment	
  at	
  a	
  charter	
  school.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(M).	
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Gateway	
  employees	
  will	
  have	
  no	
  automatic	
  right	
  to	
  employment	
  or	
  reemployment	
  in	
  SFUSD.	
  No	
  public	
  
school	
  district	
  employee	
  shall	
  be	
  required	
  to	
  work	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  Employees	
  of	
  the	
  District	
  
who	
  choose	
  to	
  leave	
  the	
  employment	
  of	
  the	
  District	
  to	
  work	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  have	
  no	
  
automatic	
  rights	
  of	
  return	
  to	
  the	
  District	
  after	
  employment	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  unless	
  specifically	
  
granted	
  through	
  a	
  leave	
  or	
  absence	
  or	
  other	
  agreement.	
  Vacation	
  time/sick	
  leave	
  accrued	
  at	
  Gateway	
  or	
  
SFUSD	
  shall	
  not	
  transfer	
  to	
  the	
  other	
  entity	
  unless	
  otherwise	
  agreed	
  upon	
  by	
  the	
  employer.	
  Employment	
  
by	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  provides	
  no	
  rights	
  of	
  employment	
  at	
  any	
  other	
  entity,	
  including	
  any	
  rights	
  in	
  
the	
  case	
  of	
  closure	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  
	
  
	
  
XV.	
  	
  DISPUTE	
  RESOLUTION	
  PROCESS	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  procedures	
  to	
  be	
  followed	
  by	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  and	
  the	
  entity	
  granting	
  the	
  charter	
  
to	
  resolve	
  disputes	
  relating	
  to	
  the	
  provisions	
  of	
  the	
  charter.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(N).	
  
	
  
Any	
  complaints/concerns	
  (including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to,	
  complaints	
  filed	
  with	
  OCR,	
  FEHA,	
  and	
  EEOC)	
  
received	
  by	
  the	
  District	
  about	
  any	
  aspect	
  of	
  the	
  operation	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  or	
  about	
  Gateway	
  
shall	
  be	
  forwarded	
  by	
  the	
  District	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools.	
  To	
  the	
  extent	
  that	
  such	
  
concerns/complaints	
  may	
  involve	
  issues	
  related	
  to	
  possible	
  revocation	
  or	
  non-­‐renewal	
  of	
  the	
  charter,	
  
the	
  District	
  may	
  request	
  that	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  inform	
  the	
  District	
  of	
  how	
  such	
  
concerns/complaints	
  are	
  being	
  addressed.	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  agrees	
  to	
  provide	
  such	
  information.	
  
The	
  parties	
  recognize	
  that	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  obligated	
  to	
  release	
  information	
  that	
  is	
  
determined	
  by	
  law	
  to	
  be	
  confidential	
  in	
  nature	
  and	
  not	
  subject	
  to	
  public	
  release.	
  

	
  
Disputes	
  Between	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  the	
  District	
  

	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  the	
  District	
  will	
  be	
  encouraged	
  to	
  attempt	
  to	
  resolve	
  any	
  disputes	
  with	
  the	
  
District	
  amicably	
  and	
  reasonably	
  without	
  resorting	
  to	
  formal	
  procedures.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  a	
  dispute	
  between	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  the	
  District,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  staff,	
  
employees	
  and	
  Board	
  members	
  and	
  the	
  District	
  agree	
  to	
  first	
  frame	
  the	
  issue	
  in	
  written	
  format	
  (“dispute	
  
statement”)	
  and	
  to	
  refer	
  the	
  issue	
  to	
  the	
  District	
  Superintendent	
  and	
  Executive	
  Director	
  of	
  Gateway	
  
Public	
  Schools.	
  In	
  the	
  event	
  that	
  the	
  District	
  Board	
  of	
  Education	
  believes	
  that	
  the	
  dispute	
  relates	
  to	
  an	
  
issue	
  that	
  could	
  lead	
  to	
  revocation	
  of	
  the	
  charter	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607,	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  requests	
  that	
  this	
  shall	
  be	
  noted	
  in	
  the	
  written	
  dispute	
  statement,	
  although	
  it	
  
recognizes	
  it	
  cannot	
  legally	
  bind	
  the	
  District	
  to	
  do	
  so.	
  However,	
  participation	
  in	
  the	
  dispute	
  resolution	
  
procedures	
  outlined	
  in	
  this	
  section	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  interpreted	
  to	
  impede	
  or	
  act	
  as	
  a	
  pre-­‐requisite	
  to	
  the	
  
District’s	
  ability	
  to	
  proceed	
  with	
  revocation	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607	
  and	
  its	
  
implementing	
  regulations.	
  
	
  
The	
  Executive	
  Director	
  and	
  Superintendent	
  shall	
  informally	
  meet	
  and	
  confer	
  in	
  a	
  timely	
  fashion	
  to	
  
attempt	
  to	
  resolve	
  the	
  dispute,	
  not	
  later	
  than	
  5	
  business	
  days	
  from	
  receipt	
  of	
  the	
  dispute	
  statement.	
  In	
  
the	
  event	
  that	
  this	
  informal	
  meeting	
  fails	
  to	
  resolve	
  the	
  dispute,	
  both	
  parties	
  shall	
  identify	
  two	
  Board	
  
members	
  from	
  their	
  respective	
  boards	
  who	
  shall	
  jointly	
  meet	
  with	
  the	
  Superintendent	
  and	
  the	
  Executive	
  
Director	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  attempt	
  to	
  resolve	
  the	
  dispute	
  within	
  15	
  business	
  days	
  from	
  
receipt	
  of	
  the	
  dispute	
  statement.	
  	
  
	
  
If	
  this	
  joint	
  meeting	
  fails	
  to	
  resolve	
  the	
  dispute,	
  the	
  Superintendent	
  and	
  the	
  Executive	
  Director	
  shall	
  
meet	
  to	
  jointly	
  identify	
  a	
  neutral	
  third	
  party	
  mediator	
  to	
  engage	
  the	
  parties	
  in	
  a	
  mediation	
  session	
  
designed	
  to	
  facilitate	
  resolution	
  of	
  the	
  dispute.	
  The	
  format	
  of	
  the	
  mediation	
  session	
  shall	
  be	
  developed	
  
jointly	
  by	
  the	
  Superintendent	
  and	
  the	
  Executive	
  Director.	
  Mediation	
  shall	
  be	
  held	
  within	
  60	
  business	
  
days	
  of	
  receipt	
  of	
  the	
  dispute	
  statement.	
  The	
  costs	
  of	
  the	
  mediator	
  shall	
  be	
  split	
  equally	
  between	
  the	
  
District	
  and	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  If	
  mediation	
  does	
  not	
  resolve	
  the	
  dispute	
  either	
  party	
  may	
  pursue	
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any	
  other	
  remedy	
  available	
  under	
  the	
  law.	
  All	
  timelines	
  and	
  procedures	
  in	
  this	
  section	
  may	
  be	
  revised	
  
upon	
  mutual	
  written	
  agreement	
  of	
  the	
  District	
  and	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  
	
  
Internal	
  Disputes	
  
	
  
All	
  disputes	
  between	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  a	
  parent/guardian	
  or	
  employees	
  will	
  be	
  handled	
  
internally	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  bylaws,	
  policies	
  and	
  procedures	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools.	
  The	
  District	
  
will	
  not	
  be	
  involved	
  in	
  such	
  disputes	
  unless	
  it	
  deems	
  it	
  necessary	
  as	
  relating	
  to	
  a	
  cause	
  for	
  revocation	
  
under	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47607.	
  
	
  
XVI.	
  EXCLUSIVE	
  PUBLIC	
  SCHOOL	
  EMPLOYER	
  DECLARATION	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  A	
  declaration	
  whether	
  or	
  not	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  shall	
  be	
  deemed	
  the	
  exclusive	
  public	
  
school	
  employer	
  of	
  the	
  employees	
  of	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  for	
  purposes	
  of	
  the	
  Educational	
  Employment	
  
Relations	
  Act	
  (Chapter	
  10.7	
  (commencing	
  with	
  Section	
  3540)	
  of	
  Division	
  4	
  of	
  Title	
  1	
  of	
  the	
  Government	
  
Code).	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(O).	
  
	
  
In	
  accordance	
  with	
  California	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47611.5	
  (b),	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  shall	
  be	
  
deemed	
  the	
  exclusive	
  public	
  school	
  employer	
  of	
  the	
  employees	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  for	
  the	
  
purposes	
  of	
  the	
  Educational	
  Employment	
  Relations	
  Act	
  (“EERA”).	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  recognizes	
  the	
  
employees’	
  rights	
  under	
  the	
  EERA	
  provisions	
  to	
  organize	
  for	
  collective	
  bargaining.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
XVII.	
  CLOSING	
  THE	
  CHARTER	
  SCHOOL	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  A	
  description	
  of	
  the	
  procedures	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  if	
  the	
  charter	
  school	
  closes.	
  The	
  procedures	
  
shall	
  ensure	
  a	
  final	
  audit	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  to	
  determine	
  the	
  disposition	
  of	
  all	
  assets	
  and	
  liabilities	
  of	
  the	
  
charter	
  school,	
  including	
  plans	
  for	
  disposing	
  of	
  any	
  net	
  assets	
  and	
  for	
  the	
  maintenance	
  and	
  transfer	
  of	
  
pupil	
  records.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(b)(5)(P).	
  
	
  
The	
   following	
   procedures	
   shall	
   apply	
   in	
   the	
   event	
   Gateway	
   Middle	
   School	
   closes.	
   The	
   following	
  
procedures	
  apply	
  regardless	
  of	
  the	
  reason	
  for	
  closure.	
  	
  
	
  
Closure	
  of	
   the	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  be	
  documented	
  by	
  official	
  action	
  of	
   the	
  Board	
  of	
  Trustees.	
  
The	
  action	
  will	
  identify	
  the	
  reason	
  for	
  closure.	
  The	
  official	
  action	
  will	
  also	
  identify	
  an	
  entity	
  responsible	
  
for	
  closure-­‐related	
  activities.	
  
	
  
The	
  Gateway	
  Public	
   Schools	
  Board	
  of	
   Trustees	
  will	
   promptly	
  notify	
  parents	
   and	
   students	
  of	
  GMS,	
   the	
  
District,	
  the	
  Charter	
  School’s	
  SELPA,	
  the	
  retirement	
  systems	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  School’s	
  employees	
  participate	
  
(e.g.,	
   Public	
   Employees’	
   Retirement	
   System,	
   State	
   Teachers’	
   Retirement	
   System,	
   and	
   federal	
   social	
  
security),	
  and	
  the	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  of	
  the	
  closure	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  effective	
  date	
  of	
  the	
  
closure.	
  This	
  notice	
  will	
  also	
  include	
  the	
  name(s)	
  of	
  and	
  contact	
  information	
  for	
  the	
  person(s)	
  to	
  whom	
  
reasonable	
   inquiries	
  may	
  be	
  made	
   regarding	
   the	
  closure;	
   the	
  pupils’	
   school	
  districts	
  of	
   residence;	
  and	
  
the	
   manner	
   in	
   which	
   parents	
   (guardians)	
   may	
   obtain	
   copies	
   of	
   pupil	
   records,	
   including	
   specific	
  
information	
  on	
  completed	
  courses	
  and	
  credits	
  that	
  meet	
  graduation	
  requirements.	
  
	
  
The	
  Board	
  will	
  ensure	
  that	
  the	
  notification	
  to	
  the	
  parents	
  and	
  students	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  of	
  the	
  
closure	
   provides	
   information	
   to	
   assist	
   parents	
   and	
   students	
   in	
   locating	
   suitable	
   alternative	
   programs.	
  
This	
  notice	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  promptly	
  following	
  the	
  Board's	
  decision	
  to	
  close	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
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The	
   Board	
  will	
   also	
   develop	
   a	
   list	
   of	
   pupils	
   in	
   each	
   grade	
   level	
   and	
   the	
   classes	
   they	
   have	
   completed,	
  
together	
   with	
   information	
   on	
   the	
   pupils’	
   districts	
   of	
   residence,	
   which	
   they	
   will	
   provide	
   to	
   the	
   entity	
  
responsible	
  for	
  closure-­‐related	
  activities.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  applicable,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  provide	
  parents,	
  students	
  and	
  the	
  District	
  with	
  copies	
  of	
  all	
  
appropriate	
   student	
   records	
  and	
  will	
   otherwise	
  assist	
   students	
   in	
   transferring	
   to	
   their	
  next	
   school.	
  All	
  
transfers	
  of	
  student	
  records	
  will	
  be	
  made	
  in	
  compliance	
  with	
  the	
  Family	
  Educational	
  Rights	
  and	
  Privacy	
  
Act	
  (“FERPA”)	
  20	
  U.S.C.	
  §	
  1232g.	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  ask	
  the	
  District	
  to	
  store	
  original	
  records	
  of	
  
Gateway	
   Middle	
   School	
   students.	
   All	
   records	
   of	
   Gateway	
   Middle	
   School	
   shall	
   be	
   transferred	
   to	
   the	
  
District	
  upon	
  closure.	
  
	
  
All	
   state	
  assessment	
   results,	
   special	
   education	
   records,	
   and	
  personnel	
   records	
  will	
   be	
   transferred	
  and	
  
maintained	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  applicable	
  law.	
  
	
  
As	
   soon	
   as	
   reasonably	
   practical,	
   Gateway	
   Public	
   Schools	
  will	
   prepare	
   final	
   financial	
   records.	
   Gateway	
  
Public	
  Schools	
  will	
  also	
  have	
  an	
  independent	
  audit	
  completed	
  within	
  six	
  months	
  after	
  closure.	
  Gateway	
  
Public	
   Schools	
   will	
   pay	
   for	
   the	
   final	
   audit.	
   The	
   audit	
   will	
   be	
   prepared	
   by	
   a	
   qualified	
   Certified	
   Public	
  
Accountant	
  selected	
  by	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  to	
   the	
  District	
  promptly	
  upon	
   its	
  
completion.	
  The	
  final	
  audit	
  will	
  include	
  an	
  accounting	
  of	
  all	
  financial	
  assets,	
  including	
  cash	
  and	
  accounts	
  
receivable	
  and	
  an	
  inventory	
  of	
  property,	
  equipment,	
  and	
  other	
  items	
  of	
  material	
  value,	
  an	
  accounting	
  of	
  
the	
   liabilities,	
   including	
   accounts	
   payable	
   and	
   any	
   reduction	
   in	
   apportionments	
   as	
   a	
   result	
   of	
   audit	
  
findings	
   or	
   other	
   investigations,	
   loans,	
   and	
   unpaid	
   staff	
   compensation,	
   and	
   an	
   assessment	
   of	
   the	
  
disposition	
  of	
  any	
  restricted	
  funds	
  received	
  by	
  or	
  due	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  will	
  complete	
  and	
  file	
  any	
  annual	
  reports	
  required	
  pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  
section	
  47604.33.	
  
	
  
On	
  closure	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  all	
  assets	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  
all	
  leaseholds,	
  personal	
  property,	
  intellectual	
  property	
  and	
  all	
  ADA	
  apportionments	
  and	
  other	
  revenues	
  
generated	
  by	
   students	
  attending	
   the	
  School,	
   remain	
   the	
   sole	
  property	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Public	
   Schools	
  and	
  
shall	
   be	
  distributed	
   in	
   accordance	
  with	
   the	
  Articles	
   of	
   Incorporation	
  upon	
   the	
  dissolution	
  of	
  Gateway	
  
Public	
   Schools	
   to	
   another	
   public	
   educational	
   entity.	
   The	
   distribution	
   shall	
   include	
   return	
   of	
   any	
   grant	
  
funds	
  and	
  restricted	
  categorical	
  funds	
  to	
  their	
  source	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  the	
  terms	
  of	
  the	
  grant	
  or	
  state	
  
and	
   federal	
   law,	
   as	
   appropriate,	
   which	
   may	
   include	
   submission	
   of	
   final	
   expenditure	
   reports	
   for	
  
entitlement	
   grants	
   and	
   the	
   filing	
   of	
   any	
   required	
   Final	
   Expenditure	
   Reports	
   and	
   Final	
   Performance	
  
Reports,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  the	
  return	
  of	
  any	
  donated	
  materials	
  and	
  property	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  any	
  conditions	
  
established	
  when	
  the	
  donation	
  of	
  such	
  materials	
  or	
  property	
  was	
  accepted.	
  	
  
	
  
On	
   closure,	
   Gateway	
   Public	
   Schools	
   shall	
   remain	
   solely	
   responsible	
   for	
   all	
   liabilities	
   arising	
   from	
   the	
  
operation	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  operated	
  by	
  a	
  nonprofit	
  public	
  benefit	
  corporation,	
  should	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  
Schools	
  dissolve	
  with	
   the	
  closure	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
   the	
  Board	
  will	
   follow	
   the	
  procedures	
   set	
  
forth	
   in	
   the	
  California	
  Corporations	
  Code	
   for	
   the	
  dissolution	
  of	
   a	
  nonprofit	
   public	
   benefit	
   corporation	
  
and	
  file	
  all	
  necessary	
  filings	
  with	
  the	
  appropriate	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  agencies.	
  
	
  
Gateway	
   Middle	
   School’s	
   reserve	
   fund	
   shall	
   be	
   utilized	
   to	
   pay	
   for	
   the	
   closure	
   procedures	
   described	
  
herein.	
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XVIII.	
  	
  MISCELLANEOUS	
  
	
  
A.	
  	
  POTENTIAL	
  CIVIL	
  LIABILITY	
  EFFECTS	
  	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  	
  Potential	
  civil	
  liability	
  effects,	
  if	
  any,	
  upon	
  the	
  school	
  and	
  upon	
  the	
  District.	
  Education	
  
Code	
  Section	
  47605(g).	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  operated	
  by	
  a	
  California	
  non-­‐profit	
  public	
  benefit	
  corporation,	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  
Schools.	
  This	
  corporation	
  is	
  organized	
  and	
  operated	
  exclusively	
  for	
  charitable	
  purposes	
  within	
  the	
  
meaning	
  of	
  Section	
  501(c)(3)	
  of	
  the	
  Internal	
  Revenue	
  Code	
  and	
  California	
  Revenue	
  and	
  Taxation	
  Code	
  
Section	
  23701(d).	
  	
  
	
  
Pursuant	
   to	
   Education	
   Code	
   Section	
   47604(c),	
   an	
   entity	
   that	
   grants	
   a	
   charter	
   to	
   a	
   charter	
   school	
  
operated	
  by	
  or	
  as	
  a	
  non-­‐profit	
  public	
  benefit	
  corporation	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  liable	
  for	
  the	
  debts	
  or	
  obligations	
  
of	
   the	
   charter	
   school	
   or	
   for	
   claims	
   arising	
   from	
   the	
   performance	
   of	
   acts,	
   errors	
   or	
   omissions	
   by	
   the	
  
charter	
  school	
  if	
  the	
  authority	
  has	
  complied	
  with	
  all	
  oversight	
  responsibilities	
  required	
  by	
  law.	
  Gateway	
  
shall	
  work	
  diligently	
  to	
  assist	
  the	
  District	
  in	
  meeting	
  any	
  and	
  all	
  oversight	
  obligations	
  under	
  the	
  law,	
  to	
  
ensure	
  the	
  District	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  liable	
  for	
  the	
  operation	
  of	
  the	
  Charter	
  School.	
  	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  aims	
  to	
  enroll	
  312	
  students	
  each	
  year.	
  Based	
  on	
  current	
  estimates	
  from	
  
Gateway	
  High	
  School’s	
  enrollment,	
  close	
  to	
  90%	
  of	
  these	
  students	
  will	
  come	
  from	
  within	
  San	
  Francisco,	
  
hence	
  the	
  in-­‐district	
  enrollment	
  is	
  expected	
  to	
  be	
  approximately	
  280	
  students.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  MOU	
  regarding	
  GMS	
  between	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  and	
  SFUSD	
  lays	
  out	
  the	
  process	
  for	
  policies	
  
between	
  the	
  two	
  organizations,	
  including	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  to	
  the	
  process,	
  activities	
  and	
  associated	
  fees	
  
for	
  oversight	
  of	
  the	
  charter;	
  content,	
  processes,	
  timeline,	
  and	
  evaluation	
  criteria	
  for	
  annual	
  review	
  and	
  
site	
  visits;	
  regular,	
  ongoing	
  fiscal	
  and	
  programmatic	
  performance	
  monitoring	
  and	
  reporting;	
  content,	
  
process,	
  timelines	
  and	
  evaluation	
  criteria	
  for	
  charter	
  renewal;	
  and	
  a	
  reasonable	
  opportunity	
  for	
  
Gateway	
  to	
  correct	
  deficiencies	
  in	
  charter	
  performance.	
  As	
  detailed	
  in	
  the	
  MOU,	
  Gateway	
  pays	
  1%	
  of	
  
the	
  revenue	
  of	
  the	
  Charter	
  School	
  to	
  the	
  District	
  as	
  an	
  oversight	
  fee	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  
Section	
  47613(a).	
  Pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47613(f),	
  “revenue	
  of	
  the	
  charter	
  school”	
  is	
  
defined	
  as	
  the	
  amount	
  received	
  in	
  the	
  current	
  fiscal	
  year	
  from	
  the	
  local	
  control	
  funding	
  formula	
  
calculated	
  pursuant	
  to	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  42238.02,	
  as	
  implemented	
  by	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  
42238.03.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  addition,	
  through	
  the	
  SELPA,	
  the	
  District	
  will	
  provide	
  Gateway	
  with	
  Special	
  Education	
  services	
  and	
  
support	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47646.	
  In	
  return	
  the	
  school	
  will	
  pay	
  its	
  pro-­‐rata	
  
share	
  of	
  the	
  District-­‐wide	
  Special	
  Education	
  encroachment	
  –	
  for	
  every	
  student	
  ADA	
  at	
  Gateway,	
  
regardless	
  of	
  SPED	
  status,	
  as	
  detailed	
  in	
  the	
  MOU.	
  
	
  
The	
   corporate	
   bylaws	
   of	
   Gateway	
   Public	
   Schools	
   provides	
   for	
   indemnification	
   of	
   the	
   Gateway	
   Public	
  
Schools	
   Board,	
   officers,	
   agents,	
   and	
   employees,	
   and	
   it	
   maintains	
   general	
   liability	
   insurance,	
   Board	
  
Members	
  and	
  Officer’s	
  insurance,	
  and	
  fidelity	
  bonding	
  to	
  secure	
  against	
  financial	
  risks.	
  	
  
	
  
As	
  stated	
  below,	
  insurance	
  amounts	
  and	
  types	
  of	
  coverage	
  are	
  determined	
  by	
  recommendation	
  of	
  the	
  
District	
   and	
   Gateway	
   Public	
   Schools’s	
   insurance	
   company	
   for	
   schools	
   of	
   similar	
   size,	
   location,	
   and	
  
student	
  population.	
  The	
  District	
  shall	
  be	
  named	
  an	
  additional	
  insured	
  on	
  the	
  general	
  liability	
  insurance	
  
of	
  the	
  Charter	
  School.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  Gateway	
  Board	
  institutes	
  appropriate	
  risk	
  management	
  practices	
  as	
  discussed	
  herein,	
  including	
  
screening	
  of	
  employees,	
  establishing	
  codes	
  of	
  conduct	
  for	
  students,	
  and	
  dispute	
  resolution.	
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B.	
  	
  Insurance	
  
	
  
The	
  District	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  required	
  to	
  provide	
  coverage	
  to	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  under	
  any	
  of	
  the	
  
District's	
  self-­‐insured	
  programs	
  or	
  commercial	
  insurance	
  policies.	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  shall	
  secure	
  
and	
  maintain,	
  as	
  a	
  minimum,	
  general	
  liability,	
  workers	
  compensation,	
  and	
  other	
  necessary	
  insurance	
  of	
  
the	
  types	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  amounts	
  required	
  for	
  an	
  enterprise	
  of	
  similar	
  purpose	
  and	
  circumstance	
  to	
  protect	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  from	
  claims	
  which	
  may	
  arise	
  from	
  its	
  operations.	
  Coverage	
  amounts	
  will	
  be	
  
based	
  on	
  recommendations	
  provided	
  by	
  the	
  District	
  and	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School’s	
  insurer.	
  The	
  District	
  
Board	
  of	
  Education	
  shall	
  be	
  named	
  as	
  an	
  additional	
  insured	
  on	
  all	
  policies	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  
	
  
Insurance	
  Certificates	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  shall	
  keep	
  on	
  file	
  certificates	
  signed	
  by	
  an	
  authorized	
  representative	
  of	
  the	
  
insurance	
  carrier.	
  Certificates	
  shall	
  be	
  endorsed	
  as	
  follows:	
  The	
  insurance	
  afforded	
  by	
  this	
  policy	
  shall	
  
not	
  be	
  suspended,	
  cancelled,	
  reduced	
  in	
  coverage	
  or	
  limits	
  or	
  non-­‐renewed	
  except	
  after	
  thirty	
  (30)	
  days	
  
prior	
  written	
  notice	
  by	
  certified	
  mail,	
  return	
  receipt	
  requested,	
  has	
  been	
  given	
  to	
  the	
  District.	
  Facsimile	
  
or	
  reproduced	
  signatures	
  are	
  not	
  acceptable.	
  The	
  District	
  reserves	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  require	
  complete	
  certified	
  
copies	
  of	
  the	
  required	
  insurance	
  policies.	
  
	
  
C.	
  	
  Administrative	
  Services	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  manner	
  in	
  which	
  administrative	
  services	
  of	
  the	
  School	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  provided.	
  Education	
  
Code	
  Section	
  47605(g).	
  	
  

	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  provides	
  or	
  procures	
  its	
  own	
  administrative	
  services	
  including,	
  but	
  not	
  limited	
  
to,	
  financial	
  management,	
  accounts	
  payable/receivable,	
  payroll,	
  human	
  resources,	
  and	
  instructional	
  
program	
  development	
  through	
  its	
  own	
  staff	
  or	
  through	
  an	
  appropriately	
  qualified	
  third-­‐party	
  contractor.	
  
	
  
D.	
  	
  Facilities	
  
	
  
Governing	
  Law:	
  The	
  facilities	
  to	
  be	
  utilized	
  by	
  the	
  school.	
  The	
  description	
  of	
  facilities	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  by	
  the	
  
charter	
  school	
  shall	
  specify	
  where	
  the	
  school	
  intends	
  to	
  locate.	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  47605(g).	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  is	
  located	
  at	
  1512	
  Golden	
  Gate	
  Avenue,	
  San	
  Francisco,	
  CA	
  94115,	
  in	
  accordance	
  
with	
  a	
  Facilties	
  Use	
  Agreement	
  (“FUA”)	
  with	
  the	
  District.	
  Gateway	
  seeks	
  to	
  work	
  in	
  partnership	
  with	
  the	
  
District	
  to	
  secure	
  this	
  facility	
  as	
  a	
  long-­‐term	
  solution	
  to	
  its	
  facilities	
  needs	
  consistent	
  with	
  the	
  terms	
  of	
  
Proposition	
  39	
  and	
  all	
  other	
  applicable	
  state	
  or	
  federal	
  laws	
  and	
  regulations.	
  
	
  
E.	
  	
  Term	
  of	
  Charter:	
  	
  The	
  term	
  of	
  this	
  charter	
  shall	
  be	
  from	
  July	
  1,	
  2015	
  to	
  June	
  30,	
  2020.	
  	
  
	
  
F.	
  	
  Material	
  Revisions	
  of	
  Charter:	
  Any	
  material	
  revisions	
  to	
  this	
  charter	
  must	
  be	
  approved	
  by	
  the	
  
Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  Board	
  and	
  the	
  District	
  Board	
  of	
  Education	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  
Section	
  47607.	
  
	
  
G.	
  	
  Revocation	
  of	
  Charter:	
  This	
  charter	
  may	
  only	
  be	
  revoked	
  in	
  accordance	
  with	
  Education	
  Code	
  Section	
  
47607	
  and	
  its	
  implementing	
  regulations	
  set	
  forth	
  in	
  the	
  California	
  Code	
  of	
  Regulations,	
  Title	
  5,	
  Section	
  
11965	
  et	
  seq.	
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XXI.	
  	
  CONCLUSION	
  	
  
	
  

“The	
  future	
  belongs	
  to	
  those	
  who	
  believe	
  in	
  the	
  beauty	
  of	
  their	
  dreams.”	
  
Eleanor	
  Roosevelt.	
  

	
  
By	
  approving	
  this	
  charter	
  renewal,	
  the	
  District	
  will	
  be	
  fulfilling	
  the	
  intent	
  of	
  the	
  Charter	
  Schools	
  Act	
  of	
  
1992	
  to	
  improve	
  pupil	
  learning;	
  increase	
  learning	
  opportunities	
  for	
  all	
  pupils	
  with	
  special	
  emphasis	
  on	
  
expanded	
  learning	
  opportunities	
  for	
  all	
  pupils	
  who	
  are	
  identified	
  as	
  academically	
  low	
  achieving;	
  create	
  
new	
  professional	
  opportunities	
  for	
  teachers;	
  and	
  provide	
  parents	
  and	
  pupils	
  with	
  expanded	
  choices	
  in	
  
education	
  and	
  following	
  the	
  directive	
  of	
  law	
  to	
  encourage	
  the	
  creation	
  of	
  charter	
  schools.	
  Gateway	
  
Middle	
  School	
  is	
  eager	
  to	
  work	
  independently,	
  yet	
  cooperatively	
  with	
  the	
  District	
  to	
  raise	
  the	
  bar	
  for	
  
what	
  a	
  charter	
  school	
  can	
  and	
  should	
  be.	
  To	
  this	
  end,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  pledges	
  to	
  work	
  
cooperatively	
  with	
  the	
  District	
  to	
  answer	
  any	
  concerns	
  over	
  this	
  document	
  and	
  to	
  present	
  the	
  District	
  
with	
  the	
  strongest	
  possible	
  proposal	
  for	
  renewal	
  requesting	
  a	
  five-­‐year	
  charter	
  term	
  to	
  run	
  from	
  July	
  1,	
  
2015	
  until	
  June	
  30,	
  2020.	
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Gateway Middle School:  Community Agreements 

Student Agreement 
 
I _______________________________________________ (Name of student)   
believe that I can and will learn.  As a student at GMS, I commit to living by the 
school’s four core values, staying true to my goals for college and the future, and 
contributing to the school community in the following ways: 
 
RESPONSIBILITY 

□ I do the right thing at the right time. 
□ I work before I play. 
□ I take responsibility for my actions. 
□ I am honest. 
□ I come to school each day on time.  
□ I bring necessary supplies to each class. 

 

COMMUNITY 
□ I lend a hand when someone needs help.  
□ I am a good role model. 
□ I take action to improve the community. 
□ I stand up for what is right. 
□ I cooperate to get along with others. 
□ I solve problems peacefully. 
□ I make things right when I have made a mistake. 

 

RESPECT 
□ I appreciate differences and accept others for who they are. 
□ I keep our school grounds and supplies in good order. 
□ I take care when using other people’s things. 
□ I talk respectfully to all peers and adults. 
 

EXCELLENCE 
□ I challenge myself to do my best. 
□ I keep trying when something is hard. 
□ I ask for help when I need it. 
□ I recognize and build on my strengths.  
□ I set goals and work towards accomplishing my goals. 
□ I complete all assignments on time and to the best of my ability. 
□ I take advantage of opportunities to grow and improve. 

 
My signature below represents my understanding and full commitment to the above 
pledges.  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Student  
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Gateway Middle School:  Community Agreements 

Family Agreement 
 

As the parent/guardian of a Gateway Middle School student, I/we  
__________________________________________________________    
(Name(s) of Parent(s)/Guardian(s)) 
pledge to support my/our child’s home and school success and contribute to the 
school community in the following ways: 
 
Home Academic Support  
• I will ensure that my child comes to school on time each day ready to learn, well-

rested, and with required materials.  
• I will monitor successful completion of homework and assignments.  
• I will provide a quiet place for my child to work and read.  
• I will follow through with actions that we agree upon to support my child.  
• I will review this agreement with my child.  
 
Support Student to Succeed at School 
• I will send my child to school on time daily with a nutritious option for snacks and 

lunch.  
• I will support and adhere to the School Discipline Policy.  
• I will ensure that my child attends after-school tutoring or activities when necessary. 
• I will communicate to the school any challenges my child is facing that the school 

needs to be made aware. 
 
Participation in School Community  
• I will attend fall and spring student conferences to support my child’s learning.  
• I will attend my child’s exhibition of work each spring.  
• I will actively collaborate and communicate with teachers to meet my child’s 

learning goals.  
• I will positively contribute to the Gateway community by giving in ways that draw 

upon my strengths and knowledge.  
 
My signature below represents my understanding and full commitment to the above 
pledges.  
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature(s) of Parent(s)/Guardian(s)  
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Gateway Middle School:  Community Agreements 

School Agreement 
 

Gateway Middle School pledges to infuse the school values in each part of the school 
day and support each student’s success in the following ways:  
 
Home Academic Partnership  
• GMS will inform parents and guardians of homework policies and assign appropriate 

homework.  
• GMS will provide extended academic support opportunities for students, including 

after-school support when necessary.  
• GMS will review this agreement and our core values with students.  
• GMS will provide trainings and workshops for parents and guardians on student 

academic achievement, social-emotional support and college preparation.  
  
School Support  
• GMS will develop and implement programs that support academic student 

achievement.  
• GMS will enforce the school’s Discipline Policy of restorative practices to ensure a 

safe, nurturing learning environment.  
• GMS will provide clear school communications to families regarding school policies 

and student academic progress and behavior.  
• GMS will facilitate the participation of parents and guardians in the school.  
 
Encouragement and Support of Parent/Guardian/Family Participation  
• GMS will develop meaningful family activities and agendas focused on student 

achievement.  
• GMS will provide flexible volunteer and participation opportunities.  
 
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Aaron Watson, Principal  
 
 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Chad Slife, Assistant Principal  
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Gateway Middle School’s Mission and Vision 
 
 
 
Gateway Middle School Mission Statement:   
 
Gateway Middle School supports and challenges all students to discover their 
unique potential, actively participate in their community, and develop skills and 
habits to achieve excellence in high school and college. 
 
Core Values:  
Respect 
Responsibility 
Community  
Excellence 
 
 
Longer Mission and Vision from GMS Charter 
 
Gateway Middle School is a model, college preparatory charter school committed to 
academic excellence through personalized, student-centered learning.  Gateway 
Middle School combines a rigorous academic program with an approach where the 
individual talents and strengths of its students are identified and supported.  
Gateway Middle School seeks and supports students who have ambition, who are 
committed to working hard, and who are eager to share responsibility for their own 
learning.  Working with teachers committed to our mission, Gateway Middle School 
students will acquire the skills, habits, and knowledge necessary for academic and 
personal success in a college preparatory high school, in college and in adult life. 
 
Gateway Middle School's values of personal integrity, responsibility, and respect for 
others should inspire students to contribute to their communities however they can.  
By attending a school which fully embraces the diversity of the Bay Area, Gateway 
Middle School students will appreciate what they have in common with those who 
are different and value what they learn from one another. 
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Gateway’s 10 Principles of Learning and Teaching	
  
 
Students learn best when they … At Gateway we. . . 

1. understand how they learn and work 
to improve as learners 

focus on both the “how” and “what” of 
learning by: 
1. developing students’ understanding of 

their process of learning. 
2. developing students’ understanding of 

how to become better readers, writers, 
historians, scientists and 
mathematicians. 

3. helping students identify and work with 
their learning strengths. 

4. coaching students’ to understand 
themselves and how they can learn 
better. 

5. explicitly teaching compensatory 
strategies for academic success, 
including assistive technology. 

6. developing students’ confidence and 
habits as active, independent learners. 

 
 

2. know their individual learning styles 
supported and respected. 

1. differentiate learning opportunities 
throughout the curriculum. 

2. scaffold and develop students’ skills and 
academic confidence at their level. 

3. use assistive technology to support their 
learning. 

4. use a variety of learning strategies, 
including multi-sensory approaches, to 
support student learning. 

5. value and celebrate diversity to support 
student learning.   

 
 

3. have the opportunity to learn from 
others who are different from them. 
 

1. believe that understanding and 
appreciating differences is a prerequisite 
to learning. 

2. believe that individual student 
differences (e.g. class, gender, ability, 
race, interests) are resources for 
learning. 

3. value and celebrate diversity to support 
student learning. 

4. create collaborative, heterogeneous 
learning opportunities to foster student 
learning.  
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Gateway’s 10 Principles of Learning and Teaching 
 

Students learn best when they … At Gateway we. . . 
4. challenge themselves to learn at high 
levels in their preparation for college and 
beyond.   

1. believe that all students can learn at high 
levels and hold high expectations for all 
students. 

2. believe that learning opportunities can 
be authentically motivating. 

3. explicitly emphasize college preparation. 
4. focus on literacy & mathematics for high 

school preparation. 
5. offer a challenging curriculum in all 

subject areas. 
6. use technology to support, extend and 

demonstrate student learning. 
7. advise students in preparation for their 

next level of education. 
8. assess students’ mastery through a 

variety of standards-based, authentic 
assessments.  

9. provide creative and integrated co-
curricular activities. 

10. give students opportunities to learn 
beyond the classroom and regular 
school day. 
 

5. learn content deeply and think 
critically about what they learn by 
spending extended time on core 
academic studies.  

1. emphasize depth over breadth, critical 
thinking over rote memorization.  

2. developing students’ procedural & 
conceptual understanding of math and 
science. 

3. focus on literacy & mathematics for high 
school preparation. 

4. assess students’ mastery through a 
variety of standards-based authentic 
assessments.  

5. structure learning experiences to explore 
essential questions and themes. 
 

6. practice skills and learning strategies 
explicitly across the curriculum.  

1. explicitly teach literacy, numeracy, 
problem solving, critical thinking and 
study skills across the curriculum.  

2. assess students’ mastery of skills across 
the curriculum. 

3. use technology across subject areas for 
students to extend and demonstrate 
their learning. 
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Gateway’s 10 Principles of Learning and Teaching	
  
	
  
Students learn best when they … At Gateway we. . . 
7. actively participate in the community 
and practice community values. 

create a strong school culture by: 
1. providing opportunities for students to 

shape and live by school values and 
rules.   

2. celebrating students who exemplify 
community values. 

4. emphasizing one’s role within and 
service to both the school community 
and our larger community. 
 

8. are known well and feel safe in their 
learning environment. 
 

1. know our students well, academically, 
socially and culturally. 

2. recognize and value the whole child by 
valuing difference and diversity, 
strengths and challenges. 

3. create a learning environment that is 
safe, both physically and emotionally. 

4. provide students consistent, solid and 
proactive advising and support. 
 

9. have their families actively involved in 
their education. 

1. work with families as integral partners in 
students’ learning and success. 

2. communicate with families regularly 
about students’ academic progress. 

3. develop relationships with families to 
foster student success. 

4. create opportunities for families to 
participate in and celebrate student 
learning. 

 
10. have teachers who are expert 
practitioners and are supported to 
continue growing as professionals to 
fulfill the school’s mission. 
 

1. hire highly qualified, dedicated teachers. 
2. prioritize professional development to 

support student learning and 
achievement and the school’s mission. 

3. systematically create opportunities for 
teacher collaboration. 

4. use assessments and data to inform our 
practice. 
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Gateway Middle School 
Sixth Grade Curriculum Guide 2014-15 
 
 
Introduction  
This curriculum guide is designed to make clear what each child should know and be able to 
do by the end of sixth grade, in order to have a solid foundation for success in later grades.  
We understand that not all children are at the same level at any given point in time, but we 
hope that high expectations will bring parents and teachers together to support success for 
all students.  Finally, this guide is a work in progress. Each year, we continue to evaluate and 
improve the guide, and we appreciate your comments and suggestions. 
 
 
Table of Contents 
 
Mission and Vision          page 1 
Humanities 6           page 2 
Mathematics 6          page 3 
Science 6           page 4 
Learning Seminar 6          page 5 
Advisory 6           page 6 
Exploratory Arts 6           page 7 
Exploratory Spanish 6         page 8 
Physical Education 6          page 9 
Math Seminar 6          page 10 
Process of Learning Rubric                     page 
11 
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Gateway Middle School Mission and Vision 
 
Mission Statement 
Gateway Middle School supports and challenges all students to discover their unique 
potential, actively participate in their community, and develop skills and habits to achieve 
excellence in high school and college. 
 
Vision Statement 
Gateway Middle School is a model, college preparatory charter school committed to academic 
excellence through personalized, student-centered learning.  Gateway Middle School 
combines a rigorous academic program with an approach where the individual talents and 
strengths of its students are identified and supported.  Working with teachers committed to 
our mission, Gateway Middle School students will acquire the skills, habits, and knowledge 
necessary for academic and personal success in a college preparatory high school, in college 
and in adult life. 
 
Gateway Middle School's values of personal integrity, responsibility, and respect for others 
should inspire students to contribute to their communities however they can.  By attending a 
school which fully embraces the diversity of the Bay Area, Gateway Middle School students 
will appreciate what they have in common with those who are different and value what they 
learn from one another. 
 
 
A Commitment to Partnership with Families 
At Gateway, we believe that parents and guardians play a vital role in the education of their 
children. While the middle years tend to be a time when students yearn for greater 
independence from their families, it is also a time when family involvement remains essential 
to students’ academic success.  Gateway is committed to working with parents to reach the 
academic and social goals necessary for student success in middle school and beyond.  This 
guide is one way in which we seek to bring parents and teachers together to support success 
for all students.   
 
To encourage continued family involvement during this critical transition from elementary 
school to middle school, Gateway Middle School also provides many other opportunities for 
meaningful family participation, including: 

● Family Information Nights 
● Parent-Teacher and Student-Led Conferences 
● Student Exhibition Nights  
● Gateway Parents Association (GPA)  
● Flexible volunteer opportunities at school 
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Grade 6 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Humanities  
 
By the end of the school year, all sixth grade students should be able to …  

☑ identify the features of a civilization and distinguish key characteristics that make each 
ancient civilization unique. 

☑ identify and write in different genres,  including narrative writing, 
informative/explanatory writing, argumentative writing and research reports. 

☑ independently research a topic, gather information and publish their research orally 
and in writing 

☑ write an organized, logical, well-edited  5 paragraph essay using evidence. 
☑ use the writing process to organize ideas and evidence, write, revise, edit and publish 

their work. 
☑ prepare and present oral presentations in different styles and for different purposes. 
☑ use reading strategies to decode, read, comprehend and analyze a variety of genres and 

texts. 
 
Units of study 

1. What is Humanities?     
● ELA focus: Informative Writing 

2. What are civilizations and why did they come to be? 
● ELA focus: Argumentative  Writing 

3. Ancient Egypt 
● ELA focus: Informative & Argumentative Writing 

4. Ancient India 
● ELA focus: Argumentative Writing 

5. Ancient China 
● ELA focus: Narrative & Argumentative Writing  

6. Ancient Greece 
● ELA focus: Informative & Argumentative Writing 

7. Ancient Rome: 
● ELA focus: Research Report 

 
Assessments / sources for grades: 

● Unit tests and projects 
● Writing assignments (paragraphs, essays, narratives & reports) 
● Weekly quizzes  
● Process of Learning assessments 
● Writers’ notebooks 
● In-class assignments (independent & group work) 
● Homework 
● Binders 
● Student participation (independent & group work, field trip participation) 
● Oral presentations 

 
Curriculum texts and approaches used  

● TCI History Alive! The Ancient World 
● Step Up to Writing 
● Trade books, novels and myths 
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Grade 6 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Mathematics 
 
By the end of the school year, all sixth grade students should be able to … 

☑ communicate mathematical ideas through written, oral, and/or visual means 
☑ develop their confidence and identify as mathematicians 
☑ recognize that there is more than one way to approach a mathematical problem 
☑ know the relationship among factors & multiples, divisors & products, primes & 

composites  and be able to apply them when solving math problems ( i.e. finding the least 
common multiples and greatest common divisor when working with fractions)  

☑ build an understanding of fractions, decimals and percents and the relationship between 
and among these numbers  

☑ increase their computational fluency when working with fractions and decimals  
☑ write an algebraic expression based on a pattern   
☑ understand and solve equations 
☑ analyze what it means to measure area, surface area, and volume and distinguish whether 

area, surface area or volume is the required measurement for a given situation  
☑ choose an appropriate method to compare quantities using ratios, rates, and percents. 
☑ use proportional reasoning to solve problems 
☑ collect, organize, analyze and interpret data in order to make decision and/or predictions 
☑ read, create, and analyze graphs to understand mathematical relationships 

 
Units of study 

● Number Sense and Building Class Norms    
● Factors and Multiples 
● Rational Numbers and Absolute Value 
● Fractions and Decimals 
● Ratio 
● Expressions 
● Equations and Inequalities 
● Rate  
● Data Distribution and Variability 
● Area, Surface Area, and Volume  

 
Assessments / sources for grades: 

● math journals  
● homework 
● reflections 
● individual and group participation 
● tests/ quizzes 
● performance tasks/ projects 

 
Curriculum approach used  
Students will engage in understanding how math works and what math has to do with their lives.  
Through collaborative learning, students will develop and extend their knowledge, skills and 
identity as mathematicians.  A variety of resources such as Connected Mathematics Program (an 
investigative approach curriculum) and teacher created units based on the work of Marilyn Burns 
and the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) will be used.  Students will develop 
conceptual understanding and procedural fluency through hands-on activities, small and whole 
group math tasks, and individual practice. 
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Grade 6 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Science 
 
By the end of the school year, all sixth grade students should be able to …  
 

☑ know and apply the processes of scientific inquiry 
☑ observe and record data to create and use scientific models to explain what is happening 
☑ understand how energy flows between non-living and living organisms 
☑ explain how weather is created and use student-created models to predict weather 

events 
☑ explain what is heat, how it moves from one place to another, and its influence on earth 
☑ understand that plate tectonic movement is responsible for generating earthquakes, 

landforms and topographical features like volcanoes, mountains, valleys, and mid-ocean 
ridges 

☑ identify some CA geologic features and tell how they were formed 
 
 
Units of study 

1. How Science Works? 

2. Weather 

3. Earth’s Structure 

4. Plate Tectonics 

5. Ecology 

 

Assessments / sources for grades: 

● science journals 

● homework 

● quick writes / reflections 

● performance tasks / projects 

● quizzes / tests 

● participation (individual and group)  
 

 
Curriculum approach used  
Through “hands on” and “minds on” work, students will be immersed in a variety of 
independent, small group, and whole class activities that develop students’ understanding of 
how science works and what science thinking is.  Using an inquiry based Earth Science program, 
Investigating Earth Systems, and teacher/student created units of study, we will explore the 
inner workings of the earth and how this science knowledge relates to our lives.  Science 
journals will be used to develop scientific habits of mind as well as strengthen reading and 
writing in the content areas.  
 
 
 
 
Grade 6 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Learning Seminar  
 

By the end of the school year, all sixth grade students should be able to … 
 

Learning Strategies 
☑ Identify various learning styles and develop self-awareness of their own learning and 

thinking processes.   
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☑ Learn and apply strategies in order to improve their academic skills and habits. (e.g. 
self-assessments, graphic organizers, technology, homework planner, binder 
organization) 

☑ Demonstrate the ability to set goals, plan to reach goals, monitor progress, and 
complete goals. 

☑ Integrate technology, both hi-tech and lo-tech, to support and extend their learning, 
(e.g. using google classroom, google docs, google presentation, gmail and Typing Pal). 
 

Reading Strategies 
☑ Read a text closely to comprehend both what it says and what it implies.  
☑ Use specific evidence from a text to support conclusions from the reading. 
☑ Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development. 
☑ Summarize the key idea and identify supporting details and ideas in a text. 
☑ Interpret words and phrases in a text and analyze how specific word choices change 

meaning or tone of that text. 
☑ Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and 

larger portions of the text relate to each other and the whole text. 
☑ Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and 

proficiently. 
 
Units of study: 

● Organization and Planning 
● Technology for School Success 
● Reading Strategies for School Success 
● Academic Strategies 
● Learning Styles and the Human Brain 
● Self-Awareness 
● Self-Advocacy 
● Collaboration 

 
Assessments / sources for grades: 

● Reader’s Response Notebooks 
● Guided Reading Notebooks 
● Tests & quizzes 
● Performance on Typing Pal 
● Projects and presentations (both oral & written) 
● Rubrics 

 
Curriculum approach used: 

● SIM Strategies, University of Kansas, Center of Learning 
● Fender, G. Learning to Learn, Revised Edition, 2004 
● Auman, M., Step Up To Writing, Sopris West, 2008  
● Committee for Children, Second Step 

Grade 6 Learning Goals and Expectations for Advisory  
 
Advisory Goals and Objectives:   
 

☑ To foster a positive school climate as students develop positive relationships.  
☑ To know every student in the school well.  This will help students’ need to belong to a 

group, and to help students feel accepted and valued by teachers and peers. 
☑ For each student to have a meaningful connection with an adult.  This insures that every 

student is known well by at least one adult in the middle school.  This adult is able to 
support the student in times of difficulty, to recognize the warning signs of teen 
problems, as well as to celebrate the student’s successes. 
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☑ Personalize the school curriculum by providing a forum to address topics of concern 
for young adolescents and also addressing significant and unexpected events in an 
arena with a higher level of trust and concern than is found in the average classroom. 

☑ Form consistent partnerships with families and keep communication flowing between 
home and school. 

 
What is Advisory? 
Advisory is a vital component of the middle school concept and is designed to offer students a 
safe environment in which they can develop and strengthen their social-emotional skills and 
build a sense of community within our school.  The class incorporates community circle, the 
Second Step curriculum for social-emotional skills, Tribes activities, interest-based clubs, and 
academic advising.  Advisory provides students with an advisor who they can seek when needing 
academic and social advising.  Each of the core values of community, respect, responsibility, and 
excellence will be the focus of the course while students learn and practice social-emotional 
skills and make Advisory a place to celebrate each other.  It is a time of camaraderie, support, 
and learning. 
 
Advisor Role 
The advisor acts as a mentor to the students in his or her group, guiding their academic 
education and supporting their social and emotional development. Ideally, advisors also act as 
the central contact person between the school and their advisees’ families. Advisors will help 
guide conversation around changes common to middle school students, peer relationships, 
study skills, school values, goal setting, college and career exploration, problem solving, 
decision-making, and community service. 
 
Advisory Structure  

● Each advisory is made up of 15-18 students in the same grade level. 
● Advisories meet five days a week unless there is a scheduled assembly.  

 
Curricular Content of Advisory 6:  

• Focus: Community-building within the sixth grade 
• Project: School-wide programs focused upon on cultural awareness 
• Second Step: Empathy and Communication, Bullying Prevention, Emotion Management, 

Problem Solving, Substance Abuse Prevention 
• College awareness with college visit in the spring 

 
Grade 6 Learning Goals and Expectations for Exploratory Arts 
 
By the end of a semester of Exploratory Arts, all 6th grade students should be 
able to …  
 

☑ Discuss works of art (e.g. theme, genre, style, idea, and differences in media) 
☑ Describe how balance is effectively used in a work of art  
☑ Create a drawing, using varying tints, shades, and intensities.  
☑ Create increasingly complex original works of art reflecting personal choices and 

increased technical skill  
☑ Select specific media and processes to express moods, feelings, themes, or ideas.  
☑ Use technology to create original works of art.  
☑ Present on a piece of music using Active Listening methods of analysis 
☑ Identify and reference specific qualities of a piece of music (vocal tone, rhythm, 

instrumentation, dynamic) which contribute to the compelling aspects of the music 
☑ Develop specific criteria as individuals or in groups to assess and critique works of art.  
☑ Change, edit, or revise their works of art after a critique, articulating reasons for 

their changes.  
☑ Create artwork containing imagery and text in “artistic nonsense” fashion- compiling 

until meaning is produced 
☑ Establish criteria to use in selecting works of art for a specific type of art exhibition.  
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Units of study  

1. Fundamentals of Drawing & Performing 
2. Voice and Vision: Graffiti, Comic Books, Spoken Word 
3. Symbolism and Patterns: Mask Making 
4. STOMP: Making Music using Everyday Objects 
5. Mosaic Grid Portraiture 
6. Digital Media for Documentation 

 
Assessments / sources for grades:  

● Sketchbook/journal 
● Participation 
● Collaboration 
● In-class tasks/larger projects 
● Homework 
● Small writing/research assignments 

 
Curriculum approach used  

Through “hands on” and “minds on” work, students will be immersed in a variety of 
independent, small group, and whole class activities that develop students’ understanding of 
historical and contemporary art practices. Students will gain experience and skills in drawing 
from observation and imagination as well as tools for enhancing performance art (singing, 
collaboration, composition, public speaking and performance, etc.). 
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Grade 6 Learning Goals and Expectations for Exploratory Spanish 
 
By the end of a semester of Exploratory Spanish, all 6th grade students should 
be able to …  

☑ pronounce Spanish words using the sounds of the Spanish alphabet. 
☑ follow along with songs and read alouds in Spanish. 
☑ ask routine classroom questions in Spanish. 
☑ use formulaic language (learned words and phrases). 
☑ make short sentences in Spanish. 

 
 
Units of study 
 
Cultural Context:  Language Focus: 
Holidays 
Spanish speaking countries 

Classroom Objects 
Months & Days 
Cognates 
Alphabet / Greetings / Numbers (1-30)  
Geographic characteristics 
Nouns, articles, and adjectives 
The verb “ser / to be 

 
 
Assessments / sources for grades 

● Class Participation 
● Note-Taking Efforts 
● Assignment Completion 
● Reflective Cultural Diary Entries 
● Group Participation and 

Presentations 

● Spoken Language Tasks to Practice 
Vocabulary & Language Skills  

● Maintenance of a Spanish Folder  
● Performance based assessments 
● Projects   

 
Curriculum approach used  

● Teaching Proficiency Through Reading and Storytelling, TPRS 
● Excerpts from other language materials 
● Quia and other online practice and play sites 
● Constructivist and experiential learning using realia and creating artificial realities 
● Language games 
● Creative projects 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grade 6 Learning Goals and Expectations for Physical Education  
 
By the end of the school year, all sixth grade students should be able to … 
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☑ explain how nutrition, exercise and healthy habits work together to create wellness 
☑ evaluate and make healthy meal choices 
☑ demonstrate sportsmanship, teamwork and communication during activities 
☑ understand the importance of cardio, flexibility, strength, balance, agility and 

coordination 
☑ take skills learned in PE and apply to an active lifestyle outside of PE setting 

 
Units of study 

1. Fitness 
2. Nutrition 
3. Sports (e.g. Soccer, Disc Sports, basketball, volleyball, football, 

badminton,softball/kickball) 
4. Dodgeball (the new, non-threatening version) 

 
Assessments / sources for grades: 

▪ Participation and effort (including proper dress) 
▪ Homework, projects and fitness/nutrition journals 
▪ Tests (celebrations of knowledge) 
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Grade 6 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Math Seminar 
 
Learning Goals: 
By the end of the school year, all students should be able to demonstrate skill proficiencies 
in the areas of math facts fluency, addition/subtraction/multiplication/division concepts, 
mental math, and number manipulation.  Students will be taught based on their individual 
needs.  
 
Math Intervention Goals: 

● Students will be able to increase their math fluency as measured by curriculum based 
measures and end of unit tests. 

● Students will increase their awareness of math computation strategies. 
● Students will increase their ability to do math mentally and manipulate numbers to do 

complex problems. 
 

Inclusionary and Exit Criteria 
1. Students who have a composite score of two grade levels below their current 

enrollment grade will be targeted for in-class math intervention and/or Math Seminar 
class.  

2. Student eligibility will be based on the following assessment data: 
a. Diagnostic results from Do the Math Now Interview 
b. Teacher diagnostics 
c. Previous year grades 
d. End of previous school year MAP Math Scores 
e. Teacher Recommendation  

3. Students showing proficiency in the Learning Goals and meeting the Exit Criteria as 
determined by the Math Intervention Teacher will be considered on a quarterly basis 
for enrollment. 
 

Units of Study 
● Number Sense with Addition and Subtraction 
● Multiplication Strategies 
● Division Strategies 
● Fractions and Factoring 

 

Curriculum Program 
● Do the Math Now! Marilyn Burns  
● TransMath: Developing Number Sense, Woodward and Stroh 
● IXL Math Program 

 

Instructional Strategies 
● Small Group Math Intervention Class, 60-minute Blocks, 2 ½ times a week 
● Small Group Low Teacher-Student Ratio 
● Strategies Intervention and Instruction  
● Repetition and Spiraling & Mastery of Criteria approaches 
● Computer Adaptive Program  

 

Assessments 
● Unit Tests in Do the Math Now program and TransMath Program 
● Teacher Created Assessments
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Mark	
  the	
  box	
  that	
  describes	
  how	
  you	
  would	
  respond	
  to	
  the	
  statements	
  below.	
  
	
  

1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
I	
  still	
  need	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  help	
  with	
  

this	
  task/skill.	
  
I	
  usually	
  need	
  my	
  teacher’s	
  

help	
  with	
  this	
  task.	
  
I	
  sometimes	
  need	
  help	
  with	
  

this	
  task.	
  
I	
  can	
  do	
  this	
  by	
  myself.	
  

	
  
	
   Academic	
  Strategies	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Effort	
   I	
  put	
  in	
  my	
  best	
  effort	
  in	
  my	
  work.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Presentation	
   My	
  work	
  is	
  free	
  of	
  doodles	
  and	
  wrinkles.	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Using	
  Strategies	
   I	
  use	
  the	
  strategies	
  and	
  tools	
  I	
  learned	
  in	
  class	
  to	
  better	
  understand	
  the	
  subject.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Quality	
   My	
  work	
  is	
  fully	
  and	
  accurately	
  completed	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  directions.	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Organization	
  and	
  Planning	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Timeliness	
   I	
  turn	
  in	
  my	
  homework	
  in	
  on	
  time.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Planner	
   I	
  use	
  my	
  planner	
  to	
  write	
  down	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  homework	
  assignments	
  and	
  due	
  dates.	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Binder	
  /	
  Notebook	
   I	
  keep	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  current	
  assignments	
  and	
  homework	
  in	
  the	
  correct	
  folder	
  or	
  
section	
  of	
  my	
  binder.	
  I	
  keep	
  my	
  notebook	
  up	
  to	
  date.	
  I	
  bring	
  all	
  my	
  materials	
  to	
  
class.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Attendance	
   I	
  am	
  on	
  time	
  for	
  every	
  class.	
  	
  If	
  I	
  am	
  absent	
  from	
  school	
  I	
  make	
  sure	
  to	
  collect	
  and	
  
complete	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  missing	
  work.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Self-­‐Awareness	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Risk-­‐Taking	
   I	
  participate	
  in	
  all	
  class	
  activities,	
  even	
  if	
  the	
  activity	
  involves	
  a	
  skill	
  I	
  find	
  

challenging.	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Self-­‐Awareness	
   I	
  know	
  what	
  talents	
  and	
  strengths	
  I	
  bring	
  as	
  a	
  learner	
  and	
  use	
  them	
  in	
  my	
  
learning.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Openness	
  to	
  Growth	
   I	
  accept	
  my	
  areas	
  of	
  challenge	
  as	
  opportunities	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  better	
  learner.	
  	
  I	
  try	
  
new	
  strategies	
  that	
  may	
  help	
  me	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  better	
  learner.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Collaboration	
  Skills	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Pair/Group	
  Interactions	
   I	
  listen	
  attentively	
  when	
  working	
  with	
  others.	
  	
  I	
  contribute	
  and	
  share	
  the	
  workload	
  

with	
  my	
  partners.	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Relationships	
   I	
  help	
  other	
  members	
  if	
  they	
  don’t	
  understand	
  or	
  are	
  having	
  trouble	
  completing	
  
the	
  work.	
  I	
  accept	
  help	
  from	
  others	
  when	
  I	
  am	
  stuck	
  on	
  a	
  topic.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Acceptance/Openness	
  
(of	
  others,	
  difference)	
  

I	
  could	
  be	
  paired	
  with	
  anybody	
  in	
  the	
  class	
  and	
  I	
  would	
  work	
  productively	
  
together	
  with	
  that	
  person	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  work	
  done.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Self-­‐Advocacy	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Reaching	
  out	
   I	
  ask	
  for	
  what	
  I	
  need	
  when	
  I	
  know	
  I	
  need	
  help	
  (ex:	
  schoolwork	
  or	
  social-­‐emotional)	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Diligence/Ownership	
   I	
  take	
  responsibility	
  for	
  my	
  own	
  learning	
  by	
  checking	
  my	
  grades	
  regularly	
  and	
  

getting	
  all	
  missing	
  work	
  when	
  I	
  miss	
  class.	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Persistence	
   If	
  I	
  don’t	
  get	
  my	
  needs	
  met	
  the	
  first	
  time,	
  I	
  follow	
  up	
  with	
  the	
  teacher	
  until	
  I	
  get	
  
my	
  needs	
  met.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

 
 

Process	
  of	
  Learning	
  Student	
  Self-­‐Assessment	
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Gateway Middle School 
Seventh Grade Curriculum Guide 2014-15 
 
 
Introduction  
This curriculum guide is designed to make clear what each child should know and be able to 
do by the end of seventh grade, in order to have a solid foundation for success in later 
grades.  We understand that not all children are at the same level at any given point in time, 
but we hope that high expectations will bring parents and teachers together to support 
success for all students.  Finally, this guide is a work in progress. Each year, we continue to 
evaluate and improve the guide, and we appreciate your comments and suggestions. 
 
 
Table of Contents 
 
Mission and Vision          page 1 
Humanities 7           page 2 
Mathematics 7          page 3 
Science 7           page 4 
Learning Seminar 7          page 5 
Advisory 7           page 6 
Exploratory Spanish 7          page 7 
Heritage Spanish 7           page 8 
Visual and Performing Arts 7         page 9 
Physical Education 7                    page 
10 
Process of Learning Rubric                   page 
11 
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Gateway Middle School Mission and Vision 
 
Mission Statement 
Gateway Middle School supports and challenges all students to discover their unique 
potential, actively participate in their community, and develop skills and habits to achieve 
excellence in high school and college. 
 
Vision Statement 
Gateway Middle School is a model, college preparatory charter school committed to academic 
excellence through personalized, student-centered learning.  Gateway Middle School 
combines a rigorous academic program with an approach where the individual talents and 
strengths of its students are identified and supported.  Working with teachers committed to 
our mission, Gateway Middle School students will acquire the skills, habits, and knowledge 
necessary for academic and personal success in a college preparatory high school, in college 
and in adult life. 
 
Gateway Middle School's values of personal integrity, responsibility, and respect for others 
should inspire students to contribute to their communities however they can.  By attending a 
school which fully embraces the diversity of the Bay Area, Gateway Middle School students 
will appreciate what they have in common with those who are different and value what they 
learn from one another. 
 
 
A Commitment to Partnership with Families 
At Gateway, we believe that parents and guardians play a vital role in the education of their 
children. While the middle years tend to be a time when students yearn for greater 
independence from their families, it is also a time when family involvement remains essential 
to students’ academic success.  Gateway is committed to working with parents to reach the 
academic and social goals necessary for student success in middle school and beyond.  This 
guide is one way in which we seek to bring parents and teachers together to support success 
for all students.   
 
To encourage continued family involvement during this critical transition from elementary 
school to middle school, Gateway Middle School also provides many other opportunities for 
meaningful family participation, including: 

▪ Family Information Nights 
▪ Parent-Teacher and Student-Led Conferences 
▪ Student Exhibition Nights  
▪ Gateway Parents Association (GPA)  
▪ Flexible volunteer opportunities at school 
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Grade 7 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Humanities  
 
By the end of the school year, all seventh grade students should be able to …  

☑ effectively take part in collaborative discussions on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues 
☑ identify cause-and-effect relationships, bias, stereotyping, and author’s point of view in 

history 
☑ understand key characteristics that make each medieval civilization and religion unique 
☑ use reading strategies to decode, read, comprehend and analyze a variety of genres and 

texts 
☑ identify and write in different genres: including narrative writing, 

informative/explanatory writing argumentative writing and research based writing. 
☑ use the writing process to organize ideas, write, revise, edit and publish their work 
☑ use primary source documents to build a broad understanding of historical events 

 
Units of study 

1. Beginning of Medieval Times 
Essential Question: are all people equal? 

● Writing: narrative  
● Reading: characterization and plot structure  

2. The Rise and Spread of Islam  
Essential Question: how do ideas spread? 

● Writing: argumentative  
● Reading: characterization and recurring themes  

3. From Medieval Times to the Renaissance 
Essential Question: are the needs of the community or the individual more important? 

● Writing: writing historical argument from primary sources 
● Reading: evaluating sources, analyze symbolism, allusion and figurative language 

4. Europe Enters the Modern Age 
Essential Question: What is the best way to find truth? 

● Writing: research/informative  
● Reading: evaluating sources, analyze theme, symbolism, allusion and figurative 

language  
 
Assessments / sources for grades:  do nows & exit tickets; unit tests and quizzes; learning 
process assessments; student class participation and collaboration; writing rubrics and 
checklists; writers’ notebooks; binders; essays and projects; homework. 
 
Curriculum approach used 

● TCI History Alive! The Medieval World and Beyond 

● Novels, plays, poetry 

● Nonfiction articles and primary source documents 

● Flocabulary 

● Academic Conversation (Jeff Zwiers) 
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Grade 7 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Mathematics 
 
By the end of the school year, all seventh grade students should be able to … 
 

☑ communicate and collaborate effectively with their peers to solve complex, real-world 
problems 

☑ clearly articulate different mathematical strategies and ideas orally, visually, and in 
writing 

☑ deepen their number sense (mathematical procedures) & confidence in their math 
abilities 

☑ justify solutions to real-world math problems involving market math, ratios, & 
comparisons 

☑ interpret and create tables, graphs and their equations 
☑ manipulate integers using all four operations and major properties 
☑ apply conceptual knowledge of linear patterns to write, solve, and justify solutions to 

complex equations and inequalities  
☑ use facts about supplementary, complementary, vertical, and adjacent angles in a multi-

step problem  
☑ deepen understanding of, and two/three-dimensional figures, and three-dimensional 

figures (e.g. calculate surface area & volume of a variety of non rectangular prisms).  
☑ make predictions based on either theoretical or experimental probabilities (e.g. use 

random sampling and compare populations) 
☑ understand that statistics can be used to gain information about a population by 

examining a sample of the population 
 

Units of study 
1. Number Sense and Building Classroom Community    
2. Comparing and Scaling 
3. Variables and Patterns  
4. Accentuate the Negative 
5. Geometry 
6. Samples and Populations 
7. What Do You Expect? 

 
Assessments / sources for grades: 

● math journals  
● homework 
● showing mathematical reasoning orally and in writing 
● individual and collaborative participation 
● tests/ quizzes 
● performance tasks/ projects 

 
Curriculum approach used  
We will use Connected Mathematics Program, an investigative approach curriculum, along with 
teacher created units to engage students in understanding how math works and what it has to 
do with our lives. Through hands-on activities, small and whole-group math talks, and 
procedural practice, students will develop conceptual and procedural understandings.  
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Grade 7 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Science 
 
By the end of the school year, all seventh grade students should be able to …  
 

☑ use tools and technology appropriately to perform tests, collect data, & display data. 
☑ design questions, create investigations, & record/communicate findings effectively. 
☑ understand relationships between the structures and functions of the human body. 
☑ know the levels of organization of living things and determine what makes something 

living. 
☑ understand that the human organism is comprised of systems that allow us to live and 

protect us from disease. 
☑ understand that all organisms are composed of cells and that cells carry on the many 

functions needed to sustain life. 
☑ understand that every organism requires a set of instructions for specifying its traits, 

which are passed on to its offspring. 
☑ describe how evolution accounts for the diversity of species, developed over time.  
☑ articulate the importance of balance and flux in an ecosystem 

 
Units of study 
 

1. Nature of Science  
2. Body Works 
3. Cell Biology and Disease 
4. Genetics 
5. Evolution  
6. Exhibition  

 
Assessments / sources for grades: 

● science journals 
● homework 
● quick writes and reflections 
● performance tasks / projects 
● quizzes and tests 
● participation (individual and group) 

 
Curriculum approach used 
Through “hands on” and “minds on” work, students will be immersed in a variety of 
independent, small group, and whole class activities that develop students’ understanding of 
how science works and what science thinking is.  Using an inquiry based Life Science program 
called Issues and Life Science and teacher- and student-created units of study, we will 
explore both the micro and macro inner workings of the human body, and their effect on 
everyday life.  Science journals will be used to develop scientific habits of mind as well as 
strengthen reading and writing in the content areas. 
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Grade 7 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Learning 
Seminar  
 
By the end of the school year, all seventh grade students should be able to …  
 
Reading Strategy: 

☑ use specific reading strategies to make meaning of a complex text 
☑ identify the structure and development of an argument within a text 
☑ identify author’s purpose for writing  

Process of Learning Strategies:  
☑ organize their resources for academic success  
☑ utilize academic strategies specific to their needs and learning styles  
☑ collaborate effectively to learn more deeply  
☑ recognize and advocate for their evolving learning needs  

Technology Strategies:  
☑ use various academic technological tools in the classroom setting  
☑ use current technology to present their knowledge  
☑ use the Internet appropriately and safely 
☑ conduct research online  

Brain and Learning Strategies: 
☑ identify their learning profiles and modality preferences  
☑ apply various study and test taking skills appropriate to their learning needs  
☑ use brain science and growth mindset to develop successful academic habits  

 
Areas of study: 

1. Reading Strategies 
2. Process of Learning Strategies 
3. Technology Strategies 
4. Brain and Learning Strategies  

 
Assessments / sources for grades: 

● Reader Response Notebooks 
● Guided Reading Journals 
● Technological presentations 
● Student class participation and collaboration 
● Homework  
● Process of Learning Rubric  

 
Curriculum approach used:  

● Guided Reading 
● Brainology by Mindset Works 
● Typing Pal  
● Academic Conversations by Jeff Zwiers  

 
 
Grade 7 Learning Goals and Expectations for Advisory  
 
Advisory Goals and Objectives:   
 

☑ To foster a positive school climate as students develop positive relationships.  
☑ To know every student in the school well.  This will help students’ need to belong to a 

group, and to help students feel accepted and valued by teachers and peers. 
☑ For each student to have a meaningful connection with an adult.  This insures that 

every student is known well by at least one adult in the middle school.  This adult is 
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able to support the student in times of difficulty, to recognize the warning signs of 
teen problems, as well as to celebrate the student’s successes. 

☑ Personalize the school curriculum by providing a forum to address topics of concern 
for young adolescents and also addressing significant and unexpected events in an 
arena with a higher level of trust and concern than is found in the average classroom. 

☑ Form consistent partnerships with families and keep communication flowing between 
home and school. 

 
What is Advisory? 
Advisory is a vital component of the middle school concept and is designed to offer students a 
safe environment in which they can develop and strengthen their social-emotional skills and 
build a sense of community within our school.  The class incorporates community circle, the 
Second Step curriculum for social-emotional skills, Tribes activities, interest-based clubs, 
and academic advising.  Advisory provides students with an advisor who they can seek when 
needing academic and social advising.  Each of the core values of community, respect, 
responsibility, and excellence will be the focus of the course while students learn and 
practice social-emotional skills and make Advisory a place to celebrate each other.  It is a time 
of camaraderie, support, and learning. 
 
Advisor Role 
The advisor acts as a mentor to the students in his or her group, guiding their academic 
education and supporting their social and emotional development. Ideally, advisors also act as 
the central contact person between the school and their advisees’ families. Advisors will 
help guide conversation around changes common to middle school students, peer 
relationships, study skills, school values, goal setting, college and career exploration, 
problem solving, decision-making, and community service. 
 
Advisory Structure  

● Each advisory is made up of 15-18 students in the same grade level. 
● Advisories meet five days a week unless there is a scheduled assembly.  

 
Curricular Content of Advisory 7:  

• Focus: Community-building within entire school 
• Project: School-wide anti-bullying programs 
• Second Step: Empathy and Communication, Bullying Prevention, Emotion Management, 

Substance Abuse Prevention 
• College awareness with college visit in the spring 
• High school decision-making in the spring 

Grade 7 Learning Goals and Expectations for Exploratory Spanish  
 
By the end of the school year, all Exploratory Spanish students should be able 
to …  
 

☑ pronounce Spanish words using the sounds of the Spanish alphabet. 
☑ follow along with songs and read alouds in Spanish. 
☑ comprehend simple questions asked in Spanish. 
☑ ask routine classroom questions in Spanish. 
☑ use formulaic language (learned words and phrases). 
☑ attempt to speak or answer a question using Spanish. 
☑ makes sentences in Spanish. 

 
Units of study 
 
Cultural Context: Language Focus: 
México   Alphabet / Greetings / Numbers (1-30) / “hay”     
Guatemala  Basic Geography Terms / The Classroom / Nouns 

           Definite & Indefinite Articles, Plural Forms    
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El Salvador  The Family / Subject Pronouns / “ser - to be” & “estar - to be”   
Possessive Pronouns / “tener - to have” / Telling Time / Question Words” 

Honduras  Clothing / Colors / Shopping / Numbers (31+) / Adjectives 
 Present Tense –AR Verbs    

Nicaragua  Weather / Seasons / Dates & Holidays / Present Tense –ER / –IR Verbs  
 
 
Assessments / sources for grades 
 

● Class Participation 
● Note-Taking Efforts 
● Assignment Completion 
● Reflective Cultural Diary Entries 
● Group Participation and 

Presentations 

● Spoken Language Tasks to Practice 
Vocabulary & Language Skills  

● Maintenance of a Spanish Folder  
● Performance based assessments 
● Projects   

 
Curriculum approach used  
 

● Teaching Proficiency through Reading and Storytelling, TPRS 
● ¡Bienvenidos! An Introduction to Spanish Language Studies, VOCES 1st Year 

Spanish by Teacher’s Discovery, and excerpts from other language materials 
● Quia and other online practice and play sites 
● Constructivist and experiential learning using realia and creating artificial realities 
● Language games 
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Grade 7 Learning Goals and Expectations for Heritage Spanish  
 
By the end of the school year, all Heritage Spanish 1 students should be able to 
…  
 

☑ use the sounds of the Spanish alphabet to improve spelling. 
☑ read aloud in Spanish. 
☑ feel more comfortable speaking Spanish in front of a group. 
☑ recognize how accent marks change the sound of words. 
☑ punctuate Spanish style. 
☑ apply new grammar and vocabulary to improve written expression in Spanish. 

 
Units of study  Content Codes: A.  Geographical Focus     B.  Historical / 
Cultural Focus       C.  Literary Exposure        D.  
Written Expression Task 

        E.  Spanish / English Grammar Comparisons 
 
1.  Tú y yo A.  Venezuela     B.  Simón Bolívar & South American Independence           

C.  Narrative Poetry     D.  Describing Human Traits & Characteristics 
 E.  Singular Forms of “to be” Verb(s), Nouns, Adjectives, Articles 
 
2.  Nosotros A.  Spain     B.  The Diverse Ethnic Heritage of Spain & Latin America  

C.  Non-Fiction     D.  Personal Reflection Essay     E. Plural Forms of “to 
be” Verb(s), Nouns, Adjectives, Articles / Contractions / “Barbarismos y 
vicios” 
 

  3.  Mitos y   A.  Mexico     B.  The Conquest of México – Tenochtitlán (the Aztecs) 
        leyendas  C. Myths & Legends     D. Paraphrasing & Summarizing      

E.  “Ser” vs. “estar” / Object Pronouns / Spoken & Written Accents 
 
Assessments / sources for grades 

● Active Class Participation 
● Note-Taking Efforts 
● Assignment Completion & Revision 
● Group Participation and 

Presentations 
 
 

● Spoken Language Tasks to Practice 
Speaking in Front of Groups 

● Maintenance of a Spanish Folder  
● Performance based assessments 
● Projects 

 
Curriculum approach used  

● El español para nosotros (Nivel 1) by Glencoe / McGraw-Hill Publishers 
● Heritage Spanish Speakers’ Language Learning Strategies by Zennia Hancock, and 

excerpts from other language materials. 
● Quia and other online practice and play sites 
● Teaching Proficiency Through Reading and Storytelling, TPRS 
● Constructivist and experiential learning using realia and creating artificial realities 
● Language games 

 
 
 
Grade 7 Learning Goals and Expectations for Visual & Performing Arts 
 
By the end of the school year, all seventh grade Arts students should be able to 
…  

☑ Use improv to discover the role of intervals in creating compelling music specific to 
various musical genres 
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☑ Design and create masks using symbolism and patterns looking at various cultures’ 
history of mask making 

☑ Create and perform music which exhibit “emotional coherency” 
☑ Compare and contrast various styles of music and their common themes 
☑ Explain how cultural influences affect the content or meaning of works of music 
☑ Use theatrical/ musical skills to express and communicate concepts learned in other 

curriculum areas 
☑ Demonstrate projection, vocal variety, diction, gesture, and confidence in an oral 

presentation 
☑ Create an original work of art, using film, photography, computer graphics, or video 
☑ Study the music and art of a particular historical era and create a multimedia 

presentation that reflects that culture and time period 
☑ Depict a selected musical piece through dance and/ or original visual art with an artist 

statement describing artistic thought process 
 
Units of study 

1. Fundamentals of Drawing & Performing 
2. Voice and Vision: Spoken Word, Poster Design 
3. Symbolism and Patterns: Mask Making, Skull Drawings, Call and Response in Music 
4. Watercolor: Atlas Art 
5. STOMP: Making Music using Everyday Objects 
6. Collage Art: Drafting, Paper and Fabric for Collage 
7. Digital Media for Documentation 

 
Assessments / sources for grades:  

● Sketchbooks/Journals 
● In-class tasks/Larger projects 
● Collaboration 
● Participation 
● Small writing/research assignments 

 
Curriculum approach used 

Through “hands on” and “minds on” work, students will be immersed in a variety of 
independent, small group, and whole class activities that develop students’ understanding of 
process, vision and historical context visual and performance art practices. Students will 
gain experience and skills in drawing from observation/imagination and using live performance 
and digital media to communicate artistic process. 
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Grade 7 Learning Goals and Expectations for Physical Education  
 
By the end of the school year, all seventh grade students should be able to … 
 

☑ explain how nutrition, exercise and healthy habits work together to create wellness 
☑ evaluate and make healthy meal choices 
☑ demonstrate sportsmanship, teamwork and communication during activities 
☑ understand the importance of cardio, flexibility, strength, balance, agility and 

coordination 
☑ use skills learned in class and apply to an active lifestyle outside of PE 

 
Units of study 

1. Fitness 
2. Nutrition 
3. Sports (e.g. Soccer, Disc Sports,basketball, volleyball) 
4. Dodgeball (the new, non-threatening version) 

 
Assessments / sources for grades: 

▪ Participation and effort (including proper dress) 
▪ Homework, projects, fitness/nutrition journals 
▪ Tests (celebrations of knowledge) 

 



 

 

 
SR#:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Name:	
  	
   Date:	
  	
  
	
  
Mark	
  the	
  box	
  that	
  describes	
  how	
  you	
  would	
  respond	
  to	
  the	
  statements	
  below.	
  
	
  

1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
I	
  still	
  need	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  help	
  with	
  

this	
  task/skill.	
  
I	
  usually	
  need	
  my	
  teacher’s	
  

help	
  with	
  this	
  task.	
  
I	
  sometimes	
  need	
  help	
  with	
  

this	
  task.	
  
I	
  can	
  do	
  this	
  by	
  myself.	
  

	
  
	
   Academic	
  Strategies	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Effort	
   I	
  put	
  in	
  my	
  best	
  effort	
  in	
  my	
  work.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Presentation	
   My	
  work	
  is	
  free	
  of	
  doodles	
  and	
  wrinkles.	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Using	
  Strategies	
   I	
  use	
  the	
  strategies	
  and	
  tools	
  I	
  learned	
  in	
  class	
  to	
  better	
  understand	
  the	
  subject.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Quality	
   My	
  work	
  is	
  fully	
  and	
  accurately	
  completed	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  directions.	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Organization	
  and	
  Planning	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Timeliness	
   I	
  turn	
  in	
  my	
  homework	
  in	
  on	
  time.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Planner	
   I	
  use	
  my	
  planner	
  to	
  write	
  down	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  homework	
  assignments	
  and	
  due	
  dates.	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Binder	
  /	
  Notebook	
   I	
  keep	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  current	
  assignments	
  and	
  homework	
  in	
  the	
  correct	
  folder	
  or	
  
section	
  of	
  my	
  binder.	
  I	
  keep	
  my	
  notebook	
  up	
  to	
  date.	
  I	
  bring	
  all	
  my	
  materials	
  to	
  
class.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Attendance	
   I	
  am	
  on	
  time	
  for	
  every	
  class.	
  	
  If	
  I	
  am	
  absent	
  from	
  school	
  I	
  make	
  sure	
  to	
  collect	
  and	
  
complete	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  missing	
  work.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Self-­‐Awareness	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Risk-­‐Taking	
   I	
  participate	
  in	
  all	
  class	
  activities,	
  even	
  if	
  the	
  activity	
  involves	
  a	
  skill	
  I	
  find	
  

challenging.	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Self-­‐Awareness	
   I	
  know	
  what	
  talents	
  and	
  strengths	
  I	
  bring	
  as	
  a	
  learner	
  and	
  use	
  them	
  in	
  my	
  
learning.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Openness	
  to	
  Growth	
   I	
  accept	
  my	
  areas	
  of	
  challenge	
  as	
  opportunities	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  better	
  learner.	
  	
  I	
  try	
  
new	
  strategies	
  that	
  may	
  help	
  me	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  better	
  learner.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Collaboration	
  Skills	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Pair/Group	
  Interactions	
   I	
  listen	
  attentively	
  when	
  working	
  with	
  others.	
  	
  I	
  contribute	
  and	
  share	
  the	
  workload	
  

with	
  my	
  partners.	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Relationships	
   I	
  help	
  other	
  members	
  if	
  they	
  don’t	
  understand	
  or	
  are	
  having	
  trouble	
  completing	
  
the	
  work.	
  I	
  accept	
  help	
  from	
  others	
  when	
  I	
  am	
  stuck	
  on	
  a	
  topic.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Acceptance/Openness	
  
(of	
  others,	
  difference)	
  

I	
  could	
  be	
  paired	
  with	
  anybody	
  in	
  the	
  class	
  and	
  I	
  would	
  work	
  productively	
  
together	
  with	
  that	
  person	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  work	
  done.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Self-­‐Advocacy	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Reaching	
  out	
   I	
  ask	
  for	
  what	
  I	
  need	
  when	
  I	
  know	
  I	
  need	
  help	
  (ex:	
  schoolwork	
  or	
  social-­‐emotional)	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Diligence/Ownership	
   I	
  take	
  responsibility	
  for	
  my	
  own	
  learning	
  by	
  checking	
  my	
  grades	
  regularly	
  and	
  

getting	
  all	
  missing	
  work	
  when	
  I	
  miss	
  class.	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Persistence	
   If	
  I	
  don’t	
  get	
  my	
  needs	
  met	
  the	
  first	
  time,	
  I	
  follow	
  up	
  with	
  the	
  teacher	
  until	
  I	
  get	
  
my	
  needs	
  met.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Process	
  of	
  Learning	
  Student	
  Self-­‐Assessment	
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Name:  Date:  
 

Mark the box that describes how you would respond to the statements below. 
1 2 3 4 

I still need a lot of 
help with this 

task/skill. 

I usually need my 
teacher’s help with 

this task. 

I sometimes need help 
with this task. 

I can do this by 
myself. 

 
 Academic Strategies  1 2 3 4 

Timeliness I turn in my homework in on time.      

Effort / 
Presentation 

I put in my best effort in my work. My work is free of 
doodles and wrinkles. 

     

Using Strategies I use the strategies and tools I learned in class to better 
understand the subject. 

     

Quality My work is fully and accurately completed according to 
the directions.   

     

       

 Organization and Planning  1 2 3 4 

Planner I use my planner to write down all of my homework 
assignments and due dates.  

     

Binder / 
Notebook 

I keep all of my current assignments and homework in the 
correct folder or section of my binder. I keep my 
notebook up to date. I bring all my materials to class. 

     

Attendance I am on time for every class.  If I am absent from school I 
make sure to collect and complete all of my missing work. 

     

        

 Self-Awareness  1 2 3 4  

Risk-Taking I participate in all class activities, even if the activity 
involves a skill I find challenging. 

      

Awareness I know what talents and strengths I bring as a learner 
and use them in my learning. 

      

Openness to 
Growth 

I accept my areas of challenge as opportunities to become 
a better learner.  I try new strategies that may help me 
to become a better learner. 

      

        

 Collaboration Skills  1 2 3 4  

Pair/Group 
Interactions 

I listen attentively when working with others.  I 
contribute and share the workload with my partners.   

      

Relationships I help other members if they don’t understand or are 
having trouble completing the work.   
I accept help from others when I am stuck on a topic. 

      

Acceptance/Open
ness (of others, 
difference) 

I could be paired with anybody in the class and I would 
work productively together with that person to get the 
work done. 
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 Self-Advocacy 1  2 3 4 

Reaching out I ask for what I need when I know I need help (ex: 
schoolwork or social-emotional) 

     

Diligence/Owner
ship 

I take responsibility for my own learning by checking my 
grades regularly and getting all missing work when I 
miss class. 

     

Persistence If I don’t get my needs met the first time, I follow up with 
the teacher until I get my needs met. 
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Gateway Middle School 
Eighth Grade Curriculum Guide 2014-15 
 
 
Introduction  
This curriculum guide is designed to make clear what each child should know and be able to 
do by the end of eighth grade, in order to have a solid foundation for success in a college 
prep high school.  We understand that not all children are at the same level at any given 
point in time, but we hope that high expectations will bring parents and teachers together to 
support success for all students.  Finally, this guide is a work in progress. Each year, we 
continue to evaluate and improve the guide, and we appreciate your comments and 
suggestions. 
 
 
Table of Contents 
 
Mission and Vision          page 1 
Humanities 8           page 2 
Mathematics 8          page 3 
Science 8           page 4 
Learning Seminar 8          page 5 
Advisory 8           page 6 
Exploratory Spanish 8          page 7 
Heritage Spanish 8           page 8 
Visual and Performing Arts 8        page 9 
Physical Education 8                    page 
10 
Process of Learning Rubric                   page 
11 
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Gateway Middle School Mission and Vision 
 
Mission Statement 
Gateway Middle School supports and challenges all students to discover their unique 
potential, actively participate in their community, and develop skills and habits to achieve 
excellence in high school and college. 
 
Vision Statement 
Gateway Middle School is a model, college preparatory charter school committed to academic 
excellence through personalized, student-centered learning.  Gateway Middle School 
combines a rigorous academic program with an approach where the individual talents and 
strengths of its students are identified and supported.  Working with teachers committed to 
our mission, Gateway Middle School students will acquire the skills, habits, and knowledge 
necessary for academic and personal success in a college preparatory high school, in college 
and in adult life. 
 
Gateway Middle School's values of personal integrity, responsibility, and respect for others 
should inspire students to contribute to their communities however they can.  By attending a 
school which fully embraces the diversity of the Bay Area, Gateway Middle School students 
will appreciate what they have in common with those who are different and value what they 
learn from one another. 
 
 
A Commitment to Partnership with Families 
At Gateway, we believe that parents and guardians play a vital role in the education of their 
children. While the middle years tend to be a time when students yearn for greater 
independence from their families, it is also a time when family involvement remains essential 
to students’ academic success.  Gateway is committed to working with parents to reach the 
academic and social goals necessary for student success in middle school and beyond.  This 
guide is one way in which we seek to bring parents and teachers together to support success 
for all students.   
 
To encourage continued family involvement during this critical transition from elementary 
school to middle school and on to high school, Gateway Middle School also provides many 
other opportunities for meaningful family participation, including: 

▪ Family Information Nights 
▪ Parent-Teacher and Student-Led Conferences 
▪ Student Exhibition Nights  
▪ Gateway Parents Association (GPA)  
▪ Flexible volunteer opportunities at school 
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Grade 8 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Humanities  
 
By the end of the school year, all eighth grade students should be able to …  

☑ write narratives, informational and argumentative essays that clearly convey experiences, 
opinions and ideas using primary and secondary sources as solid evidence  

☑ use a multi-draft writing process to brainstorm, write, revise and edit works of fiction and 
nonfiction 

☑ compare, contrast, and analyze texts, ideas and conflicting pieces of information 
☑ identify and comprehend literary elements within a narrative 
☑ develop and use academic vocabulary in writing and class discussions 
☑ understand how the United States of America became a formal nation and the challenges 

that surrounded its development 
☑ analyze the geographical, physical and political changes of the United States 
☑ understand how personal, familial, cultural and national identities are formed and 

interact with each other 
 

Units of study 
 

1.  The Colonies demand Independence  
 Essential Question: How does identity influence behavior and decision-making? 
 Reading: Determine theme and analyze connections; The Absolutely True Diary of a Part Time 

IndianWriting: Personal Narrative and Explanatory Writing  
 

2.  Founding and Expanding a Nation  
 Essential Question: How is a “free” nation established  and “nationhood” created while many 

lack essential freedoms? How is  “we” versus “they” created? 
 Reading: Analyze dialogue,  author word choice, and elements of plot; Chains by Laurie Halse 

Anderson 
 Writing: Argumentative Writing 
 

3.  A Changing Nation  
 Essential Question: Who establishes the rights of a nation and what happens when those right 

are challenged or taken away? 
 Reading: Compare and contrast text structures, cite evidence and evaluate argument; Warriors 

Don’t Cry  
 Writing: Argumentative and Explanatory Writing 
 

4.  Rebuilding the Nation to become a World Power 
 Essential Question: How does one person or group create social change? 
 Reading: Analyze  viewpoints, identify literary elements; Fahrenheit 415 by Ray Bradbury 
 Writing: Argumentative and Narrative Writing 

 

Assessments / sources for grades: Independent and group work; Warm-ups & Exit Tickets;  Unit tests 
and quizzes; Process of Learning assessments; Student class participation and collaboration; 
Writing Rubrics and Checklists; Writers’ Notebooks; Essays and Projects; Homework 
 
Curriculum approach used 

● TCI History Alive! The United States Through Modern Times 
● Novels and Poetry 
● Nonfiction Articles and Primary Source Documents 

Grade 8 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Mathematics 
 

By the end of the school year, all eighth grade students should be able to …  
☑ Recognize and model linear and nonlinear relationships in bivariate data 
☑ Identify and describe exponential relationships between two or more variables 
☑ Explore symmetry and methods for identifying and creating symmetric plane figures. 
☑ Understand the necessary conditions for establishing congruence or similarity of triangles 
☑ Develop understanding of equivalent expressions and equations 
☑ Identify specific functions as linear, exponential and quadratic functions 
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☑ Use graphic and algebraic methods to model and solve systems of equations and inequalities 
☑ Interpret square roots and cube roots of numbers by making use of geometric 

representations 
☑ Understand and apply the Pythagorean Theorem 
☑ Identify and differentiate between rational and irrational numbers 

 

Units of study 
1.  Linear and Inverse Variations 

Essential Questions: How can functions model data patterns? What is the process and methods to represent 
collected data to analyze the relationships between variables? 

2.  Exponential Functions 
Essential Question: How can tables and graphs provide more information about a function and help solve 

problems? 
3.  Symmetry and Transformations 

Essential Questions: How can transformation effects help you compare figures?  How can properties of 
transformations, congruence, and similarity be used to solve problems about shapes and measurements? 

4.  Making Sense of Symbols 
Essential Questions:  How do properties of operations help generate equivalent expressions and reveal 

new information about the context of a problem?  Why can equations have one solution, no solution or 
infinite number of solutions and how can these be represented visually? 

5.  Systems of Linear Equations and Inequalities 
Essential Questions:  How can you determine the approach to solving a system of equations (or 

inequalities)? How do the strategies applied to systems of equations compare to the strategies applied 
to systems of inequalities?  

6.  The Pythagorean Theorem 
Essential Question: How can you construct an argument that proves the relationship of the legs to the 

hypotenuse of a right triangle?  How can the converse of the Pythagorean Theorem  determine whether 
it is a right triangle?  

 

Assessments / sources for grades:  
● Classwork/Teamwork/Participation       
● Homework 
● Process of Learning assessments 
● Tests/Quizzes and Projects 

 
Curriculum approach used 

Students will gain both procedural and conceptual understanding of Algebraic and Geometric 
topics this year. The primary curriculum, Connected Mathematics Program, will emphasize a 
collaborative, small group approach to mathematical problem-solving as well as physical modeling 
and revision process. In addition, our students will build upon and practice basic mathematical 
skills and multiple approaches to problem-solving through complex instruction tasks, projects, 
regular number talks and silent math exercises.  

Grade 8 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Science 
 
By the end of the school year, all eighth grade students should be able to …  

☑ Plan, carry out and evaluate investigations using appropriate tools 
☑ Construct and present arguments using evidence and reasoning to support claims 
☑ Develop, use and revise models to make scientific processes visible 
☑ Identify and describe the forces acting on a single object 
☑ Demonstrate that the change in an object’s motion depends on the sum of the forces on 

the object and the mass of the object 
☑ Explain how particles interact to create the properties of matter, including a 

substance’s density 
☑ Analyze and interpret data to describe the universe, including the motion of objects 

 

Units of study 
1. Nature of Science 
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Essential Questions: What are science and engineering? How do science and 
engineering work? How do scientists and engineers work together to solve problems? 

2. Measurement 
Essential Questions: How do we communicate clearly about what we are observing? How 
does what we measure influence how we measure? 

3. Forces 
Essential Questions: What forces are at play on earth? How do forces affect the 
objects they act on? 

4. Motion  
Essential Questions: How do objects move? What affects objects’ motion?  

5. Chemistry 
Essential Questions: What are we made of? What makes a substance unique? How do 
substances change?  

6. Density (and Buoyancy) 
Essential Questions: What factors affect an object’s density? What makes objects float 
and sink?  

7. Planetary Science 
Essential Questions: What makes up the universe? How do objects in the universe affect 
each other, as well as life on Earth? 

 

Assessments / sources for grades:  
● Class work/Group work/Participation 
● Process of Learning assessments 
● Science Notebooks 
● Homework 
● Tests/Quizzes 
● Projects 

 
Curriculum approach used 
We will be using a variety of curricula in Physical Science this year, including the project-
based It’s About Time (IAT) curriculum, the Full Option Science System (FOSS), and lessons 
created from various online sources. Our student scientists will develop their scientific and 
engineering design skills in each unit by documenting their learning in their science 
notebooks.  
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Grade 8 Year-End Learning Goals and Expectations for Learning 
Seminar  
 
By the end of the school year, all eighth grade students should be able to …  
 

☑ Use literacy strategies such as inferencing, decoding, connecting, summarizing, and 
using context clues to comprehend higher complexity texts 

☑ Cite textual evidence to analyze and evaluate central idea, author’s purpose, arguments 
and conflicting information within a text  

☑ Incorporate academic strategies such as organization, collaboration, self-awareness 
and self-advocacy to help with academic success 

☑ Identify and practice habits of growth mindset vs. fixed mindset students 
☑ Demonstrate ability to set goals, reflect, monitor, and revise as needed 
☑ Identify and understand different parts of the brain, their function, and the neuron 
☑ Explain the different branches of psychology and identify examples of the 

psychologists’ theories in everyday life 
 
Units of study 
1. Reading is Thinking: Understanding who we are as readers and learners and developing 

strategies to grow in both these areas 
Essential Question: How do I set myself up for success as a reader and thinker? 

 

2.  Expanding our skills: Deepening our analysis of texts and brain science 
Essential Question: How do we use collaboration to interact with and better understand 
information? How did the field of psychology develop and how can it help us understand 
ourselves and interactions with others? 

 

3.  Evaluating arguments and multiple points of view: Introduction to psychology and 
evaluating conflicting ideas 
Essential Question: How do individual psychologists help us understand ourselves and the 
world around us as well as our interactions with others? Why is it important to question 
information? 

 

4.  Transferring our knowledge to others: Pursuing information independently and 
teaching it to others 
Essential Question: How do I pursue additional knowledge on a subject independently? How 
do I present what I know in a way that is engaging and logical? 

 
Assessments / sources for grades:  

● Independent and group work; Warm-ups & Exit Tickets;  Unit tests and quizzes; Process 
of Learning assessments; Student class participation and collaboration; Readers 
Response Notebooks; Projects; Homework 

 
Curriculum Approach Used 

● Step-It-Up 2 Thrive, Thrive Foundation 
● Balanced Literacy including Guided Reading, Literature Circles, Reader’s Response 

Notebooks and vocabulary study 
 
 
Grade 8 Learning Goals and Expectations for Advisory  
 
Advisory Goals and Objectives:   
 

☑ To foster a positive school climate as students develop positive relationships.  
☑ To know every student in the school well.  This will help students’ need to belong to a 

group, and to help students feel accepted and valued by teachers and peers. 
☑ For each student to have a meaningful connection with an adult.  This insures that 

every student is known well by at least one adult in the middle school.  This adult is 
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able to support the student in times of difficulty, to recognize the warning signs of 
teen problems, as well as to celebrate the student’s successes. 

☑ Personalize the school curriculum by providing a forum to address topics of concern 
for young adolescents and also addressing significant and unexpected events in an 
arena with a higher level of trust and concern than is found in the average classroom. 

☑ Form consistent partnerships with families and keep communication flowing between 
home and school. 

 
What is Advisory? 
Advisory is a vital component of the middle school concept and is designed to offer students a 
safe environment in which they can develop and strengthen their social-emotional skills and 
build a sense of community within our school.  The class incorporates community circle, the 
Second Step curriculum for social-emotional skills, Tribes activities, interest-based clubs, 
and academic advising.  Advisory provides students with an advisor who they can seek when 
needing academic and social advising.  Each of the core values of community, respect, 
responsibility, and excellence will be the focus of the course while students learn and 
practice social-emotional skills and make Advisory a place to celebrate each other.  It is a time 
of camaraderie, support, and learning. 
 
Advisor Role 
The advisor acts as a mentor to the students in his or her group, guiding their academic 
education and supporting their social and emotional development. Ideally, advisors also act as 
the central contact person between the school and their advisees’ families. Advisors will 
help guide conversation around changes common to middle school students, peer 
relationships, study skills, school values, goal setting, college and career exploration, 
problem solving, decision-making, and community service. 
 
Advisory Structure  

● Each advisory is made up of 15-18 students in the same grade level. 
● Advisories meet five days a week unless there is a scheduled assembly.  

 
Curricular Content of Advisory 8:  

• Focus: Leadership and Goal Setting 
• Project: Community Service project days in both semesters 
• Second Step: Empathy and Communication, Bullying Prevention, Emotion Management, 

Goal Setting, Substance Abuse Prevention 
• College awareness with college visit in the spring 
• High school decision-making and application process in the fall 

Grade 8 Learning Goals and Expectations for Exploratory Spanish  
 
By the end of the year, all 8th grade Exploratory Spanish students should be able 
to …  
 

☑ pronounce Spanish words using the sounds of the Spanish alphabet. 
☑ follow along with songs and read alouds in Spanish. 
☑ comprehend simple questions asked in Spanish. 
☑ ask routine classroom questions in Spanish. 
☑ use formulaic language (learned words and phrases). 
☑ attempt to speak or answer a question using Spanish even if it is only one word before 

switching to English.  
☑ write simple sentences in Spanish. 

 
 
Units of study 
 
Cultural Context: Language Focus: 
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Costa Rica  Food & Drink / At the Restaurant / Indirect Object Pronouns / Expressing 
Preferences (“gustar”)  Wants, and Needs / e-i Stem-Changing Verbs 
Panamá Diet & Nutrition / The Superlative  
Colombia Sports & Pastimes / -ue Stem-Changing Verbs 
Venezuela  The Body / Physical & Emotional Conditions / -ie Stem-Changing Verbs 
Perú   Parts of a House / Chores at Home  

             
 
Assessments / sources for grades 
 

● Class Participation 
● Note-Taking Efforts 
● Assignment Completion 
● Reflective Cultural Diary Entries 
● Group Participation and 

Presentations 

● Spoken Language Tasks to Practice 
Vocabulary & Language Skills  

● Maintenance of a Spanish Folder  
● Performance based assessments 
● Projects   

 
 
Curriculum approach used  
 

● Teaching Proficiency Through Reading and Storytelling, TPRS 
● ¡Bienvenidos!  An Introduction to Spanish Language Studies, VOCES 1st Year 

Spanish by Teacher’s Discovery, and excerpts from other language materials 
● Quia and other online practice and play sites 
● Constructivist and experiential learning using realia and creating artificial realities 
● Language games 
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Grade 8 Learning Goals and Expectations for Heritage Spanish  
 
By the end of the year, all 8th grade Heritage Spanish students should be able to 
…  
 

☑ use the sounds of the Spanish alphabet to improve spelling. 
☑ read aloud in Spanish. 
☑ feel more comfortable speaking Spanish in front of a group. 
☑ use accent marks to maintain the original pronunciation of word stems. 
☑ punctuate Spanish style. 
☑ apply new grammar and vocabulary to improve written expression in Spanish. 

 
Units of study  Content Codes:        A.  Geographical Focus     B.  Historical / 
Cultural Focus              C.  Literary Exposure        D.  
Written Expression Task 

       E.  Spanish / English Grammar Comparisons 
 
1.  Cuentos A.  Dominican Republic     B.  Oscar de la Renta – From Fashion Icon to 

Philanthropic Hero     C.  The Short Story & Parts of a Story    D.  Writing 
an Original Short Story  E. Analyzing Sentences / Capitalization / Prefixes 

 
2.  Poesía A.  Chile     B. Hispanic Celebrations & Holidays     C.  Defining Poetry & 

the Major Literary Genres     D.  Creating a Short Poem Using Sensory 
Language     E.  Present Tense –AR, –ER, & –IR Verbs / “Vosotros” vs. “voseo” 
/ Prepositions “a” & “en” / Nouns that Begin with “a” / Compound Nouns 

 
  3.  La novela  A.  Colombia     B.  Hispanic Family Ties: Traditions & Changes      
       C.  The Novel     D.  Describing Physical Spaces / Locations in a Narrative      

E.  “To have” Verb(s) / Punctuation / Pronouncing & Spelling “b” vs. “v” / 
Homophones / Nouns with Both Grammatical Genders 

 
Assessments / sources for grades 
 

● Active Class Participation 
● Note-Taking Efforts 
● Assignment Completion & Revision 
● Group Participation and 

Presentations 
 

● Spoken Language Tasks to Practice 
Speaking in Front of Groups 

● Maintenance of a Spanish Folder  
● Performance based assessments 
● Projects 

 
Curriculum approach used  

● El español para nosotros (Nivel 1) by Glencoe / McGraw-Hill Publishers 
● Heritage Spanish Speakers’ Language Learning Strategies by Zennia Hancock, and 

excerpts from other language materials. 
● Quia and other online practice and play sites 
● Teaching Proficiency Through Reading and Storytelling, TPRS 
● Constructivist and experiential learning using realia and creating artificial realities 
● Language games 
 

Grade 8 Learning Goals and Expectations for Visual and Performing 
Arts 
 
By the end of the school year, all eighth grade Arts students should be able to 
…  
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☑ Analyze the use of the elements of art and design as they apply to selected visual and 
performance art pieces in the mediums of drawing, painting and live/ recorded 
performance 

☑  Create an original work of art using digital media 
☑  Examine and describe the role of a work of art as social commentary or protest to 

social conditions. 
☑ Compare, contrast, and analyze styles of art from a variety of Western and non-

Western cultures 
☑ Discuss the contributions of immigrant cultures to the art of a particular society 
☑ Develop a theory about an artist’s intent in a selected collection of music 
☑ Develop and apply a list of criteria as individuals or in groups to assess and critique 

works of art 
☑ Create a visual or performance art piece to express personal opinions about current 

social or political issues 
☑ Work collaboratively with a community artist to create a work of art and write about 

the skills required to become a professional artist 
 
Units of study 

1. Fundamentals of Art & Observation 
2. Voice and Vision: Spoken Word/ Rap, Social/ Political Issue Poster Design 
3. Symbolism and Patterns: Mask Making, Acrylic Skull Paintings, Call and Response to a 

Social Issue 
4. Watercolor: Atlas Art 
5. STOMP: Making Music using Everyday Objects 
6. Collage Art: Drafting, Color Theory, Mixed Media Art 
7. Drawn Portraits using a Grid 
8. Digital Media for Documentation 

 
Assessments / sources for grades:  

● Sketchbook/journal 
● Participation 
● Collaboration 
● In-class tasks/Larger projects 
● Writing/Research assignments 

 
Curriculum approach used 
Through “hands on” and “minds on” work, students will be immersed in a variety of 
independent, small group, and whole class activities that develop students’ understanding of 
contemporary electronic media, visual and performance art practices. Students will gain 
experience and skills in drawing and performance art through concept development, fine art, 
and documentation of performance. 
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Grade 8 Learning Goals and Expectations for Physical Education  
 
By the end of the school year, all eighth grade students should be able to … 
 

☑ explain how nutrition, exercise and healthy habits work together to create wellness 
☑ evaluate and make healthy meal choices 
☑ demonstrate sportsmanship, teamwork and communication during activities 
☑ understand the importance of cardio, flexibility, strength, balance, agility and 

coordination 
☑ take skills learned in class and apply to an active lifestyle outside of school 

 
Units of study 

1. Fitness 
2. Nutrition 
3. Sports (e.g. Soccer, Disc Sports, basketball, volleyball) 
4. Dodgeball (the new, non-threatening version) 

 
Assessments / sources for grades: 

▪ Participation and effort (including proper dress) 
▪ Homework, projects and journals 
▪ Tests (celebrations of knowledge) 
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Mark	
  the	
  box	
  that	
  describes	
  how	
  you	
  would	
  respond	
  to	
  the	
  statements	
  below.	
  
	
  

1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
I	
  still	
  need	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  help	
  with	
  

this	
  task/skill.	
  
I	
  usually	
  need	
  my	
  teacher’s	
  

help	
  with	
  this	
  task.	
  
I	
  sometimes	
  need	
  help	
  with	
  

this	
  task.	
  
I	
  can	
  do	
  this	
  by	
  myself.	
  

	
  
	
   Academic	
  Strategies	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Effort	
   I	
  put	
  in	
  my	
  best	
  effort	
  in	
  my	
  work.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Presentation	
   My	
  work	
  is	
  free	
  of	
  doodles	
  and	
  wrinkles.	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Using	
  Strategies	
   I	
  use	
  the	
  strategies	
  and	
  tools	
  I	
  learned	
  in	
  class	
  to	
  better	
  understand	
  the	
  subject.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Quality	
   My	
  work	
  is	
  fully	
  and	
  accurately	
  completed	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  directions.	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Organization	
  and	
  Planning	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Timeliness	
   I	
  turn	
  in	
  my	
  homework	
  in	
  on	
  time.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Planner	
   I	
  use	
  my	
  planner	
  to	
  write	
  down	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  homework	
  assignments	
  and	
  due	
  dates.	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Binder	
  /	
  Notebook	
   I	
  keep	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  current	
  assignments	
  and	
  homework	
  in	
  the	
  correct	
  folder	
  or	
  
section	
  of	
  my	
  binder.	
  I	
  keep	
  my	
  notebook	
  up	
  to	
  date.	
  I	
  bring	
  all	
  my	
  materials	
  to	
  
class.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Attendance	
   I	
  am	
  on	
  time	
  for	
  every	
  class.	
  	
  If	
  I	
  am	
  absent	
  from	
  school	
  I	
  make	
  sure	
  to	
  collect	
  and	
  
complete	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  missing	
  work.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Self-­‐Awareness	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Risk-­‐Taking	
   I	
  participate	
  in	
  all	
  class	
  activities,	
  even	
  if	
  the	
  activity	
  involves	
  a	
  skill	
  I	
  find	
  

challenging.	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Self-­‐Awareness	
   I	
  know	
  what	
  talents	
  and	
  strengths	
  I	
  bring	
  as	
  a	
  learner	
  and	
  use	
  them	
  in	
  my	
  
learning.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Openness	
  to	
  Growth	
   I	
  accept	
  my	
  areas	
  of	
  challenge	
  as	
  opportunities	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  better	
  learner.	
  	
  I	
  try	
  
new	
  strategies	
  that	
  may	
  help	
  me	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  better	
  learner.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Collaboration	
  Skills	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Pair/Group	
  Interactions	
   I	
  listen	
  attentively	
  when	
  working	
  with	
  others.	
  	
  I	
  contribute	
  and	
  share	
  the	
  workload	
  

with	
  my	
  partners.	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Relationships	
   I	
  help	
  other	
  members	
  if	
  they	
  don’t	
  understand	
  or	
  are	
  having	
  trouble	
  completing	
  
the	
  work.	
  I	
  accept	
  help	
  from	
  others	
  when	
  I	
  am	
  stuck	
  on	
  a	
  topic.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Acceptance/Openness	
  
(of	
  others,	
  difference)	
  

I	
  could	
  be	
  paired	
  with	
  anybody	
  in	
  the	
  class	
  and	
  I	
  would	
  work	
  productively	
  
together	
  with	
  that	
  person	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  work	
  done.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Self-­‐Advocacy	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Reaching	
  out	
   I	
  ask	
  for	
  what	
  I	
  need	
  when	
  I	
  know	
  I	
  need	
  help	
  (ex:	
  schoolwork	
  or	
  social-­‐emotional)	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Diligence/Ownership	
   I	
  take	
  responsibility	
  for	
  my	
  own	
  learning	
  by	
  checking	
  my	
  grades	
  regularly	
  and	
  

getting	
  all	
  missing	
  work	
  when	
  I	
  miss	
  class.	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Persistence	
   If	
  I	
  don’t	
  get	
  my	
  needs	
  met	
  the	
  first	
  time,	
  I	
  follow	
  up	
  with	
  the	
  teacher	
  until	
  I	
  get	
  
my	
  needs	
  met.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

 

Process	
  of	
  Learning	
  Student	
  Self-­‐Assessment	
  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL CHARTER RENEWAL PETITION 2015-2020 APPENDIX D
   
 

Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  News	
  About	
  Math	
  	
  
for	
  Grades	
  6-­‐8	
  and	
  9-­‐12	
  

	
  
Overview	
  of	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  Changes	
  for	
  Math:	
  
	
  

Beginning	
   in	
  the	
  2014-­‐2015	
  school	
  year,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  Gateway	
  High	
  School,	
  
along	
  with	
  all	
  other	
  schools	
  in	
  SFUSD	
  and	
  in	
  districts	
  across	
  the	
  nation,	
  have	
  started	
  using	
  a	
  new	
  
set	
  of	
  standards	
  called	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards.	
  	
  

The	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards	
   in	
  Math	
  (CCSS-­‐M)	
  create	
  an	
  even	
  more	
  rigorous	
  
curriculum	
  than	
  we	
  already	
  have	
  in	
  California;	
  math	
  requirements	
  across	
  the	
  state	
  have	
  been	
  raised	
  
at	
  every	
  grade	
  level.	
  In	
  addition,	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards	
   in	
  Math	
  (CCSS-­‐M)	
  require	
  a	
  
change	
  in	
  the	
  course	
  sequence	
  for	
  mathematics	
   in	
  grades	
  6-­‐12	
  for	
  all	
  schools:	
  

	
  
• In	
  middle	
  school,	
  all	
  students	
  will	
  take	
  math	
  classes	
  that	
  include	
  algebra	
  in	
  every	
  grade	
  

level,	
  with	
  increased	
  depth	
  as	
  the	
  grades	
  progress.	
  The	
  courses	
  are	
  called	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  6,	
  7,	
  
and	
  8	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  taken	
  by	
  all	
  students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School.	
  	
  

• In	
  high	
  school,	
  all	
  students	
  will	
  take	
  Common	
  Core	
  Algebra	
  in	
  9th	
  grade—a	
  different	
  and	
  
more	
  rigorous	
  course	
  than	
  Algebra	
  1.	
  	
  Students	
  will	
  have	
  an	
  opportunity,	
  if	
  desired	
  and	
  
prepared,	
  to	
  take	
  Calculus	
  at	
  Gateway	
  High	
  School.	
  	
  The	
  decision	
  point	
  to	
  accelerate	
  into	
  
higher	
  level	
  Math	
  course	
  will	
  be	
  at	
  a	
  different	
  point	
  than	
  in	
  the	
  past,	
  as	
  students	
  choose	
  to	
  
accelerate	
  after	
  10th	
  grade.	
  

	
  
This	
  is	
  the	
  course	
  sequence	
  for	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  which	
  is	
  very	
  similar	
  to	
  the	
  course	
  sequence	
  
adopted	
  by	
  the	
  SFUSD	
  Board	
  of	
  Education	
  for	
  all	
  SFUSD	
  middle	
  and	
  high	
  schools.	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
Please	
  read	
  our	
  Frequently	
  Asked	
  Questions	
  below	
  for	
  more	
  details	
  on	
  all	
  of	
  these	
  changes.	
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Common	
  Core	
  Math	
  at	
  Gateway:	
  Frequently	
  Asked	
  Questions	
  
	
  
WHAT	
  ARE	
  THE	
  COMMON	
   CORE	
  STATE	
  STANDARDS?	
  
The	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards	
   (CCSS)	
  are	
  world-­‐class	
   standards	
  that	
  reflect	
  the	
  kind	
  of	
  rigor	
  
demonstrated	
   in	
  academically	
   high-­‐achieving	
   nations.	
  The	
  CCSS	
  were	
  designed	
  with	
  college	
  and	
  career	
  
readiness	
   in	
  mind	
  so	
  that	
  our	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  successfully	
   compete	
   in	
  a	
  global	
  economy.	
  	
  
Currently,	
  43	
  states	
  have	
  adopted	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  Standards.	
  

	
  
HOW	
  WILL	
  SUPPORT	
   FOR	
  COLLEGE	
   AND	
  CAREER	
   READINESS	
   BE	
  DIFFERENT?	
  
The	
  new	
  standards	
   ask	
  students	
  to	
  deeply	
  understand	
  math	
  and	
  its	
  processes	
  —	
  including	
  problem	
  solving,	
  
reasoning,	
   and	
  explaining	
   your	
  thinking.	
  At	
  Gateway,	
  we	
  are	
  excited	
  about	
  these	
  changes	
  because	
  
they	
  are	
  aligned	
  with	
  our	
  approach	
  to	
  teaching	
  and	
  learning.	
   	
  What’s	
   important	
   to	
  know	
  is	
  that	
  
teachers	
  will	
  be	
  focusing	
  on	
  fewer	
  concepts	
  to	
  allow	
  students	
  to	
  gain	
  a	
  deeper,	
  more	
  meaningful	
  
understanding	
   of	
  each	
  concept	
  and	
  to	
  apply	
  that	
  understanding	
  in	
  real	
  world	
  situations-­‐-­‐-­‐preparing	
  our	
  
students	
  to	
  be	
  college	
  and	
  career	
  ready.	
  

	
  
WHY	
  IS	
  THE	
  GRADE	
   6–12	
  MATH	
  COURSE	
   SEQUENCE	
   CHANGING?	
  
All	
  students	
  should	
  have	
  learning	
  experiences	
   that	
  make	
  sense	
  as	
  they	
  move	
  from	
  course	
  to	
  course	
  to	
  
ensure	
  that	
  they	
  will	
  be	
  college-­‐ready	
  by	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  high	
  school.	
  	
  The	
  new	
  course	
  sequence	
   in	
  
mathematics	
   does	
  this	
  by	
  focusing	
  deeply	
  on	
  fewer	
  concepts,	
   allowing	
  students	
  to	
  gain	
  a	
  strong	
  
foundational	
   understanding	
   in	
  each	
  course.	
  At	
  Gateway,	
  similar	
  to	
  all	
  schools	
  within	
  SFUSD,	
  we	
  will	
  offer	
  
a	
  new	
  course	
  sequence	
  (that	
  is,	
  the	
  order	
  in	
  which	
  students	
  are	
  taking	
  their	
  math	
  classes)	
  so	
  that	
  
students	
  can	
  build	
  upon	
  their	
  conceptual	
  understanding	
   from	
  year	
  to	
  year.	
  Rather	
  than	
  taking	
  a	
  different	
  
approach	
  each	
  year,	
  each	
  new	
  standard	
  that	
  is	
  introduced	
  will	
  come	
  as	
  an	
  extension	
  of	
  the	
  previous	
  
years’	
  learning.	
  

	
  
WHAT	
  WILL	
  THE	
  NEW	
  COURSE	
   SEQUENCE	
   LOOK	
  LIKE	
   IN	
  MIDDLE	
   SCHOOL?	
  
In	
  middle	
  school	
  all	
  students	
  will	
  take	
  math	
  classes	
  that	
  include	
  algebra	
  in	
  every	
  grade	
  level,	
  with	
  
increased	
  depth	
  as	
  the	
  grades	
  progress.	
  The	
  courses	
  are	
  called	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  6,	
  7,	
  and	
  8.	
  This	
  new	
  course	
  
sequence	
  ensures	
  a	
  solid	
  foundation	
   that	
  prepares	
  students	
  for	
  college	
  mathematics.	
   	
  
	
  
The	
  content	
   in	
  the	
  old	
  Algebra	
  1	
  course	
  under	
  the	
  previous	
  California	
  standards	
   is	
  now	
  divided	
  

between	
  the	
  CCSSMath	
  8	
  course	
  and	
  the	
  CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1	
  course.	
  Beginning	
  in	
  2014-­‐15,	
  all	
  8th	
  graders	
  at	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  will	
  take	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  8,	
  and	
  the	
  following	
  year	
  (2015-­‐16)	
  all	
  9th	
  graders	
  at	
  

Gateway	
  High	
  School	
  will	
  take	
  CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1	
  in	
  9th	
  grade.	
  Both	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  8	
  and	
  CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1	
  are	
  
more	
  rigorous	
  than	
  the	
  previous	
  Algebra	
  1	
  course.	
  	
  These	
  courses	
  also	
  include	
  content	
  previously	
  
taught	
  in	
  more	
  advanced	
  high	
  school	
  courses,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  content	
  not	
  previously	
   taught	
   in	
  middle	
  and	
  
high	
  school	
  math,	
  such	
  as	
  statistics.	
  

	
  
WHAT	
  WILL	
  THE	
  NEW	
  COURSE	
   SEQUENCE	
   LOOK	
  LIKE	
   IN	
  HIGH	
  SCHOOL?	
  
With	
  a	
  solid	
  foundation	
   from	
  CCSS-­‐M	
  in	
  grades	
  6–8,	
  all	
  students	
  will	
  be	
  more	
  prepared	
  for	
  college	
  
mathematics,	
   including	
  successfully	
  meeting	
   the	
  University	
  of	
  California	
  “c”	
  requirement	
   and	
  Gateway’s	
  
graduation	
   requirements.	
   Beginning	
  in	
  2014-­‐15,	
  all	
  students	
  will	
  take	
  CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1	
  in	
  9th	
  grade	
  and	
  CCSS	
  

Geometry	
   in	
  10th	
  grade.	
  	
  In	
  11th	
  grade	
  students	
   (with	
  assistance	
   from	
  their	
  families)	
  will	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  choose	
  
from	
  two	
  course	
  offerings:	
  Algebra	
  2	
  or	
  a	
  compressed	
  Algebra	
  2	
  and	
  Precalculus	
   course.	
  	
  The	
  compressed	
  
course	
  option	
  would	
  allow	
  students	
  to	
  take	
  AP	
  Calculus	
   in	
  their	
  senior	
  year.	
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WHAT	
  WILL	
  THE	
  NEW	
  COURSE	
   SEQUENCE	
  AND	
  CHOICES	
   LOOK	
  LIKE	
  FOR	
  MIDDLE	
  AMD	
  HIGH	
  SCHOOL?	
  

	
  
This	
  is	
  the	
  course	
  sequence	
  for	
  Gateway	
  Public	
  Schools	
  which	
  is	
  very	
  similar	
  to	
  the	
  course	
  sequence	
  adopted	
  by	
  
the	
  SFUSD	
  Board	
  of	
  Education	
  for	
  all	
  SFUSD	
  middle	
  and	
  high	
  schools.	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
This	
  course	
  sequence	
  ensures	
  a	
  solid	
  middle-­‐grades	
  foundation	
  that	
  not	
  only	
  supports	
  all	
  students	
  to	
  
successfully	
  meet	
  the	
  UC	
  “c”	
  requirement,	
  but	
  also	
  prepares	
  them	
  for	
  college	
  mathematics.	
  One	
  core	
  sequence	
  
provides	
  focus	
  and	
  coherence	
  as	
  schools	
  and	
  teachers	
  implement	
  the	
  CCSS-­‐M	
  and	
  supports	
  equity	
  by	
  creating	
  
a	
  path	
  for	
  all	
  students	
  to	
  experience	
  rigorous	
  mathematics.	
  

	
  
WHAT	
  IF	
  MY	
  CHILD	
   IS	
  READY	
   FOR	
  MORE	
  ADVANCED	
   MATH	
  THAN	
  WHAT	
   IS	
  OFFERED?	
  
Being	
  advanced	
  no	
  longer	
  means	
  skipping	
  a	
  course	
  or	
  jumping	
  ahead.	
  	
  All	
  of	
  the	
  courses	
   in	
  the	
  CCSS	
  are	
  
necessary	
  and	
  are	
  designed	
  to	
  build	
  over	
  a	
  student’s	
  math	
  career.	
  Students	
  will	
  have	
  the	
  opportunity	
   to	
  

compress	
  two	
  courses	
   into	
  one	
  year	
  after	
  10th	
  grade,	
  which	
  will	
  give	
  them	
  access	
  to	
  AP	
  Calculus.	
  	
   The	
  
California	
  Math	
  Framework,	
   adopted	
  by	
  the	
  State	
  of	
  California	
   in	
  November	
  2013,	
  states	
  very	
  clearly	
  that	
  
CCSS	
  Math	
  8	
  is	
  more	
  rigorous	
  than	
  the	
  old	
  Algebra	
  1	
  course.	
  	
  All	
  students	
   in	
  the	
  new	
  sequence	
  will	
  be	
  
challenged	
  with	
  more	
  advanced	
  mathematics	
   content	
  and	
  higher	
  expectations	
   around	
  conceptual	
   thinking	
  
and	
  communicating.	
  

	
  
HOW	
  ARE	
  WE	
  PREPARING	
   TEACHERS	
   FOR	
  THIS	
  CHANGE?	
  
The	
  transition	
  to	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  State	
  Standards	
   in	
  Math	
  (CCSS-­‐M)	
  began	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Midd le 	
  and 	
  
Gateway 	
  H igh 	
  a	
  few	
  years	
  ago.	
  Gateway’s	
  instructional	
  leaders	
  and	
  Math	
  teachers	
  have	
  been	
  
collaborating	
  at	
  each	
  school	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  across	
  schools	
  to	
  plan	
  curriculum,	
  to	
  identify	
  resources	
  to	
  align	
  with	
  
CCSS-­‐M	
  and	
  to	
  implement	
  changes	
  to	
  math	
  instruction.	
  	
  

	
  
FOR	
  MORE	
  INFORMATION:	
   	
  
For	
  more	
  information	
  on	
  how	
  the	
  8th	
  and	
  9th	
  grade	
  Common	
  Core	
  Math	
  Course	
  are	
  different,	
  please	
  see	
  
Gateway’s	
  “Common	
  Core	
  8th	
  and	
  9th	
  Grade	
  Math	
  Course	
  FAQ.”	
  	
  
	
  
For	
  information	
  on	
  Common	
  Core	
  Math	
  in	
  SFUSD,	
  please	
  see	
  http://www.sfusdmath.org	
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Frequently	
  Asked	
  Questions	
  about	
  the	
  new	
  Common	
  Core	
  	
  

8th	
  and	
  9th	
  Grade	
  Math	
  Courses:	
  
	
  
	
  
How	
  do	
  the	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  8	
  and	
  CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1	
  courses	
  compare	
  to	
  the	
  old	
  Algebra	
  1	
  course?	
  
	
  
The	
  standards	
  that	
  
defined	
  an	
  Algebra	
  1	
  
course	
  under	
  the	
  old	
  
California	
  standards	
  
are	
  now	
  divided	
  
between	
  the	
  CCSS	
  
Math	
  8	
  course	
  and	
  the	
  
CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1	
  course,	
  
as	
  shown	
  below.	
  CCSS	
  
Math	
  8	
  and	
  CCSS	
  
Algebra	
  1	
  courses	
  also	
  
include	
  content	
  from	
  
more	
  advanced	
  high	
  
school	
  courses	
  and	
  
concepts	
  not	
  
previously	
  taught	
  in	
  
high	
  school	
  math,	
  
especially	
  statistics.	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

Is	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  8	
  the	
  same	
  as	
  the	
  old	
  8th	
  grade	
  Pre-­‐Algebra	
  course?	
  
	
  
No.	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  8	
  is	
  much	
  more	
  rigorous	
  than	
  the	
  8th	
  
grade	
  math	
  courses	
  of	
  the	
  past,	
  and	
  covers	
  many	
  
standards	
  that	
  used	
  to	
  be	
  part	
  of	
  Algebra	
  1.	
  The	
  old	
  Pre-­‐
Algebra	
  course	
  primarily	
  reviewed	
  standards	
  taught	
  in	
  
earlier	
  grades—fractions,	
  decimals,	
  and	
  percents,	
  ratios	
  
and	
  proportions,	
  equations,	
  and	
  geometric	
  
measurement—which	
  remain	
  the	
  focus	
  of	
  Common	
  Core	
  
courses	
  in	
  earlier	
  grades.	
  The	
  content	
  of	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  8	
  is	
  
based	
  on	
  standards	
  from	
  three	
  main	
  domains:	
  Algebra	
  
and	
  Functions	
  (about	
  65%),	
  Geometry	
  (about	
  25%),	
  and	
  
Statistics	
  (about	
  10%).	
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Can	
  students	
  skip	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  8	
  and	
  go	
  straight	
  into	
  CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1?	
  
No.	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  8	
  introduces	
  extensive	
  new	
  mathematics	
  content	
  and	
  is	
  not	
  a	
  course	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  
skipped.	
  The	
  content	
  of	
  the	
  middle	
  grades	
  course	
  sequence	
  (CCSS	
  Math	
  6,	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  7,	
  and	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  
8)	
  is	
  essential	
  for	
  preparing	
  students	
  for	
  both	
  CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1	
  and	
  CCSS	
  Geometry	
  in	
  high	
  school.	
  The	
  
authors	
  of	
  the	
  Common	
  Core	
  developed	
  an	
  intentional	
  vertical	
  connection	
  of	
  algebraic	
  and	
  geometric	
  
topics	
  from	
  grades	
  K-­‐8	
  through	
  high	
  school.	
  CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1	
  builds	
  on	
  the	
  content	
  students	
  learn	
  in	
  CCSS	
  
Math	
  8	
  and	
  does	
  not	
  repeat	
  content	
  from	
  CCSS	
  Math	
  8.	
  
	
  
CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1	
  is	
  also	
  much	
  more	
  rigorous	
  than	
  the	
  old	
  CA	
  Algebra	
  1.	
  It	
  assumes	
  students	
  have	
  already	
  
worked	
  with	
  linear	
  equations	
  and	
  functions	
  and	
  then	
  extends	
  their	
  study	
  of	
  non-­‐linear	
  functions	
  to	
  
include	
  quadratic	
  and	
  exponential	
  functions—topics	
  that	
  were	
  introduced	
  in	
  Advanced	
  Algebra	
  in	
  the	
  
past.	
  CCSS	
  Algebra	
  1	
  course	
  also	
  includes	
  a	
  significant	
  focus	
  on	
  statistics	
  and	
  applying	
  algebraic	
  tools	
  to	
  
solve	
  complex,	
  real-­‐world	
  problems.	
  
	
  
Will	
  students	
  still	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  take	
  AP	
  Calculus	
  in	
  high	
  school?	
  
Yes,	
  by	
  compressing	
  courses	
  in	
  high	
  school.	
  Due	
  to	
  the	
  essential	
  nature	
  of	
  all	
  CCSS	
  courses,	
  students	
  can	
  
no	
  longer	
  accelerate	
  in	
  math	
  by	
  skipping	
  a	
  course.	
  Students	
  have	
  the	
  option	
  to	
  accelerate	
  in	
  11th	
  grade	
  
by	
  compressing	
  CCSS	
  Algebra	
  2	
  with	
  Precalculus	
  into	
  a	
  one-­‐year	
  course.	
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Gateway Middle School Block Schedule 2014-2015 
MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Period 1 
8:15–9:35 

Math /Humanities 

Period 1 
8:15–9:35 

Math /Humanities 

Period 1 
8:15–9:35 

Art/PE 

Period 1 
8:15–9:35 

Math /Humanities 

Period 1 
8:15–9:35 

Math /Humanities 

Period 2 
9:40–11:00 

Math/Humanities 

Period 2 
9:40–11:00 

Math/Humanities 

Period 2 
9:40-11:00 

Math/Humanities 

Period 2 
9:40–11:00 

Math/Humanities 

Period 2 
9:40–11:00 

Math/Humanities 
Lunch and Recess  

11:00–11:40 
 

Lunch and Recess  
11:00–11:40 

 

Lunch and Recess  
11:00–11:40 

 

Lunch and Recess  
11:00–11:40 

 

Lunch and Recess  
11:00–11:40 

 
Period 3 

11:45-12:15 
Advisory 

Period 3 
11:45-12:15 
Advisory 

Period 3 
11:45-1:05 
Advisory 

Period 3 
11:45-12:15 
Advisory 

Period 3 
11:45-12:15 
Advisory 

Period 4 
12:20-1:20 

Learning Seminar/ 
Science 

Period 4 
12:20-1:20 

Learning Seminar/ 
Science 

Period 3 
1:05-2:00pm 

Advisory/Assembly 
 

Period 4 
12:20-1:20 

Learning Seminar/ 
Science 

Period 4 
12:20-1:20 

Learning Seminar/ 
Science 

Period 5 
1:25-2:25 

Learning Seminar/ 
Science 

Period 5 
1:25-2:25 

Learning Seminar/ 
Science  

 
 

YMCA After School 
Program 
2:00-6:00 

 

Period 5 
1:25-2:25 

Learning Seminar/ 
Science 

Period 5 
1:25-2:25 

Learning Seminar/ 
Science  

Period 6 
2:30-3:30pm 

Co-Curriculars (Art, 
Spanish and PE) 

Period 6 
2:30-3:30pm 

Co-Curriculars (Art, 
Spanish and PE) 

Period 6 
2:30-3:30pm 

Co-Curriculars (Art, 
Spanish and PE) 

Period 6 
2:30-3:30pm 

Co-Curriculars (Art, 
Spanish and PE) 

YMCA After School 
Program 
3:30-6:00 

 

YMCA After School 
Program 
3:30-6:00 

 

YMCA After School 
Program 
3:30-6:00 

 

YMCA After School 
Program 
3:30-6:00 
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Sixth Grade Content Learning Standards 
	
  
HUMANITIES	
  6	
  STANDARDS	
  
SEMESTER	
  1	
  
Identifies	
  key	
  features	
  of	
  all	
  civilizations	
  and	
  the	
  factors	
  that	
  led	
  to	
  the	
  development	
  of	
  early	
  civilizations.	
  	
  	
  
Analyzes	
  political,	
  economic,	
  religious,	
  social,	
  intellectual	
  &	
  geographic	
  features	
  (PERSIA)	
  of	
  ancient	
  Egypt.	
  
Learns,	
  uses	
  and	
  integrates	
  new	
  vocabulary	
  words	
  in	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  sentence	
  types.	
  
Publishes	
  informative	
  and	
  argumentative	
  writing	
  that	
  meet	
  the	
  requirements	
  of	
  each	
  genre.	
  
Uses	
  reading	
  strategies	
  to	
  decode,	
  read,	
  comprehend,	
  analyze	
  and	
  think	
  critically	
  about	
  texts.	
  
SEMESTER	
  2	
  
Analyzes	
  political,	
  economic,	
  religious,	
  social,	
  intellectual	
  &	
  geographic	
  features	
  (PERSIA)	
  of	
  ancient	
  civilizations.	
  
Uses	
  effective	
  strategies	
  to	
  research	
  and	
  write	
  about	
  a	
  topic	
  using	
  multiple	
  sources,	
  examples,	
  details	
  &	
  facts.	
  
Learns,	
  uses	
  and	
  integrates	
  new	
  vocabulary	
  words	
  in	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  sentences	
  types.	
  
Publishes	
  informative,	
  narrative	
  and	
  argumentative	
  writing	
  that	
  meet	
  the	
  requirements	
  of	
  each	
  genre.	
  
Uses	
  reading	
  strategies	
  to	
  decode,	
  read,	
  comprehend,	
  analyze	
  and	
  think	
  critically	
  about	
  texts.	
  
LEARNING	
  SEMINAR	
  6	
  STANDARDS	
  
SEMESTER	
  1	
  
Demonstrates	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  organize,	
  plan,	
  set	
  goals	
  and	
  assess	
  progress	
  towards	
  goals.	
  
Uses	
  tools	
  &	
  strategies	
  taught	
  in	
  class	
  for	
  academic	
  and	
  personal	
  success.	
  
Meets	
  grade	
  level	
  technology	
  standards	
  in	
  typing,	
  email	
  use,	
  and	
  academic	
  software.	
  
Reads	
  regularly,	
  uses	
  strategies,	
  summarizes	
  accurately	
  and	
  responds	
  critically	
  to	
  text	
  in	
  Reader's	
  Notebooks.	
  
Demonstrates	
  understanding	
  of	
  the	
  human	
  brain,	
  learning	
  styles	
  &	
  strategies	
  to	
  support	
  different	
  learning	
  
styles.	
  
SEMESTER	
  2	
  
Demonstrates	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  organize,	
  plan,	
  set	
  goals	
  and	
  assess	
  progress	
  towards	
  goals.	
  
Uses	
  tools	
  &	
  strategies	
  taught	
  in	
  class	
  for	
  academic	
  and	
  personal	
  success.	
  
Meets	
  grade	
  level	
  technology	
  standards	
  in	
  typing,	
  email	
  use,	
  and	
  academic	
  software.	
  
Reads	
  regularly,	
  uses	
  strategies,	
  summarizes	
  accurately	
  and	
  responds	
  critically	
  to	
  text	
  in	
  Reader's	
  Notebooks.	
  
Uses	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  strategies	
  to	
  determine	
  the	
  figurative	
  and	
  literal	
  meanings	
  of	
  unknown	
  words.	
  
MATH	
  6	
  STANDARDS	
  
SEMESTER	
  1	
  
Computes	
  fluently	
  with	
  multi-­‐digit	
  numbers	
  and	
  finds	
  common	
  factors	
  and	
  multiples.	
  
Understands	
  ratio	
  concepts	
  and	
  uses	
  multiple	
  strategies	
  to	
  solve	
  ratio,	
  rate,	
  and	
  percent	
  word	
  problems.	
  
Computes	
  fluently	
  with	
  fractions	
  and	
  decimals.	
  
Records	
  abstract	
  and	
  quantitative	
  reasoning	
  through	
  detailed	
  mathematical	
  work.	
  
Makes	
  sense	
  of	
  problems	
  and	
  persevere	
  in	
  solving	
  them.	
  
SEMESTER	
  2	
  
Understands	
  ratio	
  concepts	
  and	
  uses	
  multiple	
  strategies	
  to	
  solve	
  problems	
  using	
  proportional	
  reasoning.	
  
Represents	
  and	
  reasons	
  about	
  algebraic	
  expressions,	
  equations,	
  and	
  inequalities.	
  
Uses and develops strategies for comparing distributions of data. 
Solves	
  real-­‐world	
  and	
  mathematical	
  problems	
  involving	
  area,	
  surface	
  area	
  and	
  volume.	
  
Makes	
  sense	
  of	
  problems	
  and	
  persevere	
  in	
  solving	
  them.	
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SCIENCE	
  6	
  STANDARDS	
  
SEMESTER	
  1	
  
Uses	
  tools	
  appropriately	
  to	
  perform	
  tests,	
  collect	
  and	
  display	
  data.	
  
Maintains	
  a	
  record	
  of	
  scientific	
  investigations	
  and	
  communicates	
  steps	
  and	
  results	
  orally	
  and	
  in	
  writing.	
  
Develops	
  a	
  model	
  to	
  describe	
  the	
  cycling	
  of	
  matter	
  and	
  flow	
  of	
  energy	
  in	
  an	
  ecosystem.	
  
Explains	
  how	
  differences	
  in	
  temperature	
  and	
  density	
  cause	
  movement	
  of	
  water	
  and	
  air.	
  
Uses	
  a	
  model	
  to	
  explain	
  and	
  predict	
  local	
  weather.	
  
SEMESTER	
  2	
  
Creates	
  a	
  model	
  and	
  uses	
  it	
  to	
  explain	
  the	
  structure	
  of	
  the	
  earth.	
  
Knows	
  that	
  earthquakes,	
  volcanic	
  eruptions,	
  and	
  mountain	
  building	
  result	
  from	
  plate	
  motions.	
  
Knows	
  that	
  the	
  effects	
  of	
  an	
  earthquake	
  vary	
  depending	
  upon	
  size	
  of	
  the	
  earthquake	
  and	
  local	
  environment.	
  
Maintains	
  a	
  record	
  of	
  scientific	
  investigations	
  and	
  communicates	
  steps	
  and	
  results	
  orally	
  and	
  in	
  writing.	
  
Uses	
  tools	
  appropriately	
  to	
  perform	
  tests,	
  collect	
  data,	
  and	
  communicate	
  results	
  orally	
  and	
  in	
  writing.	
  
MATH	
  SEMINAR	
  6	
  STANDARDS	
  
SEMESTER	
  1	
  
Computes	
  fluently	
  with	
  basic	
  math	
  facts.	
  
Analyzes	
  patterns	
  and	
  relationships.	
  
Performs	
  operations	
  with	
  multiple	
  whole	
  digits.	
  
Makes	
  sense	
  of	
  word	
  problems	
  and	
  perserveres	
  through	
  them.	
  
Uses	
  place	
  value	
  understanding	
  and	
  properties	
  of	
  operations	
  to	
  perform	
  multi-­‐digit	
  arithmetic.	
  
SEMESTER	
  2	
  
Performs	
  operations	
  with	
  multiple	
  whole	
  digits.	
  
Computes	
  fluently	
  with	
  basic	
  math	
  facts.	
  
Makes	
  sense	
  of	
  word	
  problems	
  and	
  perserveres	
  through	
  them.	
  
Records	
  and	
  applies	
  appropriate	
  strategies	
  to	
  arrive	
  at	
  solutions.	
  
Finds	
  common	
  factors	
  and	
  has	
  knowledge	
  of	
  breaking	
  apart	
  numbers.	
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Seventh Grade Content Learning Standards 
 
HUMANITIES	
  7	
  STANDARDS	
  
SEMESTER	
  1	
  
Engage	
  effectively	
  in	
  collaborative	
  projects	
  and	
  discussions	
  of	
  grade	
  level	
  topics,	
  texts,	
  and	
  issues.	
  
Distinguish	
  key	
  characteristics	
  of	
  social-­‐political	
  systems	
  in	
  Europe,	
  China,	
  the	
  Middle	
  East,	
  and	
  West	
  Africa	
  
Use	
  reading	
  strategies	
  to	
  decode,	
  read,	
  comprehend	
  and	
  analyze	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  genres	
  and	
  texts	
  
Use	
  the	
  writing	
  process	
  including:	
  outlining,	
  drafting,	
  revising,	
  editing,	
  and	
  publishing	
  
Use	
  a	
  claim,	
  reasons	
  and	
  evidence	
  to	
  support	
  an	
  argument	
  
SEMESTER	
  2	
  
Engage	
  effectively	
  in	
  collaborative	
  projects	
  and	
  discussions	
  of	
  grade	
  level	
  topics,	
  texts,	
  and	
  issues.	
  
Distinguish	
  key	
  characteristics	
  of	
  the	
  fall	
  of	
  feudalism	
  in	
  Europe	
  and	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  modern	
  times.	
  
Use	
  reading	
  strategies	
  to	
  decode,	
  read,	
  comprehend	
  and	
  analyze	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  genres	
  and	
  texts	
  
Use	
  the	
  writing	
  process	
  including:	
  research,	
  outlining,	
  drafting,	
  revising,	
  editing,	
  and	
  publishing	
  
Use	
  a	
  claim,	
  reasons	
  and	
  evidence	
  to	
  support	
  and	
  present	
  an	
  argument	
  
LEARNING	
  SEMINAR	
  7	
  STANDARDS	
  
SEMESTER	
  1	
  
Make	
  and	
  assess	
  progress	
  towards	
  goals	
  using	
  organization	
  and	
  planning	
  skills	
  .	
  
Use	
  learning	
  tools	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  self-­‐awareness	
  and	
  self-­‐advocacy.	
  
Use	
  brain	
  science	
  and	
  strategies	
  to	
  build	
  a	
  growth	
  mindset.	
  
Identify	
  and	
  use	
  appropriate	
  reading	
  strategies	
  to	
  decode,	
  read,	
  comprehend,	
  and	
  analyze	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  texts.	
  
Engage	
  effectively	
  in	
  collaborative	
  projects	
  and	
  discussions.	
  
SEMESTER	
  2	
  
Demonstrate	
  the	
  ability	
  to	
  set	
  goals,	
  create	
  plans	
  to	
  meet	
  goals,	
  and	
  reflect	
  and	
  assess	
  progress	
  towards	
  
goals.	
  
Use	
  learning	
  tools	
  to	
  demonstrate	
  self-­‐awareness	
  and	
  self-­‐advocacy.	
  
Apply	
  principles	
  of	
  brain	
  science	
  to	
  individual	
  learning	
  styles.	
  
Use	
  reading	
  strategies	
  to	
  analyze	
  texts	
  and	
  make	
  inferences.	
  
Engage	
  effectively	
  in	
  collaborative	
  projects	
  and	
  discussions.	
  
MATH	
  7	
  STANDARDS	
  
SEMESTER	
  1	
  
Justify	
  solutions	
  to	
  real	
  world	
  mathematical	
  problems	
  involving	
  market	
  math,	
  ratios,	
  and	
  comparisons.	
  
Interpret	
  and	
  create	
  tables,	
  graphs	
  and	
  their	
  equations.	
  
Manipulate	
  integers	
  using	
  all	
  four	
  operations	
  and	
  major	
  properties.	
  
Apply	
  conceptual	
  knowledge	
  of	
  linear	
  patterns	
  to	
  write,	
  solve,	
  and	
  justify	
  solutions	
  to	
  complex	
  equations	
  and	
  
inequalities	
  
Clearly	
  articulate	
  different	
  mathematical	
  strategies	
  and	
  ideas	
  orally,	
  visually,	
  and	
  in	
  writing	
  
SEMESTER	
  2	
  
Use	
  facts	
  about	
  supplementary,	
  complementary,	
  vertical,	
  and	
  adjacent	
  angles	
  in	
  a	
  multi-­‐step	
  problem	
  
Deepen	
  understanding	
  of,	
  and	
  two/three-­‐dimensional	
  figures,	
  and	
  three-­‐dimensional	
  figures	
  (e.g.	
  calculate	
  
surface	
  area	
  &	
  volume	
  of	
  a	
  variety	
  of	
  non	
  rectangular	
  prisms).	
  
Understand	
  that	
  statistics	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  gain	
  information	
  about	
  a	
  population	
  by	
  examining	
  a	
  sample	
  of	
  the	
  
population	
  
Make	
  predictions	
  based	
  on	
  either	
  theoretical	
  or	
  experimental	
  probabilities	
  (e.g.	
  use	
  random	
  sampling	
  and	
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compare	
  populations)	
  
Clearly	
  articulate	
  different	
  mathematical	
  strategies	
  and	
  ideas	
  orally,	
  visually,	
  and	
  in	
  writing	
  
SCIENCE	
  7	
  STANDARDS	
  
SEMESTER	
  1	
  
Use	
  tools	
  and	
  technology	
  appropriately	
  to	
  perform	
  tests,	
  collect	
  data,	
  and	
  display	
  data.	
  
Maintains	
  a	
  record	
  of	
  scientific	
  investigations	
  and	
  communicates	
  steps	
  and	
  results	
  orally	
  and	
  in	
  writing.	
  
Understand	
  relationships	
  between	
  the	
  structures	
  and	
  functions	
  of	
  systems	
  that	
  make	
  up	
  the	
  human	
  body.	
  
Compare	
  plant	
  and	
  animal	
  cells.	
  
Know	
  the	
  levels	
  of	
  organization	
  of	
  living	
  things	
  and	
  determine	
  what	
  makes	
  something	
  living.	
  
SEMESTER	
  2	
  
Understand	
  that	
  every	
  organism	
  requires	
  a	
  set	
  of	
  instructions	
  for	
  specifying	
  traits	
  which	
  are	
  passed	
  down	
  to	
  
its	
  offspring	
  
Describe	
  how	
  evolution	
  accounts	
  for	
  the	
  diversity	
  of	
  species	
  developed	
  over	
  time.	
  
Use	
  tools	
  and	
  technology	
  appropriately	
  to	
  perform	
  tests,	
  collect	
  data,	
  and	
  display	
  data.	
  
Design	
  questions,	
  create	
  investigations,	
  and	
  record/communicate	
  findings	
  effectively.	
  
Maintains	
  a	
  record	
  of	
  scientific	
  investigations	
  and	
  communicates	
  steps	
  and	
  results	
  orally	
  and	
  in	
  writing.	
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Eighth Grade Content Learning Standards 
 
 
HUMANITIES 8 STANDARDS 
SEMESTER 1 
identifies and comprehends literary elements within a narrative 
writes narratives, informational and argumentative essays that clearly convey experiences, opinions 
and ideas using primary and secondary sources as evidence 
uses a multi-draft writing process to brainstorm, revise and edit works of fiction and nonfiction 
learns and adopts new words as personal vocabulary 
analyzes the geographical, physical, and political changes of the United States 
SEMESTER 2 
compares and contrasts texts, ideas and conflicting pieces of information 
writes narratives, informational and argumentative essays that clearly convey experiences, opinions 
and ideas using primary and secondary sources as evidence 
uses a multi-draft writing process to brainstorm, revise and edit works of fiction and nonfiction 
Uses effective strategies to research a topic, citing multiple sources, examples, details & facts 
analyzes the development of a changing nation and its impact on citizens and non-citizens 
LEARNING SEMINAR 8 STANDARDS 
SEMESTER 1 
uses literacy strategies such as inferencing, decoding, connecting, summarizing, and context clues to 
comprehend higher complexity texts 
cites textual evidence to analyze and evaluate central idea, author’s purpose, arguments and conflicting 
information within a text 
identifies academic strategies that help with academic success 
identifies habits of growth mindset vs. fixed mindset students 
demonstrates understanding of brain science and its connection to learning 
SEMESTER 2 
identifies academic strategies that help with academic success 
evaluates the advantages of using different mediums and text features to present information 
uses effective research strategies to gather information and present new learning 
uses literacy strategies to create arguments and provide evidence in support of arguments 
demonstrates understanding of different branches of psychology and identifies connections to everyday 
life 
MATH 8 STANDARDS 
SEMESTER 1 
Recognizes and models linear and nonlinear relationships in bivariate data 
Identifies and describes exponential relationships between two or more variables 
Explores symmetry and methods for identifying and creating symmetric plane figures. 
Understands the necessary conditions for establishing congruence or similarity of triangles 
Develops understanding of equivalent expressions and equations 
SEMESTER 2 
Identifies specific functions as linear, exponential and quadratic functions 
Uses graphic and algebraic methods to model and solve systems of equations and inequalities 
Interprets square roots and cube roots of numbers by making use of their related geometric 
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representations 
Understands and applies the Pythagorean Theorem 
Identifies and differentiates between rational and irrational numbers 
SCIENCE 8 STANDARDS 
SEMESTER 1 
Plans, carries out and evaluates investigations using appropriate tools 
Constructs and presents arguments using evidence and reasoning to support claims 
Develops, uses and revises models to make scientific processes visible 
Identifies and describes the forces acting on a single object 
Demonstrates that the change in an object’s motion depends on the sum of the forces on the object 
and the mass of the object 
SEMESTER 2 
Plans, carries out and evaluates investigations using appropriate tools 
Constructs and presents arguments using evidence, reasoning and rebuttal to support claims 
Develops, uses and revises models to make scientific processes visible 
Explains how particles (atoms and molecules) interact to create the properties of matter, including a 
substance's density 
Analyzes and interprets data to describe the universe, including the motion of objects in the solar 
system 
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Exhibition Group:              Score: ______/40 
Exhibition Project Displaying Data Rubric 

LEVEL Reliable Source Display Analysis 

Incomplete/Missing 
(0-10%) 

Project includes no data. Project includes no visual 
representation of data. 

Project includes no data analysis. 

Below Expectations 
(10-40%) 

Data comes from a source of 
questionable reliability that is cited either 
in-text or below the data display, with 
slight citation errors (i.e. not MLA 
format). 

Data display is missing 3 of the 
following: 
(1) a line graph/bar graph/pie 
chart/scatter plot; (2) correctly labeled 
axes and/or values; (3) appropriately 
scales axes and/or values; (4) a title 

Data analysis neither connects to 
nor supports the claim about how 
a person/group caused social 
change. 

Approaches 
Expectations  

(40-70%) 

Data comes from a source of 
questionable reliability that is accurately 
cited either in-text or below the data 
display. 

Data display is missing 2 of the 
following:  
(1) a line graph/bar graph/pie 
chart/scatter plot; (2) correctly labeled 
axes and/or values; (3) appropriately 
scales axes and/or values; (4) a title 

Data analysis partially connects 
to and slightly supports the claim 
about how a person/group 
caused social change. 

Meets 
Expectations 

(70-90%) 

Data comes from a reliable source that 
is cited either in-text or below the data 
display, with slight citation errors (i.e. not 
MLA format). 

Data display is missing 1 of the 
following: 
(1) a line graph/bar graph/pie 
chart/scatter plot; (2) correctly labeled 
axes and/or values; (3) appropriately 
scales axes and/or values; (4) a title 

Data analysis directly connects to 
and partially supports the claim 
about how a person/group 
caused social change. 

Exceeds 
Expectations 
(90-100%) 

Data comes from a reliable source that 
is accurately cited either in-text or below 
the data display. 

Data display includes all of the 
following: (1) a line graph/bar graph/pie 
chart/scatter plot; (2) correctly labeled 
axes and/or values; (3) appropriately 
scales axes and/or values; (4) a title  

Data analysis directly connects to 
and supports the claim about how 
a person/group caused social 
change. 

Points Earned /10 /10 /20 
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Comments: 
	
  



Identity Final Project Rubric

Exceeding:  27-­30  points Meeting:  24-­  26  points Approaching:  21-­  23  points

Content:

13  points  total

The  project  contained  at  least  three
specific  references  to  each  of  the
following:

-­  The  Absolutely  True  Diary  of  a  Part

Time  Indian

-­Content  from  American  History  up  to

the  Revolution

-­  Personal  connections

The  student  used  either  specific

quotes  or  paraphrased  these
references

The  student  included  a  source
(book,  page  number,  date)  for  each

reference

The  project  contained  at  least  two  specific
references  to  each  of  the  following:
-­  The  Absolutely  True  Diary  of  a  Part  Time

Indian

-­Content  from  American  History  up  to  the

Revolution

-­  Personal  connections

The  student  used  either  specific  quotes  or
paraphrased  ⅓  of  the  references

The  student  included  a  source  (book,  page

number,  date)  for  each  reference  50%  of
the  time

The  project  contained  at  least  one
specific  reference  to  each  of  the
following:

-­  The  Absolutely  True  Diary  of  a  Part  Time

Indian

-­Content  from  American  History  up  to  the

Revolution

-­  Personal  connections

The  student  did  not  provide  sufficient
information  about  references  from  text

The  student  did  not  include  a  source
(book,  page  number,  date)  for  each

reference

Analysis:

12  points  total

The  student’s  project  shows
analysis  of  the  content,  and  makes
thoughtful  connections  between
the  three  subtopics.

-­  each  subtopic  has  at  least  two
sentences  of  critical  thinking  about
the  quotes  or  examples  (analysis)

-­  analysis  discusses  the  link  between

identity,  decision-­making,  and  the

content  at  a  high  level

The  student’s  project  shows  analysis  of  the
content,  and  makes  connections  between

the  three  subtopics.

-­  each  subtopic  has  one  sentence  of
critical  thinking  about  the  quotes  or
examples  (analysis)

-­  analysis  discusses  the  link  between

identity,  decision-­making,  and  the  content  at

a  basic  level

The  student’s  project  is  missing  analysis
or  connections  between  the  three

subtopics.

-­  each  subtopic  does  not  have  one
sentence  of  critical  thinking  about  the
quotes  or  examples  (analysis)

-­  there  is  no  attempt  to  link  identity,
decision-­making  and  the  content

Presentation:

5  points  total

The  project  shows  creativity,  is
presented  without  major  errors,  and

reflects  individual  identity

The  project  is  presented  neatly,  but  may
not  attempt  creativity

The  project  seems  rushed,  or  has  many
errors,  does  not  reflect  creativity  or  time

spent  on  the  final  product

Total  Points  Possible:  30
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Project Checklist: To be turned in with your final project on Thursday.

______  I  link  the  three  content  areas  by  discussing  how  identity  and  decision-­making  relate  to  all  three

______  I  include  three  references  to  PTI

______  and  I  give  sources

______  and  I  provide  analysis

______  I  include  three  references  to  Social  Studies  Content

______  and  I  give  sources

______  and  I  provide  analysis

______  I  include  three  references  to  my  own  life

______  and  I  give  sources  (just  need  to  be  specific  about  events)

______  and  I  provide  analysis

______  My  project  looks  nice.  It  shows  effort  and  pride  in  my  work.  I  feel  like  it  represents  me.

______  I  have  double  checked  my  work  for  errors.

  Monday:  Based  on  the  above,  what  do  I  need  to  work  on?
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Name:	
  	
   	
   Date:	
  	
   	
  
	
  

Argumentative	
  Rubric	
  
	
  
	
  

	
   Advanced	
  (4)	
   Proficient	
  (3)	
   Basic	
  (2)	
   Below	
  Basic	
  (1)	
  
	
  

Score	
  

Fo
cu
s	
  

Introduction	
  with	
  a	
  strong	
  hook	
  
and	
  strong	
  essay	
  claim;	
  fits	
  the	
  
prompt,	
  task	
  or	
  topic	
  in	
  an	
  
interesting	
  way.	
  
Body	
  paragraphs	
  contain	
  

accurate,	
  logical	
  paragraph	
  claims	
  
and	
  are	
  organized	
  logically.	
  	
  
Varied	
  transitions	
  used	
  to	
  show	
  

relationships;	
  do	
  not	
  alter	
  the	
  flow	
  
of	
  the	
  response.	
  	
  
Strong	
  conclusion	
  paragraph	
  fits	
  

the	
  topic,	
  introduction,	
  and	
  purpose	
  
of	
  the	
  report	
  or	
  essay.	
  
	
  

Introduction	
  has	
  a	
  hook	
  and	
  essay	
  
claim	
  that	
  clearly	
  fits	
  the	
  prompt,	
  task	
  
or	
  topic.	
  
Body	
  paragraphs	
  contain	
  

paragraph	
  claims	
  and	
  are	
  organized	
  
with	
  reasons	
  and	
  evidence.	
  
Transitions	
  fit	
  the	
  report	
  or	
  essay’s	
  

purpose	
  and	
  help	
  with	
  organization.	
  
Solid	
  conclusion	
  paragraph	
  fits	
  the	
  

topic,	
  introduction	
  and	
  purpose	
  of	
  the	
  
report	
  or	
  essay.	
  

Introduction	
  shows	
  an	
  attempt	
  at	
  a	
  
hook	
  and	
  essay	
  claim.	
  
Weak	
  paragraph	
  claims	
  and	
  

minimal	
  paragraph	
  organization	
  
Somewhat	
  organized	
  with	
  simple	
  

transitions.	
  
Weak	
  conclusion	
  paragraph;	
  

mostly	
  repeats	
  the	
  introduction.	
  
	
  

Introduction	
  missing	
  hook,	
  essay	
  
claim	
  unclear.	
  	
  
Paragraph	
  claims	
  are	
  unclear	
  or	
  

not	
  related;	
  paragraphs	
  seem	
  
unorganized	
  
Disorganized;	
  no	
  transitions;	
  

transitions	
  not	
  sued	
  correctly.	
  
No/inappropriate	
  conclusion.	
  

	
  

*U
se
	
  o
f	
  E
vi
de
nc
e	
  

 
Develops the topic thoroughly by 

selecting the most significant and 
relevant facts, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and 
examples from the text(s) 
	
  
Skillfully	
  integrates	
  information	
  

into	
  the	
  text	
  selectively	
  to	
  maintain	
  
the	
  flow	
  of	
  ideas	
  and	
  advance	
  the	
  
claim	
  
	
  
Each	
  body	
  paragraph	
  contains	
  at	
  

least	
  one	
  direct	
  quote	
  from	
  a	
  
primary	
  source	
  as	
  evidence	
  
	
  
	
  Distinguishes	
  and	
  thoroughly	
  

explains	
  the	
  claims	
  in	
  comparison	
  to	
  
counter-­‐claims	
  

	
  
Develops	
  the	
  topic	
  by	
  selecting	
  

significant	
  and	
  relevant	
  facts,	
  
concrete	
  details,	
  quotations,	
  or	
  other	
  
information	
  and	
  examples	
  from	
  the	
  
text(s)	
  	
  
	
  
Integrates	
  information	
  into	
  the	
  

text	
  selectively	
  to	
  maintain	
  the	
  flow	
  
of	
  ideas	
  and	
  advance	
  the	
  claim	
  
	
  
Each	
  body	
  paragraph	
  contains	
  at	
  

least	
  one	
  piece	
  of	
  evidence	
  from	
  a	
  
reputable	
  source,	
  either	
  paraphrased	
  
or	
  directly	
  quoted	
  
	
  
Explains	
  counter-­‐claims	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
Attempts	
  to	
  develop	
  the	
  topic	
  

using	
  facts	
  and	
  other	
  information,	
  but	
  
evidence	
  is	
  inaccurate,	
  irrelevant,	
  
and/or	
  insufficient	
  
	
  
Attempts	
  to	
  integrate	
  information	
  

into	
  the	
  text	
  selectively	
  to	
  maintain	
  
the	
  flow	
  of	
  ideas	
  and	
  advance	
  the	
  
claim,	
  but	
  information	
  is	
  insufficient	
  
or	
  irrelevant	
  
	
  
	
  Attempts	
  to	
  include	
  evidence	
  in	
  

each	
  body	
  paragraph,	
  but	
  source	
  is	
  
unclear,	
  or	
  only	
  includes	
  in	
  2/3	
  
paragraphs	
  
	
  
Attempts	
  to	
  explain	
  counter-­‐claims	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
Does	
  not	
  develop	
  the	
  topic	
  by	
  

selecting	
  information	
  and	
  examples	
  
from	
  the	
  text(s)	
  
	
  
Does	
  not	
  integrate	
  information	
  

from	
  the	
  text	
  	
  
	
  
Evidence	
  is	
  not	
  present	
  or	
  is	
  not	
  

evident	
  
	
  
Does	
  not	
  address	
  counter-­‐	
  claims.	
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   Advanced	
  (4)	
   Proficient	
  (3)	
   Basic	
  (2)	
   Below	
  Basic	
  (1)	
  
	
  

Score	
  
*U
se
	
  o
f	
  A
na
ly
si
s	
  

	
  
Skillfully	
  draws	
  evidence	
  from	
  

informational	
  texts	
  to	
  support	
  
analysis	
  and	
  claim	
  
	
  
Skillfully	
  delineates	
  and	
  evaluates	
  

the	
  argument	
  and	
  specific	
  claims	
  in	
  
cited	
  texts,	
  assessing	
  whether	
  the	
  
reasoning	
  is	
  valid	
  and	
  the	
  evidence	
  
is	
  relevant	
  and	
  sufficient	
  	
  
	
  

Skillfully	
  identifies	
  false	
  statements	
  
and	
  fallacious	
  reasoning	
  
	
  

	
  Includes	
  a	
  thoughtful	
  and	
  
convincing	
  rebuttal	
  against	
  counter-­‐
claims 

	
  
Draws	
  evidence	
  from	
  

informational	
  texts	
  to	
  support	
  
analysis	
  and	
  claim	
  	
  
	
  
Delineates	
  and	
  evaluates	
  the	
  

argument	
  and	
  specific	
  claims	
  in	
  cited	
  
texts,	
  assessing	
  whether	
  the	
  
reasoning	
  is	
  valid	
  and	
  the	
  evidence	
  is	
  
relevant	
  and	
  sufficient	
  	
  
	
  
Identifies	
  false	
  statements	
  and	
  

fallacious	
  reasoning	
  
	
  
	
  Includes	
  a	
  rebuttal	
  against	
  

counter-­‐claims	
  

	
  
Attempts	
  to	
  draw	
  evidence	
  from	
  

informational	
  texts	
  to	
  support	
  
analysis	
  and	
  claim	
  but	
  evidence	
  is	
  
insufficient	
  and/or	
  irrelevant	
  	
  
	
  
Attempts	
  to	
  delineate	
  and	
  evaluate	
  

the	
  argument	
  and	
  specific	
  claims	
  in	
  
cited	
  texts,	
  assessing	
  whether	
  the	
  
reasoning	
  is	
  valid	
  and	
  the	
  evidence	
  is	
  
relevant	
  and	
  sufficient,	
  but	
  analysis	
  is	
  
insufficient	
  
	
  
Attempts	
  to	
  identify	
  false	
  

statements	
  and	
  fallacious	
  reasoning,	
  
but	
  argument	
  is	
  incomplete	
  or	
  
insufficient	
  
	
  
	
  Attempts	
  to	
  include	
  a	
  rebuttal	
  

against	
  counter-­‐	
  claims	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
Does	
  not	
  use	
  evidence	
  from	
  the	
  

informational	
  texts	
  to	
  support	
  
analysis	
  and/or	
  claim	
  
	
  
Does	
  not	
  delineate	
  or	
  evaluate	
  

claims	
  in	
  text	
  
	
  
Does	
  not	
  identify	
  false	
  claims	
  or	
  

fallacious	
  reasoning	
  
	
  
	
  Does	
  not	
  include	
  a	
  rebuttal	
  against	
  

counter-­‐	
  claims	
  

	
  

St
yl
e	
  

	
  A	
  variety	
  of	
  simple,	
  compound,	
  
and	
  complex	
  sentences.	
  
	
  	
  Formal	
  style	
  fits	
  the	
  purpose	
  of	
  

the	
  essay;	
  strong	
  voice.	
  
	
  Language	
  is	
  skillful,	
  

sophisticated,	
  original	
  (doesn’t	
  rely	
  
on	
  sentence	
  starters)	
  
	
  

	
  Different	
  sentence	
  structures;	
  
variety	
  in	
  the	
  way	
  sentences	
  begin.	
  
	
  	
  Formal	
  style	
  fits	
  the	
  purpose	
  for	
  

the	
  essay;	
  voice	
  and	
  tone	
  are	
  evident.	
  
	
  Language	
  is	
  clear,	
  appropriate,	
  but	
  

may	
  use	
  sentence	
  starters	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  Mostly	
  simple	
  sentences	
  or	
  
sentences	
  that	
  begin	
  the	
  same	
  way.	
  
	
  	
  Formal	
  style	
  needs	
  development;	
  

voice	
  and	
  tone	
  not	
  clear.	
  
	
  Attempts	
  to	
  use	
  sentence	
  starters,	
  

or	
  language	
  may	
  be	
  unclear	
  at	
  times	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  Many	
  fragments	
  and/or	
  run-­‐on	
  
sentences;	
  several	
  short,	
  choppy	
  
sentences.	
  
	
  No	
  clear	
  purpose;	
  formal	
  style	
  not	
  

present.	
  
	
  Language	
  is	
  unclear	
  and	
  sentence	
  

starters	
  are	
  not	
  used	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

GM
P*
	
  

	
  Minimal,	
  if	
  any,	
  errors	
  in	
  
capitalization,	
  usage,	
  punctuation	
  
and	
  spelling;	
  obvious	
  control	
  of	
  the	
  
report	
  or	
  essay	
  format.	
  
	
  	
  Exceptionally	
  neat;	
  obvious	
  

effort	
  to	
  engage	
  the	
  reader.	
  
	
  	
  Includes	
  both	
  in-­‐text	
  citations	
  

and	
  a	
  Work	
  Cited	
  page	
  
	
  

	
  Few	
  errors	
  in	
  capitalization,	
  usage,	
  
punctuation,	
  and	
  spelling,	
  but	
  they	
  do	
  
not	
  interfere	
  with	
  reading	
  or	
  
understanding;	
  accurate	
  report	
  or	
  
essay	
  format.	
  
	
  Correct	
  use	
  of	
  language.	
  
	
  Neat,	
  readable.	
  
	
  	
  Includes	
  in-­‐text	
  citations	
  for	
  50%	
  

of	
  sources	
  and	
  a	
  Work	
  Cited	
  page	
  
	
  

	
  Some	
  errors	
  in	
  capitalization,	
  
usage,	
  punctuation,	
  and	
  spelling	
  that	
  
slow	
  down	
  the	
  reader;	
  attempts	
  to	
  
create	
  look	
  of	
  a	
  report	
  or	
  an	
  essay.	
  
	
  Some	
  problems	
  with	
  language.	
  
	
  Not	
  neat;	
  still	
  readable.	
  
	
  	
  Missing	
  either	
  in-­‐text	
  citations	
  or	
  

a	
  Work	
  Cited	
  page	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  Many	
  errors	
  in	
  capitalization,	
  
usage,	
  punctuation	
  and	
  spelling	
  that	
  
interfere	
  with	
  reading;	
  not	
  look	
  or	
  
sense	
  of	
  a	
  report	
  or	
  essay.	
  
	
  Shows	
  lack	
  of	
  language	
  skills	
  
	
  Not	
  readable.	
  
	
  	
  Missing	
  both	
  in-­‐text	
  citations	
  and	
  

a	
  Work	
  Cited	
  page	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

*G	
  =	
  Grammar	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  M	
  =	
  Mechanics	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  P	
  =	
  Presentation	
   Total	
  Score	
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Student-Led Family Conferences  
April 15-17, 2015 

 
What	
  are	
  they?	
  
Student-­‐Led	
  Family	
  Conferences	
  are	
  a	
  conference	
  that,	
  like	
  the	
  name	
  implies,	
  is	
  led	
  by	
  the	
  
student.	
  	
  Students	
  showcase	
  their	
  work	
  in	
  a	
  binder	
  with	
  reflections	
  and	
  show	
  this	
  portfolio	
  to	
  
their	
  family.	
  	
  Students	
  describe	
  their	
  growth	
  over	
  the	
  school	
  year	
  and	
  set	
  goals	
  for	
  the	
  
upcoming	
  school	
  year	
  focused	
  on	
  their	
  Process	
  of	
  Learning.	
  	
  Advisors	
  are	
  simply	
  an	
  observer	
  
and,	
  when	
  necessary,	
  are	
  available	
  to	
  help	
  guide	
  students	
  thorough	
  the	
  conference	
  process.	
  
	
  
When	
  are	
  they?	
  
Wednesday	
  to	
  Friday,	
  April	
  15-­‐17,	
  2015	
  from	
  2:00-­‐5:00	
  p.m.,	
  with	
  conferences	
  every	
  20	
  min.	
  
	
  
Why	
  are	
  they	
  important?	
  
Student-­‐Led	
  Family	
  Conferences	
  spotlight	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  person	
  in	
  the	
  process,	
  the	
  
student.	
  	
  They	
  also	
  improve	
  family	
  involvement	
  and	
  bring	
  students	
  to	
  the	
  point	
  where	
  they	
  ask	
  
their	
  teachers,	
  “How	
  can	
  I	
  make	
  my	
  work	
  better?”	
  Student-­‐Led	
  Conferences	
  put	
  the	
  students	
  in	
  
charge,	
  holding	
  them	
  responsible	
  and	
  accountable	
  as	
  they	
  present	
  their	
  work	
  to	
  their	
  families.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Student	
  Benefits:	
  

a. Accountability	
  of	
  their	
  learning	
  
b. Students	
  learn	
  to	
  evaluate	
  their	
  own	
  progress	
  
c. Students	
  gain	
  greater	
  commitment	
  to	
  school	
  work	
  and	
  learning	
  
d. Builds	
  self-­‐confidence	
  and	
  self-­‐esteem	
  
e. Encourages	
  student/parent	
  communication	
  
f. Builds	
  communication	
  and	
  critical	
  thinking	
  skills	
  
g. Places	
  responsibility	
  on	
  the	
  student	
  and	
  parent	
  
h. Allows	
  students	
  to	
  become	
  actively	
  involved	
  

	
  
Family	
  Benefits:	
  

a. Increases	
  the	
  amount	
  of	
  information	
  given	
  to	
  the	
  families	
  
b. Learn	
  more	
  about	
  their	
  student’s	
  learning	
  and	
  skills	
  
c. An	
  opportunity	
  to	
  help	
  their	
  student	
  set	
  positive	
  goals	
  
d. Active	
  participant	
  in	
  their	
  student’s	
  learning	
  
e. First	
  language	
  communication	
  
f. Eliminates	
  waiting	
  to	
  talk	
  to	
  the	
  next	
  teacher	
  

	
  
Teacher	
  Benefits:	
  

a. Less	
  stress	
  on	
  teachers	
  in	
  a	
  relaxed	
  atmosphere	
  
b. Less	
  confrontational	
  and	
  more	
  positive	
  
c. Places	
  responsibility	
  on	
  the	
  student	
  and	
  parent/guardian	
  
d. Increased	
  parent/guardian	
  participation	
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Conference	
  Responsibilities	
  for	
  Teachers	
  
• Early	
  in	
  the	
  school	
  year…	
  

o Design	
  work	
  that	
  emphasizes	
  
§ multiple	
  skills	
  and	
  processes	
  
§ addresses	
  state/local	
  curriculum	
  standards	
  
§ process	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  quality	
  of	
  product	
  
§ examples	
  of	
  "authentic	
  work”	
  

o Teach	
  and	
  practice	
  the	
  skills	
  required	
  for	
  self-­‐reflection.	
  
o Collect	
  work	
  in	
  portfolios	
  or	
  other	
  long-­‐term	
  storage	
  system	
  and	
  include	
  

reflections	
  for	
  each	
  assignment	
  when	
  appropriate.	
  
• Within	
  a	
  few	
  weeks	
  of	
  the	
  conference…	
  

o Help	
  your	
  students	
  sort	
  through	
  their	
  classroom	
  work	
  and	
  choose	
  work	
  samples.	
  
o Ask	
  students	
  to	
  review	
  self-­‐reflections	
  of	
  chosen	
  work	
  and	
  complete	
  a	
  summary	
  

reflection	
  of	
  work	
  to	
  date.	
  
o Complete	
  a	
  cover	
  sheet	
  that	
  also	
  serves	
  as	
  a	
  table	
  of	
  contents.	
  
o Help	
  students	
  practice	
  sharing	
  their	
  work	
  from	
  your	
  subject	
  area.	
  

	
  
Best	
  Choices	
  (focus	
  on	
  skills/process)	
  :	
  
• Writing	
  pieces	
  –	
  Including	
  all	
  drafts	
  
• Science	
  experiments	
  –	
  Including	
  hypothesis,	
  lab	
  notes	
  and	
  findings	
  
• Mathematics	
  problems	
  –	
  Solving	
  process,	
  solution	
  and	
  proof	
  
• Research	
  projects	
  –	
  Including	
  notes	
  and	
  student	
  created	
  product	
  
• Physical	
  Fitness	
  summary	
  –	
  Including	
  pre	
  and	
  post	
  skills	
  and	
  growth	
  over	
  time	
  
	
  
Less	
  Effective	
  Work	
  Samples	
  (focus	
  on	
  single	
  skills):	
  
•	
  Spelling	
  tests	
  
•	
  Answers	
  to	
  chapter	
  questions	
  
•	
  Multiple	
  choice	
  tests	
  
	
  
Materials:	
  
One	
  2	
  or	
  2.5	
  inch	
  binder	
  
Colored	
  papers	
  to	
  use	
  as	
  dividers	
  
Selected	
  work	
  for	
  portfolio	
  
Reflections	
  and	
  other	
  attached	
  handouts	
  
	
  
Plan	
  for	
  Creation	
  of	
  Portfolios:	
  
	
  
End	
  of	
  Every	
  Quarter	
  
(except	
  fourth	
  
quarter)	
  
	
  
	
  

Students	
  choose	
  the	
  work	
  and	
  prepare	
  portfolios	
  of	
  their	
  work	
  to	
  date,	
  
including	
  a	
  quiz,	
  a	
  homework	
  assignment,	
  and	
  one	
  assignment/project	
  
from	
  which	
  they	
  felt	
  they	
  had	
  learned	
  the	
  most	
  that	
  they	
  will	
  use	
  for	
  their	
  
reflection	
  (do	
  this	
  for	
  each	
  subject	
  area	
  if	
  possible).	
  	
  In	
  their	
  core	
  classes,	
  
students	
  write	
  a	
  reflection	
  for	
  their	
  one	
  key	
  piece	
  of	
  work	
  in	
  Humanities	
  
and	
  in	
  Math;	
  if	
  time,	
  students	
  may	
  write	
  reflections	
  for	
  other	
  classes.	
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March	
  16,	
  2015	
   Teachers	
  bring	
  the	
  chosen	
  work	
  and	
  reflections	
  to	
  PD	
  for	
  Advisors	
  to	
  
organize	
  by	
  Advisory.	
  

March	
  16-­‐27,	
  2015	
   In	
  Advisory,	
  students	
  assemble	
  their	
  binders,	
  complete	
  with	
  table	
  of	
  
contents,	
  parent/guardian	
  letter,	
  work,	
  and	
  reflections.	
  

March-­‐April,	
  2015	
   In	
  Thursday	
  newsletter	
  email-­‐blast,	
  families	
  will	
  be	
  asked	
  to	
  sign	
  up	
  online	
  
for	
  conferences.	
  	
  Lupe	
  will	
  keep	
  you	
  informed.	
  

April	
  6-­‐10,	
  2015	
   In	
  Advisory,	
  students	
  write	
  their	
  goals;	
  a	
  week	
  before	
  conferences,	
  
students	
  will	
  send	
  home	
  a	
  letter	
  reminding	
  families	
  of	
  the	
  conference.	
  	
  

April	
  15-­‐17,	
  2015	
   Be	
  prepared	
  to	
  welcome	
  students	
  and	
  their	
  families	
  to	
  the	
  conference.	
  	
  Be	
  
available	
  to	
  participate	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  each	
  conference.	
  

After	
  April	
  17,	
  2015	
   Congratulate	
  your	
  students	
  on	
  their	
  work	
  and	
  their	
  bravery.	
  
	
  
The	
  Conference	
  

The	
  student	
  is	
  the	
  presenter.	
  	
  The	
  student	
  begins	
  the	
  conference	
  by	
  opening	
  the	
  agenda	
  
and	
  sharing	
  his	
  or	
  her	
  success.	
  	
  The	
  student	
  shares	
  a	
  piece	
  of	
  work	
  that	
  he/she	
  has	
  chosen	
  and	
  
explains	
  its	
  rubric.	
  

The	
  parent/guardian	
  is	
  the	
  audience.	
  	
  The	
  parent/guardian	
  asks	
  probing	
  questions	
  of	
  
the	
  student	
  to	
  get	
  at	
  the	
  quality	
  of	
  the	
  student	
  work.	
  

The	
  advisor	
  is	
  the	
  timekeeper	
  and	
  facilitator.	
  	
  During	
  the	
  conference,	
  the	
  advisor	
  
observes	
  and	
  encourages	
  the	
  student	
  to	
  keep	
  focused	
  on	
  the	
  conference	
  checklist.	
  	
  During	
  the	
  
last	
  few	
  minutes	
  of	
  the	
  conference,	
  the	
  advisor	
  may	
  share	
  grade	
  information	
  and	
  clarify	
  the	
  
parent/guardian’s	
  questions.	
  
	
  
Teacher	
  Duties:	
  

• Keep	
  running	
  file	
  of	
  significant	
  student	
  work	
  
• Have	
  students	
  choose	
  work	
  and	
  write	
  reflections	
  in	
  Humanities	
  and	
  Math	
  
• Bring	
  students’	
  chosen	
  work	
  and	
  reflections	
  to	
  PD	
  on	
  Monday,	
  March	
  16	
  

	
  
Advisor	
  Duties:	
  

• In	
  and	
  out	
  of	
  Advisory,	
  continually	
  check-­‐in	
  with	
  students	
  about	
  their	
  academics	
  
• Collect	
  your	
  advisees’	
  work	
  at	
  PD	
  on	
  Monday,	
  March	
  16	
  
• Help	
  students	
  organize	
  their	
  binders	
  and	
  write	
  their	
  goals	
  in	
  Advisory	
  
• Practice	
  conferences	
  with	
  your	
  students	
  
• Be	
  present	
  at	
  conferences	
  and	
  available	
  for	
  questions	
  
• Celebrate	
  your	
  advisees’	
  success	
  after	
  the	
  conferences	
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Student	
  Checklist	
  for	
  Conference	
  
	
  
____	
  	
  	
   Introduce	
  your	
  parents	
  or	
  guardians	
  to	
  your	
  advisor.	
  
	
  
____	
   Show	
  your	
  portfolio	
  to	
  your	
  family	
  and	
  briefly	
  explain	
  the	
  Table	
  of	
  Contents	
  to	
  give	
  an	
  

overview	
  of	
  what	
  is	
  in	
  your	
  portfolio.	
  
	
  
____	
  	
   Read	
  your	
  “Dear	
  Parent/Guardian”	
  Letter.	
  
	
  
____	
  	
   Share	
  your	
  self-­‐improvement	
  plan	
  and	
  the	
  goals	
  which	
  you	
  have	
  set	
  for	
  yourself.	
  
	
  
____	
  	
   Share	
  at	
  least	
  one	
  piece	
  of	
  work	
  with	
  your	
  family.	
  	
  Briefly	
  explain	
  how	
  you	
  met	
  the	
  	
  

expectations	
  for	
  the	
  assignment.	
  
	
  

____	
   Parent/Guardian	
  Homework	
  Letter	
  
	
  
____	
  	
   Indicate	
  to	
  your	
  advisor	
  that	
  you	
  are	
  ready	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  join	
  you	
  to	
  complete	
  the	
  

conference.	
  
	
  
____	
  	
   Thank	
  everyone	
  for	
  coming	
  to	
  your	
  conference	
  and	
  hand	
  your	
  binder	
  to	
  your	
  advisor.	
  
	
  
	
  

Parent/Guardian	
  Checklist	
  for	
  Conference	
  
	
  
____	
  	
  	
   Introduce	
  yourself	
  to	
  your	
  child’s	
  advisor.	
  
	
  
____	
   Review	
  your	
  child’s	
  portfolio	
  review	
  the	
  Table	
  of	
  Contents	
  to	
  get	
  an	
  overview	
  of	
  what	
  is	
  

in	
  your	
  child’s	
  portfolio.	
  
	
  
____	
  	
   Read	
  your	
  “Dear	
  Parent/Guardian”	
  Letter.	
  
	
  
____	
  	
   Let	
  your	
  child	
  share	
  his/her	
  self-­‐improvement	
  plan	
  and	
  the	
  goals	
  they	
  have	
  set	
  for	
  

him/her.	
  	
  Encourage	
  them	
  to	
  reach	
  their	
  goals!	
  
	
  
____	
  	
   You	
  should	
  review	
  your	
  child’s	
  work	
  during	
  the	
  conference.	
  	
  Ask	
  your	
  student	
  what	
  they	
  

learned	
  from	
  the	
  assignment.	
  
	
  

____	
   Review	
  your	
  Parent/Guardian	
  Homework	
  Letter.	
  
	
  
____	
  	
   After	
  your	
  child	
  has	
  led	
  you	
  through	
  the	
  conference,	
  the	
  advisor	
  will	
  answer	
  any	
  

questions	
  you	
  may	
  have.	
  
	
  
____	
  	
   Enjoy	
  the	
  rest	
  of	
  the	
  day	
  with	
  your	
  child	
  and	
  congratulate	
  them	
  on	
  a	
  job	
  well	
  done.	
  
	
  



Student	
  Name:	
  ______________________________________	
  	
  	
  Advisor:	
  ___________________	
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Student Process of Learning Goals for Success 
	
  

My	
  strengths	
  are:	
  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________	
  

I	
  need	
  to	
  work	
  on:	
  

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________	
  

First	
  Goal	
  (to	
  be	
  completed	
  independently	
  before	
  conference):	
  

___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________	
  

To	
  achieve	
  this	
  goal,	
  I	
  will:	
  

A. ________________________________________________________________________	
  

B. ________________________________________________________________________	
  

Second	
  Goal	
  (to	
  be	
  completed	
  with	
  parent/guardian	
  during	
  conference):	
  

___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________	
  

To	
  achieve	
  this	
  goal,	
  I	
  will:	
  

A. ________________________________________________________________________	
  

B. ________________________________________________________________________	
  

Support	
  and	
  Potential	
  Challenges	
  

People	
  who	
  can	
  help	
  me	
  attain	
  these	
  goals	
  are:	
  

___________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________	
  

Challenges	
  and	
  distractions	
  that	
  may	
  get	
  in	
  the	
  way	
  of	
  accomplishing	
  these	
  goals	
  are:	
  

___________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________	
  

	
  



Name:	
  _______________________	
  SR#:_______	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Advisor:________________	
  Period:_____	
  
	
  
Assignment:____________________	
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Student Self-Reflection 
 

 
Sentence Starters 
You	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  use	
  the	
  following	
  sentence	
  starters:	
  	
  
	
  

• I	
  selected	
  ____________	
  because	
  _____________	
  (improve,	
  learn,	
  understand)	
  
	
  

• If	
  I	
  could	
  improve	
  this	
  piece,	
  I	
  would__________	
  	
  because___________.	
  	
  
	
  

• I	
  now_________________	
  ,	
  and	
  before	
  	
  I	
  ____________.	
  
 

 
 

Choose	
  one	
  ______________	
  work	
  from	
  your	
  portfolio	
  and	
  complete	
  this	
  reflection.	
  	
  
 
1. Why	
  did	
  you	
  select	
  this	
  work	
  for	
  your	
  portfolio?	
  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________	
  

	
  

2. If	
  you	
  could	
  improve	
  this	
  piece,	
  what	
  would	
  you	
  do?	
  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________	
  

3. How	
  is	
  your	
  work	
  now	
  different	
  from	
  your	
  work	
  at	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  year?	
  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________	
  

	
  

	
  



Name:	
  _______________________	
  SR#:_______	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Advisor:________________	
  Period:_____	
  
	
  
Assignment:____________________	
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Sentence Starters 
You	
  might	
  want	
  to	
  use	
  the	
  following	
  sentence	
  starters:	
  	
  

	
  
• I	
  learned	
  to	
  _____________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  For	
  example,	
  	
  

	
  
• The	
  most	
  challenging	
  part	
  of	
  this	
  assignment	
  was	
  _______________	
  because	
  _____________.	
  

	
  

	
  

4. What	
  skills	
  have	
  you	
  learned	
  from	
  doing	
  this	
  piece	
  of	
  work?	
  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________	
  

5. What	
  did	
  you	
  find	
  most	
  challenging	
  about	
  this	
  assignment?	
  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________	
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Process	
  of	
  Learning	
  Student	
  Self-­‐Assessment	
  
 

SR#:	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Name:	
  	
   Date:	
  	
  
	
  
Mark	
  the	
  box	
  that	
  describes	
  how	
  you	
  would	
  respond	
  to	
  the	
  statements	
  below.	
  
	
  

1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
I	
  still	
  need	
  a	
  lot	
  of	
  help	
  with	
  

this	
  task/skill.	
  
I	
  usually	
  need	
  my	
  teacher’s	
  

help	
  with	
  this	
  task.	
  
I	
  sometimes	
  need	
  help	
  with	
  

this	
  task.	
  
I	
  can	
  do	
  this	
  by	
  myself.	
  

	
  
	
   Academic	
  Strategies	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Effort	
   I	
  put	
  in	
  my	
  best	
  effort	
  in	
  my	
  work.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Presentation	
   My	
  work	
  is	
  free	
  of	
  doodles	
  and	
  wrinkles.	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Using	
  Strategies	
   I	
  use	
  the	
  strategies	
  and	
  tools	
  I	
  learned	
  in	
  class	
  to	
  better	
  understand	
  the	
  subject.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Quality	
   My	
  work	
  is	
  fully	
  and	
  accurately	
  completed	
  according	
  to	
  the	
  directions.	
  	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Organization	
  and	
  Planning	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Timeliness	
   I	
  turn	
  in	
  my	
  homework	
  in	
  on	
  time.	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Planner	
   I	
  use	
  my	
  planner	
  to	
  write	
  down	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  homework	
  assignments	
  and	
  due	
  dates.	
  	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

Binder	
  /	
  Notebook	
   I	
  keep	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  current	
  assignments	
  and	
  homework	
  in	
  the	
  correct	
  folder	
  or	
  
section	
  of	
  my	
  binder.	
  I	
  keep	
  my	
  notebook	
  up	
  to	
  date.	
  I	
  bring	
  all	
  my	
  materials	
  to	
  
class.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Attendance	
   I	
  am	
  on	
  time	
  for	
  every	
  class.	
  	
  If	
  I	
  am	
  absent	
  from	
  school	
  I	
  make	
  sure	
  to	
  collect	
  and	
  
complete	
  all	
  of	
  my	
  missing	
  work.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Self-­‐Awareness	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Risk-­‐Taking	
   I	
  participate	
  in	
  all	
  class	
  activities,	
  even	
  if	
  the	
  activity	
  involves	
  a	
  skill	
  I	
  find	
  

challenging.	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Self-­‐Awareness	
   I	
  know	
  what	
  talents	
  and	
  strengths	
  I	
  bring	
  as	
  a	
  learner	
  and	
  use	
  them	
  in	
  my	
  
learning.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Openness	
  to	
  Growth	
   I	
  accept	
  my	
  areas	
  of	
  challenge	
  as	
  opportunities	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  better	
  learner.	
  	
  I	
  try	
  
new	
  strategies	
  that	
  may	
  help	
  me	
  to	
  become	
  a	
  better	
  learner.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Collaboration	
  Skills	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Pair/Group	
  Interactions	
   I	
  listen	
  attentively	
  when	
  working	
  with	
  others.	
  	
  I	
  contribute	
  and	
  share	
  the	
  workload	
  

with	
  my	
  partners.	
  	
  	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Relationships	
   I	
  help	
  other	
  members	
  if	
  they	
  don’t	
  understand	
  or	
  are	
  having	
  trouble	
  completing	
  
the	
  work.	
  I	
  accept	
  help	
  from	
  others	
  when	
  I	
  am	
  stuck	
  on	
  a	
  topic.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

Acceptance/Openness	
  
(of	
  others,	
  difference)	
  

I	
  could	
  be	
  paired	
  with	
  anybody	
  in	
  the	
  class	
  and	
  I	
  would	
  work	
  productively	
  
together	
  with	
  that	
  person	
  to	
  get	
  the	
  work	
  done.	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
  

	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
	
   Self-­‐Advocacy	
   1	
   2	
   3	
   4	
  
Reaching	
  out	
   I	
  ask	
  for	
  what	
  I	
  need	
  when	
  I	
  know	
  I	
  need	
  help	
  (ex:	
  schoolwork	
  or	
  social-­‐emotional)	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  
Diligence/Ownership	
   I	
  take	
  responsibility	
  for	
  my	
  own	
  learning	
  by	
  checking	
  my	
  grades	
  regularly	
  and	
  

getting	
  all	
  missing	
  work	
  when	
  I	
  miss	
  class.	
  
	
   	
   	
   	
  

Persistence	
   If	
  I	
  don’t	
  get	
  my	
  needs	
  met	
  the	
  first	
  time,	
  I	
  follow	
  up	
  with	
  the	
  teacher	
  until	
  I	
  get	
  
my	
  needs	
  met.	
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Process	
  of	
  Learning	
  Student	
  Self-­‐Assessment	
  
	
  



SR#	
  _____	
  Name	
  ___________________________________________________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Week	
  :___________________	
  	
  	
   Period:________	
  
Process	
  of	
  Learning:	
  MATH	
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Criteria	
   4	
   3	
   2	
   1	
   Evidence	
  

Academic	
  Focus	
  and	
  Strategies	
  
! I	
  stay	
  focused	
  on	
  classroom	
  tasks.	
  	
  
! I	
  record	
  my	
  work	
  and	
  thinking	
  using	
  

appropriate	
  strategies	
  with	
  words,	
  
drawings,	
  and/or	
  symbols.	
  	
  

! I	
  talk	
  to	
  the	
  text.	
  	
  
! I	
  identify	
  and	
  use	
  resources	
  that	
  

support	
  me	
  as	
  a	
  mathematician.	
  	
  

I	
  a
lw
ay
s	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
on
	
  m
y	
  
ow

n.
	
  	
  

	
   I	
  m
os
tly
	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
on
	
  m
y	
  
ow

n.
	
  

	
   I	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
w
he
n	
  
th
e	
  
te
ac
he
r	
  

re
m
in
ds
	
  m
e.
	
  

	
   I	
  o
nl
y	
  
do
	
  it
	
  w
ith
	
  th
e	
  
te
ac
he
r	
  

w
or
ki
ng
	
  b
es
id
e	
  
m
e.
	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  

Organization	
  Preparation	
  and	
  
Planning	
  	
  
! I	
  have	
  and	
  use	
  a	
  pencil	
  and	
  eraser	
  in	
  

class.	
  	
  
! I	
  record	
  legible,	
  organized,	
  and	
  detailed	
  

math	
  work	
  and	
  thinking	
  in	
  my	
  math	
  
binder	
  handouts.	
  	
  

! I	
  have	
  all	
  my	
  main	
  dishes,	
  side	
  dishes,	
  
and	
  desserts	
  completed	
  on	
  time.	
  	
  

! I	
  use	
  my	
  menu	
  checklist	
  to	
  organize	
  my	
  
math	
  binder.	
  	
  

I	
  a
lw
ay
s	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
on
	
  m
y	
  
ow

n.
	
  	
  

	
   I	
  m
os
tly
	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
on
	
  m
y	
  
ow

n.
	
  

	
   I	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
w
he
n	
  
th
e	
  
te
ac
he
r	
  r
em

in
ds
	
  m
e.
	
  

	
   I	
  o
nl
y	
  
do
	
  it
	
  w
ith
	
  th
e	
  
te
ac
he
r	
  w

or
ki
ng
	
  

be
si
de
	
  m
e.
	
  

	
  

	
  	
  



SR#	
  _____	
  Name	
  ___________________________________________________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Week	
  :___________________	
  	
  	
   Period:________	
  
Process	
  of	
  Learning:	
  MATH	
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*My	
  strength	
  while	
  working	
  this	
  week	
  was	
  __________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  

Self-­‐Advocacy	
  &	
  Motivation	
  
! I	
  ask	
  questions	
  to	
  my	
  classmates	
  

and/or	
  teacher	
  when	
  I	
  am	
  confused.	
  	
  
! I	
  am	
  motivated	
  to	
  do	
  well.	
  	
  
! I	
  am	
  persistent	
  to	
  finish	
  my	
  work.	
  
! I	
  challenge	
  myself.	
  	
  

	
  

I	
  a
lw
ay
s	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
on
	
  m
y	
  
ow

n.
	
  	
  

	
   I	
  m
os
tly
	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
on
	
  m
y	
  
ow

n.
	
  

	
   I	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
w
he
n	
  
th
e	
  
te
ac
he
r	
  r
em

in
ds
	
  

m
e.
	
  

	
   I	
  o
nl
y	
  
do
	
  it
	
  w
ith
	
  th
e	
  
te
ac
he
r	
  

w
or
ki
ng
	
  b
es
id
e	
  
m
e	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  Collaboration	
  &	
  Social	
  Skills	
  	
  
! I	
  am	
  respectful	
  to	
  my	
  partner,	
  group,	
  

and	
  teacher.	
  	
  
! I	
  listen	
  and	
  share	
  my	
  ideas	
  with	
  my	
  

classmates	
  in	
  a	
  positive	
  and	
  respectful	
  
manner.	
  

! I	
  am	
  on	
  task	
  and	
  get	
  things	
  done	
  when	
  
working	
  with	
  my	
  partner	
  and/or	
  group.	
  	
  

! I	
  make	
  right	
  choices	
  when	
  working	
  
with	
  my	
  partner	
  and/or	
  group.	
  

I	
  a
lw
ay
s	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
on
	
  m
y	
  
ow

n.
	
  	
  

	
   I	
  m
os
tly
	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
on
	
  m
y	
  
ow

n.
	
  

	
   I	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
w
he
n	
  
th
e	
  
te
ac
he
r	
  r
em

in
ds
	
  m
e.
	
  

	
   	
   I	
  o
nl
y	
  
do
	
  it
	
  w
ith
	
  th
e	
  
te
ac
he
r	
  

w
or
ki
ng
	
  b
es
id
e	
  
m
e	
  
	
  

	
  	
  

Self	
  Awareness	
  &	
  Emotional	
  Well	
  
Being	
  
! I	
  am	
  aware	
  of	
  my	
  strengths	
  and	
  

challenges	
  and	
  do	
  something	
  to	
  
improve.	
  	
  

! I	
  use	
  positive	
  thinking	
  when	
  
encountering	
  challenging	
  situations.	
  

! I	
  make	
  good	
  choices	
  in	
  challenging	
  
situations.	
  

I	
  a
lw
ay
s	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
on
	
  m
y	
  
ow

n.
	
  	
  

	
   I	
  m
os
tly
	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
on
	
  m
y	
  
ow

n.
	
  

	
   I	
  d
o	
  
it	
  
w
he
n	
  
th
e	
  
te
ac
he
r	
  

re
m
in
ds
	
  m
e.
	
  

	
   I	
  o
nl
y	
  
do
	
  it
	
  w
ith
	
  th
e	
  

te
ac
he
r	
  w

or
ki
ng
	
  b
es
id
e	
  

m
e	
  
	
  

	
  	
  



SR#	
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  ___________________________________________________	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Week	
  :___________________	
  	
  	
   Period:________	
  
Process	
  of	
  Learning:	
  MATH	
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*My	
  challenge	
  or	
  area	
  of	
  growth	
  while	
  working	
  in	
  this	
  week	
  is	
  
________________________________________________________________________________.	
  	
  	
  	
  I	
  will	
  ______________________	
  
	
  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
*My	
  goal/s	
  for	
  next	
  week	
  is/	
  are______________________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________.	
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Gateway Middle School

5-Year Financial Projection

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

REVENUE Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

Enrollment 312 312 312 312 312 Consistent with average enrollment over the past 4 years
ADA % 96% 96% 96% 96% 96% Conservative estimate, typically over 96.5%
Average Daily Attendance  (ADA) 299.5           299.5           299.5           299.5           299.5           
Free and Reduced Lunch Students 119.8           119.8           119.8           119.8           119.8           Project 40% FRL rate, in line with GMS historical rates

State & Local Government Revenue

LCFF/General Purpose Entitlement 2,064,696    2,151,612    2,246,400    2,351,232    2,464,131    Rates from Charter Schools Development Center
State Lottery 49,421         49,421         49,421         49,421         49,421         Rates from Charter Schools Development Center
Proposition A - SFUSD 80,870         80,870         80,870         80,870         80,870         $270/ADA, flat with no increase
Proposition H - SFUSD 90,000         90,000         90,000         90,000         90,000         Based on current funding
TOTAL STATE & LOCAL 2,284,987    2,371,903    2,466,691    2,571,523    2,684,422    

TOTAL FEDERAL 47,923         47,923         47,923         47,923         47,923         NCLB, based on current funding rates

Other Revenue

Annual Fundraising 120,000       120,000       140,000       140,000       140,000       Represents portion of organizations $1.5M annual fundraising target
Interest / Return on Investments 120,000       120,000       120,000       120,000       120,000       Based on necessary % allocation of return on invested funds of $5M 
TOTAL REVENUE 2,572,911    2,659,827    2,774,614    2,879,446    2,992,346    

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

EXPENDITURES Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

Certificated Salaries 1,345,500    1,394,640    1,448,647    1,501,593    1,556,553    4% annual increase
Classified Salaries 101,000       103,280       109,628       112,047       114,539       3% annual increase 
TOTAL SALARIES 1,446,500    1,497,920    1,558,276    1,613,641    1,671,092    

TOTAL BENEFITS 380,422       423,487       470,057       518,868       570,795       Includes health care, retirement, payroll taxes, workers comp

TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS 1,826,922    1,921,407    2,028,333    2,132,509    2,241,886    

Program and Operating Expenses

Professional Development 35,000         35,000         37,500         37,500         37,500         Based on PD program planning
Student Activities 12,500         12,500         13,000         14,000         14,000         Performances, assembly, field trips, 5% increase in FY17
Classroom Supplies 54,000         54,000         58,200         58,200         58,200         2% increase
Operating Supplies and Services 59,000         59,590         60,186         60,788         62,004         Copier, postage, tech supplies, phone
Administrative Costs 6,000           6,000           6,000           6,000           6,120           Dues and memberships, GPA, fingerprinting
Plant and Facilities 88,500         89,385         90,279         91,182         93,005         Janitorial, maintenance, utilities
TOTAL PROGRAM AND OPERATING 255,000       256,475       265,165       267,669       270,830       

Other Expenses

Depreciation on Capitalized Items 55,000         50,000         40,000         30,000         25,000         Capital purchases represented in the cash flow projections

Central Office Support 259,600       267,388       275,410       283,672       292,182       Allocation of shared costs such as finance, HR, leadership, insurance

SFUSD Fees and Payments 144,169       145,524       148,962       150,505       152,134       District oversight, special ed, and Prop 39 payments

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,540,692    2,640,794    2,757,869    2,864,355    2,982,032    

NET INCOME 32,219         19,033         16,745         15,091         10,314         
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Gateway Middle School

5-Year Financial Projection

2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 Notes

ANNUAL CHANGE IN CASH Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5

Beginning Cash 516,000       524,948       504,328       592,962       570,599       
Change in Cash (see monthly detail) 8,948           (20,620)        88,634         (22,363)        (27,981)        
ENDING CASH 524,948       504,328       592,962       570,599       542,618       

ANNUAL FUND BALANCE

Projected Carry forward Fund Balance 2,954,082    
Ending Fund Balance 2,986,300    3,005,333    3,022,079    3,037,170    3,047,484    
Fund Balance as % of Expenses 118% 114% 110% 106% 102%

Soft Revenue Analysis

Total Non-Government Funding ("soft") 240,000       240,000       260,000       260,000       260,000       
Soft Revenues as % of Budget 9.4% 9.1% 9.4% 9.1% 8.7%
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Gateway Middle School

Staffing Model & Personnel Expense Detail

EMPLOYEE SALARIES 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Position Type 1 2 3 4 5

Principal Certificated 1.0             1.0             1.0             1.0             1.0             
Assistant Principal Certificated 1.0             1.0             1.0             1.0             1.0             
Learning Center Director Certificated 1.0             1.0             1.0             1.0             1.0             
Counselor Certificated 1.0             1.0             1.0             1.0             1.0             
Certificated Teaching Staff Certificated 15.0           15.0           15.0           15.0           15.0           
Librarian Classified 0.5             0.5             0.5             0.5             0.5             
Admin Assistant Classified 1.0             1.0             1.0             1.0             1.0             
Total FTE 20.5           20.5           20.5           20.5           20.5           
Salary Assumptions

Principal Certificated 3% 100,000     103,000     106,090     109,273     112,551     
Assistant Principal Certificated 3% 85,000       87,550       90,177       92,882       95,668       
Learning Center Director Certificated 3% 78,000       80,340       82,750       85,233       87,790       
Counselor Certificated 3% 65,000       66,950       68,959       71,027       73,158       
Certificated Teaching Staff Certificated 4% 982,500     1,021,800  1,062,672  1,105,179  1,149,386  
Librarian Classified 3% 18,000       18,540       19,096       19,669       20,259       
Admin Assistant Classified 3% 58,000       59,740       61,532       63,378       65,280       
Other Compensation

Substitutes 35,000       35,000       38,000       38,000       38,000       
Program Stipends 10,000       10,000       11,000       11,000       11,000       
Coaching Stipends 10,000       10,000       12,000       12,000       12,000       
Admin Staff Vacation Accrual 5,000         5,000         6,000         6,000         6,000         
Total Salary 1,446,500  1,497,920  1,558,276  1,613,641  1,671,092  

Summary

Teacher Salaries 1,017,500  1,056,800  1,100,672  1,143,179  1,187,386  
Certificated Administrators 328,000     337,840     347,975     358,414     369,167     
Total Certificated Salary 1,345,500  1,394,640  1,448,647  1,501,593  1,556,553  
Total Classified Salary 101,000     103,280     109,628     112,047     114,539     
Total Salary 1,446,500  1,497,920  1,558,276  1,613,641  1,671,092  

Comment

4% annual increase

3% annual increase on regular comp

3% annual increase
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Gateway Middle School

Staffing Model & Personnel Expense Detail

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20

Benefit 1 2 3 4 5

Retirement - Certificated Escalating rates of qualifying wages 140,617     171,043       203,556       238,273       275,314       
Retirement - Classified 5.00% of qualifying wages 5,050         5,164         5,481         5,602         5,727         
Health & Welfare Benefits 10,000 $ per eligible employee 174,250     184,705     195,787     207,535     219,987     
Worker's Compensation 1.80 $ per $100 of payroll 26,037       26,963       28,049       29,046       30,080       
Social Security 6.20% of qualifying wages 6,262         6,403         6,797         6,947         7,101         
Medicare 1.45% of qualifying wages 20,974       21,720       22,595       23,398       24,231       
SUI/SDI 0.50% of qualifying wages 7,233         7,490         7,791         8,068         8,355         
TOTAL BENEFITS 380,422     423,487     470,057     518,868     570,795     

Benefit
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Gateway Middle School

Non-Personnel Expense Detail

Description 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

     Total Professional Development 35,000       35,000       37,500       37,500       37,500       

Student Culture Activities 5,000         5,000         5,000         5,000         5,000         
Field Trips 5,000         5,000         5,000         6,000         6,000         
Graduation 2,500         2,500         3,000         3,000         3,000         

     Total Student Activities 12,500       12,500       13,000       14,000       14,000       

Art 7,000         7,000         7,000         7,000         7,000         
Humanities 2,000         2,000         2,100         2,100         2,100         
Mathematics 2,000         2,000         2,100         2,100         2,100         
Science 5,000         5,000         5,000         5,000         5,000         
Spanish 2,000         2,000         2,200         2,200         2,200         
General Classroom Supplies 5,000         5,000         6,000         6,000         6,000         
Learning Center 5,000         5,000         5,250         5,250         5,250         
Counseling 500           500           525           525           525           
Volunteer / After School Tutor Supplies 500           500           525           525           525           
Technology Programs and Assessment 10,000       10,000       10,500       10,500       10,500       
Athletics 15,000       15,000       17,000       17,000       17,000       

     Total Classroom Expenses 54,000       54,000       58,200       58,200       58,200       

TOTAL PROGRAM EXPENSES 101,500     101,500     108,700     109,700     109,700     

Office Supplies & Materials 10,000       10,100       10,201       10,303       10,406       
Non Capital Technology Supplies 12,000       12,120       12,241       12,364       12,487       
Copier 24,000       24,240       24,482       24,727       24,974       
Postage & Delivery 8,000         8,080         8,161         8,242         8,325         
Telephone 5,000         5,050         5,101         5,152         5,203         

     Total Office Supplies / Overhead 59,000       59,590       60,186       60,788       61,396       

Dues & Memberships 1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000         
Misc. Expenses 1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000         
Newsletter 500           500           500           500           500           
Parent Association (GPA) 1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000         1,000         
Principal's Discretionary 2,500         2,500         2,500         2,500         2,500         

     Total Other Admin Expenses 6,000         6,000         6,000         6,000         6,000         

Janitorial Service and Supplies 36,000       36,360       36,724       37,091       37,462       
Repairs & Maintenance 10,000       10,100       10,201       10,303       10,406       
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Utilities 40,000       40,400       40,804       41,212       41,624       
Security 2,500         2,525         2,550         2,576         2,602         

     Total Plant & Facilities 88,500       89,385       90,279       91,182       92,093       

District Oversight Fee (1%) 20,647       21,516       22,464       23,512       24,641       
Special Ed Fee 48,522       49,007       49,498       49,993       50,492       
PROP 39-FUA 75,000       75,000       77,000       77,000       77,000       

Total District Fees 144,169     145,524     148,962     150,505     152,134     

Central Office Support 259,600     267,388     275,410     283,672     292,182     

Depreciation 55,000       50,000       40,000       30,000       25,000       

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 612,269     617,887     620,836     622,146     628,805     

TOTAL NON-PERSONNEL EXPENSES 713,769     719,387     729,536     731,846     738,505     
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Gateway Middle School

5-Year Monthly Cash Flow Year 1 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Accrual

FY 2015-16 2015 2015 2015 2015 2015 2015 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016

Students

Enrollment 312
ADA % 96%
Average Daily Attendance  (ADA) 300

State & Local Government Revenue

LCFF/General Purpose Entitlement 2,064,696  -                268,410        144,529        227,117        144,529        144,529        227,117        41,294          144,529        227,117        144,529        -                350,998        
State Lottery 49,421       -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                
Proposition A - SFUSD 80,870       -                -                -                -                -                -                40,435          -                -                -                -                40,435          -                
Proposition H - SFUSD 90,000       -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                90,000          -                

Subtotal State & Local Revenue 2,284,987  -                268,410        156,884        227,117        144,529        156,884        267,552        41,294          156,884        227,117        144,529        142,790        350,998        
Federal Revenue

NCLB Funding 47,923       -                -                -                -                -                -                -                11,981          -                11,981          -                11,981          11,981          
Subtotal Federal Revenue 47,923       -                -                -                -                -                -                -                11,981          -                11,981          -                11,981          11,981          

Other Revenue -            -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                
Annual Fundraising 120,000     10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          -                
Interest / Return on Investments 120,000     10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          -                

TOTAL REVENUE 2,572,911  20,000          288,410        176,884        247,117        164,529        176,884        287,552        73,275          176,884        259,097        164,529        174,771        362,979        

EXPENDITURES

Certificated Salaries 1,345,500  112,125        112,125        112,125        112,125        112,125        112,125        112,125        112,125        112,125        112,125        112,125        112,125        -                
Classified Salaries 101,000     8,417            8,417            8,417            8,417            8,417            8,417            8,417            8,417            8,417            8,417            8,417            8,417            -                

TOTAL SALARIES 1,446,500  120,542        120,542        120,542        120,542        120,542        120,542        120,542        120,542        120,542        120,542        120,542        120,542        -                
TOTAL BENEFITS 380,422     31,702          31,702          31,702          31,702          31,702          31,702          31,702          31,702          31,702          31,702          31,702          31,702          -                

TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS 1,826,922  152,244        152,244        152,244        152,244        152,244        152,244        152,244        152,244        152,244        152,244        152,244        152,244        -                

Program and Operating Expenses

Professional Development 35,000       2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            -                2,917            
Student Activities 12,500       1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            -                
Classroom Supplies 54,000       4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            -                4,500            
Operating Supplies and Services 59,000       4,917            4,917            4,917            4,917            4,917            4,917            4,917            4,917            4,917            4,917            4,917            -                4,917            
Administrative Costs 6,000         500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               -                
Plant and Facilities 88,500       7,375            7,375            7,375            7,375            7,375            7,375            7,375            7,375            7,375            7,375            7,375            -                7,375            
TOTAL PROGRAM AND OPERATING 255,000     21,250          21,250          21,250          21,250          21,250          21,250          21,250          21,250          21,250          21,250          21,250          1,542            19,708          

Other Expenses

District Oversight Fee 20,647       -                5,162            -                -                5,162            -                -                5,162            -                -                5,162            -                
Special Education Fee 48,522       -                12,131          -                -                12,131          -                -                12,131          -                -                12,131          -                
PROP 39-FUA 75,000       -                18,750          -                -                18,750          -                -                18,750          -                -                18,750          -                
SFUSD Fees and Payments 144,169     -                -                36,042          -                -                36,042          -                -                36,042          -                -                36,042          -                

Administrative Overhead 259,600     21,633          21,633          21,633          21,633          21,633          21,633          21,633          21,633          21,633          21,633          21,633          21,633          

Depreciation 55,000       4,583            4,583            4,583            4,583            4,583            4,583            4,583            4,583            4,583            4,583            4,583            4,583            

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,540,692  199,710        199,710        235,753        199,710        199,710        235,753        199,710        199,710        235,753        199,710        199,710        216,044        19,708          

NET INCOME 32,219       (179,710)       88,700          (58,869)         47,406          (35,181)         (58,869)         87,842          (126,435)       (58,869)         59,387          (35,181)         (41,273)         343,271        

ANNUAL CHANGE IN CASH

Net Income 32,219       (179,710)       88,700          (58,869)         47,406          (35,181)         (58,869)         87,842          (126,435)       (58,869)         59,387          (35,181)         301,998        
(Increase) Decrease in Accounts Receivable (12,979)     200,000        150,000        -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (362,979)       
Increase in Accounts Payable 19,708       -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                19,708          
Depreciation & Amortization 55,000       4,583              4,583              4,583              4,583              4,583              4,583              4,583              4,583              4,583              4,583              4,583              -                

38,948       20,290          238,700        (58,869)         47,406          (35,181)         (58,869)         87,842          (126,435)       (58,869)         59,387          (35,181)         (41,273)         

Investing Activity

Capital Expenditures (30,000)     (10,000)         -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (20,000)         
Total Investing Activity (30,000)     (10,000)         -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (20,000)         

Total 8,948         10,290          238,700        (58,869)         47,406          (35,181)         (58,869)         87,842          (126,435)       (58,869)         59,387          (35,181)         (61,273)         
Beginning Cash 516,000     516,000        526,290        764,990        706,122        753,528        718,346        659,478        747,319        620,884        562,015        621,403        586,221        

ENDING CASH 524,948     526,290        764,990        706,122        753,528        718,346        659,478        747,319        620,884        562,015        621,403        586,221        524,948        
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Gateway Middle School

5-Year Monthly Cash Flow Year 2 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Accrual

FY 2016-17 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2016 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017

Students

Enrollment 312               
ADA % 96%
Average Daily Attendance  (ADA) 300               

State & Local Government Revenue

LCFF/General Purpose Entitlement 2,151,612     -                279,710        150,613        236,677        150,613        150,613        236,677        43,032          150,613        236,677        150,613        -                365,774        
State Lottery 49,421          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                
Proposition A - SFUSD 80,870          -                -                -                -                -                -                40,435          -                -                -                -                40,435          -                
Proposition H - SFUSD 90,000          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                90,000          -                

Subtotal State & Local Revenue 2,371,903     -                279,710        162,968        236,677        150,613        162,968        277,113        43,032          162,968        236,677        150,613        142,790        365,774        
Federal Revenue

NCLB Funding 47,923          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                11,981          -                11,981          -                11,981          11,981          
Subtotal Federal Revenue 47,923          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                11,981          -                11,981          -                11,981          11,981          

Other Revenue

Annual Fundraising 120,000        10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          -                
Interest / Return on Investments 120,000        10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          10,000          -                

TOTAL REVENUE 2,659,827     20,000          299,710        182,968        256,677        170,613        182,968        297,113        75,013          182,968        268,658        170,613        174,771        377,755        

EXPENDITURES

Certificated Salaries 1,394,640     116,220        116,220        116,220        116,220        116,220        116,220        116,220        116,220        116,220        116,220        116,220        116,220        -                
Classified Salaries 103,280        8,607            8,607            8,607            8,607            8,607            8,607            8,607            8,607            8,607            8,607            8,607            8,607            -                

TOTAL SALARIES 1,497,920     124,827        124,827        124,827        124,827        124,827        124,827        124,827        124,827        124,827        124,827        124,827        124,827        -                
TOTAL BENEFITS 423,487        35,291          35,291          35,291          35,291          35,291          35,291          35,291          35,291          35,291          35,291          35,291          35,291          -                

TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS 1,921,407     160,117        160,117        160,117        160,117        160,117        160,117        160,117        160,117        160,117        160,117        160,117        160,117        -                

Program and Operating Expenses

Professional Development 35,000          2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            2,917            -                2,917            
Student Activities 12,500          1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            1,042            -                
Classroom Supplies 54,000          4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            4,500            -                4,500            
Operating Supplies and Services 59,590          4,966            4,966            4,966            4,966            4,966            4,966            4,966            4,966            4,966            4,966            4,966            -                4,966            
Administrative Costs 6,000            500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               -                
Plant and Facilities 89,385          7,449            7,449            7,449            7,449            7,449            7,449            7,449            7,449            7,449            7,449            7,449            -                7,449            
TOTAL PROGRAM AND OPERATING 256,475        21,373          21,373          21,373          21,373          21,373          21,373          21,373          21,373          21,373          21,373          21,373          1,542            19,831          

Other Expenses

District Oversight Fee 21,516          -                5,379            -                -                5,379            -                -                5,379            -                -                5,379            -                
Special Education Fee 49,007          -                12,252          -                -                12,252          -                -                12,252          -                -                12,252          -                
PROP 39-FUA 75,000          -                18,750          -                -                18,750          -                -                18,750          -                -                18,750          -                
SFUSD Fees and Payments 145,524        -                -                36,381          -                -                36,381          -                -                36,381          -                -                36,381          -                

Administrative Overhead 267,388        22,282          22,282          22,282          22,282          22,282          22,282          22,282          22,282          22,282          22,282          22,282          22,282          

Depreciation 50,000          4,167            4,167            4,167            4,167            4,167            4,167            4,167            4,167            4,167            4,167            4,167            4,167            

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,640,794     207,939        207,939        244,320        207,939        207,939        244,320        207,939        207,939        244,320        207,939        207,939        224,489        19,831          

NET INCOME 19,033          (187,939)       91,770          (61,352)         48,738          (37,326)         (61,352)         89,173          (132,926)       (61,352)         60,719          (37,326)         (49,718)         357,924        

ANNUAL CHANGE IN CASH

Net Income 19,033          (187,939)       91,770          (61,352)         48,738          (37,326)         (61,352)         89,173          (132,926)       (61,352)         60,719          (37,326)         308,206        
(Increase) Decrease in Accounts Receivable (14,776)         181,490        181,490        -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (377,755)       
Increase in Accounts Payable 123               (6,569)           (6,569)           (6,569)           -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                19,831          
Depreciation & Amortization 50,000          4,167               4,167               4,167               4,167               4,167               4,167               4,167               4,167               4,167               4,167               4,167               -                

4,380            (13,019)         266,691        (67,921)         48,738          (37,326)         (61,352)         89,173          (132,926)       (61,352)         60,719          (37,326)         (49,718)         

Investing Activity

Capital Expenditures (25,000)         (10,000)         -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (20,000)         
Total Investing Activity (25,000)         (10,000)         -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (20,000)         

Total (20,620)         (23,019)         266,691        (67,921)         48,738          (37,326)         (61,352)         89,173          (132,926)       (61,352)         60,719          (37,326)         (69,718)         
Beginning Cash 524,948        524,948        501,929        768,620        700,698        749,436        712,110        650,758        739,931        607,005        545,653        606,372        569,046        

ENDING CASH 504,328        501,929        768,620        700,698        749,436        712,110        650,758        739,931        607,005        545,653        606,372        569,046        499,328        
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Gateway Middle School

5-Year Monthly Cash Flow Year 3 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Accrual

FY 2017-18 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2017 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018

Students

Enrollment 312               
ADA % 96%
Average Daily Attendance  (ADA) 300               

State & Local Government Revenue

LCFF/General Purpose Entitlement 2,246,400     -                359,424        179,712        179,712        179,712        179,712        179,712        44,928          314,496        179,712        179,712        -                269,568        
State Lottery 49,421          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                
Proposition A - SFUSD 80,870          -                -                -                -                -                -                40,435          -                -                -                -                40,435          -                
Proposition H - SFUSD 90,000          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                90,000          -                

Subtotal State & Local Revenue 2,466,691     -                359,424        192,067        179,712        179,712        192,067        220,147        44,928          326,851        179,712        179,712        142,790        269,568        
Federal Revenue

NCLB Funding 47,923          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                11,981          -                11,981          -                11,981          11,981          
Subtotal Federal Revenue 47,923          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                11,981          -                11,981          -                11,981          11,981          

Other Revenue

Annual Fundraising 140,000        11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          -                
Interest / Return on Investments 120,000        6,000            22,000          22,000          22,000          6,000            6,000            6,000            6,000            6,000            6,000            6,000            6,000            -                

TOTAL REVENUE 2,774,614     17,667          393,091        225,734        213,379        197,379        209,734        237,814        74,575          344,518        209,359        197,379        172,438        281,549        

EXPENDITURES

Certificated Salaries 1,448,647     120,721        120,721        120,721        120,721        120,721        120,721        120,721        120,721        120,721        120,721        120,721        120,721        -                
Classified Salaries 109,628        9,136            9,136            9,136            9,136            9,136            9,136            9,136            9,136            9,136            9,136            9,136            9,136            -                

TOTAL SALARIES 1,558,276     129,856        129,856        129,856        129,856        129,856        129,856        129,856        129,856        129,856        129,856        129,856        129,856        -                
TOTAL BENEFITS 470,057        39,171          39,171          39,171          39,171          39,171          39,171          39,171          39,171          39,171          39,171          39,171          39,171          -                

TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS 2,028,333     169,028        169,028        169,028        169,028        169,028        169,028        169,028        169,028        169,028        169,028        169,028        169,028        -                

Program and Operating Expenses

Professional Development 37,500          3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            -                3,125            
Student Activities 13,000          1,083            1,083            1,083            1,083            1,083            1,083            1,083            1,083            1,083            1,083            1,083            1,083            -                
Classroom Supplies 58,200          4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            -                4,850            
Operating Supplies and Services 60,186          5,015            5,015            5,015            5,015            5,015            5,015            5,015            5,015            5,015            5,015            5,015            -                5,015            
Administrative Costs 6,000            500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               -                
Plant and Facilities 90,279          7,523            7,523            7,523            7,523            7,523            7,523            7,523            7,523            7,523            7,523            7,523            -                7,523            
TOTAL PROGRAM AND OPERATING 265,165        22,097          22,097          22,097          22,097          22,097          22,097          22,097          22,097          22,097          22,097          22,097          1,583            20,514          

Other Expenses

District Oversight Fee 22,464          -                5,616            -                -                5,616            -                -                5,616            -                -                5,616            -                
Special Education Fee 49,498          -                12,374          -                -                12,374          -                -                12,374          -                -                12,374          -                
PROP 39-FUA 77,000          -                19,250          -                -                19,250          -                -                19,250          -                -                19,250          -                
SFUSD Fees and Payments 148,962        -                -                37,240          -                -                37,240          -                -                37,240          -                -                37,240          -                

Administrative Overhead 275,410        22,951          22,951          22,951          22,951          22,951          22,951          22,951          22,951          22,951          22,951          22,951          22,951          

Depreciation 40,000          3,333            3,333            3,333            3,333            3,333            3,333            3,333            3,333            3,333            3,333            3,333            3,333            

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,757,869     217,409        217,409        254,649        217,409        217,409        254,649        217,409        217,409        254,649        217,409        217,409        234,136        20,514          

NET INCOME 16,745          (199,742)       175,682        (28,915)         (4,030)           (20,030)         (44,915)         20,405          (142,833)       89,869          (8,049)           (20,030)         (61,698)         261,035        

ANNUAL CHANGE IN CASH

Net Income 16,745          (199,742)       175,682        (28,915)         (4,030)           (20,030)         (44,915)         20,405          (142,833)       89,869          (8,049)           (20,030)         199,337        
(Increase) Decrease in Accounts Receivable 96,206          188,877        188,877        -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (281,549)       
Increase in Accounts Payable 682               (6,610)           (6,610)           (6,610)           -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                20,514          
Depreciation & Amortization 40,000          3,333               3,333               3,333               3,333               3,333               3,333               3,333               3,333               3,333               3,333               3,333               -                

113,634        (17,475)         357,949        (35,526)         (4,030)           (20,030)         (44,915)         20,405          (142,833)       89,869          (8,049)           (20,030)         (61,698)         

Investing Activity

Capital Expenditures (25,000)         (15,000)         -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (15,000)         
Total Investing Activity (25,000)         (15,000)         -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (15,000)         

Total 88,634          (32,475)         357,949        (35,526)         (4,030)           (20,030)         (44,915)         20,405          (142,833)       89,869          (8,049)           (20,030)         (76,698)         
Beginning Cash 504,328        504,328        471,853        829,802        794,276        790,246        770,215        725,300        745,705        602,871        692,740        684,690        664,660        

ENDING CASH 592,962        471,853        829,802        794,276        790,246        770,215        725,300        745,705        602,871        692,740        684,690        664,660        587,962        
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Gateway Middle School

5-Year Monthly Cash Flow Year 4 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Accrual

FY 2018-19 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2018 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019

Students

Enrollment 312               
ADA % 96%
Average Daily Attendance  (ADA) 300               

State & Local Government Revenue

LCFF/General Purpose Entitlement 2,351,232     -                376,197        188,099        188,099        188,099        188,099        188,099        47,025          329,172        188,099        188,099        -                282,148        
State Lottery 49,421          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                
Proposition A - SFUSD 80,870          -                -                -                -                -                -                40,435          -                -                -                -                40,435          -                
Proposition H - SFUSD 90,000          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                90,000          -                

Subtotal State & Local Revenue 2,571,523     -                376,197        200,454        188,099        188,099        200,454        228,534        47,025          341,528        188,099        188,099        142,790        282,148        
Federal Revenue

NCLB Funding 47,923          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                11,981          -                11,981          -                11,981          11,981          
Subtotal Federal Revenue 47,923          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                11,981          -                11,981          -                11,981          11,981          

Other Revenue

Annual Fundraising 140,000        11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          -                
Interest / Return on Investments 120,000        6,000            22,000          22,000          22,000          6,000            6,000            6,000            6,000            6,000            6,000            6,000            6,000            -                

TOTAL REVENUE 2,879,446     17,667          409,864        234,120        221,765        205,765        218,120        246,200        76,672          359,194        217,746        205,765        172,438        294,129        

EXPENDITURES

Certificated Salaries 1,501,593     125,133        125,133        125,133        125,133        125,133        125,133        125,133        125,133        125,133        125,133        125,133        125,133        -                
Classified Salaries 112,047        9,337            9,337            9,337            9,337            9,337            9,337            9,337            9,337            9,337            9,337            9,337            9,337            -                

TOTAL SALARIES 1,613,641     134,470        134,470        134,470        134,470        134,470        134,470        134,470        134,470        134,470        134,470        134,470        134,470        -                
TOTAL BENEFITS 518,868        43,239          43,239          43,239          43,239          43,239          43,239          43,239          43,239          43,239          43,239          43,239          43,239          -                

TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS 2,132,509     177,709        177,709        177,709        177,709        177,709        177,709        177,709        177,709        177,709        177,709        177,709        177,709        -                

Program and Operating Expenses

Professional Development 37,500          3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            -                3,125            
Student Activities 14,000          1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            -                
Classroom Supplies 58,200          4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            -                4,850            
Operating Supplies and Services 60,788          5,066            5,066            5,066            5,066            5,066            5,066            5,066            5,066            5,066            5,066            5,066            -                5,066            
Administrative Costs 6,000            500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               500               -                
Plant and Facilities 91,182          7,598            7,598            7,598            7,598            7,598            7,598            7,598            7,598            7,598            7,598            7,598            -                7,598            
TOTAL PROGRAM AND OPERATING 267,669        22,306          22,306          22,306          22,306          22,306          22,306          22,306          22,306          22,306          22,306          22,306          1,667            20,639          

Other Expenses

District Oversight Fee 23,512          -                5,878            -                -                5,878            -                -                5,878            -                -                5,878            -                
Special Education Fee 49,993          -                12,498          -                -                12,498          -                -                12,498          -                -                12,498          -                
PROP 39-FUA 77,000          -                19,250          -                -                19,250          -                -                19,250          -                -                19,250          -                
SFUSD Fees and Payments 150,505        -                -                37,626          -                -                37,626          -                -                37,626          -                -                37,626          -                

Administrative Overhead 283,672        23,639          23,639          23,639          23,639          23,639          23,639          23,639          23,639          23,639          23,639          23,639          23,639          

Depreciation 30,000          2,500            2,500            2,500            2,500            2,500            2,500            2,500            2,500            2,500            2,500            2,500            2,500            

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,864,355     226,154        226,154        263,780        226,154        226,154        263,780        226,154        226,154        263,780        226,154        226,154        243,141        20,639          

NET INCOME 15,091          (208,488)       183,710        (29,660)         (4,389)           (20,389)         (45,660)         20,046          (149,482)       95,414          (8,408)           (20,389)         (70,703)         273,490        

ANNUAL CHANGE IN CASH

Net Income 15,091          (208,488)       183,710        (29,660)         (4,389)           (20,389)         (45,660)         20,046          (149,482)       95,414          (8,408)           (20,389)         202,786        
(Increase) Decrease in Accounts Receivable (12,580)         140,774        140,774        -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (294,129)       
Increase in Accounts Payable 125               (6,838)           (6,838)           (6,838)           -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                20,639          
Depreciation & Amortization 30,000          2,500               2,500               2,500               2,500               2,500               2,500               2,500               2,500               2,500               2,500               2,500               -                

2,637            (74,551)         317,646        (36,498)         (4,389)           (20,389)         (45,660)         20,046          (149,482)       95,414          (8,408)           (20,389)         (70,703)         

Investing Activity

Capital Expenditures (25,000)         (10,000)         -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (20,000)         
Total Investing Activity (25,000)         (10,000)         -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (20,000)         

Total (22,363)         (84,551)         317,646        (36,498)         (4,389)           (20,389)         (45,660)         20,046          (149,482)       95,414          (8,408)           (20,389)         (90,703)         
Beginning Cash 592,962        592,962        508,411        826,057        789,559        785,170        764,782        719,122        739,168        589,686        685,100        676,691        656,303        

ENDING CASH 570,599        508,411        826,057        789,559        785,170        764,782        719,122        739,168        589,686        685,100        676,691        656,303        565,599        
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Gateway Middle School

5-Year Monthly Cash Flow Year 5 Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Accrual

FY 2019-20 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2019 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020

Students

Enrollment 312               
ADA % 96%
Average Daily Attendance  (ADA) 300               

State & Local Government Revenue

LCFF/General Purpose Entitlement 2,464,131     -                394,261        197,130        197,130        197,130        197,130        197,130        49,283          344,978        197,130        197,130        -                295,696        
State Lottery 49,421          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                -                12,355          -                
Proposition A - SFUSD 80,870          -                -                -                -                -                -                40,435          -                -                -                -                40,435          -                
Proposition H - SFUSD 90,000          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                90,000          -                

Subtotal State & Local Revenue 2,684,422     -                394,261        209,486        197,130        197,130        209,486        237,566        49,283          357,334        197,130        197,130        142,790        295,696        
Federal Revenue

NCLB Funding 47,923          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                11,981          -                11,981          -                11,981          11,981          
Subtotal Federal Revenue 47,923          -                -                -                -                -                -                -                11,981          -                11,981          -                11,981          11,981          

Other Revenue

Annual Fundraising 140,000        11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          -                
Interest / Return on Investments 120,000        11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          11,667          -                

TOTAL REVENUE 2,992,346     23,333          417,594        232,819        220,464        220,464        232,819        260,899        84,597          380,667        232,445        220,464        178,105        307,677        

EXPENDITURES

Certificated Salaries 1,556,553     129,713        129,713        129,713        129,713        129,713        129,713        129,713        129,713        129,713        129,713        129,713        129,713        -                
Classified Salaries 114,539        9,545            9,545            9,545            9,545            9,545            9,545            9,545            9,545            9,545            9,545            9,545            9,545            -                

TOTAL SALARIES 1,671,092     139,258        139,258        139,258        139,258        139,258        139,258        139,258        139,258        139,258        139,258        139,258        139,258        -                
TOTAL BENEFITS 570,795        47,566          47,566          47,566          47,566          47,566          47,566          47,566          47,566          47,566          47,566          47,566          47,566          -                

TOTAL PERSONNEL COSTS 2,241,886     186,824        186,824        186,824        186,824        186,824        186,824        186,824        186,824        186,824        186,824        186,824        186,824        -                

Program and Operating Expenses

Professional Development 37,500          3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            3,125            -                3,125            
Student Activities 14,000          1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            1,167            -                
Classroom Supplies 58,200          4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            4,850            -                4,850            
Operating Supplies and Services 62,004          5,167            5,167            5,167            5,167            5,167            5,167            5,167            5,167            5,167            5,167            5,167            -                5,167            
Administrative Costs 6,120            510               510               510               510               510               510               510               510               510               510               510               510               -                
Plant and Facilities 93,005          7,750            7,750            7,750            7,750            7,750            7,750            7,750            7,750            7,750            7,750            7,750            -                7,750            
TOTAL PROGRAM AND OPERATING 270,830        22,569          22,569          22,569          22,569          22,569          22,569          22,569          22,569          22,569          22,569          22,569          1,677            20,892          

Other Expenses

District Oversight Fee 24,641          -                6,160            -                -                6,160            -                -                6,160            -                -                6,160            -                
Special Education Fee 50,492          -                12,623          -                -                12,623          -                -                12,623          -                -                12,623          -                
PROP 39-FUA 77,000          -                19,250          -                -                19,250          -                -                19,250          -                -                19,250          -                
SFUSD Fees and Payments 152,134        -                -                38,033          -                -                38,033          -                -                38,033          -                -                38,033          -                

Administrative Overhead 292,182        24,349          24,349          24,349          24,349          24,349          24,349          24,349          24,349          24,349          24,349          24,349          24,349          

Depreciation 25,000          2,083            2,083            2,083            2,083            2,083            2,083            2,083            2,083            2,083            2,083            2,083            2,083            

TOTAL EXPENDITURES 2,982,032     235,825        235,825        273,858        235,825        235,825        273,858        235,825        235,825        273,858        235,825        235,825        252,966        20,892          

NET INCOME 10,314          (212,491)       181,769        (41,039)         (15,361)         (15,361)         (41,039)         25,074          (151,228)       106,809        (3,380)           (15,361)         (74,861)         286,784        

ANNUAL CHANGE IN CASH

Net Income 10,314          (212,491)       181,769        (41,039)         (15,361)         (15,361)         (41,039)         25,074          (151,228)       106,809        (3,380)           (15,361)         211,923        
(Increase) Decrease in Accounts Receivable (13,548)         147,064        147,064        -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (307,677)       
Increase in Accounts Payable 253               (6,880)           (6,880)           (6,880)           -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                20,892          
Depreciation & Amortization 25,000          2,083               2,083               2,083               2,083               2,083               2,083               2,083               2,083               2,083               2,083               2,083               -                

(2,981)           (72,307)         321,954        (47,919)         (15,361)         (15,361)         (41,039)         25,074          (151,228)       106,809        (3,380)           (15,361)         (74,861)         

Investing Activity

Capital Expenditures (25,000)         (10,000)         -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (20,000)         
Total Investing Activity (25,000)         (10,000)         -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                -                (20,000)         

Total (27,981)         (82,307)         321,954        (47,919)         (15,361)         (15,361)         (41,039)         25,074          (151,228)       106,809        (3,380)           (15,361)         (94,861)         
Beginning Cash 570,599        570,599        488,292        810,246        762,327        746,966        731,605        690,566        715,640        564,412        671,221        667,841        652,480        

ENDING CASH 542,618        488,292        810,246        762,327        746,966        731,605        690,566        715,640        564,412        671,221        667,841        652,480        557,618        
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Welcome to your Gateway Community! 
 
Dear Students and Families,  
 
Middle school is an important time in the lives of young adolescents, as they make critical and 
complex life choices and form attitudes, values, and habits that will guide them on their path to 
academic achievement.  Choosing Gateway as your middle school means that you have made a choice 
to accept and respect our values, policies, and expectations.  The purpose of this handbook is to 
ensure that our values, policies and expectations are clear to all.  Many of the provisions in this 
handbook are required under state or federal regulations.  Unfortunately, the sheer volume and 
character of some of the provisions may give the impression of an overly formal school system 
rather than a friendly and personal one.  Therefore, in sharing this handbook, we would like you 
to understand that we seek to cultivate an active partnership with you and your family.  The 
information contained here is to enrich this partnership through the understanding of 
expectations.  What is more important than these written provisions, however, is maintaining open 
communication with you on issues affecting the progress and growth of students.  Please let us 
know if you if you have questions.  This Gateway education is yours.  Make it matter. 

  
Commitment to Educational Partnership 

 
At Gateway, we believe that parents and guardians play a vital role in the education of their 
children.  We expect parents and guardians to help and encourage their students to adhere to 
the values and policies set out in this handbook, to monitor their academic progress, and to work 
cooperatively with teachers and administrators to resolve any problems that may arise.  We 
encourage parents and guardians to become partners in our school community and, especially, to 
visit us at school. 
 
All students and parents/guardians must sign the attached agreement at the 
end of this handbook, stating their commitment to adhering to the values, policies, and 
expectations outlined in this handbook.  Signing and returning the last page of this 
handbook ensures that each student will successfully begin their Gateway career.  
Obviously, this is an extremely large document but we want to assure that you are informed 
about policies and procedures.  Students will be given a condensed Code of Conduct 
packet to carry with them in their binders at school. 

 
This agreement must be signed by each student and parent/guardian and returned 

to GMS. 
__________________________________________________________________ 
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Gateway Calendar 2014-2015 
 
Monday, August 18, 2014 First Day of School 
Wednesday, August 27 GMS Back-to-School Night  
 
Monday, September 1 Labor Day, school closed 
Wednesday, September 3 Picture Day 
Sept. 11-13 Seventh Grade Outdoor Education Trip to Marin Headlands 
 
Wednesday, October 15 End of First Quarter 
Thursday, October 16 Gateway Luncheon and Professional Development, school 

closed 
Friday, October 17 Indigenous Peoples' Day Observed, school closed 
October 20-24 Family-Teacher Conferences (Early Dismissal at 1:30pm) 
 
Monday, November 10 Professional Development, school closed 
Tuesday, November 11 Veterans’ Day, school closed 
November 26-28 Thanksgiving Break, school closed 
 
December 15-19 First Semester Finals Week 
Friday, December 19 End of Second Quarter and First Semester 
December 22-January 5 Winter Break, school closed 
 
Monday, January 5, 2015 Professional Development Day, school closed 
Tuesday, January 6 Full day of classes, school resumes for second semester 
Monday, January 19 Martin Luther King Jr. Day, school closed 
 
Feb. 16-17 Sixth Grade Outdoor Education Trip to Marin Headlands 
Thursday, February 19 Lunar New Year Observed, school closed 
Friday, February 20 Presidents' Day, school closed 
 
Friday, March 13 End of Third Quarter 
Monday, March 16 Professional Development Day, school closed 
March 30-April 3 Spring Break, school closed 
 
April 13-May 1 SBAC State Testing Window 
April 15-17 Student-Led Family Conferences (Early Dismissal at 1:30pm) 
Monday, April 27 Professional Development Day, school closed 
 
Monday, May 25 Memorial Day, school closed 
May 26-29 Second Semester Finals Week 
Thursday, May 28 Eighth Grade Promotion Ceremony 
Friday, May 29 End of Second Semester; Last Day of School  
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GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
STAFF 

Administration 
 
Aaron Watson      Chad Slife     
Principal      Assistant Principal 
awatson@gatewaymiddle.org    cslife@gatewaymiddle.org    
 
Cassandra Dougherty 
Learning Center Director 
cdougherty@gatewaymiddle.org 
 
 

Office and Student Support 
 
Lupe Alvarez      Ken Angelo 
Office Manager      School and Mental Health Counselor 
lalvarez@gatewaymiddle.org    kangelo@gatewaymiddle.org 
 
 
Teachers and Support Staff 
 
Aimee Alsterda   7th Humanities and Learning Seminar
 aalsterda@gatewaymiddle.org 
Therese Arsenault  6th Math and Science  
 tarsenault@gatewaymiddle.org 
Genevieve Baluyot  Instructional Aid   
 gbaluyot@gatewaymiddle.org 
Shanisee Baker   8th Math and Science  
 sbaker@gatewaymiddle.org 
Kathryn Berkman  7th Math and Science   kberkman@gatewaymiddle.org 
Angelica Cadden  Exploratory and Heritage Spanish 
 acadden@gatewaymiddle.org 
Felix Chinchilla   7th Math and Science  
 fchinchilla@gatewaymiddle.org  
Elizabeth Colen   8th Humanities and Learning Seminar
 ecolen@gatewaymiddle.org 
Kirsty Gipson   7th Humanities and Learning Seminar
 kgipson@gatewaymiddle.org 
Mary Glassanos   Librarian   
 mglassanos@gatewaymiddle.org 
Suzanne Herko   6th Humanities and Learning Seminar
 sherko@gatewaymiddle.org 
Melissa Higgins   Learning Specialist  
 mhiggins@gatewaymiddle.org 
Lucy Hilarides   8th Humanities and Learning Seminar
 lhilarides@gatewaymiddle.org 
Racquel Huerta   Learning Specialist  
 rhuerta@gatewaymiddle.org 
Sam Kary   6th Humanities and Learning Seminar skary@gatewaymiddle.org 
Tommy Killen   Physical Education/Athletic Director tkillen@gatewaymiddle.org 
Dan Lau   Instructional Aid   
 dlau@gatewaymiddle.org 
Andrea Lee   6th Math and Science   alee@gatewaymiddle.org 
Jessie Martinez   6th Math and Science/Student Support
 jmartinez@gatewaymiddle.org 
Aliah Miller   YMCA/GMS After School Director  amiller@ymcasf.net 
Jonathan Mora   Physical Education Assistant 
 jmora@gatewaymiddle.org 
Larry Nguyen   Learning and Literacy Specialist 
 lnguyen@gatewaymiddle.org 
Emily Peek   7th Humanities and Learning Seminar epeek@gatewaymiddle.org 
Abby Poats   8th Math and Science   apoats@gatewaymiddle.org 
Vessna Scheff   Visual and Performing Arts 
 vscheff@gatewaymiddle.org 
D’Mitri Starks   Instructional Aid   
 dstarks@gatewaymiddle.org 
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Gateway Middle School 

Mission Statement 
 

“Measuring success one student at a time.” 
 
Gateway Middle School supports and challenges all students to discover their unique potential, 
actively participate in their community, and develop skills and habits to achieve excellence in high 
school and college. 
 

Gateway Core Values 
Community 

Respect 
Responsibility 

Excellence 

Middle School Philosophy 
 

Gateway Middle School subscribes to a philosophy that the unique needs of students in grades six 
through eight are best met in a school setting that provides student-centered programs and 
recognizes that the students of this age are undergoing greater physiological, psychological and 
social reorientation than at any other period in their lives.  The overall purpose of the middle 
school should be to meet the needs that emerge in this transitional period.  The middle school 
program should provide a supportive and flexible environment so students will have opportunities 
to develop basic skills and explore a variety of learning experiences while making the transition 
from elementary to high school. 
 
In keeping with this philosophy, the middle school will establish and provide: 

• a core curriculum of humanities (language arts and social studies), math, science, and 
physical education. 

• knowledgeable educators who are committed to creating exploratory programs and 
activities in all areas of the curriculum to help students discover and extend their 
interests and abilities. 

• an advisory and learning seminar program. 
• a supportive environment for the physical and social development of every student. 
• a gradual transition in programs from the self-contained classrooms of elementary 

school to the departmentalized structure of secondary school. 
• an intramural and activity-oriented program to accommodate the needs of the early 

adolescent. 
• a positive climate that fosters self-esteem, self-discipline, and student responsibility. 
• close contact and communication between parents and school. 

 
These goals are reached when: 
• The student assumes responsibility to attend school regularly, maintain a positive 

attitude, and make an effort to fulfill academic requirements. 
• Parents are supportive of the school and encourage the student in his/her learning. 
• Teachers strive for an optimum, professional approach to meet the individual needs of 

each student. 
 

When these responsibilities are met, maximum learning will be achieved. 
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ATTENDANCE 
 
To succeed at Gateway Middle School, students must be present.  Students who miss excessive 
amounts of school do not perform as well as those who attend every day.  Therefore, students are 
to come to school 100% of the time classes are in session unless they are so sick that they cannot 
function academically.  Attendance and punctuality are important elements of the educational 
process for all students.  
 
Student absences must be cleared within 48 hours.  If a child is to be out, the parent or legal 
guardian must call the school’s main office before 9:00 a.m. and explain the reason for the 
absence.  The main office phone number is (415) 922-1001. 
 
Upon returning to school, students must also submit a written excuse to the main office.  In the 
case of extended illness over two days, students are required to submit a physician’s note upon 
returning to school.  Absences due to family vacations and trips are not excused and are subject 
to tardy and truancy policies.  Please schedule these excursions during school scheduled breaks 
and holidays. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excused Absences 
Absences for the following reasons shall be considered excused: 
1.   Student participation in school sponsored activities, i.e. field trips, athletic contests as 
members of a  
school sponsored team, or other school related activities when attendance is required. 
2.   Absences will be excused for the following reasons: 

a. Personal illness of the student.  After extended illness, parent or guardian contact will 
be necessary; the student will be authorized for continuing enrollment only when a 
written medical excuse from a physician is submitted.  When excess absences (five or more) 
are due to conditions documented by a health professional, the student will have the 
opportunity to earn credit through cooperation with the instructor or homebound tutor. 

b. Medical, dental, or legal appointments when such appointments cannot be scheduled other 
than during school hours. 

c. Death in the family. 
d. Observation of a religious holiday. 
e. Emergency conditions in the student’s home, which require special help from the student. 

However, regular use of this excuse or request for absence for an extended period (five 
or more days) should be referred for evaluation and administrative approval. 

f. Other approved pre-arranged absences.  School administration will use professional 
judgment in making a determination, based on the written request for the pre-arranged 
absence and 48 hours notice is required.  Factors such as the educational value of the 
proposed experience and the impact of the absence on the student’s educational progress 
shall be given consideration in determining whether a pre-arranged absence shall be 
approved or disapproved.  Students should avoid pre-arranged absences during tests or 
semester examinations (including CSTs, etc.) 

 
Work missed during excused absences must be made up.  The student must talk with their teacher 
to get their work and determine appropriate time to make-up all missed assignments. 
 
Medical, Dental or Special Appointments 
All appointments with doctors, dentists, etc., should be made during hours which do not infringe 
upon school time.  If circumstances should necessitate appointments during school hours, the 
student is to present a note from his/her parent/guardian requesting that the student be 
dismissed from school for the appointment.  The time of the appointment, name of doctor and phone 
number is to be clearly stated.  This note is to be presented to the attendance office by 8:15 a.m. 
on the day of the appointment or the student may be asked to cancel the appointment.  When a 
student returns to school after an appointment, he/she must present a note from the 
doctor, dentist, etc.  Most medical offices have a special form for this purpose.  This note is to 

EXCUSED ABSENCES/TARDY: 
• Illness/Injury/Quarantine 
• Medical/Dental Appointments 
• Court Appearance 
• Employment Appointment 
• Religious Observances 
• Funeral 
• Family Emergencies (reviewed 

case by case by Assistant 
Principal) 

WRITTEN EXCUSED NOTES 
MUST INCLUDE: 
• Student’s full first and last 

name 
• Reason for Absence 
• Date of Absence 
• Date of Note 
• Parent/Guardian Signature 
• Contact Phone Number 
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be presented to the Attendance Office as soon as the student returns to school.  The student is 
responsible for any work missed during this time. 
 
Leaving Campus 
In order to leave campus for any reason, students must have a verified parent/guardian approval 
via a note or phone call prior to checking out from school.  The student must check out and back in 
through the main office.  Students who do not follow this procedure will be considered 
unexcused (truant) in all classes missed and will be subject to disciplinary action.  See Tardy and 
Truancy Policy in this handbook. 
 
Unexcused Absences 
Absences shall be considered unexcused if they do not meet the excused absence guideline.  A 
student whose absence is not excused may be cited for truancy and shall be subject to the truancy 
process as defined by administrative regulation. 
 
Tardy 
Students must have a valid excuse to excuse a tardy.  Carpool issues, traffic, oversleeping, 
and/or late/missed bus DO NOT qualify as valid excuses.  Students who are tardy during 
the first five minutes of school go directly to their first class.  Students who are more than 
five minutes tardy must sign in with the main office and receive a tardy slip.  Tardiness is very 
disruptive to class and students with excessive tardiness may be subject to disciplinary action.  
Students who are tardy more than 30 minutes may be subject to the California Department of 
Education Truancy Policy. 
 
Students who reach more than three unexcused tardies per quarter will serve a detention and may 
be responsible for lunch and/or recess clean-up duty.  If a student is to be excused for a tardy, 
the parent or legal guardian must call the school’s main office before 9:00 a.m. and explain the 
reason for the tardy.  The main office phone number is (415) 922-1001.  Rather than a phone call, 
the parent or legal guardian may submit a written excuse to the main office with their child upon 
the child’s arrival to school.  All excused tardies must adhere to the same guidelines as excused 
absences. 
 

Students with excessive absences and tardiness will be required to have a 
parent/guardian conference with the Principal or Assistant Principal regarding the 

Tardy and Truancy Policy 
 on the following page. 
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Tardy and Truancy Policy 
 

Punctuality is a classroom issue.  Teachers are responsible for controlling tardiness through the 
first, second, and third tardy within a quarter.  The fourth tardy becomes a truancy issue.  
Students in the hallways without a pass or who are on campus without a note/admit slip are 
considered absent and subject to the below policy.  For example, a student who is on campus, but 
not in the appropriate classroom or location will be considered tardy/absent from class.  These 
situations can lead to truancy.  If a student cuts class, they are considered truant.  If a student 
becomes habitually tardy, they are also considered truant.   

• First Truancy (third unexcused tardy/absence) – Truancy Notice One sent home (warning) 
• Second Truancy (sixth unexcused tardy/absence) – Truancy Notice Two sent home (request 

for attendance meeting with parent/guardian at school) 
• Third Truancy (more than six unexcused tardies/absences) – Additional unexcused 

absences/tardies will result in a referral to the San Francisco District Attorney’s office 
for a meeting and possible prosecution. 

 
Please see the following Frequently Asked Questions for further Attendance 
Policies. 

 

Attendance FAQ’s for Gateway Middle School  
 
1.  What do I have to do if my child is going to be absent from school? 
Please call the main office at (415) 922-1001.  You must leave your child’s name, the reason for 
the absence, the date of the absence, and your name to verify that it was a parent/guardian that is 
verifying the absence.  Or, you may send a note upon your child’s return to school. 
 
2.  What does it mean to “verify” my child’s absence? 
When a student is absent, parents and guardians are required to call/send a note to the main 
office in order to validate the reason for the child’s absence.  We call this process absence 
verification. 
 
3.  What happens after I have called in my child’s absence? 
The attendance clerk will then proceed to mark your child’s attendance record with an “Excused” 
or “Unexcused” absence according to the Education Code. 
 
4.  What happens if I forget to call my child’s absence on the day of his/her absence? 
You may call to verify your child’s absence up to five (5) business days after your child has been 
absent.  Absences that are not verified within the time allowed will be considered unexcused 
absences.  After our attendance month accounting cycle closes, unexcused absences due to no-
verification cannot be overwritten or changed. 
 
5.  What is considered an Excused Absence? 
By law [Education Code  § 48205], excused absences are: illness (fever of 100° or more, your child 
must be fever free for 24 hours before returning to school), persistent runny nose with yellow-
green mucous discharge, rashes (unless there is a note from your physician stating that your child 
is not contagious), vomiting (if your child is sent home vomiting, he/she needs to be vomit free for 
24 hours before returning to school), diarrhea (if your child is sent home from school with 
diarrhea, he/she needs to be diarrhea free for 24 hours before returning to school), 
medical/dental appointments (doctor’s note required for verification), death in the family, specific 
religious reasons, required appearance in court, and exclusion from school for contagious 
disease. 
 
6.  How many excused absences can my child have in one school year? 
While we know students do become ill and are unable to attend school, the average number of 
days missed due to illness is three (3) per school year. 
 
7.  What if my child’s absences do not fall under any of the Excused Absences 

categories? 
State law [EC § 48260-48273] is very specific about these types of absences.  A student who is 
absent from school without a valid excuse will be marked “unexcused” for the day.  These types of 
absences are also called “truancies”. 
 
8.  I thought “truancy” indicated that a child skipped/ditched school.  Why would my 

child be considered “truant” if I have called to verify the absence? 
In accordance with Education Code of the State of California [EC § 48260-48273], any pupil who is 
absent from school for three (3) days or more without a valid excuse, or tardy in excess of 30 
minutes or more (tardies are only excused with a parent/guardian note for illness, doctor/dental 
note for appointments) is “truant”. 
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9.  What about coming in late (tardy) or leaving early for an appointment? 
According to State Law [EC § 48260-48273] a student that is absent from school in excess of 30 
minutes during a school day is also considered “truant”.  Compulsory Education Law, therefore, 
requires a student to attend a full day every day. 
 
10.  What is the process for a child with more than three (3) unexcused 

absences/tardies? 
You will receive a letter from the school upon the third (3rd) and then consequently upon the sixth 
(6th) absence/truancy.  One the second letter (6th absence/truancy), you will be asked to attend an 
attendance meeting at school.  Additional unexcused absences/tardies will result in a referral to 
the San Francisco District Attorney’s office for a meeting and possible prosecution. 
 
11.  What can I do if my child needs to be out of school for a length of time? 
We do not excuse family trips or vacations that occur during school days.  Please schedule these 
excursions during school scheduled breaks and holidays.  If the trip is educational, please speak 
to school administration. 
 
12.  Why is attendance such a big issue? 
Regular attendance is vital to a student’s success in school.  The student who is frequently 
absent misses social interaction and direct instruction from his/her teachers even though written 
work can be made up.  Any day or hour absent is a missed learning opportunity.  Attendance is a key 
predictor of dropouts.  Also, schools lose funding for each absence, regardless of the reason; 
including illness or excused absences. 
 
13.  I thought schools got “paid” when kids are out ill or excused? 
Schools do NOT receive funding even if the absence is excused.  This law went into effect in 1998.  
Any absence is a loss of revenue as well as instructional opportunities. 
 
14.  How much revenue is really lost due to attendance? 
The State of California funds attendance, not absences.  That is why schools in California are 
funded on Average Daily Attendance (ADA).  ADA is the primary funding source for all schools in 
California. 
 
15.  What about homework, is my child is absent can I request homework to be sent 

home? 
Students are given the opportunity to makeup schoolwork missed due to illness or a valid excused 
absence upon their return.  As a general policy, a student is allowed one (1) day to complete 
makeup work for each day of excused absences from school.  This year many teachers are posting 
work to their teacher websites so there is the opportunity to get the work there and turn it in per 
policy. 
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ACADEMIC POLICIES 

Homework 
The purpose of homework at Gateway is to provide reinforcement of material from class, to 
accelerate learning outside of class, and to prepare you for the next lesson.  Homework is one 
of many assessments that Gateway teachers design and use to measure student learning.  You are 
expected to complete homework assignments regularly and to the best of your ability.  Homework 
effort and quality of homework are components of your grades in all academic courses. 
 
Make sure that you understand each teacher's expectations regarding homework at the beginning 
of the year.  For example, it is often the case that students seek to work together on homework.  
In general, Gateway encourages students to work in collaboration; however, you should be 
careful to follow teachers' instructions, especially on homework that will be graded.  You 
should also ask your teachers about their policies for making up assignments and exams. 
 
You should expect to spend at least one hour a night completing your homework in the sixth 
grade in addition to reading a novel (fiction or nonfiction) at least 30 minutes every day.  
Seventh grade should expect 70 minutes of homework and eighth grade should expect 80 minutes 
of homework per night. 
 
Being absent from school does not excuse you from completing your homework or 
from turning in assignments that are due on that day.  It is your responsibility to make 
sure that you have a "homework buddy" in each class whom you can call to get assignments.  You 
should also speak with each of your teachers on the day of your return in order to receive all 
make-up work (the absence must be excused).  Your teachers will also make clear at the 
beginning of each semester their expectations for turning in work on the date it is due even if 
you are absent that day. 
 
Students who repeatedly fail to do their homework may be required to attend mandatory after 
school study sessions. We also may set up parent/guardian conferences in these cases. 

Make-up Work 
Students who are absent from school for legitimate, excused reasons will be given reasonable 
time and opportunity to make-up missed assignments.  It is essential that the students communicate 
with advisors and teachers to arrange a plan for completing assignments – ultimately, it is the 
student’s responsibility to do so.  In the event of a serious disciplinary case resulting in 
suspension, the school is not required to give credit for assignments due and completed during 
the suspension.  At Gateway, we expect you to complete assignments during a suspension 
regardless of whether or not credit is given.   

Materials 
Please be aware that Gateway students and their families are liable for the costs of replacing 
any books, technology tools, uniforms for sports or any other resource issued to the student by 
the school and damaged or not returned, as stated in California Education Code Section 48904.  If 
you damage or lose Gateway texts or materials and do not pay for the replacement costs, you will 
not receive your report card until you pay and you may lose your opportunity to attend Gateway. 
 

Monitoring Student Academic Progress 
Our school provides 24/7 online access to student grades, assignments, and other information 
through a web-based program called PowerSchool.  Each student family will be provided a free 
username and password to access the program at their leisure at 
https://gateway.powerschool.com/public/home.html 
 
Family-Teacher Conferences – Our school hosts one school-wide family-teacher conference 
session for students after the first quarter where families and teachers meet face-to-face and 
talk about student progress.  Additional conferences are held on an individual needs basis and 
are scheduled by the teacher in collaboration with the family. 
 
Student-Led Family Conferences – Our school hosts one student-led family conference 
session in the spring hosted by the students for their families to share their personal progress 
and showcase their academic work and accomplishments over the course of their middle school 
career. 

Assessments and Grades 
In order to improve, students need constructive and frequent feedback about their performance.  
Gateway teachers are committed to providing multiple forms of assessment, to reviewing student 
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work thoroughly, and to responding to work verbally and/or in writing so that students 
understand how to improve.  All teachers make themselves available to give students extra help 
or more explanation at least once a week.  Teachers will post the times that they will be 
available and the locations regularly.  It is a student’s responsibility to check these postings 
and to seek extra help if needed.  Students may be required to attend afternoon tutoring or 
review sessions if they are having academic difficulties. 
 
Recognizing that every student learns differently, Gateway issues grade reports at each marking 
period that show the assessment not only of students’ mastery of course content (e.g. quality of 
homework, written expression, performance on tests and projects, evidence of critical thinking), 
but also students’ mastery of the learning process (Process of Learning) which includes 
homework effort, in-class work habits, class participation and behavior.  In addition, students who 
are receiving an I (Incomplete) or an NC (No Credit) will have a progress report sent home at the 
mid-quarter point of the marking period.  Gateway grade reports also include teacher comments at 
the end of the first and third quarters that provide students and their families with a detailed 
account of the student’s individual strengths and areas for improvement. 
 
Gateway teachers retain certain flexibility in their grading.  For example, teachers take into 
consideration not only the final product (e.g. the paper, test, lab report); in addition, they take 
into account improvements students have shown and skills students have demonstrated.  In other 
words, Gateway teachers assess both how much students learn and how well students learn. 
 
Report Cards – Families receive report cards at the end of each quarter (four quarters each 
school year). 
 
Grade Point Average (GPA) – The total number of points divided by the number of counted 
classes equals the GPA.  If a student falls below 70% (C) in a class, the student will receive an I 
(Incomplete) as their grade until the work missed or failed is completed before the end of the 
semester.  If the student has failed to show progress and/or their grade is still below 70%, the 
student will earn an NC (No Credit) as their final report card grade for the semester. 
 
The point system is as follows: 
A = 4.0  B = 3.0   C = 2.0   Incomplete/No Credit = 0 
 
Grading Scale: 
A = 100-90% B=89-80% C=79-70% Incomplete/No Credit = Below 70% 
 
Students who achieve a grade point average (GPA) of 3.30-3.70 at the end of each semester will be 
part of the Honor Roll.  Students who achieve a GPA of above 3.70 at the end of each semester 
will be part of the Principal’s Honor Roll. 
 
 
 
Testing – Our teachers use a variety of assessments from quizzes, testing, projects, portfolios, 
and homework to ensure students are reaching academic goals.  In addition, the state requires all 
students in sixth through eighth grades take the California Standards Test (CST) in April/May as 
part of STAR Testing and seventh grade take the California Writing Standards Test in March. 

Promotion Policy 
Progressing to the next grade level is earned through academic achievement.  At Gateway Middle 
School, students are not socially promoted.  Promotion at the end of each grade is determined by 
student performance and progress based on a variety of assessments, including: 

• Class-based tests and projects assessing course standards and expectations. 
• Standardized pre- and post-assessments of skills in reading and math.  
• Process of Learning assessments focused on habits to support one’s learning. 
• Quarterly report cards that record students’ progress on core academic skills and our 

Process of Learning skills and habits.   
 
If a student ends a semester with an NC in any course, a meeting will convene with the student, 
the family of the student, administration, and teachers (if available) to discuss interventions and 
possible need for retention.  Students who struggle academically will be referred to the Student 
Success Team to create an alternative plan that applies to the student’s needs.  Families will be 
asked to attend planning meetings and the student plan will be shared with parents and guardians. 
 
Alternative criteria may include, but is not limited to, the following: 
• Meet goals established in Special Education Individualized Education Plan 
• Meet goals established in English Language Learner Plan 
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SUPPORT AND RESOURCES 
 
At Gateway, we expect much of our students and with this, provide significant support in helping 
students reach their goals.  We provide many services that support students’ academic and 
personal success.  Each of these services is described in more detail below. 

The Learning Center 
The Learning Center assists students in developing, enhancing, and refining the academic and 
cognitive skills, habits, and processes necessary for success during middle school, high school, 
and beyond.  Learning Center services will help students become aware of their unique learning 
strengths, as well as to identify areas where improvement is needed.  In addition, Learning 
Center services will teach students to utilize the wide variety of resources available to help 
reach their learning potential.  Finally, students will learn how to advocate effectively and 
appropriately for themselves in academic and other situations to assure that they acquire what 
they need to be a lifelong learner. 
 
The Learning Center is available to all students.  All students will have access to the 
following resources: 

ü Assistive materials (such as word processors, electronic dictionaries, etc.) checked out on 
an as- 
needed and as-available basis 

ü Books-on-tape resource library 
ü Assistive computer software 
ü Meeting with Learning Center staff to discuss student’s learning profile and academic 

progress 
ü Extra academic help (by prior arrangement) 
ü After school tutoring and quiet study 

  
Students may check out all Learning Center materials before or after school with 
appropriate student identification.  Parents and guardians are welcome to call or make an 
appointment to visit the Learning Center to explore and utilize resources.  In addition, 
students who have IEPs (Individual Education Programs) are entitled to the services 
prescribed in their current IEPs.  Special education services are coordinated by Gateway's 
Learning Specialists.  If students or parents/guardians have any questions about the special 
education services to which they are entitled, please call the assigned Learning Specialist. 

Advisory 
As a Gateway student, students have a faculty advisor with whom they meet with regularly at 
specified times and informally throughout the year.  The role of the advisor is to provide support 
to the student, academically and personally.  Advisors meet with their groups every day to check 
in with students, respond to issues and concerns, do activities, and provide academic guidance as 
appropriate.  Advisors communicate regularly with teachers to monitor student progress and to 
help students succeed.  Regular communication among students, advisors, teachers, and parents 
and guardians is important as it allows Gateway to support students and help students be 
successful. 
 
From time to time, advisors may contact parents and guardians to check-in.  Parents and guardians 
may also contact advisors if they have questions about a student’s overall progress and well-
being.  Parents should direct questions/concerns related to a specific class to the 
teacher of that class. 
 
 

STUDENT TECHNOLOGY POLICIES 
 

Cell Phone Use and Electronic Devices in School 
Gateway STRONGLY encourages students to NOT bring cell phones, iPods, CD or MP3 players, and 
other electronic devices to school.  If students bring any of these items, students must keep 
them in their pockets AND turned off during school hours as many are stolen from 
backpacks throughout the year.   
 
If a parent or guardian needs to contact a student during school hours, please call 
the main office and NOT a student’s cell phone.  If a student needs to phone a 
parent/guardian or relative, he or she must come to the main office to make the call.  If using a 
device to listen to audio at any time, earphones must be worn.  Students may not use their portable 
electronic devices during breaks and passing periods, ONLY before and after school.  



 

GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL CHARTER RENEWAL PETITION 2015-2020 APPENDIX L 13 

 
Taking pictures, videos, or recordings of teachers without their knowledge is a violation of our 
electronic use policy. The transmission and display/sharing of inappropriate images is subject to 
disciplinary and legal action. 
 
Students must have permission from all parties involved (teachers and students) before a 
recording device is to be used.  Students are strictly prohibited from using GMS’s name, initials, 
logos, pictures, or representations of the faculty, staff, students, or other individuals that, in 
the determination of the school administration, are degrading, lewd, threatening or inappropriate.  
Students are to use technology resources in ways that promote rather than degrade the school 
community or any individual member or group within the school community.  Deliberate publication 
or postings of inappropriate material will result in serious disciplinary action up to and including 
dismissal from the school. 
 
If a student cell phone is seen or heard or if it is used on campus during school hours without 
staff permission, the student may be asked to give it to a faculty member immediately upon request.  
In the occasion that a student violates our technology policy, the following steps will occur: 
 
• First offense: Cell phone/electronic device is confiscated for the day and returned to 

student after school.  Parent/guardian may be notified as a warning to the student. 
• Second offense: Cell phone/electronic device is confiscated and turned into the office.  

Parent/ guardian may pick up at the end of the school day.  Student may serve detention. 
• Third offense: Cell phone/electronic device is confiscated and turned into the office.  

Consequences given at administrative discretion. 
 

Student Internet and Computer Use 
The use of technological resources at Gateway Middle is an integral part of our program, and 
students are encouraged to learn to use and then take advantage of the tools that are available 
both in class and in the Learning Center.  As you might expect, along with access to these tools 
comes the responsibility to use them carefully and appropriately.  Students and 
parents/guardians must sign an "Acceptable Use Policy" or AUP before students are 
permitted to have access to technology at Gateway, and of course, students will have to abide by 
the policies laid out in that agreement.  Please note that Gateway students and their 
families are liable for the costs of replacing all technological tools, or any other 
resources used by or issued to the student by Gateway and damaged or not returned. 
 
Please be aware that student email communication and Internet access are not private 
communications; Gateway reserves the right to access student electronic files at any time.  All 
Gateway resources are to be used for school related purposes.  For example, students are not 
allowed to use computers to play games or enter chat rooms.  If students violate these rules, 
they will lose their computer privileges. 
 

School Phone Use 
Students at Gateway Middle are permitted to use school phones, with teacher permission, in 

situations that stem from health and safety issues, emergencies, or when students need to contact 

parents for an after school activity.  Students and their parents/guardians must arrange pick-up 

times in advance of school and should not come to expect a daily phone call from their child.  In 

addition, parents/guardians should not rely on Gateway staff to relay messages to their children 

during school hours except in emergency cases. 
 
 

SAFETY AND SECURITY OPERATIONS 
 

Gateway is committed to protecting our students’ right to attend a safe and secure school.  As such, 

students are never allowed to admit anyone to the school premises except for a teacher, staff 

member or fellow student unless a staff member is present and gives permission. 

 

Gateway students will not engage in intentional or careless behavior such as propping doors, 

allowing visitors into the building without specific permission, interacting inappropriately with 

the local community, staff or students with whom we share our facilities, tampering with locks, 

fire alarms or other safety devices or going beyond the established campus and neighborhood 
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boundaries.  Gateway students will not cause or attempt to cause damage to campus or private 

property in any manner including tagging.  We have worked hard to provide a building that allows 

us to support a strong educational program for you.  It is your responsibility to help see that it 

reflects the best of us.   

School Hours of Operation 
Gateway Middle School is open from 7:45 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  School dismissal 
is at 3:30 p.m. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursday, and Fridays, and until 2:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, unless 
otherwise noted by a minimum day schedule.  The YMCA/Gateway After School Program runs daily 
from 3:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Students must be enrolled in the after school program in order to 
participate. 
 
At 6:00 p.m. students enrolled in the YMCA/GMS after school program must either leave the 
building or wait for their ride on Golden Gate Avenue so that supervising staff are able to check 
in with them and are aware of the location of students at this time.  Exceptions to this include 
evening events held at Gateway and student athletes returning from practice or games. 

Arrival Before School and Dismissal After School School 
All pick-up and drop-off of students will happen on Golden Gate Avenue, at the front of the 
school building along the white curb zone.  We will have Gateway Middle staff and parent 
volunteers supervising the sidewalk and entrance at the beginning of the school day and during 
after school dismissal to ensure student safety. Please do not leave a car unattended 
during pick-up and drop-off times – the vehicle may be subject to a citation or towing. 

Boundaries 
Gateway Middle School shares the school campus with Creative Arts Charter School, along with 

shared use of the cafeteria – students should not be found in any other areas of the campus 

unless supervised by Gateway staff.  We also share this historic neighborhood with merchants and 

residents, many of whom have called this area home for decades.  It is essential that we join this 

community cooperatively, respectfully and in adherence to the following specific guidelines: 

Campus: On campus, Gateway students: 
• Before 8:15 a.m. must enter through yard gate on Golden Gate Avenue. 
• After 8:15 a.m. must enter and exit through the pedestrian gate on Golden Gate Avenue.  
• May not enter the cafeteria, library, or classrooms unless supervised by Gateway staff. 

Neighborhood:  We expect all Gateway students to be respectful of local merchants and 
neighbors while coming to and from school and while waiting for MUNI.  It is also essential that 
Gateway students make safe and prudent choices in the neighborhood, particularly after dark.  

Students Accessing and Departing Campus 
Attending school every day is essential to student success.  Once students arrive, students may 
not leave campus prior to the end of the school day without parent/guardian permission.  To 
ensure we know where the child is during school hours, students are asked to check out through 
the office and exit through the main pedestrian gate on Golden Gate Avenue.  See Attendance 
section for further explanation.  

School-Provided Transportation 
Gateway Middle School does not provide transportation to and from school, unless plans are made 
for field trips.  Students and their families are responsible for their own transportation.   

Student and Family-Provided Transportation 
Families are welcome to transport their children to school.  We ask that the entrance and exiting 
paths be followed to ensure a smooth flow of traffic during peak times.   
 
Students are welcome to walk or bike to school.  Once they arrive at school, bikes should be 
locked in designated racks.  If students are planning to bike to school, make sure they have an 
adequate locking device and remember that California law requires students under 18 years of 
age to wear a helmet.  Bikes may not be left in the office or hallways, or locked to fences during 
the school day.  We do not recommend riding skateboards or scooters to school as we do not have 
the space to store and secure them.  While you may use a skateboard, bicycle or scooter to get to 
and from school, due to insurance provisions students may not skateboard or use scooters 
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or bicycles on campus.  The school is not responsible for transportation devices that 
are lost or stolen.   
 
Many Gateway students ride MUNI to school.   If this is the case, we expect all students to 
act respectfully and responsibly at all times and to remain aware of those around them at all 
times. At no time is it acceptable to participate in verbal or physical conflicts with students from 
other schools or other individuals on the bus.  To do so is to risk serious disciplinary action.  At 
the end of the day, we advise students not to wait for MUNI alone.  When possible, students 
should walk to the bus stop with someone else.  Additionally, we advise students not to 
have cell phones or other musical devices visible when leaving the building.  If 
walking home, again we advise that students walk with a friend.  

Expected Hallway Behavior 
During the school day we expect students to act in a respectful manner in our hallways.  Running 
and screaming, wrestling, poking heads in and out of classrooms or any behavior that is not 
hallway appropriate will not be tolerated.  Students that are consistently contributing to a 
disruptive atmosphere will face consequences up to and including suspension and possible 
expulsion.  Outside behavior belongs OUTSIDE, not in the building. 

Hall Passes 
A hall pass is a necessity whenever a student is out of assigned classrooms.  Students without 
hall passes will be escorted to their current class and may be assigned a detention.  Students can 
move through the halls during class time only with a valid hall pass and permission from the 
teacher.  Teachers are encouraged not to issue hall passes the first ten minutes or last ten 
minutes of class. 

Food and Drink 
We all play a role in keeping our campus and facilities clean.  As such, we expect Gateway students 
to clean up after themselves.  Gateway students may eat and drink only in designated areas.  We 
expect gum to remain in mouths or in the garbage.  Teachers reserve the right to not allow 
gum to be chewed in their classroom.  Please put all trash in receptacles, recyclable items in the 
blue containers, and keep an eye out for composting being done.  Every quarter, all students and 
staff will participate in an school clean-up that will include cleaning desks and campus. 
 
This year lunch is available for purchase at reasonable prices each day from the cafeteria.  
Students may eat in designated areas when given permission by an adult.  At no time are food or 
drink allowed in the main office, learning center, or areas of campus used by CACS staff and 
students.    

After School Safety and Supervision 
Gateway has a very active after school program from 3:30-6:00 p.m.  Students staying after school 
are to be in a tutoring classroom or the Learning Center.  Students are expected to behave 
appropriately in the building during this time.  Students who are unable to act accordingly will be 
asked to leave the building and will face further consequences if the behavior continues.  
Students in the program are expected to remain in the after school classroom and are not 
permitted in the hallways or stairwells for they are not supervised spaces - students in these 
areas will be asked to enter a tutoring classroom or leave the building.  All Gateway behavioral 
expectations apply during our after school program.  

School Searches 
Gateway Middle School authorizes the Principal and Principal’s designee(s) to conduct searches of 
students and their belongings if the authorized school official has reasonable suspicion to 
believe that the search will result in evidence that the student violated the law or any of 
Gateway Middle’s rules.  In authorizing searches, Gateway Middle acknowledges both state and 
federal constitutional rights which are applicable to personal searches of students and searches 
of their possessions. 
 
An authorized school official may search a student or the student’s belongings based upon 
information received from a reliable informant.  Individuals, other than Gateway’s employees, will be 
considered reliable informants if they have previously supplied information that was accurate and 
verified, they make an admission against their own interest, they provide the same information that is 
received independently from other sources, or they appear to be credible and the information they 
are communicating relates to an immediate threat to safety.  Gateway employees will be considered 
reliable informants unless they are known to have previously supplied information that they knew 
was not accurate. 

 
Students may be subject to personal searches and searches of their possessions where reasonable 
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individualized suspicion exists to conduct such search.  Reasonable individualized suspicion to 
conduct a search of a student or a student’s possessions and the scope of the particular search shall 
be based upon, among other things, the student’s age, the prevalence and seriousness of the problem 
to which the search is directed, the urgency necessitating an immediate search, and the probative 
value and reliability of information used as justification for the search. 

 

Students have no reasonable expectation of privacy rights in school lockers, cubbies, desks, or other 

school storage places.  Gateway exercises overriding control over such school property, which may be 

opened and subjected to inspection at any time by school officials.  Gateway will provide notification 

to parents/families if a search has taken place as soon as is practicably reasonable. 

 
Lockers, Cubbies, and Desks: all remain the property of the school. The school is 
authorized to open lockers, cubbies, and desks to examine their contents, including personal 
belongings of students, when officials have reasonable cause to believe that the contents 
threaten the safety, health, or welfare of students or include suspected stolen property or 
items, which are specifically prohibited by law, Board Policy, or school regulations. 
 
Students are personally responsible for all contents of their lockers, cubbies, and desks. 
Administrators may impose disciplinary consequences for violation of locker, cubbie, and desk 
policies.  

Requirements for Student Activities Transportation 
The following rules apply to extra-curricular trips: 

• School administration must approve all school-related trips. 
• Travel is by bus or other administrative approved transportation. 
• Each bus must have at least one (1) school employee. 
• Students must ride on school transportation both ways.  The only exception is if the 

parent/legal guardian signs a release form at the activity to transport the student home. 

Visitors 
All visitors must enter and exit our school building through the Golden Gate Avenue 
gates and proceed to the main office.  As part of our effort to keep students safe, we 
require visitors – parents and guardians included – to check in at the office and obtain a visitor’s 
pass.  Visitors may also be required to show ID.  We welcome parent and guardian visitors, but ask 
that you schedule appointments with teachers or staff so classroom teaching will not be 
disrupted. 
To protect students and school property, our school has a “No Loitering/No Trespassing” policy. 
School administrators must have immediate knowledge of any unauthorized persons inside the 
building or on its grounds.  Visitors who are not authorized on campus are considered to be 
loitering and may be charged with trespassing.  Children who are not students enrolled in our 
school are not allowed on campus unless authorized by the Principal or designee.  Unauthorized 
visitors are trespassing. 
 

Fire Alarm 
Any time the fire alarm goes off (including regularly scheduled fire drills) students must obey the 

following procedures: 

• Listen for the fire alarm 

• Line up immediately, be silent, and follow adult directions 
• Walk silently to the designated exit and line up outside 

Lost, Stolen, or Confiscated Items 
Personal Property 
The best method for students to protect their personal property is to leave valuables at home. 
The school is not responsible for items lost or stolen. 
 
Confiscated Materials 
Items that may disrupt classroom instruction or our safe environment will be taken away.  
Confiscated electronic devices from a student will be returned to student or parent/guardian at 
administrative discretion.  Any weapons, drugs, alcohol, inappropriate material confiscated from a 
student will not be returned.  The school is not responsible for confiscated items that are lost 
or stolen. 
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DRESS CODE 
 

Gateway recognizes that clothing is one way to be who you are.  Certain clothing, however, can be 
inappropriate, distracting, and perhaps even offensive.  Such clothing detracts from the serious 
and purposeful learning environment we all hope to foster.  As a college preparatory school, 
we seek to prepare students for situations where appropriate dress is necessary, 
such as college or job interviews.  Consistent with the school’s mission, Gateway’s dress code 
requires students to dress in ways that are respectful of those around you and appropriate for 
our school community.   
 
Gateway students may NOT wear clothing 
that: 
*exposes their undergarments and/or torsos. 
*displays obscene, inappropriate words or 
images. 
*displays demeaning or offensive words or 
images. 
*suggests gang and/or hate group affiliation. 
*exposes the thigh more than three inches 
above   
  the knee, including miniskirts, micro-mini 
skirts,   
  and short shorts. 
*has holes or rips that are higher than three 
inches  
  above the knee. 
*sags, is not size appropriate, or considered 
baggy. 
*is considered too tight. 

Gateway students may NOT wear: 
*hoods, if asked to remove them by any adult   
  member of the community. 
*hats, beanies, visors, or other head attire 
indoors,   
  including holiday-inspired hats (unless 
informed  
  otherwise by Gateway Middle School) 
*rags, scarves, or bandanas of any kind on their  
  heads or hanging from their pockets. 
*sunglasses indoors. 
*pajama pants or house slippers. 
*jewelry containing gang related symbols. 
*body art including writing and drawings with 
ink. *excessive makeup, including false 
eyelashes. 

 
Other Dress Code Requirements: 
• Clothing advertising or promoting drugs, alcohol, tobacco, violent acts, lewd or sexual themes 

or are demeaning, degrading or offending are not allowed.  This includes any clothing promoting 
420. 

• Brief garments such as halter-tops, bare midriffs, tube tops, tank tops, spaghetti tops and 
plunging necklines cannot be worn at school. 

• Garments exposing cleavage are not school appropriate. 
• Belts are to be through the belt loops and not hanging. 
• All clothing must fit properly – not too baggy, not too tight. 
• Clothing or accessories including collars, bracelets, piercings and boots that include but not 
limited to:  
  spikes, hoops, gauges or other dangerous items are not allowed. 
• Spikes, nails, chains and safety pins on clothing are unsafe at school. 
• Any other attire deemed to be a disruption of the educational process or detrimental to the 

health and safety of students is not to be worn. 
 
Note: The school administration reserves the right to alter the dress code for special occasions 
or extracurricular activities.  Parents and guardians who require an exemption for their child 
from the dress code for religious, cultural, or short-term medical reasons may speak to the 
Assistant Principal. 

DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES 
 

Gateway Middle School uses the theory of restorative practices as the foundation for our 
discipline.  Restorative practices are a practice of discipline that repairs harm done to 
relationships and people over and above the need for assigning blame and dispensing punishment.  
Key values include respect, responsibility, inclusion, accountability, collaboration and 
empowerment.  Key skills include active listening, facilitating dialogue, promoting problem-
solving, listening to and expressing emotion, and empowering others to take ownership of 
problems.  Restorative practices help students deal with the harm they have caused to individuals 
and to the school community.  The approach can provide new and creative possibilities rather than 
simply offering cookie-cutter answers to situations which teachers and administrators experience 
every day.  The viewers, bystanders, victims, and significant adults in the life of those involved 
gather to decide what would make things right and prevent similar behaviors in the future.  We 
start with the belief that when we celebrate what’s right, we will have the energy, creativity, and 
inspiration to work at changing what is wrong. 

In the event that a student is suspected of engaging in conduct for which suspension or 
expulsion may be considered, the Assistant Principal or designee will contact parents or 
guardians of the student to discuss the situation and provide specific information about how the 
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matter will be processed.  This process does not apply to situations where immediate suspension is 
necessary.  In such an instance, the student will be removed from school and a meeting will be 
arranged with the student's parents or guardians as soon as possible following the incident. 

 
Through a disciplinary process, students can expect: 

ü To know "why." It is the school's belief that clear explanations of policies and expectations 
increase the likelihood that students understand the impact of and learn from their 
mistakes. 

ü To be treated respectfully and fairly and in an appropriate confidential manner 
ü To know as soon as possible why they are being counseled or disciplined 
ü To be given opportunity to ‘make right’ what they have done wrong and then acknowledged 

for their more positive contributions to the community 

Guidelines for Written Statements 
It is ordinarily the case that students are asked to write statements regarding their behavior in 
or witnessing of a serious disciplinary incident.  When this is the case, the Assistant Principal 
will meet with the student to ensure that the student understands the purpose and process for 
this writing.  It is essential that the student has the opportunity to explain what happened from 
his or her perspective.  Writing also provides an opportunity for reflection and perspective.  The 
restorative approach consists in asking and answering FIVE key questions: 

1. What happened, and what were you thinking at the time? 
2. What have you thought about since? 
3. Who has been affected by what happened and how? 
4. What about this has been the hardest for you? 
5. What do you think needs to be done to make things as right as possible? 

Classroom Management 
The teacher/middle school team will have in place a classroom management plan.  The plan will 
include expectations for student behavior, classroom consequences for inappropriate behavior, 
and provisions for student conferencing and parent/guardian contact.  When a student misbehaves, 
the teacher will deal with the student through assertive discipline, posted class rules, and fair 
enforcement.  If the student does not change his or her behavior, the teacher will contact the 
student’s parents to enlist parent/guardian support.  If disruptive behavior continues, the student 
will be referred to the administration.  A teacher will refer students to an administrator for 
continuous infractions and severe misbehavior.  If the behavior becomes excessive, the student 
will be sent to the Assistant Principal to support the classroom management plan.  The Assistant 
Principal will follow the Discipline Steps listed below. 
Level One Misbehavior – This is any behavior that interferes with the learning process, such as 
public display of affection, disrupting class, lack of preparedness, nonconformity to dress code, 
and any other behaviors that disrupt the learning process. 
 
Severe Behavior, Levels Two and Three – This is any action that threatens the safety or 
welfare of people on campus and/or stops the learning process: such as fighting, weapons, 
harassment, vandalism, extreme disruption, drugs, alcohol, or tobacco. 

Discipline Steps 
When a referral is made by a teacher regarding mischievous or severe behavior, it will be 
submitted to the Assistant Principal.  Referrals will be processed as follows below: 
 
1.   Level One (Behavioral interventions may begin on Step 1 or Step 2): 

ü Step 1: Teacher conferences with student and documents student behavior. 
 

ü Step 2: Teacher documents student behaviors and determines appropriate intervention 
strategies.  Teacher contacts parents/guardians and possibly the administration. 

 
ü Step 3: Teacher refers student to the administration and parents/guardians are contacted. 

This indicates that the student has not responded to Step 2 and/or 3 interventions in the 
classroom.  Referrals will result in a conference with the student/parent/guardian and 
assignment of a consequence determined by the administration.  A review of Step 1 and 2 
interventions and alternate strategies may be considered by the administration and the 
teacher. 

 
2.   Level Two: For severe deviant behavior, incorrigibility, or repeated violations, the student 
may be suspended from school for a period of one to five (1-5) days by the Assistant Principal or 
certified designee.  An informal meeting will be afforded parents/guardian before suspending.  
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Continued referrals may result in progression to Level Three.  This may take place by a telephone 
or school conference. 
 
3.   Level Three: When the student does not respond to interventions or alternative placement, 
recommendation for expulsion will be considered. 

Parent/Guardian Behavior 
Parents and guardians are expected to model good behavior for the children.  All concerns may be 

brought to the Principal or Assistant Principal and discussed professionally. However, Gateway 

Middle is not a school that will tolerate shouting, threats, or cursing by parents or family members.  

Such behaviors will result in severely limiting a parent’s or other family member’s access to teachers 

and to visiting the school, and may result in consequences for the children. 

Consequences 
 

Lunch Detention – Students must be on time, prepared with reading materials enough to occupy 
the detention time.  Rules include no talking, no sleeping, and no heads down on desks.  Lunch 
detention may also be served through lunch clean-up duty.  
 
After School Detention – Students must be on time to after school detention.  Rules include 
no talking, no sleeping, and no heads down on desks.  The student must serve after school 
detention from 3:35 – 4:15 p.m. in a designated classroom.  The student’s parent/guardian will be 
notified the day of the infraction that after-school detention will be served and the date and time 
of the detention.  The student’s parent or guardian is responsible for picking up the child at 
school at 4:15 p.m. on the day of detention, unless the student is enrolled in the YMCA/Gateway 
After School Program.  A student will not be excused from detention because of a 
parent/guardian’s schedule or lack of vehicle ownership.  No student will be placed on any public 
transportation or sent home with any person other than the student’s parent/guardian and/or 
those listed on their emergency card filed with school.  The administration of Gateway Middle 
School has at his discretion, the right to require that the detention be held the same day as the 
behavior. 
 
In School Suspension (ISS) – Provided daily during school hours.  Students may be assigned for 
a portion of a day, up to three (3) days of ISS.  Students will be provided with academic materials 
and will conference with an administrator prior to assignment in ISS and before returning to 
their regular classes.  Rules will include no talking, no sleeping, no heads down on desk, and no 
contact with other students. 
 
Suspension from school (OSS) – Students may be suspended from school and all school-
related activities for a period of one to five days, with an extension of up to 10 days for violent or 
severe behavior.  Students may not come on campus for any reason during the period of suspension.  
A conference will be held with the student, parent and administrator prior to the suspension and 
before the student returns to classes. 
 
Expulsion – Any student who is a habitual truant, incorrigible, and continually disruptive of 
school discipline, disrupts the instructional process, or whose presence is a detriment to the 
health and safety of other students may be denied attendance by expulsion.  Expulsion is removal 
from school for a determined period of time (usually a semester or year).  Only the Board of 
Trustees can make this decision.  If a student is being referred for expulsion the parent/guardian 
will receive the following: notice of charges, explanation of recommendation, opportunity to 
express their point of view at the school level.  If it is still deemed necessary to refer for 
expulsion, the student will attend a hearing before the School Board to determine continued 
attendance or removal from school.  Should any student wish to challenge that decision, he/she 
will be entitled to a hearing before the appropriate administrator with the right to appeal the 
decision to the Board of Trustees. 

Group Consequences 
Gateway Middle School retains the right, during particularly difficult circumstances, to keep groups 

of students or an entire class of students during lunch or after school.  The school does not seek 

to punish the good with the bad, but it believes that we are all responsible for each other – that the 

actions of some of us do impact, and are impacted by, the entire group. 
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Loss of Privileges 
Gateway Middle School offers students many privileges that can be taken away as a consequence for 

poor behavior.  These include but are not limited to arriving at school early or staying late on school 

grounds, participating in specials classes and after school clubs and teams, attending field trips, 

attending dances and social events, and using the computer room or other school equipment. 

Jurisdiction for Suspension and Expulsion 
Students may be suspended or expelled for the behaviors outlined below when that act is related 
to school activity or school attendance occurring within Gateway Middle's jurisdiction or within 
the jurisdiction of any other school district.  Students may be suspended or expelled for such 
acts when they are related to school activity or attendance that occur at any time, including, but 
not limited to, any of the following: 

1. While on school grounds 
2. While going to or coming from school 
3. During the lunch period or during recess 
4. During, or while going to or coming from, a school sponsored activity 

 

 

 

SCHOOL POLICIES FOR BEHAVIOR 
 

Given our community values, these are the fundamental policies we expect each student to honor 
and follow.  Choosing otherwise will result in serious disciplinary consequences. 
 
Breaking any of the following rules is grounds for suspension and/or expulsion: 
 
1. Threats of Violence:  Gateway students will not cause or threaten to cause physical injury 

to another person.  An action or behavior that disrupts the educational process or that 
threatens harm to students, staff or property may lead to suspension or recommendation for 
expulsion.  This may include the pulling of school fire alarms.   
 

2. Demeaning and Disrespectful Language: Any language that demeans others will not be 
tolerated.  Specifically, the use of homophobic, sexist, or racial slurs are prohibited and 
considered a severe misbehavior.  This behavior, profane language, or inappropriate gestures 
could all result in suspension from school. 
 

3. Sexual Harassment:  Gateway students will not commit sexual harassment of a staff member 
or another student including harassing, threatening, or intimidating a fellow student who is a 
complaining witness or witness in a school disciplinary proceeding for the purpose of either 
preventing that student from being a witness or retaliating against that student for being a 
witness or both.  Please also be aware that electronic items such as texting, email or social 
networking sites (an example being Facebook or MySpace) that are used to create a hostile 
environment or to sexually harass a student or groups of students are also grounds for 
expulsion. 
 
Gateway students will not intentionally engage in harassment, threats, or intimidation, 
directed against a student or group of students, that is sufficiently severe or pervasive to 
have the actual or reasonably expected effect of materially disrupting class work, creating 
substantial disorder, creating an intimidating or hostile environment or otherwise invading 
the rights of another.  Please see Gateway’s specific Sexual Harassment Policy later in this 
handbook. 
 

4. Discrimination: No student or employee of Gateway Middle School shall, because of race, 
color, creed, national origin, sex, disability, or religion, be excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity 
conducted by or sanctioned by Gateway Middle School.   Gateway Middle School recognizes that 
different treatment because of race is prohibited in all programs and activities.  Students and 
parents are encouraged to bring formal and informal concerns of race discrimination by 
school staff or students to school administration. These concerns should be made in writing.  
Please see Gateway’s specific Discrimination Policy later in this handbook. 
 

5. Bullying:  Bullying occurs when one or more students repeatedly hurt another student 
through words or actions. In bullying incidents there is an imbalance of real or perceived 
power, such that the victim has a hard time defending him/her against the tormentors. State 
law and Gateway Middle School board policy prohibit any form of racial or ethnic harassment 
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by any student or staff member that is meant to demean, degrade, embarrass or cause 
humiliation to any student or staff member. Any student found to be in violation of this policy 
may be suspended. Consequences for staff members are defined by existing board policy for 
similar offenses.  
 

6. Fighting: Fighting will not be tolerated under any circumstances. Students who fight may be 
suspended for up to five (5) days and/or recommended for expulsion. Students who either 
encourage a fight or incite a fight through teasing, harassing, posturing, staring, “dogging”, 
or intimidating another student will be subject to the same consequences as those who are 
physically fighting.  
 

7. Gangs and Hate Groups: Gangs, hate groups, and similar organizations or groups, which 
advocate hatred or discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, ancestry, national 
origin, or handicap, are inconsistent with the fundamental values and educational environment 
at our school. The activities of such groups and their members are prohibited on school 
property and at all school functions. Such prohibited activities include, but are not limited to: 
• The congregation of members that block building entrances, hallways, or otherwise 

disrupts campus; 
• The solicitation or recruitment of members; 
• The possession of group paraphernalia and materials; 
• The intimidation of others; 
• The advocacy of discrimination; and 
• Any other behavior, (such as wearing clothing with gang colors or insignia, or the use of 

language, codes, or gestures) that provokes violence or seeks to advocate the purpose and 
objectives of such groups. 

 
8. Possession of weapons: There is no place for weapons at Gateway.  Gateway students will 

not possess, sell, or otherwise furnish any firearm, knife, explosive, or other dangerous 
object unless, in the case of possession of any such object, you have obtained written 
permission to possess the item by the Principal or the designee of the Principal.  This policy 
includes any kind of imitation firearm or weapon.  As used in this section, “imitation firearm” 
means a replica of a firearm that is so substantially similar in physical properties to an 
existing firearm as to lead a reasonable person to conclude that the replica is a firearm.  
Weapons are described as any object, which can be used to cause either temporary or 
permanent harm to a person or property.  Any violation of this policy or rules and/or 
regulations to administer this policy, may result in expulsion from school for a period of not 
less than one semester. 
 

9. Possession of alcohol, tobacco, or other drugs: All school property is a Drug-Free 
Zone. 
Gateway students will not unlawfully possess, use, sell, or otherwise furnish, or be under 
the influence of any controlled substance (includes prescription drugs that are not your 
own), an alcoholic beverage, or an intoxicant of any kind.  This includes attending a school 
activity or event, and/or while being transported in a contracted or school vehicle of any kind 
or at any location, public or private, where students are attending as representatives of 
Gateway Middle School. Gateway students will not unlawfully offer, arrange, or negotiate to 
sell any controlled substance, an alcoholic beverage or an intoxicant of any kind, and then 
either sell, deliver, or otherwise furnish to any person another liquid, substance or material 
as a controlled substance, alcoholic beverage or intoxicant. In addition, Gateway students will 
not possess or use tobacco, or any products containing tobacco or nicotine products including, 
but not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, miniature cigars, clove cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, 
snuff, and chew packets or possess or unlawfully offer, arrange or negotiate to sell any 
form of drug paraphernalia.   Please see Gateway’s specific Health and Well-Being section 
later in this handbook. 
 

10. Items Inappropriate For School: Items that are inappropriate for school are those items 
that can cause a disruption to the learning environment and serve no educational purpose. The 
following are examples of items that may be deemed inappropriate for school: 
• Sunflower seeds, toothpicks, rubber bands, squirt guns, etc. – these items are not 

permitted because of the problems caused by misuse. 
• Riding skateboards, bikes, roller skates, scooters, shoes with wheels, and roller blades 

on school property is prohibited. 
• Trading cards, video game systems, toys or other items of value 
• Animals, unless brought with administrative approval 
• Large chains 
• Laser pens, shock pens 
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11. No Touch Policy: Students are to keep their hands and feet to themselves at all times.  This 
includes, but is not limited to, public displays of affection, horseplay, pushing, shoving or 
bumping into each other.  Dependent upon the severity, No Touch violations can be minor or 
major violations of the school discipline policy. 

 
12. Student Behavior at School Activities: Students in school or involved in school-

sponsored activities either on or away from the school premise are expected to obey their 
school officials, protect property, maintain order and decorum, and conduct themselves in 
such a manner as to reflect credit upon themselves and their school. Any student who does 
not meet these standards is in violation of the discipline regulation of Gateway Middle School 
and will be subject to disciplinary consequences. 
 

13. Stealing and Theft: Students are to honor the property of others.  Taking any object from 
someone without their permission will result in severe disciplinary consequences. 

 
14. Tardies and Poor Attendance: Students are to attend class regularly and on time. Should 

a student continue to be tardy/absent from classes throughout the school day without valid 
excuses, they may be subject to serious disciplinary action. 

 
15. Bus Rules: The students are to conduct themselves in an orderly manner when waiting for 

or riding the bus.  It is important not to distract the bus driver.  Misbehavior on the bus or at 
the bus stops can deprive a student of the privilege to ride the bus and may result in 
additional school consequences. 

 
16. Spectator Code Of Ethics 

• Spectators are an important part of the game and should conform to accepted standards of 
good sportsmanship and behavior. 

• Spectators should at all time respect officials, coaches, and players as guests in the 
community and extend all courtesies to them. 

• Enthusiastic and wholesome cheering is encouraged. 
• Booing and other disrespectful gestures, activities, or remarks should be avoided at all 

times. 
• Bells, whistles, or noisemakers of any kind are not acceptable at athletic activities and/or 

spectator events. 
 

17. Cheating: Students are expected to act with integrity and submit original work and use their 
own knowledge and skills when tested.  On occasion, however, individuals may choose to cheat 
which violates our school core values.  Below is description of that behavior: 
• Plagiarism is when a person takes credit for another’s work be it from printed material 

(ex: Internet, books, newspaper, encyclopedias, or periodicals) or from a peer without 
proper documentation.  The following are examples of instances of plagiarism: 
§ Copying from another student’s test/work 
§ Obtaining by any means another person’s work and submitting it as one’s own work. 
§ Failing to give proper credit to sources used in papers and projects. 

• Academic Dishonesty is when a student fraudulently gains access to knowledge for the 
purpose of assignments, etc. The following should be used as a guide to help students 
understand academic dishonesty: 
§ Seeking aid from another student during a test. 
§ Preparing any academic work with another student, unless permitted by an educator. 
§ Possessing or using material or notes not authorized by an educator during a test. 

 
Plagiarism and academic dishonesty can be avoided by the following: 
• Proper documentation 
• Clear communication between student and teacher 
• Integrity, through personal and social responsibility 
 
If a student cheats, she/he may be able to redo the assignment or one that is similar 
in content to show mastery.  The student, however, will not receive credit for the 
assignment.  This is up to the individual teacher’s judgment. 
 
Finally, the following are also grounds for expulsion here at Gateway: 
 

1. Commits or attempts to commit robbery or extortion; 
2. Steals or attempts to steal school property or private property; 
3. Commits an obscene act or engages in habitual profanity or vulgarity; 
4.    Knowingly receives stolen school property or private property; 
5.    Commits or attempts to commit a sexual assault or sexual battery. 
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DISCRIMINATION AND HARASSMENT POLICY 
 

The Board of Gateway Middle School prohibits acts of harassment, intimidation or bullying by or 

toward any students or school community members.  Gateway Middle School expects students to 

conduct themselves in keeping with the Core Values of Community, Respect, Responsibility, and 

Excellence.  

Gateway Policy Against Discrimination 
Guided by our mission and core community values, we are committed to creating a safe and secure 
educational environment for all.  We expect all members of the Gateway community to adhere to 
our community expectations.  In particular, we expect students, staff and families to treat others 
with respect. Gateway strictly prohibits discrimination based on a person's race, gender, ethnicity, 
religion, age, disability, sexual orientation or socio-economic background.  If you have questions 
about this policy, or you believe that this policy has been violated, please contact Gateway 
Middle's Assistant Principal. 

Gateway Policy Against Harassment 
Sexual Harassment is a type of gender discrimination that is a violation of federal and state laws. 
Sexual harassment is defined as unwelcome conduct of a sexual nature, including unwanted 
sexual advances, requests or pressure for sexual favors, sexual gestures, graffiti of a sexual 
nature, spreading rumors about sexual activities or other verbal, visual or physical conduct of a 
sexual nature made by one member of the community to another.  Such harassment in all of 
its forms is strictly forbidden at Gateway Middle School.  Such actions, whether 
physical, written, spoken or otherwise expressed, will be subject to serious disciplinary 
consequences that may include probation, suspension and expulsion. 
 
Any student who experiences or observes such harassment should immediately inform Gateway 
Middle's Assistant Principal.  The Assistant Principal is located in the main office and his office 
phone number is (415) 922-1001.  At the request of the student filing the complaint, the Assistant 
Principal may attempt to resolve the matter informally.  Otherwise, the following procedures 
will be used. 
 
Working in a prompt, thorough and sensitive manner that respects the rights of all parties, the 
Assistant Principal will conduct an investigation to determine all of the facts and circumstances 
that led to the complaint.  In addition, the Assistant Principal will determine whether interim 
measures should be taken to address the alleged harassment while the investigation is being 
conducted.  The investigation will include privately and discreetly interviewing appropriate 
students and staff (including witnesses identified by the students), consultation with members of 
the Gateway staff as deemed necessary, and appropriate communication to students and families at 
the conclusion of the investigation.  The Assistant Principal will keep students informed of the 
status of their complaints.  Following the conclusion of the investigation, the Assistant Principal 
will report his findings and his conclusions to the Principal, and recommend to the Principal an 
appropriate course of action to address and end the harassment.  This course of action may involve, 
but need not be limited to a disciplinary response including suspension or expulsion.  The 
Assistant Principal will inform the parties of the outcome of the complaint.  It is anticipated that, 
in most cases, this entire process will be completed in 10 school days. 
 
Federal and State Law make it illegal to retaliate against a student for reporting sexual 
harassment.  Any member of the Gateway community who attempts to threaten, intimidate or take 
other action against another who has reported an incident of sexual harassment in good faith will 
be subject to separate and serious disciplinary action up to and including suspension and 
expulsion. 
 
This policy applies to all members of the Gateway community under the school’s jurisdiction 
including, but not limited to: while on or in the immediate vicinity of campus, traveling to or coming 
from school, during lunch periods whether on or off the campus, while attending and while 
traveling to and from school sponsored games, events, meetings, dances, trips and other school 
sponsored activities.  
 

DIRECTORY INFORMATION AND MEDIA RELEASES 
 
Directory Information means personally identifiable information contained in a student education 
record not considered harmful or an invasion of privacy if released (such as student’s name, town 
of residence, telephone listing, classroom teacher, officially recognized activities and sports 
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participated in, weight and height [if on athletic team], dates of attendance, awards received and 
the previous school or program attended, photos, school newspaper, including yearbook and such 
categories of information as the Principal shall designate). 
 
Directory Information will be released only with administrative direction.  Information will not be 
given via phone, except in case of health and safety emergency.  Families will be notified annually 
(through the distribution of this handbook) and their student’s registration or verification form.  
The parent/student will be given the opportunity to limit the release of directory 
information by completing the new student registration form or updating the yearly 
verification form and returning it to the school. 

Media Access 
Throughout the year, our staff, students, and representatives of the media may be in our school 
or at school-sanctioned events to take pictures and write about the good news happening here for 
school newsletters and other print and electronic publications, as well as for newspaper, 
television, and radio coverage.  These tend to be “human interest” or “good news” stories. 
 
Federal laws allow the school to release some information – called directory information – 
without prior permission.  This information includes names, photographs and other basic 
information about students participating in school-related activities. 
 
We also understand that some parents have concerns.  If you object to having your student 
participate in district media coverage please complete a form at our office.  Please note, your 
permission will be assumed if the school does not have this completed form on file. 
 

EXTRACURRICULAR AND CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 

Gateway Middle School is dedicated to offering an activities program to its students.  It is the 
school’s belief that there should be a proper balance between the academic and activity programs. 
A properly balanced and well-supervised activities program will provide social, emotional, and 
physical opportunities for those wishing to participate.  This school will take the responsibility 
for providing a program that represents the interests of the majority of its students. 
 
Extracurricular or co-curricular activities are supplements to the regular instructional 
programs and afford students opportunities for enrichment.  Participation in extracurricular and 
co-curricular activities is a privilege, not a right.  As representatives of their school, students 
participating in such activities are expected to meet high standards of behavior.  Gateway Middle 
School will adhere to all rules and regulations of its associated league. 
 
Gateway Middle School participates in a San Francisco athletic league with other San Francisco 
middle schools.  Our sports teams are known as the Griffins.  All athletes must adhere to both 
the policies set by Gateway and by the San Francisco athletic league. 
 
Definition of Extracurricular and Co-curricular Activities: 
• Extracurricular activities are school-authorized activities, which take place outside of the 

regular school day and do not involve class credit, including, but not limited to athletics, 
student groups or organizations, and community activities. 

• Co-Curricular activities may be school-authorized activities held in conjunction with a credit 
class. 

Activity Suspension 
The school believes that the safety and welfare of other students may be adversely affected 
when students who are involved in extracurricular or co-curricular activities commit major 
infractions or repeated minor infractions at school or during school activities, and/or are 
involved in criminal conduct or drug use in any location.  At the beginning of each semester, 
teachers or coaches of co-curricular courses will identify for students how participation in the 
co-curricular activity affects their participation and/or grade.  Students who do not uphold a 2.0 
GPA, have an Incomplete, or both, will be on suspension from their sport. 

Physical Education Attire 
Students will be required to wear appropriate PE attire and athletic shoes during all physical 
education classes.  More detailed information will be given to students when they begin PE class. 

Fundraising Activities 
Most of the activities, clubs, organizations, and classes conduct fund-raising activities during the 
school year.  These must be approved in advance by the administration, and all funds collected are 
dispersed to the student body fund according to established guidelines.  Students collecting 
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money for school organizations must turn in the money to the faculty sponsor on a daily basis.  
Students may not use the school, or represent the school, to conduct fund-raising activities to 
benefit outside organizations (not school-related). 
 

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 
 

The following are guidelines for keeping your child home from school to ensure his/her well-
being and prevent the spread of illness: 

• A 100-degree temperature or more 
• Nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain, diarrhea 
• Nasal discharge with a yellow/green color 
• Student with more lethargy than usual 
• Cough in combination with other symptoms 
• Contagious process- rash, pink eye, head lice, etc. 

Health and Emergency Policy 
If a student is injured or becomes ill at school, efforts will be made to notify the parent/guardian.  
If parent/guardian cannot be reached, the designated emergency contact will be notified.  Please 
advise the school of any changes in telephone numbers, places of work, or emergency 
contacts. 
 
In the event of serious illness or injury, the paramedics may be notified to assess the student’s 
condition and transport to the emergency room if they determine it is necessary.  Every effort will 
be made to contact the parent, who may then meet the student at the emergency room or at school. 
It is the parent’s responsibility to pay for medical services – including 
transportation to the emergency room. 
 
The school has personnel trained in performing CPR and first aid; these personnel along with the 
school administrators will be responsible for determining the need to call for further medical 
assistance.  If your student has a chronic or acute health condition that may affect 
them at school, please contact school. 

Immunizations 
In accordance with the California School Immunization Law, we are requiring parents to submit a 
copy of their child’s immunization status to the school office.  This should be done within 60 days 
of the first admission of their child to the school.  Our goal is that every student will be 
properly immunized for the health of students, school, and community.  Exemptions for religious, 
personal, or medical reasons can be made; forms are available in the school office.  If an outbreak 
of a contagious disease occurs, students who are not immunized will be excluded from school 
attendance. 

Medications 
Most medications should be administered at home.  If a student must take medication (non- 
prescription or prescription) at school, the medication is to be administered through the office.  
The medication must be in the original container, with one week’s supply or less. The medication 
must be accompanied by a written release on file with the office. Forms are available from the 
office and require: 

• Name of medication. 
• Doctor’s name. 
• Reason for taking the medication. 
• Dosage and length of time to be administered. 
• Parent/guardian signature. 

 
Emergency Medication (i.e. for asthma or allergies) must be carried by the student for self- 
administration or administration by staff, as needed.  The office must be advised of student’s 
emergency self-medication(s) and related needs.  The office keeps first aid kit and emergency 
medication to be administered for small emergencies and mishaps.   
 
 

GENERAL POLICIES 

Student Records 
Any student, parent, or legal guardian may have access to records (cumulative folders), which 
pertains to them personally.  Unless there is a court order prohibiting it, non-custodial parents 
are allowed to see these records.  Administrators may disclose personal information about 
students without prior consent from the parent/guardian if it is deemed necessary by the 
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administrator. Cumulative records are available to certified staff.  Records of a confidential 
nature are not open, and remain with the person responsible for them (i.e. administrators, 
counselor, etc.). 

Messages 
We are anxious to maximize students’ uninterrupted learning time.  We deliver emergency messages 
at the time of the call.  Parents please do not contact your student on their cell phones at any 
time during the day.  Balloons, flowers, and other special deliveries are kept in the office until 
the end of the day.  The recipients will be notified during their final class period. 
 
 
 
 

Moving? 
During the school year, please notify the school if there are any changes to your student’s home 
address or phone number. 
 
Withdrawal From School 

• A parent/guardian must notify the school office as early as possible regarding the 
student’s withdrawal. Notification can be a visit to the school (preferred), written note or 
phone call. 

• The student will complete a check out form on their last day of attendance. 
• Student/parent will be issued a completed check out form as well as birth certificate and 

immunization record (as needed) to take to the new school. 
• All schoolbooks and equipment must be returned on the student’s last day of 

attendance. 
• Parent/guardians will be charged for all books or equipment that is not returned. 
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GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Home and School Handbook Agreement 

 
Principal: I support and encourage student/parent/teacher partnerships.  I will: 
• Provide an environment that permits positive communication between student, parent and 

teacher(s). 
• Encourage teachers and parents to provide regular opportunities for practicing academics at 

school and at home. 
• Provide equal and fair opportunities to access staff and the opportunity to volunteer. 
 
Teachers: We understand the importance of the school experience to every student 
and our position as a teacher and a role model.  We agree to: 
• Be aware of your child’s needs. 
• Communicate with you about your child’s progress frequently. 
• Teach concepts and skills to your child to meet state academic standards. 
• Motivate and encourage your child to practice academics at home. 
• Hold parent/teacher conferences annually. 
• Deliver high quality curriculum and instruction. 
• Provide materials for home to enhance literacy and other academic subjects. 
 
Student: It is important that I do my best.  I know my parents and teachers want to 
help me, but I am the one who has to do the work.  So, I will: 
• Believe that I can and will learn. 
• Be responsible for my behavior. 
• Give work and school papers to my parent/caregiver. 
• Pay attention and ask for help when needed. 
• Complete class work on time and to the best of my ability. 
 
Parent/Caregiver: I want my child to succeed.  I will encourage him/her by doing the 
following: 
• Encourage positive attitudes about school. 
• Support the school discipline policy and school policies 
• Make sure my child attends school regularly. 
• Encourage my child to get enough sleep and to eat nutritious meals. 
• Establish with my child a place and time to study and a daily reading time. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
----- 
 
RECEIPT OF GATEWAY MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENT AND FAMILY HANDBOOK: 
 
I received the Gateway Middle School Student and Family Handbook and accept the 
responsibility to review and discuss it with my child and for my child to follow the 
handbook policies.  Please detach and return this page to Gateway Middle School. 
 
 
__________________________________________ __________________________________________ _____________ 
PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME PARENT/GUARDIAN SIGNATURE DATE 
 
___________________________________________ __________________________________________ _____________ 
STUDENT NAME STUDENT SIGNATURE DATE 
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CODE	
  OF	
  CONDUCT	
  

	
  
Mission	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  supports	
  and	
  challenges	
  all	
  students	
  to	
  discover	
  their	
  unique	
  potential,	
  actively	
  
participate	
  in	
  their	
  community,	
  and	
  develop	
  skills	
  and	
  habits	
  to	
  achieve	
  excellence	
  in	
  high	
  school	
  and	
  
college.	
  
	
  
Expectations	
  and	
  Core	
  Values	
  
Four	
  core	
  values	
  –	
  Community,	
  Respect,	
  Responsibility,	
  and	
  Excellence	
  –	
  are	
  at	
  the	
  heart	
  of	
  Gateway’s	
  
community	
  and	
  represent	
  the	
  cornerstones	
  of	
  the	
  school’s	
  Code	
  of	
  Conduct.	
  	
  Students	
  examine	
  and	
  
discuss	
  the	
  core	
  values	
  daily	
  and	
  it	
  is	
  expected	
  that	
  all	
  students	
  will	
  try	
  to	
  live	
  by	
  these	
  values.	
  
	
  
COMMUNITY	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
   	
  

ü We	
  lend	
  a	
  hand	
  when	
  someone	
  needs	
  help.	
  	
  
ü We	
  are	
  good	
  role	
  models	
  and	
  stand	
  up	
  for	
  what	
  is	
  right.	
  
ü We	
  take	
  action	
  to	
  improve	
  the	
  community.	
  
ü We	
  cooperate	
  to	
  get	
  along	
  with	
  others	
  and	
  solve	
  problems	
  peacefully.	
  

	
  
RESPECT	
  

ü We	
  appreciate	
  differences	
  and	
  accept	
  others	
  for	
  who	
  they	
  are.	
  
ü We	
  keep	
  our	
  school	
  grounds	
  and	
  supplies	
  in	
  good	
  order.	
  
ü We	
  take	
  care	
  when	
  using	
  other	
  people’s	
  things.	
  
ü We	
  respond	
  respectfully	
  to	
  all	
  adults.	
  

	
  
RESPONSIBILITY	
  

ü We	
  are	
  honest	
  and	
  do	
  the	
  right	
  thing	
  at	
  the	
  right	
  time.	
  
ü We	
  work	
  before	
  play.	
  
ü We	
  take	
  responsibility	
  for	
  our	
  actions.	
  
ü We	
  come	
  to	
  school	
  each	
  day	
  on	
  time	
  and	
  bring	
  the	
  necessary	
  supplies	
  to	
  each	
  class.	
  
	
  

EXCELLENCE	
  
ü We	
  challenge	
  ourselves	
  to	
  do	
  our	
  best.	
  
ü We	
  keep	
  trying	
  when	
  something	
  is	
  hard.	
  
ü We	
  ask	
  for	
  help	
  when	
  we	
  need	
  it.	
  
ü We	
  recognize	
  personal	
  strengths.	
  	
  
ü We	
  set	
  goals	
  and	
  work	
  towards	
  them.	
  
ü We	
  complete	
  all	
  assignments	
  on	
  time	
  and	
  to	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  our	
  ability.	
  
ü We	
  take	
  advantage	
  of	
  opportunities	
  to	
  grow	
  and	
  improve.	
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Attendance	
  
To	
  succeed	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  School,	
  students	
  must	
  be	
  present.	
  	
  Students	
  who	
  miss	
  excessive	
  amounts	
  
of	
  school	
  do	
  not	
  perform	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  those	
  who	
  attend	
  every	
  day.	
  	
  Therefore,	
  students	
  are	
  to	
  come	
  to	
  
school	
  100%	
  of	
  the	
  time	
  classes	
  are	
  in	
  session	
  unless	
  they	
  are	
  so	
  sick	
  that	
  they	
  cannot	
  function	
  
academically.	
  	
  If	
  a	
  child	
  is	
  absent,	
  the	
  parent	
  or	
  legal	
  guardian	
  must	
  call	
  the	
  school’s	
  main	
  office	
  before	
  
9:00	
  a.m.	
  and	
  explain	
  the	
  reason	
  for	
  the	
  absence.	
  	
  The	
  main	
  office	
  phone	
  number	
  is	
  (415)	
  922-­‐1001.	
  
	
  
Upon	
  returning	
  to	
  school,	
  students	
  must	
  also	
  submit	
  a	
  written	
  excuse	
  to	
  the	
  main	
  office.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  case	
  of	
  
extended	
  illness,	
  students	
  are	
  required	
  to	
  submit	
  a	
  physician’s	
  note	
  upon	
  returning	
  to	
  school.	
  	
  Absences	
  
due	
  to	
  family	
  vacations	
  and	
  trips	
  are	
  not	
  excused.	
  	
  Please	
  schedule	
  these	
  excursions	
  during	
  school	
  
scheduled	
  breaks	
  and	
  holidays.	
  
	
  
Leaving	
  Campus:	
  
In	
  order	
  to	
  leave	
  campus	
  for	
  any	
  reason,	
  students	
  must	
  have	
  a	
  verified	
  parent/guardian	
  approval	
  via	
  a	
  
note	
  or	
  phone	
  call	
  prior	
  to	
  checking	
  out	
  from	
  school.	
  	
  The	
  student	
  must	
  check	
  out	
  and	
  back	
  in	
  through	
  
the	
  main	
  office.	
  	
  Students	
  who	
  do	
  not	
  follow	
  this	
  procedure	
  will	
  be	
  considered	
  unexcused	
  (truant)	
  in	
  all	
  
classes	
  missed	
  and	
  will	
  be	
  subject	
  to	
  disciplinary	
  action.	
  	
  See	
  Tardy	
  and	
  Truancy	
  Policy	
  in	
  the	
  handbook.	
  
	
  
Tardy	
  
Students	
  must	
  have	
  a	
  valid	
  excuse	
  to	
  excuse	
  a	
  tardy.	
  	
  Carpool	
  issues,	
  traffic,	
  oversleeping,	
  and/or	
  
late/missed	
  bus	
  DO	
  NOT	
  qualify	
  as	
  valid	
  excuses.	
  	
  Students	
  who	
  are	
  tardy	
  during	
  the	
  first	
  five	
  minutes	
  
of	
  school	
  go	
  directly	
  to	
  their	
  first	
  class.	
  	
  Students	
  who	
  are	
  more	
  than	
  five	
  minutes	
  tardy	
  must	
  sign	
  in	
  with	
  
the	
  main	
  office	
  and	
  receive	
  a	
  tardy	
  slip.	
  	
  Tardiness	
  is	
  very	
  disruptive	
  to	
  class	
  and	
  students	
  with	
  excessive	
  
tardiness	
  may	
  be	
  subject	
  to	
  disciplinary	
  action.	
  	
  Students	
  who	
  are	
  tardy	
  more	
  than	
  30	
  minutes	
  may	
  be	
  
subject	
  to	
  the	
  California	
  Department	
  of	
  Education	
  Truancy	
  Policy.	
  
	
  
Students	
  who	
  reach	
  more	
  than	
  three	
  unexcused	
  tardies	
  per	
  quarter	
  may	
  be	
  responsible	
  for	
  lunch	
  and/or	
  
recess	
  clean-­‐up	
  duties.	
  	
  If	
  a	
  student	
  is	
  to	
  be	
  excused	
  for	
  a	
  tardy,	
  the	
  parent	
  or	
  legal	
  guardian	
  must	
  call	
  
the	
  school’s	
  main	
  office	
  before	
  9:00	
  a.m.	
  and	
  explain	
  the	
  reason	
  for	
  the	
  tardy.	
  	
  The	
  main	
  office	
  phone	
  
number	
  is	
  (415)	
  922-­‐1001.	
  	
  Rather	
  than	
  a	
  phone	
  call,	
  the	
  parent	
  or	
  legal	
  guardian	
  may	
  submit	
  a	
  written	
  
excuse	
  to	
  the	
  main	
  office	
  with	
  their	
  child	
  upon	
  the	
  child’s	
  arrival	
  to	
  school.	
  	
  All	
  excused	
  tardies	
  must	
  
adhere	
  to	
  the	
  same	
  guidelines	
  as	
  excused	
  absences.	
  
	
  
School	
  Safety	
  and	
  Security	
  
Gateway	
   is	
   committed	
   to	
   protecting	
   our	
   students’	
   right	
   to	
   attend	
   a	
   safe	
   and	
   secure	
   school.	
   	
   As	
   such,	
  
students	
  are	
  never	
  allowed	
  to	
  admit	
  anyone	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  premises	
  except	
  for	
  a	
  teacher,	
  staff	
  member	
  or	
  
fellow	
  student	
  unless	
  a	
  staff	
  member	
  is	
  present	
  and	
  gives	
  permission.	
  
	
  
Gateway	
  students	
  will	
  not	
  engage	
   in	
   intentional	
  or	
  careless	
  behavior	
  such	
  as	
  propping	
  doors,	
  allowing	
  
visitors	
  into	
  the	
  building	
  without	
  specific	
  permission,	
  interacting	
  inappropriately	
  with	
  the	
  San	
  Francisco	
  
Public	
  Montessori	
  School	
  staff	
  or	
  students	
  with	
  whom	
  we	
  share	
  our	
  facilities,	
  tampering	
  with	
  locks,	
  fire	
  
alarms	
  or	
  other	
  safety	
  devices	
  or	
  going	
  beyond	
  the	
  established	
  campus	
  and	
  neighborhood	
  boundaries.	
  	
  
Gateway	
   students	
   will	
   not	
   cause	
   or	
   attempt	
   to	
   cause	
   damage	
   to	
   campus	
   or	
   private	
   property	
   in	
   any	
  
manner	
  including	
  tagging.	
  	
  We	
  have	
  worked	
  hard	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  building	
  that	
  allows	
  us	
  to	
  support	
  a	
  strong	
  
educational	
  program	
  for	
  you.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  your	
  responsibility	
  to	
  help	
  see	
  that	
  it	
  reflects	
  the	
  best	
  of	
  us.	
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Boundaries	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  only	
  shares	
  the	
  third	
  and	
  fourth	
  floors	
  of	
  the	
  Jackson	
  Street	
  building,	
  along	
  with	
  
shared	
  use	
  of	
  the	
  auditorium,	
  library,	
  and	
  yard	
  –	
  students	
  should	
  not	
  be	
  found	
  in	
  any	
  other	
  areas	
  of	
  the	
  
building	
  unless	
  supervised	
  by	
  Gateway	
  staff.	
  	
  We	
  share	
  this	
  facility	
  and	
  campus	
  with	
  another	
  school,	
  San	
  
Francisco	
   Public	
   Montessori	
   School.	
   	
   We	
   also	
   share	
   this	
   historic	
   neighborhood	
   with	
   merchants	
   and	
  
residents,	
   many	
   of	
   whom	
   have	
   called	
   this	
   area	
   home	
   for	
   decades.	
   	
   It	
   is	
   essential	
   that	
   we	
   join	
   this	
  
community	
  cooperatively,	
  respectfully	
  and	
  in	
  adherence	
  to	
  the	
  following	
  specific	
  guidelines:	
  

Campus:	
  On	
  campus,	
  Gateway	
  students:	
  
• Before	
  8:15	
  a.m.	
  must	
  enter	
  through	
  yard	
  gate	
  on	
  Jackson	
  Street	
  
• After	
  8:15	
  a.m.	
  must	
  enter	
  and	
  exit	
  through	
  the	
  side	
  gate	
  on	
  Webster	
  Street	
  	
  
• May	
  not	
  enter	
  the	
  second	
  floor	
  at	
  any	
  time	
  (San	
  Francisco	
  Public	
  Montessori	
  classrooms)	
  
• May	
  not	
  enter	
  the	
  Auditorium,	
  library,	
  or	
  classrooms	
  unless	
  supervised	
  by	
  Gateway	
  staff	
  
• May	
  not	
  enter	
  the	
  first	
  floor	
  unless	
  supervised	
  by	
  Gateway	
  staff	
  

Neighborhood:	
  	
  We	
  expect	
  all	
  Gateway	
  students	
  to	
  be	
  respectful	
  of	
  local	
  merchants	
  and	
  neighbors	
  
while	
  coming	
  to	
  and	
  from	
  school	
  and	
  while	
  waiting	
  for	
  MUNI.	
  	
  It	
  is	
  also	
  essential	
  that	
  Gateway	
  students	
  
make	
  safe	
  and	
  prudent	
  choices	
  in	
  the	
  neighborhood,	
  particularly	
  after	
  dark.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Expected	
  Hallway	
  Behavior	
  
During	
  the	
  school	
  day	
  we	
  expect	
  students	
  to	
  act	
  in	
  a	
  respectful	
  manner	
  in	
  our	
  hallways.	
  	
  Running	
  and	
  
screaming,	
  wrestling,	
  poking	
  heads	
  in	
  and	
  out	
  of	
  classrooms	
  or	
  any	
  behavior	
  that	
  is	
  not	
  hallway	
  
appropriate	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  tolerated.	
  	
  Students	
  that	
  are	
  consistently	
  contributing	
  to	
  a	
  disruptive	
  
atmosphere	
  will	
  face	
  consequences	
  up	
  to	
  and	
  including	
  suspension	
  and	
  possible	
  expulsion.	
  	
  Outside	
  
behavior	
  belongs	
  OUTSIDE,	
  not	
  in	
  the	
  building.	
  	
  A	
  hall	
  pass	
  is	
  a	
  necessity	
  whenever	
  a	
  student	
  is	
  out	
  of	
  
assigned	
  classrooms.	
  	
  Students	
  without	
  hall	
  passes	
  will	
  be	
  escorted	
  to	
  their	
  current	
  class.	
  	
  Students	
  can	
  
move	
  through	
  the	
  halls	
  during	
  class	
  time	
  only	
  with	
  a	
  valid	
  hall	
  pass	
  and	
  permission	
  from	
  the	
  teacher.	
  	
  	
  

Food	
  and	
  Drink	
  
We	
  all	
  play	
  a	
  role	
  in	
  keeping	
  our	
  campus	
  and	
  facilities	
  clean.	
  	
  As	
  such,	
  we	
  expect	
  Gateway	
  students	
  to	
  
clean	
  up	
  after	
  themselves.	
  	
  Gateway	
  students	
  may	
  eat	
  and	
  drink	
  only	
  in	
  designated	
  areas.	
  	
  We	
  expect	
  
gum	
  to	
  remain	
  in	
  mouths	
  or	
  in	
  the	
  garbage.	
  	
  Teachers	
  reserve	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  not	
  allow	
  gum	
  to	
  be	
  chewed	
  
in	
  their	
  classroom.	
  	
  Please	
  put	
  all	
  trash	
  in	
  receptacles,	
  recyclable	
  items	
  in	
  the	
  blue	
  containers,	
  and	
  keep	
  
an	
  eye	
  out	
  for	
  composting	
  being	
  done.	
  	
  Every	
  quarter,	
  all	
  students	
  and	
  staff	
  will	
  participate	
  in	
  an	
  school	
  
clean-­‐up	
  that	
  will	
  include	
  cleaning	
  desks	
  and	
  campus.	
  
	
  
After	
  School	
  Safety	
  and	
  Supervision	
  
Gateway	
  has	
  a	
  very	
  active	
  after	
  school	
  tutoring	
  program	
  from	
  3:30-­‐5:45	
  p.m.	
  	
  Students	
  staying	
  after	
  
school	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  in	
  a	
  tutoring	
  classroom	
  or	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center.	
  	
  Students	
  staying	
  after	
  school	
  for	
  the	
  
tutoring	
  program	
  are	
  to	
  sign	
  into	
  the	
  tutoring	
  program	
  and	
  must	
  have	
  parental/guardian	
  permission	
  to	
  
sign	
  out	
  before	
  5:45	
  p.m.	
  	
  Students	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  behave	
  appropriately	
  in	
  the	
  building	
  during	
  this	
  time.	
  	
  
Students	
  who	
  are	
  unable	
  to	
  act	
  accordingly	
  will	
  be	
  asked	
  to	
  leave	
  the	
  building	
  and	
  will	
  face	
  further	
  
consequences	
  if	
  the	
  behavior	
  continues.	
  	
  Students	
  in	
  the	
  program	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  remain	
  in	
  the	
  after	
  
school	
  classroom	
  and	
  are	
  not	
  permitted	
  in	
  the	
  hallways	
  or	
  stairwells	
  for	
  they	
  are	
  not	
  supervised	
  spaces	
  -­‐	
  
students	
  in	
  these	
  areas	
  will	
  be	
  asked	
  to	
  enter	
  a	
  tutoring	
  classroom	
  or	
  leave	
  the	
  building.	
  	
  All	
  Gateway	
  
behavioral	
  expectations	
  apply	
  during	
  our	
  after	
  school	
  program.	
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School	
  Searches	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  authorizes	
  the	
  Principal	
  and	
  Principal’s	
  designee(s)	
  to	
  conduct	
  searches	
  of	
  
students	
  and	
  their	
  belongings	
  if	
  the	
  authorized	
  school	
  official	
  has	
  reasonable	
  suspicion	
  to	
  believe	
  that	
  
the	
  search	
  will	
  result	
  in	
  evidence	
  that	
  the	
  student	
  violated	
  the	
  law	
  or	
  any	
  of	
  Gateway	
  Middle’s	
  rules.	
  	
  In	
  
authorizing	
  searches,	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  acknowledges	
  both	
  state	
  and	
  federal	
  constitutional	
  rights	
  which	
  
are	
  applicable	
  to	
  personal	
  searches	
  of	
  students	
  and	
  searches	
  of	
  their	
  possessions.	
  

	
  
Monitoring	
  Student	
  Academic	
  Progress	
  
Our	
  school	
  provides	
  24/7	
  online	
  access	
  to	
  student	
  grades,	
  assignments,	
  and	
  other	
  information	
  through	
  a	
  
web-­‐based	
  program	
  called	
  PowerSchool.	
  	
  Each	
  student	
  family	
  will	
  be	
  provided	
  a	
  free	
  username	
  and	
  
password	
  to	
  access	
  the	
  program	
  at	
  their	
  leisure	
  at	
  https://gateway.powerschool.com/public/home.html.	
  
	
  
Students	
  who	
  achieve	
  a	
  grade	
  point	
  average	
  (GPA)	
  of	
  3.30-­‐3.70	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  each	
  semester	
  will	
  be	
  part	
  
of	
  the	
  Honor	
  Roll.	
  	
  Students	
  who	
  achieve	
  a	
  GPA	
  of	
  above	
  3.70	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  each	
  semester	
  will	
  be	
  part	
  
of	
  the	
  Principal’s	
  Honor	
  Roll.	
  
	
  
Student	
  Technology	
  Policies	
  
	
  
Cell	
  Phone	
  Use	
  and	
  Electronic	
  Devices	
  in	
  School	
  
Gateway	
  STRONGLY	
  encourages	
  students	
  to	
  NOT	
  bring	
  cell	
  phones,	
  iPods,	
  CD	
  or	
  MP3	
  players,	
  and	
  
other	
  electronic	
  devices	
  to	
  school.	
  	
  If	
  students	
  bring	
  any	
  of	
  these	
  items,	
  students	
  must	
  keep	
  them	
  in	
  
their	
  pockets	
  AND	
  turned	
  off	
  as	
  many	
  are	
  stolen	
  from	
  backpacks	
  throughout	
  the	
  year.	
  	
  Cell	
  phones	
  
must	
  remain	
  silent,	
  unseen,	
  and	
  may	
  not	
  be	
  used	
  in	
  the	
  building	
  at	
  any	
  time	
  during	
  the	
  school	
  day.	
  	
  If	
  a	
  
parent	
  or	
  guardian	
  needs	
  to	
  contact	
  a	
  student	
  during	
  school	
  hours,	
  please	
  call	
  the	
  main	
  office	
  and	
  
NOT	
  a	
  student’s	
  cell	
  phone.	
  	
  If	
  a	
  student	
  cell	
  phone	
  is	
  seen	
  or	
  heard	
  or	
  if	
  it	
  is	
  used	
  on	
  campus,	
  the	
  
student	
  must	
  give	
  it	
  to	
  a	
  faculty	
  member	
  immediately	
  upon	
  request.	
  	
  Before	
  school	
  and	
  after	
  school,	
  
electronic	
  devices	
  can	
  be	
  used	
  outside	
  the	
  building	
  only.	
  	
  In	
  the	
  occasion	
  that	
  a	
  student	
  violates	
  our	
  
technology	
  policy	
  the	
  following	
  steps	
  will	
  occur:	
  
•	
  First	
  offense:	
  Cell	
  phone/electronic	
  device	
  is	
  confiscated	
  and	
  turned	
  into	
  the	
  front	
  office.	
  	
  
Parent/guardian	
  must	
  pick-­‐up	
  the	
  device.	
  

•	
  Second	
  offense:	
  Cell	
  phone/electronic	
  device	
  is	
  confiscated	
  and	
  turned	
  into	
  the	
  office.	
  	
  Parent/	
  
guardian	
  may	
  pick	
  up	
  at	
  the	
  end	
  of	
  five	
  (5)	
  school	
  days.	
  	
  Student	
  may	
  serve	
  detention.	
  

•	
  Third	
  offense:	
  Cell	
  phone/electronic	
  device	
  is	
  confiscated	
  and	
  turned	
  into	
  the	
  office.	
  	
  Consequences	
  
given	
  at	
  administrative	
  discretion.	
  

	
  
School	
  Phone	
  Use	
  
Students	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  are	
  permitted	
  to	
  use	
  school	
  phones,	
  with	
  teacher	
  permission,	
  in	
  situations	
  
that	
  stem	
  from	
  health	
  and	
  safety	
  issues,	
  emergencies,	
  or	
  when	
  students	
  need	
  to	
  contact	
  parents	
  for	
  an	
  
after	
  school	
   activity.	
   Students	
  and	
  their	
  parents/guardians	
  must	
  arrange	
  pick-­‐up	
  times	
  in	
  advance	
  of	
  school	
  
and	
  should	
  not	
  come	
  to	
  expect	
  a	
  daily	
  phone	
  call	
  from	
  their	
  child.	
  	
  In	
  addition,	
  parents/guardians	
  should	
  
not	
  rely	
  on	
  Gateway	
  staff	
  to	
  relay	
  messages	
   to	
  their	
  children	
  during	
  school	
  hours	
  except	
  in	
  emergency	
  cases.	
  
	
  
Student	
  Internet	
  and	
  Computer	
  Use	
  
The	
  use	
  of	
  technological	
  resources	
  at	
  Gateway	
  Middle	
  is	
  an	
  integral	
  part	
  of	
  our	
  program,	
  and	
  students	
  
are	
  encouraged	
  to	
  learn	
  to	
  use	
  and	
  then	
  take	
  advantage	
  of	
  the	
  tools	
  that	
  are	
  available	
  both	
  in	
  class	
  and	
  
in	
  the	
  Learning	
  Center.	
  Please	
  note	
  that	
  Gateway	
  students	
  and	
  their	
  families	
  are	
  liable	
  for	
  the	
  costs	
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of	
  replacing	
  all	
  technological	
  tools,	
  or	
  any	
  other	
  resources	
  used	
  by	
  or	
  issued	
  to	
  the	
  student	
  by	
  
Gateway	
  and	
  damaged	
  or	
  not	
  returned.	
  
Please	
  be	
  aware	
  that	
  student	
  email	
  communication	
  and	
  Internet	
  access	
  are	
  not	
  private	
  
communications;	
  Gateway	
  reserves	
  the	
  right	
  to	
  access	
  student	
  electronic	
  files	
  at	
  any	
  time.	
  	
  All	
  Gateway	
  
resources	
  are	
  to	
  be	
  used	
  for	
  school	
  related	
  purposes.	
  	
  For	
  example,	
  students	
  are	
  not	
  allowed	
  to	
  use	
  
computers	
  to	
  play	
  games	
  or	
  enter	
  chat	
  rooms.	
  	
  If	
  students	
  violate	
  these	
  rules,	
  they	
  will	
  lose	
  their	
  
computer	
  privileges.	
  
	
  
Dress	
  Code	
  
Gateway	
  recognizes	
  that	
  clothing	
  is	
  one	
  way	
  to	
  be	
  who	
  you	
  are.	
  	
  Certain	
  clothing,	
  however,	
  can	
  be	
  
inappropriate,	
  distracting,	
  and	
  perhaps	
  even	
  offensive.	
  	
  Such	
  clothing	
  detracts	
  from	
  the	
  serious	
  and	
  
purposeful	
  learning	
  environment	
  we	
  all	
  hope	
  to	
  foster.	
  	
  As	
  a	
  college	
  preparatory	
  school,	
  we	
  seek	
  to	
  
prepare	
  you	
  for	
  situations	
  where	
  appropriate	
  dress	
  is	
  necessary,	
  such	
  as	
  college	
  or	
  job	
  interviews.	
  	
  
Consistent	
  with	
  the	
  school’s	
  mission,	
  Gateway’s	
  dress	
  code	
  requires	
  you	
  to	
  dress	
  in	
  ways	
  that	
  are	
  
respectful	
  of	
  those	
  around	
  you	
  and	
  appropriate	
  for	
  our	
  school	
  community.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
Academic	
  Dishonesty	
  
Students	
  are	
  expected	
  to	
  act	
  with	
  integrity	
  and	
  submit	
  original	
  work	
  and	
  use	
  their	
  own	
  knowledge	
  and	
  
skills	
  when	
  tested.	
  	
  On	
  occasion,	
  however,	
  individuals	
  may	
  choose	
  to	
  cheat	
  which	
  violates	
  our	
  school	
  
core	
  values.	
  	
  Below	
  is	
  description	
  of	
  that	
  behavior:	
  

• Plagiarism	
  is	
  when	
  a	
  person	
  takes	
  credit	
  for	
  another’s	
  work	
  be	
  it	
  from	
  printed	
  material	
  (ex:	
  
Internet,	
  books,	
  newspaper,	
  encyclopedias,	
  or	
  periodicals)	
  or	
  from	
  a	
  peer	
  without	
  proper	
  
documentation.	
  	
  The	
  following	
  are	
  examples	
  of	
  instances	
  of	
  plagiarism:	
  
§ Copying	
  from	
  another	
  student’s	
  test/work	
  
§ Obtaining	
  by	
  any	
  means	
  another	
  person’s	
  work	
  and	
  submitting	
  it	
  as	
  one’s	
  own	
  work	
  (this	
  

includes	
  copying	
  information	
  from	
  the	
  Internet	
  without	
  giving	
  due	
  credit).	
  
§ Failing	
  to	
  give	
  proper	
  credit	
  to	
  sources	
  used	
  in	
  papers	
  and	
  projects.	
  

• Academic	
  Dishonesty	
  is	
  when	
  a	
  student	
  fraudulently	
  gains	
  access	
  to	
  knowledge	
  for	
  the	
  purpose	
  
of	
  assignments,	
  etc.	
  	
  The	
  following	
  should	
  be	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  guide	
  to	
  help	
  students	
  understand	
  
academic	
  dishonesty:	
  
§ Seeking	
  aid	
  from	
  another	
  student	
  during	
  a	
  test.	
  
§ Preparing	
  any	
  academic	
  work	
  with	
  another	
  student,	
  unless	
  permitted	
  by	
  an	
  educator.	
  
§ Possessing	
  or	
  using	
  material	
  or	
  notes	
  not	
  authorized	
  by	
  an	
  educator	
  during	
  a	
  test.	
  

	
  
If	
  a	
  student	
  cheats,	
  she/he	
  may	
  be	
  able	
  to	
  redo	
  the	
  assignment	
  or	
  one	
  that	
  is	
  similar	
  in	
  content	
  to	
  
show	
  mastery.	
  	
  The	
  student,	
  however,	
  will	
  not	
  receive	
  credit	
  for	
  the	
  assignment.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  
individual	
  teacher’s	
  judgment.	
  
	
  
Disciplinary	
  Procedures	
  
Through	
  a	
  disciplinary	
  process,	
  students	
  can	
  expect:	
  

ü To	
  know	
  "why."	
  It	
  is	
  the	
  school's	
  belief	
  that	
  clear	
  explanations	
  of	
  policies	
  and	
  expectations	
  
increase	
  the	
  likelihood	
  that	
  students	
  understand	
  the	
  impact	
  of	
  and	
  learn	
  from	
  their	
  mistakes.	
  

ü To	
  be	
  treated	
  respectfully	
  and	
  fairly	
  and	
  in	
  an	
  appropriate	
  confidential	
  manner	
  
ü To	
  know	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  possible	
  why	
  they	
  are	
  being	
  counseled	
  or	
  disciplined	
  
ü To	
  be	
  given	
  opportunity	
  to	
  ‘make	
  right’	
  what	
  they	
  have	
  done	
  wrong	
  and	
  then	
  acknowledged	
  for	
  

their	
  more	
  positive	
  contributions	
  to	
  the	
  community	
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Guidelines	
  for	
  Written	
  Statements	
  
It is ordinarily the case that students are asked to write statements regarding their behavior in or 
witnessing of a serious disciplinary incident.  When this is the case, the Assistant Principal will meet with 
the student to ensure that the student understands the purpose and process for this writing.  It is essential 
that the student has the opportunity to explain what happened from his or her perspective.  Writing also 
provides an opportunity for reflection and perspective.  The	
  restorative	
  approach	
  consists	
  in	
  asking	
  and	
  
answering	
  FIVE	
  key	
  questions:	
  

1. What	
  happened,	
  and	
  what	
  were	
  you	
  thinking	
  at	
  the	
  time?	
  
2. What	
  have	
  you	
  thought	
  about	
  since?	
  
3. Who	
  has	
  been	
  affected	
  by	
  what	
  happened	
  and	
  how?	
  
4. What	
  about	
  this	
  has	
  been	
  the	
  hardest	
  for	
  you?	
  
5. What	
  do	
  you	
  think	
  needs	
  to	
  be	
  done	
  to	
  make	
  things	
  as	
  right	
  as	
  possible?	
  

 
Group	
  Consequences	
  
Gateway	
   Middle	
   School	
   retains	
   the	
   right,	
   during	
   particularly	
   difficult	
   circumstances,	
   to	
   keep	
   groups	
   of	
  
students	
  or	
  an	
  entire	
  class	
  of	
  students	
  during	
  lunch	
  or	
  after	
  school.	
  	
  The	
  school	
  does	
  not	
  seek	
  to	
  punish	
  the	
  
good	
  with	
  the	
  bad,	
  but	
  it	
  believes	
  that	
  we	
  are	
  all	
  responsible	
  for	
  each	
  other	
  –	
  that	
  the	
  actions	
  of	
  some	
  of	
  us	
  
do	
  impact,	
  and	
  are	
  impacted	
   by,	
  the	
  entire	
  group.	
  
	
  
Loss	
  of	
  Privileges	
  
Gateway	
  Middle	
  School	
  offers	
  students	
  many	
  privileges	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  taken	
  away	
  as	
  a	
  consequence	
  for	
  poor	
  
behavior.	
   	
   These	
   include	
   but	
   are	
  not	
   limited	
   to	
   arriving	
   at	
   school	
   early	
  or	
   staying	
   late	
   on	
   school	
   grounds,	
  
participating	
   in	
  specials	
  classes	
  and	
  after	
  school	
  clubs	
  and	
  teams,	
  attending	
  field	
  trips,	
  attending	
  dances	
  and	
  
social	
  events,	
  and	
  using	
  the	
  computer	
  room	
  or	
  other	
  school	
  equipment.	
  
	
  
Resources	
  
At	
  Gateway,	
  we	
  expect	
  much	
  of	
  you	
  and	
  with	
  this,	
  provide	
  significant	
  support	
  in	
  helping	
  you	
  reach	
  
your	
  goals.	
  	
  We	
  provide	
  many	
  services	
  that	
  support	
  your	
  academic	
  and	
  personal	
  success.	
  Each	
  of	
  these	
  
services	
  is	
  described	
  in	
  more	
  detail	
  below.	
  

The	
  Learning	
  Center	
  
The	
  Learning	
  Center	
  is	
  available	
  to	
  all	
  students.	
  	
  All	
  students	
  will	
  have	
  access	
  to	
  the	
  following	
  
Learning	
  Center	
  resources:	
  

ü Assistive	
  materials	
  (such	
  as	
  word	
  processors,	
  electronic	
  dictionaries,	
  etc.)	
  checked	
  out	
  on	
  an	
  as-­‐	
  
needed	
  and	
  as-­‐available	
  basis	
  

ü Books-­‐on-­‐tape	
  resource	
  library	
  
ü Assistive	
  computer	
  software	
  
ü Meeting	
  with	
  Learning	
  Center	
  staff	
  to	
  discuss	
  your	
  learning	
  profile	
  and	
  academic	
  progress	
  
ü Extra	
  academic	
  help	
  (by	
  prior	
  arrangement)	
  
ü After	
  school	
  tutoring	
  and	
  quiet	
  study	
  

Advisory	
  
As	
  a	
  Gateway	
  student,	
  students	
  have	
  a	
  faculty	
  advisor	
  with	
  whom	
  they	
  meet	
  with	
  regularly	
  at	
  specified	
  
times	
  and	
  informally	
  throughout	
  the	
  year.	
  	
  The	
  role	
  of	
  the	
  advisor	
  is	
  to	
  provide	
  support	
  to	
  the	
  student,	
  
academically	
  and	
  personally.	
  	
  Advisors	
  meet	
  with	
  their	
  groups	
  every	
  day	
  to	
  check	
  in	
  with	
  students,	
  
respond	
  to	
  issues	
  and	
  concerns,	
  do	
  activities,	
  and	
  provide	
  academic	
  guidance	
  as	
  appropriate.	
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